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Fifth Sunday of Lent                          Sunday, April 3, 2022 

Most Holy Trinity 
545 N Maple St., Fowler, MI 48835 

office@mhtparish.com - (989)593-2162 

 

 

“Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 
and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God”  

 

-2 Cor. 7:1 
 

PRAYER, FASTING AND ALMSGIVING 
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Holy Week 
Next Sunday we begin Holy 
Week.  Holy Week is ground-
zero for the Christian Mys-
tery.  This is because we enter 
into the life-giving mysteries 
of our salvation. 
 

We literally follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday. On this 
day, we celebrate the triumphant entry of Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, into Jerusalem, riding a don-
key. On that day, the people laid palms before 
Him, a gesture reserved for triumphant leaders. 
We celebrate this at Mass by distributing palms 
to the faithful who may keep them for a time 
for use as devotional objects. The palms are 
blessed at Mass. The faithful sometimes craft 
portions of palm fronds into crosses. Eventual-
ly, these palms are returned to the Church 
where they are burned. Traditionally, their ash-
es are saved and distributed at next year's Ash 
Wednesday services. 
 

Later, when Jesus entered the Temple, he angri-
ly drove out the money changers who had 
turned the Temple court into a place of busi-
ness instead of devotion. Once the court was 
cleared, Jesus began teaching the masses. 
Meanwhile, His enemies drew plans to kill Him. 

 

The next major event in Holy Week is Holy 
Thursday. On this day, Jesus celebrated the 
Passover feast with the disciples. We know this 
feast as the Last Supper. This is the night He 
was betrayed by Judas and arrested. The Last 
Supper is celebrated at every Mass, and espe-
cially on Holy Thursday.  After supper, Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives and prayed. From 
this event comes inspiration for our practice of 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, where we are 
invited to spend one hour in prayer with Jesus, 
truly present in the Eucharist; Body, Blood, and 
Divinity. 
 

Jesus was arrested on the night of Holy Thurs-

— From the Pastor’s Desk — 

day. 
 

The next day is Good Friday, and on this day, we 
commemorate the trial, punishment, and cruci-
fixion of Our Lord.  On that morning, Jesus was 
brought before Annas, a powerful Jewish cleric 
who condemned Jesus for blasphemy. From 
there, Jesus was presented to Pilate for trial. 
Although Pilate found no guilt in Jesus, he 
agreed to have him crucified to appease the 
crowd of people and prevent a riot.  Christ was 
stripped, flogged, and crowned with thorns. He 
was then forced to carry His Cross to the place 
of His execution. There, He was nailed to the 
Cross between two thieves who were likewise 
crucified. Late that afternoon, seeking to en-
sure Christ's death, a Roman guard stabbed him 
in his side with a spear. When Jesus died, an 
earthquake is said to have occurred as well as 
a great darkness which covered the land. Sud-
denly, many people knew Jesus was the Son of 
God. 
 

Jesus was taken and laid quickly in a borrowed 
tomb, in accord with Jewish law, which re-
quired the dead be buried by sundown before 
the Sabbath.  In our churches, the Tabernacle is 
left empty, to show that Christ is departed. 
On Holy Saturday, there is no Mass. Parishes 
may hold services, but there is no distribution 
of Communion.  On Holy Saturday, we remem-
ber that Jesus was descended into hell where 
He preached the Gospel to those who died be-
fore and opened the way to heaven for all 
those who were worthy. 
 

And then that evening at the Holy Vigil and 
continuing through Easter Sunday we celebrate 
the victory of Christ over sin and death.  Christ 
is Risen!  We know it’s true, because through-
out this Lenten season, we have died to our-
selves, picked up our cross and followed Jesus, 
and therefore Christ has risen in us!  Alleluia! 

 
A Poem for Holy Week 

 
I've learned that people get side tracked  

by evil. They get angry, violent and  
begin to rationalize vengeance and  
pettiness because they feel helpless 

 
That's because we're prideful creatures. 
One day I will die. Things will move on. 

It's not about me, it's about the Kingdom. 
 

Jesus focused on Gods will.  
His peace was not robbed from him.  

He was glorified not by men, 
but by the Father because His heart was 

set in the love of the Father and mankind. 
 He left all the details to the Fathers  will. 

