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From The Pastor’s Desk 
Does God want us to suffer? 
Suffering is one of the great human 
mysteries.  Why do we suffer?  Why does 
God allow suffering in our world?  These are 
questions people have been asking since 
the beginning of time. 
 

Suffering is very real and very personal.  
There are no simple answers.  Suffering is 

complex and challenging.  We often want simple and easy 
answers.  But there are none when it comes to suffering.  In 
what follows, I will try to provide some starting points for 
further thought and prayer, but please forgive me if anything 
I say comes across as if I am not taking seriously any real-
life suffering you may be experiencing. My hope is that will 
not be the case, and that amid the suffering of this world 
each of us will find strength, comfort, and meaning in our 
faith and be willing to do the difficult work of prayer and 
seeking answers. 
 

In order to understand the question of suffering, we need to 
look at three things: 
 Sin and its consequences 
 Can suffering have meaning? 
 The Good News: The power of faith and the possibility 

of healing 
 

Sin and its consequences: Christian revelations teaches 
us that what God values above all is relationship. But for 
relationship to be meaningful, it must be freely chosen; for it 
to be freely chosen, there must be the possibility of it being 
rejected; and wherever there is the possibility of rejecting 
relationship, there is also the possibility of pain and 
suffering.  
 

The truth is that God never intended us to suffer and die.  
But our first parents, Adam and Eve chose to disobey and 
brought death and suffering into the world. And before we 
go blaming Adam and Eve, we have to face the fact that we 
too choose to sin and act selfishly and we perpetuate the 
effects of sin in our world.  I think that our pride often gets 
into the way of our being willing to admit the truth.  God 
created us in freedom, in love, and we freely chose to reject 
His laws.  This reminds us of one of the first steps for us as 
Christians, that we must come to a point where we admit 
we are sinners and we are responsible – we must stop 
blaming and pointing fingers.  We, not God, not anybody 
else is responsible for my choices.  The truth is, once we 
admit our sinfulness, there is a type of healing that takes 
place in us. As Jesus taught, “The truth will set you 
free.” (John 8:32) 
 

Can suffering have meaning?: There is a modern heresy 
in many evangelical churches today, called “the prosperity 
Gospel.”  These churches claim that authentically turning 
our lives over to Jesus immediately results in abundant 
health and financial prosperity. The idea seems to be that 
faithful Christians should never be poor or experience 
sickness. 
 

First of all, this contradicts the Gospel.  Jesus taught, “If you 
want to be a disciple of mine, you must pick up your cross 
every day and follow me.”  He also challenged one of His 
potential disciples, the rich young man:  “You are lacking 
one thing, Go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and 
come follow Me.”   (Mark 10:21) 

We don’t go and look for suffering, but suffering and the 
cross are simply a part of discipleship. The truth is, Jesus’ 
passion and death also gave meaning to suffering. 
Suffering and death were not part of God’s original plan for 
the world. They came along as fallout from the sin of Adam. 
Nevertheless, Jesus never promised to rid the world of 
suffering. But he did show us that suffering can be 
embraced and offered back to God the Father as a kind of 
atonement for sins and for others.   
 

St. Augustine said that God “would not allow any evil in his 
works, unless in his omnipotence and goodness, as the 
Supreme Good, he is able to bring forth good out of 
evil” (“On Faith, Hope, and Love,” iii, 11). Maybe the best 
example of this was how God took the suffering of Good 
Friday and brought forth the Resurrection of Easter Sunday.  
God the Father’s sending of his only Son to suffer and die 
for our redemption shows his deep love for us. That alone 
should remind us (and maybe even those without a strong 
faith) of God’s love for mankind. 
 

The Good News:  The power of faith and the possibility 
of healing: First, and foremost, I want to say that for 
believers, everyone of us will be healed.  Whenever I anoint 
someone with the Sacrament of the Sick, I always say:  
“Lord, help us to remember that the ultimate healing we will 
experience is to be with You forever in heaven.” Even for 
those who are healed in this life, that doesn’t remove all 
suffering and the other challenges of life.  Miracles and 
miraculous healing are signs, not ends in themselves.  They 
are signs of God’s love and Him revealing Himself to us. 
 

Having said that, miraculous healing is wonderful and is to 
be welcomed.  Pope Benedict XVI, in his book, Jesus of 
Nazareth, writes that “Healing is an essential dimension 
of the apostolic mission and of Christian faith in 
general. It can even be said that Christianity is a 
‘therapeutic religion, a religion of healing.’” 
 

Let us remember, Lazarus was raised from the dead by 
Jesus.   But he would die again one day.  All of Jesus’ 
healings are signs.  They are signs of the Kingdom of God 
breaking in to our world, and they are signs that God does 
want us to be whole and know that He loves us.  So why 
isn’t everyone healed?  First, everyone can experience 
healing.  It’s just that the healing God wants for us may not 
be the healing that we think we should experience.  In my 
ministry over the years, many times people need to 
experience spiritual and inner healing first.  Some people 
have lived very dark lives.  Some have been traumatized by 
life through no fault of their own.  So sometimes God needs 
to allow us to invite Him inside of us so that we can be 
healed emotionally and spiritually.   
 

