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Fifth Sunday of Lent
“Let the one among you who is without
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.
Again He bent down and wrote on the
ground… they went away one by one…
Then Jesus straightened up and said to
her, Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you? She replied: No one
sir. Then Jesus said, Neither do I
condemn you. Go, and from now on
do not sin anymore.”
John 8:7-11

From The Pastor’s Desk
This week I have asked Kayla Nelson to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
Over the last year, we’ve
had 6 Healing Services
and Holy Spirit Encounters.
These are the landmarks
of what’s been a noticeable
shift in our ministry, and it
begs the question: why this
shift? Where are we
going?
I’m going to start by saying
that two years ago, I went
to a healing service at
another parish and I hated
it. I was in a really tough place in my life and felt stuck. I
had a vague hope of experiencing relief from depression,
but I walked into that church and felt like I had no idea
what was happening. Everyone was so excited to be
there, and seemed to know to arrive over an hour early so
as to be toward the front of the church. Then, as soon as
individual prayer teams were announced, there was a
huge line in a matter of seconds, a line which would move
2 feet in the course of 30 minutes. If someone would have
suggested incorporating Holy Spirit-driven healing ministry
into parish life at Most Holy Trinity to me right after that
event, I can’t say my response would have been musicminister appropriate!
As a staff, we had a lot of questions after our varied
experiences with the healing event I just mentioned, so we
started reading, researching, and talking to people already
involved in these ministries. Ultimately this lead to a huge

perspective shift in our approach to parish ministry,
encapsulated in these basic concepts:
1. Healing, prophetic prayer, and deliverance were
essential to Christ’s ministry.
2. He intended for these to be commonplace in the
Christian life for all Christians.
3. These forms of supernatural ministry are meant to
bring Heaven to Earth, for us to become more whole
and united to Him now.
Three of our staff, including myself, have been attending a
weekly class with Encounter Ministries this academic year.
One of our first homework assignments was to read the
Gospel of Mark and write down every instance of
supernatural power, including healing, deliverance from
evil spirits, miracles, and prophetic revelation. There are
16 chapters in that Gospel, and not a single one of them
lacks one of these demonstrations of power; in total, I
recorded 70 instances. If you took out all of these, you’d
be left with a couple measly paragraphs. This evidences
our first prerogative shift: Jesus wasn’t just here to tell
people to love each other. He came to reveal the
Father’s love in power. Healing and prophecy were the
very essence of his mission.
It’s really incredible that as Christians, we go our entire
lives reading the Gospels and not noticing this. We fixate
on Christ’s moral teachings without realizing that these
were preceded by demonstrations of God’s desire to bring
healing and wholeness to the world.
This is all well and good, but even in recognizing this, it’s
easy to put up a mental wall between what Jesus did and
what we’re called to do as Christians. We’re eager to do
what Jesus told us to do in his teachings, but pick and
choose which acts of his to imitate. I’m guilty of this; I like
to bring God’s love into the world in ways that are more
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comfortable for me, or at least not as intimidating to the
people I encounter. Healing and prophecy are for Jesus
and the really holy people; I can take care of encouraging
others and volunteering and praying in solitude.
But Jesus’ commission is not that comfortable. When he
tells us to “make disciples of all nations,” he also says
“Whoever believes in me will also do the works that I
do; and greater works than these will he do.” We know
what Jesus did, and it was a lot more than preach. He
healed, he drove out demons, he gave people
encouraging and challenging words for their futures. And
contrary to our experiences, He meant for those acts to be
commonplace in Christianity. He spent so much time with
his apostles modeling supernatural power and then
challenging them to do the same. He was inviting them to
become more like himself, to share in His authority and
union with the Holy Spirit. Things didn’t always work out for
them, and at times the disciples returned to Jesus
frustrated because they were unable to heal or deliver
someone. But he doesn’t say “I’ll take care of it, stop
trying.” He explains and equips them to go out and do
more. He promises to give them His Spirit to make these
things possible.
If the Gospel of Mark becomes a few scattered paragraphs
when we remove supernatural ministry, the Acts of the
Apostles does the same. This book is a picture of the early
Church, the field in which the Apostles go out and literally
do what Jesus did. Again, we can paint the early Christian
church as simply a warm community of people who shared
everything and prayed together. But when we look at it
through a new lens, we can see Jesus’ powerful works
carried on in his disciples.
Why is this important? Because the very prayer we were
instructed to pray by Jesus asks for the Father’s will to be
done “on Earth as it is in Heaven.” There is no suffering in
Heaven, no sickness, no emotional brokenness. We’re
missing out on so much when we believe that Earth is a pit
of suffering and we just have to make it until Heaven for
everything to be better. While it is true that pain and
loss are to an extent inevitable experiences, God
wants to begin Heaven now in us. He wants to break
into our sickness and pain through others, and He wants to
use us to break through others’ suffering. He wants to
invite us into loving intimacy with Him now, not just after
we die.
In summary, there has been a major shift in our parish
ministry because it has become apparent that healing and
transformation aren’t just a kind of Christian lifestyle. They
are the very building blocks of Christian life and ministry.
We are going to spend a few articles explaining this
concept further, including how to understand suffering in
light of this knowledge. Our hope is to lay the building
blocks for seeing God’s power in a new way, and
ultimately to invite you into this journey of healing and
transformation. We’re learning along with you, and are
excited to continue to see God’s work in our parish
community. Please consider inviting God in a new way at
the Holy Spirit Encounter this Sunday at 7:00 PM. He
wants to love you and make you whole. Let’s allow His
kingdom to truly come on Earth as it is in Heaven!
God bless,
Kayla
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Opportunities to
grow in holiness:
Lent 2019
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Celebrated every Saturday During Lent
from 3:00 till 4:00 pm.