 
That's why His is the Name above all other 
names. That's why every knee in heaven 
and on earth will bend one day to Him. 
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The  
Holy Season 

of Lent  
 
 

 
OPPORTUNITIES 

TO GROW  
IN HOLINESS 

Preparing the church for the holy season of Easter will 
take place on Holy Saturday morning, April 16, begin-
ning at 9am. Preparing the church includes: swiffer-
ing floors, dusting pews, unboxing flowers, ironing 
various linens, changing bulletin board paper, and 
many various other details. Sign-up sheets are posted 
on the pro-life bulletin board in the vestibule of the 
church.  
 

If you have any questions,  
please contact  

Susie Koenigsknecht at 593-2490.  
  

Thank you for giving your time and  
talent for our Parish and for the  
greater honor and glory of God! 

 

Holy Week Liturgies 
 

Palm Sunday - April 9/10, 2022 
Mass at 8:30am & 10:30am 
*Blessing of palms will take place in Church 

 
Holy Thursday - April 14, 2022 
Chrism Mass at 10:30am - St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Lansing 

 

The Sacred Triduum 
 

Holy Thursday - April 14, 2022 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm 
*At the end of Mass, the Blessed Sacrament will be 
transferred to the Fr. Ray Center until midnight  
 
Good Friday - April 15, 2022 
Stations of the Cross at 12:00 noon 
Solemn Service of Good Friday at 3:00pm 
*The Church will be open all day for prayer 

 

 

Holy Saturday - April 16, 2022 
Decorating of the Church, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Easter Vigil Mass at 8:45pm 
*Blessing of Easter food after Mass 

 
Easter Sunday - April 17, 2022 
Christ is Risen!  
Mass at 8:30am and 10:30am 

*Blessing of food will take place after each Mass 

Easter Flowers 

 

Do you know why we decorate the church at Christmas and at Easter, funerals and special liturgies? 
Because they symbolize paradise, heaven. They are reminders to us of our heavenly homeland.  

 

If you would like to remember any deceased family or friends, or the intentions of anyone living, please 
put your donation into an envelope, write the names of those you’d like us to remember and pray for, 
and drop it in the collection basket or mail it to the parish office. 

Abstinence from meat and Fasting 
All Fridays of Lent 

 

Lenten Devotions 
Wednesday at 6:00pm 
 Stations of the Cross 
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Every Saturday from 3:00 - 4:00 pm. 
Thursday, April 7th at 6:30pm   
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DIOCESAN SERVICE APPEAL 2022 
 

50% of contributions over our goal 
will be returned to the Parish.  

 

We have currently raised 
$12,612.77 

(9.10% of our parish goal) 
 

Our parish goal is $72,170 
 

Envelopes are available in the  
entrances of Church or the parish office. 

 

Thank you for your contributions! 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

As I have mentioned in previous 
bulletins, the process called 
“Realigning Resources” can sound 
confusing to many.  Some people 
think this is a fancy name for 
“decline.” Others may think that 
this spells the end of our par-
ish. Others have a more hopeful 
outlook as they hope for the 
church to grow and reach out to 
the lost and those who have 
strayed from the church. I want 

to explain the history of Realigning Resources and 
why we’re on this path. 
 

The History and Process of Realigning Resources 
In the Fall of 2019, Bishop Earl Boyea established a 
new 14-member committee to review how the re-
sources of the Diocese of Lansing can be best used 
to better evangelize the 1.8 million people who live 
within the bounds of the diocese.  “This Committee 
for the Realign of Resources for Mission in our dio-
cese was really established in order to plan for the 
future. Where are we going? How are we going to 
evangelize in our area?” said Bishop Boyea upon the 
committee’s launch. “How are we going to 
strengthen the faith of those who are members of 
the household of faith? How are we going to try to 
win back those who have wandered away? And 
how do we bring in new members to the Church? 
How do we make Jesus Christ more present in our 
10-county diocese?” 

 

So, this is all about managing decline? 
No. While demography and decline are the pretext 
to restructure, both Bishop Boyea and the Realign 
Resources for Mission Committee would propose 
that is not our core problem. Our core problem is, 
too often, being insufficiently on mission. What is 
more, they have found that mere structural change 
will not be enough to get parishes more on mission. 
Instead, a change in parish culture is required.  