The truth is, this world is very broken, and sometimes our 
brokenness causes us to turn from God and become bitter 
and cynical.  How many times I’ve seen addicted people 
who have become so manipulative and obsessed with the 
need for control.  Some people give into their rebellious and 
sinful nature.  Remember faith is a decision, to be free 
means that we can freely choose to reject God. 
 

In the end, only God knows, in His wisdom, His plan for our 
lives.  But we must choose and invite Him into our hearts.  
No one can do that for us. 
 

Christian author Joni Eareckson Tada struggled with this 
issue for a long time. As she recounts in her book, she 
sought physical healing of her quadriplegia. She prayed and 
fully believed that God would heal her. In her words, “I 
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Harleigh Antes 
Camden Conner 
Jonathan Epkey 

Staci Epkey 
Dexton Feldpausch 
Sophia Halfmann 

Ava Hufnagel 
Chase Katich 

Isaac Koenigsknecht 
Hadley Lackscheide 

Bristol Miller 
Jackson Miller 
Andrew Platte 
Logan Platte 

Camden Rhynard 
Aleah Sawyer 

Remington Schueller 
Nash Simon 
Adeline Smith 
Kaedyn Smith 

Dominic Spitzley 
Molly Stump 

Brigham Thelen 
Bronnie Thelen 

Eli Thelen 
Gavin Thelen 

Summer Thelen 
Maxwell Wieber 
Elizabeth Wirth 
Bryce Witgen 
Carson Witgen 

“I hunger for the bread of God, the flesh of Jesus Christ … I long to drink of his blood, the gift of unending love.” 
St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Regional Divine 
Mercy Sunday 

Devotions  
St. Mary’s Parish 

Westphalia  
 

April 28th, 2:30-4:30 p.m.  
 

Adoration,  
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

and confessions 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONFIRST HOLY COMMUNIONFIRST HOLY COMMUNIONFIRST HOLY COMMUNION    
Please pray for our First Communion Candidates who will celebrate their First Holy 

Communion on Saturday, May 4, 2019 

certainly believed. I was calling up my girlfriends saying, 
‘Next time you see me I’m going to be running up your 
sidewalk. God’s going to heal me’” Yet Joni is still in a 
wheelchair today, 45 years after the accident that left her 
paralyzed.  God did not physically heal her. Yet, her 
perspective is one of great faith: “God may remove your 
suffering, and that will be great cause for praise. But if not, 
He will use it, He will use anything and everything that 
stands in the way of His fellowship with you. So let God 
mold you and make you, transform you from glory to glory. 
That’s the deeper healing” God will not be put into a box. 
 

The question we need to ask in any given situation is, what 
does God want? Does He desire to heal the individual in 
this life, or does He have another plan to show His glory 
through weakness? Someday, all sickness and death will be 
eradicated.  Until then, there is a greater healing, the 
cleansing of sinful hearts, that God performs every day. 
 

On the image of Divine Mercy are the words:  “Jesus, I trust 
in You.”  I want to ask all of us this question.  Do we really 
trust Him?  Can we love Him whether we’re healed in the 
way we think God should heal us?  Or is God calling us to 
be like Joni Tada?  One thing is sure, God is sovereign and 
supremely wise. 
 

Our next Holy Spirit Encounter is Friday, June 7th at 7:00 
pm. in our church.  I would like to invite all of you to come 
and be open to whatever God has in store for you. 
 

God Bless,     Fr. Dennis 

Jesus, I trust in you! 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
Wieber Lumber 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore 
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the 
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

A Time to Heal RetreatA Time to Heal RetreatA Time to Heal RetreatA Time to Heal Retreat    
 

Friday, May 10th - Saturday, May 11th at St. 
Francis Retreat Center. The Diocese of Lansing 
is sponsoring a retreat  designed for victims of 
clergy sex abuse. This retreat will address the 

impact of abuse on victims, their families and all those 
working in institutional settings. There will be mental health 
professionals helping facilitate the retreat. For more 
information call 517-669-8321 or information@stfrancis.ws 

Important Dates:     
Friday, May 3  Mass at 8:15 a.m./May Crowning 
Friday, May 3  Grandparents/Special Friend Day 
Tuesday, May 7  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 14 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

2019/20 Registration:  Registration for Most Holy Trinity 
School for the 2019/20 school year is now underway.  You 
can register students in several different ways: 
  Go to the School website www.mhtparish.com and find 

the Registration & Admissions tab on the school page.  
There is a link to the online registration. 