Encounter with the Holy Spirit Evening
Tonight, Sunday, April 7th, 7:00 p.m.

Blessing of Easter baskets
There is an ancient tradition, carried
on in many parts of the world, where
Christians bring Easter foods to
Church to have them blessed, and
then share them at the Easter meal.
We are probably most familiar with Easter eggs, but many
other cultures include bread (the sweet yeasty breads
symbolize Christ’s resurrection), meats, salt, or any foods
that the faithful will eat at their Easter meal.
It’s a great tradition to get the children
prepared for the Greatest Feast of the
Year and a wonderful way to share your
faith at the Easter dinner table.

Church Decorating
Preparing the church for the Easter
season will take place on Saturday, April
20th beginning at 8:30 am. Sign-up
sheets will be posted on the pro-life
board.
Please
contact
Susie
Koenigsknecht (593-2490) if you have
any questions. God Bless and thank you!

“Whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully.”

Diocesan Service Appeal 2019
Our Diocesan goal this year is $5,100,000.00. Our parish
goal has been set at $64,013.00. Any pledge over and
above our goal will be returned 50% to our parish.

Spring Church Cleaning
Spring cleaning of the church will take place
on Thursday, April 11th (note change in
date) from 9 am to noon. Bring your cleaning
cloths and buckets. Cleaning products are
provided. There are many areas of the
church that need our TLC that weren’t accessed in
December. Please consider of giving your time and talent
for the greater honor and glory of God!! One could consider
this a Lenten offering of service. We also need the
assistance of men in the parish to help with ladders, etc.
Questions, please call Susie at 593-2490. Thank you so
much and may your Lenten journey bring you closer to the
glories of the Resurrection.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162

Page 3

Website: mhtparish.com

Holy Week Liturgies

Palm Sunday - April 14th

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil
Our local 40 Days for For Life Spring campaign is focused
on filling each abortion day with prayer every hour 7AM to
5PM every Wednesday through April 17. Chemical
abortions are performed on Wednesdays at Planned
Parenthood located in Lansing’s Frandor Shopping Center.
Prayer location will be on the grassy area on the West side
of Clippert North of Vine Street.