 

The data has also found that too many priests and 
parishioners are currently not thriving. Too often, 
disciples are not being made while priests are tired 
and isolated. Hence, structures should serve our 
mission, not the other way around even though we 
can all be tempted to conserve structures that are 
no longer fit-for-mission. Managing decline would 
mean we’ve accepted that our current trajectory is 
unchanging and that there is no hope for growth in 
the future. This is certainly not the case! We have 
a founded hope that real growth is possible if we’re 
willing to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
in this new springtime of the Church. 
 

This process is not primarily about simply observ-
ing trends, but being aware of them so we can dis-
rupt them and bring about a change in direction. 
For instance, our total number of priests is on a 
downward trajectory, but rather than simply con-
tinuing on this trajectory we can choose to put an 
emphasis on priestly vocations, seminary for-
mation, and creating cultures of discipleship so 
that this trend can be reversed. 
 

God bless,  
Fr. Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

Period of Enlightenment and Purification - Lent 
 

May the Lord bless these our sisters on their final  
journey to full communion with the Catholic Church 

and to be fed with the holy Sacraments of life. 

 

Let us Pray for our Elect 
 

Evangeline Bertram  

 

Natalie Singer  

 

Michelle Olin  

 

www.mhtparish.com 

 

 

 

 

Collection for Ukraine 

Catholic Relief Services are  
coordinating efforts on the ground in Ukraine.   
You can help by donating to CRS/Ukraine at: 
https://support.crs.org/donate/donate-ukraine 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJw9jTEOwyAQwF4TtqLjuJbewNCl_0gCNCgJICD_L10qebC82FmjNBoS0SIgggalDIA2ckFko3k4mrAQTAThyOuecvdyzafY7MPh0yEZYtakSfHdOWAKQSGhYhaH3XovbdKvCd-DdpWSa5drbTLXzygup7n7v9yuvc4xeVFtqNL5lGIb4y33c47Hb_sFslI0_w
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- Returns for Vocations - 
 

Time for Spring cleaning so make 
room by getting those returnable 
bottles and cans out of the way and 
support men and women from our 
local community pursuing religious 
vocations.  

  

We are getting ready to do a mini-sort and count 
so please consider donating your bottles and cans 
now. If possible, we ask you to get them to us by 
April 7th. They can be dropped off at the 
Koenigsknecht Farm or schedule a pickup.  

 

To arrange for pick-up, please call  
Kurt Koenigsknecht (517)282-0343 or  
Agnes Koenigsknecht (989)593-2614  

 

Reminder: We collect year-round so please feel free 
to drop off at the Koenigsknecht farm.  

 

 

 

Summer Youth Conference at the Francis-
can University of Steubenville in Steubenville, Ohio 

 

JUNE 17-19, 2022 
COST IS $350 PER STUDENT 

(Thursday, April 7th is the deadline for registration) 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 
If your son or daughter (grade 8 through 12) would like to 

attend the Summer Youth Conference or you would like more 
information, please contact the parish office.   

-OR- 
If you would like to volunteer to help with planning and prepa-

ration or if you would like to sponsor a young person for the 
Conference, please contact the parish office  (989)593-2162 

 

“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; 

without holiness no one will see the Lord” -Hebrews 12:14   

 

 

 

The Blessed Mother Statue Sign-up 
 

If you would like to take the Blessed 
Mother statue home along with the list 
of parishioners to pray for, please use 
the sign-up sheet hanging on the pro-
life board in the back of the Church. 
 
The statue and prayer list is kept next 
to the reliquary in the sanctuary when 
no one is signed up to take her home. 

 

Easter Sunday Bulletin Deadline 
 

Please submit all bulletin requests for Easter Sunday  
no later than Friday, April 8th by 12:00pm. Thank you & God Bless! 

- Witness to Hope Projects - 
(Amended) 

 

The Diocesan wide Witness to Hope campaign began near-
ly 5 years ago. As a part of that project, our Parish share of 
available funds including interest and additional pledges 
amounted to approximately $360,000.  