 You can call the school office at 593-2616. 
 You can go to this website:  https://goo.gl/

forms/VleOw8U2lwcJjAQg2 
 You can use this QR code: 
 

You come before the judgment seat of God full of rebellion 
and mistakes. Because of his justice he cannot dismiss 
your sin, but because of his love he cannot dismiss you. 
So, in an act which stunned the heavens, he punished 
himself on the cross for your sins. God’s justice and love 
are equally honored. And you, God’s creation, are forgiven.  
     – Max Lucado 

 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH  

27TH ANNUAL 

MID-EAST FOOD FESTIVAL 
 

Thursday-Friday, May 2-3, 2019 
Noon – 6 pm 

 
 

725 W. Mt. Hope at Rundle, Lansing, MI 
Open During Construction on Mt. Hope Avenue 

 
Meat and Vegetable dishes, hummus, bread, and salads 

homemade Desserts   
Church Tours 

Call 248-238-8843 
for Information and Pre-Orders 

 

Diocesan Service Appeal 
 

“Whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully.” 

 
 

Our Diocesan goal this year is $5,100,000.00. 
Our parish goal has been set at $64,013.00. 
Any pledge over and above our goal will be 

returned 50% to our parish. 
 

Pledges now total $33,914.32 
53% of our goal! 

 

Adult Social Gathering 
 

Spend an hour or so enjoying the company of other 
parishioners. Please feel free to join us and bring a friend 
or two on Monday, May 6 at 7:30pm in the K of C Hall. For 
questions call Ann Schafer at 593-3539.  

RETROUVAILLE LANSING 
 

"Spring into new hope and life in 
your marriage.  May the 
resurrection of our Lord empower 
you to believe that He can and 
does raise anything, that seems 
dead or dying, to new life - 
especially your marriage.   For information or to register for 
the May 31-June 2nd weekend program, contact Beth or 
Larry:  toheal4give@outlook.com   or (734) 879-0427 

Have you thought about becoming a Deacon?  

To learn about diaconal ministry, please come: 
 

 

Sunday, May 5 @ 2:00 - 3:30pm  
McDevitt Hall  

St. John Church & Student Center, 
327 M.A.C. Ave, East Lansing 

 
Free Parking is available on the street or in 

the Grove Street Ramp behind church 
 

COME AND SEE! 

THANK YOU! 
The Fowler Knights of Columbus would like to 
thank everyone that helped make this year's 
Easter Egg Hunt a success!  A special thank 
you goes to McDonalds of St. John's for 
donating gift certificates, Fowler Public 

Schools for allowing us the use of their grounds, and to the 
Knights of Columbus members and their families who 
volunteered their time to help with this event.   
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Monday - April 29 
7:00 p.m.    +  Joe Hafner including Toni & Joanne 
 

Tuesday - April 30 
8:15 a.m.    + Dorothy Bradley including Marion 
 

Wednesday - May 1 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.    + Julius Theis & Living & Deceased of Family 
 

Thursday - May 2 
8:15 a.m.    + Ken A. Thelen & Living & Deceased of  
  Family 

 

Friday - May 3 
8:15 a.m.    + Clem Martin (12th Anniversary) & Living & 
  Deceased of Family 
 

Saturday - May 4 - First Communion  
4:30 p.m.    + John Duda 
 

Sunday - May 5 
8:30 a.m.      People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.  + Herman & Roberta Weber & Living &  
  Deceased of Family  

 

Ushers for May 4 & 5 
 

4:30 p.m. -  Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Luke Thelen 
 

8:30 a.m. -  Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
 

10:30 a.m. -  Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene 
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, 
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, 
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy 
Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Janet 
Armbrustmacher, Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer 
Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace 
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane 
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, 
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff 
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo 
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, 
Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Joyce Goerge, Father Den 
Morrow and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Blessed Mother Statue 
 

The statue of Mary is available to take home on 
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into 
closeness with our Blessed Mother. Use the sign 
up sheet in back of church. 

 

Servers for this week 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m. -  Nolan & Selena Stump 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. -  Adult Volunteer 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. -  Nate & Katie Spencer 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. -  Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. -  MHT School Volunteer 
 

Servers for May 4 & 5 
 

4:30 p.m. -  Roman & Nicholai Schafer, Jamison Schueller, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. -  Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Jack Schafer 
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Josie & Cooper 
Koenigsknecht 

 

Readings for the Week of April 28, 2019 
 

Monday Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20;  

 Jn 3:31-36 

Friday 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is  
for those who entered the Church this Easter, 
that God flood their lives with joy and fill them 
with courage for living out the Gospel. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

April 20 & 21 Collection………………...……..  $15,773.00 

Special Collections 
 

Good Friday ………………………….…….…..… $1,389.00 
Easter Flowers ……………………………………... $115.00 
Cemetery ……………….…………………………...... $60.00 
Newspapers ...…………………………………...…… $15.00 
Capitol Improvements ……………………………… $12.00 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

April 28, 2019 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

Prayer Intentions 

 
 

Parishioners who would like prayers for any intention can 
contact Susie Koenigsknecht (593-2490) or the parish 
office. Requests can be specific or anonymous. We are 
always looking for individuals who would like to join our 
team of Prayer Warriors. Please contact Susie if interested. 
Thank you and God Bless! 