Flowers for Easter

Holy Thursday - April 18th
10:00 am. Mass of Chrism, St. Mary Cathedral
7:00 pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration in Fr. Ray Center till midnight

To donate flowers in memory of someone
deceased or for the intentions of the living
during the Easter season, please place
your donation in an envelope and mark it
“Easter flowers”. Please write down the
names of those you wish to remember and indicate
whether the person(s) are living or deceased. Drop your
donation in the parish office drop box or place it in the
collection basket. We will remember all the names during
the Easter season at our daily Masses.

A Time to Heal Retreat

Good Friday April 19th
12:00 pm. Stations
3:00 pm. Solemn Good Friday Service
7:00 pm. Evening Service
*a day of obligatory fasting and abstinence

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
April 20th and 21st
Easter Masses:
Saturday - Vigil 8:45 pm.
Easter Sunday
8:15 and 10:30 am.
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into closeness with our
Blessed Mother. Use the sign up sheet in back of church.

Spring Rummage and Bake Sale
St. Michael Parish, 345 Edwards St., Grand Ledge
Wed., April 24, 5 pm-7:30 pm
Thurs., April 25, 8 am-4 pm
$2 per bag begins at noon!

Friday, May 10th - Saturday, May 11th at St.
Francis Retreat Center. The Diocese of Lansing
is sponsoring a retreat designed for victims of
clergy sex abuse. This retreat will address the
impact of abuse on victims, their families and all those
working in institutional settings. There will be mental health
professionals helping facilitate the retreat. For more
information call 517-669-8321 or information@stfrancis.ws
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Dates:
Mon., April 8
No School for MHT/Staff PD
Tues., April 9
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Tues., April 16
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Thurs., April 18
Seder Meal
Fri., April 19
No School/Good Friday
No School: Most Holy Trinity School will not be in session
on Monday, April 8. The teachers are attending a
professional development day with the rest of the catholic
school teachers in the Diocese of Lansing. There is also no
school for our students on Good Friday, April 19.
2019/20 Registration: Registration for Most Holy Trinity
School for the 2019/20 school year is now underway. You
can register students in several different ways:
Go to the School website www.mhtparish.com and find the
Registration & Admissions tab on the school page. There is
a link to the online registration.
You can call the school office at 593-2616.
You can go this website: https://goo.gl/
forms/VleOw8U2lwcJjAQg2
You can use this QR code:
Protecting God’s Children Training for All Students in
Grades 1 - 8: The Diocese of Lansing has adopted a new
safe environment program for all parish children in grades 1
– 8 called the kNOw Program. This program has a new
approach and is presented outside the classroom. At least
one parent will need to attend this training along with their
student. Because children and their parents are going
through this together, it encourages the students to view
their parents as trusted advocates which in turn promotes
open communication about this sensitive topic.
The dates for this required training are:
**Monday, April 22nd from 6:30-8:30pm for 6th-8th
grade students
**Sunday, April 28th from 6:30-8:30pm for 3rd-5th
grade students
**Monday, April 29th from 6:30-8:30pm for 1st and
2nd grade students
This program is for children in grades 1 – 8 regardless of
where they attend school. Religious education, homeschooled and MHT School students should attend. Please
email Anne Hufnagel (principal@mhtpaish.com) or Paul
Fahey (mhtdre@gmail.com) to register for a session. If you
choose not to attend, use this link to sign an opt out form:
https://goo.gl/forms/gWBnF5qiiOhAfKSm2. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school or
religious education office.
Talk to God: When we face circumstances that cause
stress or anxiety - whatever they are - the first thing to do is
to go to our heavenly father and tell him about all of our
troubles. Paul calls that "prayer." Prayer is the reset button
we need to engage when things go wrong in life.
– Timothy J. Witmer
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Shared Pregnancy Women's Center is
hosting
its
annual
Lifesavers
Celebration
and
Fundraiser
on
Thursday, April 25th from 6:30-8:30
p.m. at the Grand Ledge Opera House
(121 S. Bridge St). Admission is free!
There will be a silent auction throughout the evening,
children's crafts, face painting, ice cream sundaes, and a
short program at 7:15 p.m. featuring a client testimony and
awards presentation. Join the fun and support Shared
Pregnancy so we can continue helping women in
unexpected pregnancies and walking alongside families
with young children in the Lansing area.
Easter Egg Hunt
The annual K of C Easter Egg Hunt will be
held 11am on Saturday April 20th at
Waldron Elementary. All children 0-10 are
welcome. Also, children of all ages are
invited to come and watch
You Are Invited to Celebrate. . .
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 28, 2019, 2:30
p.m., St. Gerard. 4437 W. Willow, Lansing.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Homily, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction,
Prayers & Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Prepare for Divine Mercy Sunday by
starting the novena on Good Friday.