 

The projects developed by the Parish and submitted to the 
Diocese included, parking lots repairs, renovation of the 
Rectory Office, improvements to the Activity Center, and 
repairs to the stained-glass windows. The first two projects 
have been completed with total expenses of approximately 
$195,000. The five-year pledge campaign is nearly over, 
with a very limited balance of pledges remaining. At this 
time, the parish has $165,000 available for the Activity Cen-
ter improvements and stained-glass repairs. Prior to the 
pandemic, a committee chaired by Adam Halfman and 
Domik Feldpausch met with Mayotte Architects. Preliminary 
ideas were discussed, but due to the pandemic, detailed 
plans were put on hold.  

 

Recently, the Finance Committee approved funding for the 
committee to work with Mayotte to put together some de-
tailed options and costs. We are now looking for a consult-
ant to help the committee review the stained-glass. 

 

As soon as the committee firms up detailed plans and budg-
ets on both projects, they will share this with everyone in the 
parish. 

 

God bless, Fr. Dennis and the Finance Committee 

 
 

 

Stop saying  
marriage is just a 

piece of paper.  
So is money, but you 
get up every day and 
work hard for it. So 
work hard for your 

relationships  
and your marriage. 

 

Our 8th grade retreat which 
was scheduled for the week-
end of April 29 - May 1 will 
be rescheduled for the fall. 
We will be in contact with 
our 8th grade students and 
their families this summer. 



Fifth Sunday of Lent 6 4/3/2022 

 

 

- Sponsor of the Week - 
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  

possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 
 
 
 

K-13 PHYSICAL THERAPY & SPORTS MED 

MHT School - Connecting faith to Life 

Anne Hufnagel, Principal 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ’s 
mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the 

Truth for the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
3/26/22 – 4/3/22    Spring Break 
Monday, April 4  School Resumes 
Tuesday, April 5  Mass @ 8:15am 
Friday, April 8  Praise & Worship @ 1:00pm 
Monday, April 11  Stations of the Cross @ 9:15am 
Tuesday, April 12  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Friday, April 15  No School/Good Friday 

 

Lent:  We will are having Adoration/Praise & 
Worship on Friday, April 8, from 1:00 – 2:00pmin 
the Church. On Monday, April 11, we will have 
Stations of the Cross in the Church at 
9:15am. Our annual Seder meal is on Thursday, 
April 14, at 2:00pm. Parents and other relatives 
are welcome to join us for Adoration and the 
Stations of the Cross. 
 

Spring Break: See you on Monday, April 4! 

 

Prayer Pal Social:  We have rescheduled our 
prayer pal social for Tuesday, April 19, after the 
8:15 a.m. Mass.  Refreshments and a fun activi-
ty are on the agenda in the Activity Center so 
please mark your calendars.  Invitations are be-
ing sent via mail this next week.   
 

School Registration:  Information regarding tui-
tion rates and registration for next school year 
will be sent out after spring break. 

 

"God never tires of forgiving us; we are the 
ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”  

– Pope Francis 

 

Whether Jesus places it on your heart to 
stop in for 5 minutes or for a slightly longer 
time of prayer, there are no obligations or 
commitments.  This is just an open invita-
tion for anyone and everyone to spend time 
in the peaceful quiet of our church with the 
One Who loves you most. For those that may 
not see this announcement, please share the 
invitation with others. 

 

A short story related to Eucharistic Adoration 
“An interviewer once asked Bishop Fulton Sheen who 
was the greatest influence in his life. The Bishop re-
sponded with a story about a little 11-year-old girl 
in China after the virulently anti-Christian Com-
munists took over the country. 
 

One day, the authorities invaded a local parish and 
locked the pastor in the church’s coal storage room. 
They ransacked the church, broke open the taber-
nacle, and emptied the ciborium on the floor tram-
pling the hosts underfoot. Then they left. A small 
opening between the coal bin and the church al-
lowed the priest to see what happened next. Every 
night, a little girl, one of priest’s parishioners, 
slipped past the guards and stole into the church. 
She knelt and prayed for a few minutes, then bend-
ing over she took a desecrated host on her tongue 
and made a holy hour of thanksgiving. Afterwards, 
she snuck out of the church again. 
 