Bible Study on Acts of the Apostles
Happening now! A 10 week study on the Acts of the
Apostles Fridays at 9 AM in the Youth Center. The study,
"Lectio Evangelization" is taken from FORMED on our
parish website (led by Dr. Mary Healy). The bible study is
facilitated by Adam Halfman.
Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey, mhtdre@gmail.com
If you are currently a high school freshman or older who
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and
haven't met with Paul, please email or call 989-593-3174.
American Legion Walleye Dinner
121 N. Mercantile, Carson City -- Friday, April 12 & 19. 4:30
p.m. until gone! Takeout available.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Jandernoa Water Systems
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
First Publication:
Zane Tobin, son of Rocky & Michelle
Tobin
Alexandria Whitman, daughter of Kandy
& Bruce Thelen, Darren Whitman &
Jennyl Simon
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy
Schmitt,
Gregg
Platte,
Frank
Hufnagel,
Janet
Armbrustmacher, Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer
Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer,
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers,
Declan Schmidt, Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Joyce
Goerge, Father Den Morrow and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity

Monday - April 8
7:00 p.m. + Janet Armbrustmacher
Tuesday - April 9
8:15 a.m. + Aimee Antes, Incl. Ken Koenigsknecht &
Living & Deceased Family Members
Wednesday - April 10
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m. + Deanna Piggott
Thursday - April 11
8:15 a.m. + Theresa Fox
Friday - April 12
8:15 a.m. + Bob & Agnes Thurston, Including Bill &
Living & Deceased Family Members
Saturday - April 13
3:00 p.m.
Confessions
4:30 p.m. + Clem & Pauline Armbrustmacher & living &
Deceased Family Members
Sunday - April 14
8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. + Marvin & Julia Miller & Living &
Deceased Family Members

Ushers for March April 13 & 14
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen,
Mike Koenigsknecht
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung,
Kurt Koenigsknecht
10:30 a.m. – Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil Feldpausch,
Volunteer

March 30 & 31 Collection………………...……. $10,039.50
Special Collections
Capital Improvement ………..…………….…….…. $55.00
Newspapers ……………………………….……….… $25.00
Easter Flowers ……………………………………... $273.00
Catholic Relief Services ……………………………. $55.00
First Offering …………………………………………... $5.00

Servers for this week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Braxton Myers, Madelyn Sillman, Gavin
Klein
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Bryce Ward, Jonathan Fowler
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer

Servers for April 13 & 14
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for .the young people that are on retreat
this weekend. May the Holy Spirit walk beside
them as they continue their faith journey.

Readings for the Week of April 7, 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or Dn 13:41c-62;
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:12-20
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;
Jn 8:31-42
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42

4:30 p.m. - Roman & Nicholai Schafer, Jamison Schueller,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Quinten, Nate & Kara Esch, Jonah Thelen
10:30 a.m. - Logan & Keegan Klein, Tony Piggott, Ben
Schafer

April 7, 2019
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