This went on for 32 nights, corresponding to the 
number of hosts in the tabernacle. On the day the 
child consumed the last host, the soldiers saw her 
and brutally beat her to death. Sheen said if that 
little martyr could sacrifice her life to make a holy 
hour with our Eucharistic Lord every day, he too 
ought to make a daily holy hour in thanks for so 
great a gift. And from that moment, Bishop Sheen 
preached unceasingly urging both priests and laity 
to make holy hours before the Lord.” 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
 

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

will be offered  
in the church from  

5:45am - 6:45am  
on Wednesday mornings 

   

Petition to fund scholarships 
and tax credits to  

fund Catholic Schools 
 

All children deserve  
an exceptional education! 

 

Let’s trust parents, not bureaucrats to make 
the best decisions for their kids The pandemic 
took a heavy toll on Michigan students. Now’s 
the time to support Michigan’s students, to 
give parents more control, and to expand op-
portunities for every student.  
 

Both the Michigan House and Senate passed 
this legislation, but Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer wouldn’t add her signature for it to 
become law. Now if more than 340,000 Michi-
gan voters add their signature to our initiative 
petitions, these opportunities can be a reality 
for Michigan children and families.  
 

The Michigan Catholic Conference is asking 
parents to signa  petition which would provide 
scholarships and tax credits that will help 
Catholic school children. If you would like to 
sign the petition, they are available at the par-
ish office, and MHT school.  
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 Weekday Rosary - The Rosary is 
prayed before the 8:15am weekday 
Masses. This week we pray for an 
end to violence, war, and the forced 
migration of peoples because of con-
flict. 

 

— MASSES THIS WEEK — 

Monday - April 4 
7:00pm Marie Weber, Including Urban &  
  Ken 
 

Tuesday - April 5 - School Mass 
8:15am Donald Goerge (1st Ann.) 
 

Wednesday - April 6 
6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00pm Mary Catherine Fedewa (2nd Ann.), 
  Including Jerry & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Thursday - April 7 
8:15am Richard VanElls  
 

Friday - April 8 
8:15am Gladys Armbrustmacher & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Thelen & 
  Armbrustmacher Families 
 

Saturday - April 9 - Vigil of Palm Sunday 
3:00pm Confession in Server Sacristy 
4:30pm Eugene H. Thelen & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:30am Jane Platte & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
10:30am Deanna Piggott & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 

April 4-10 Servers this Week 
Monday - 7:00pm Jonathan & Skylar Fowler 

Tuesday - 8:15am MHT Students 

Wednesday - 7:00pm Jamison, Donnivon &  

Remington Schueller 

Thursday - 8:15am Sacristan 

Friday - 8:15am Sacristan 

Saturday - 4:30pm Logan & Andrew Platte 

Sunday - 8:30am Aaron & Josie Simon 

Sunday - 10:30am Volunteers Needed 

April 9 & 10 Reader 
Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion Ushers 
Saturday - 4:30pm Robert Orme Cindy Halfman,  

Patty Koenigsknecht,  

Kyle Koenigsknecht 

Lonnie Schueller, Jerome Thelen, 

Mike Koenigsknecht,  

1 Volunteer Needed 

Sunday - 8:30am Susie 

Koenigsknecht 

Ralph Feldpausch, Ronn  

Thelen, Neil Hufnagel,  

1 Volunteer Needed 

Gerry Schomisch, Bruce Schafer,  

2 Volunteers Needed 

Sunday - 10:30am Gerry Davis Karen Bengel, Tricia Goerge, 

Kirk Phillips 

Leon Schneider, Brett Stump, Brent 

McCarty, Gene Messer 

 

Even in his darkest hour, on the night before he died,  
Jesus prayed for the strength to be obedient to God’s will: “Not my will, but your will be done.” 

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Saturday, April 16th at 11am 
Waldron Elementary 

Children 0-10 are welcome to participate. 
Children of all ages are invited to come and watch! 

 

In preparation for spring cleanup and 
mowing, please remove Christmas  
decorations, grave blankets, etc.  

 
Thank You! 

 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my 

strength and my Redeemer” -Psalm 19:14 


