4th Suynday in Advent A + 21 Dec 2025 + “Response”

Over the last 3 weeks of Advent, we have been rediscovering our story of salvation.
Created: God created the world out of nothing, in the first act of love. How the world was
created good, how men and women were created very good, in God’s own image and
likeness. Captured: our first parents, Eve and Adam, were captured by the devil, deceived
by his lies, and their disobedience opened the door to sin and death in the world. Rescued:
God, in His goodness, has rescued us, by the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus
Christ. St. Paul sums up this entire drama in his letter to the Ephesians (2:12-22), writing:

Remember that you were [separated] from Christ...having no hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood
of Christ. For he himselfis our peace...For through him we [have] access in one Spirit to the
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

That is our story. If you listen carefully, you see that we’ve actually returned to where we
began. Whereas Adam and Eve were made in God’s image and likeness, and therefore were
walking images of God in the world, we, the rescued, are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit. Except we are no longer in the Garden of Eden. We are in a new
creation, called the “Kingdom of God.” This Kingdom has come, but not fully. Its final
consummation, the 2n coming of Christ, waits upon God’s providential timing. But it also
waits upon us. And that brings us to our final meditation, which we will call “response.”

If you have ever been to an evangelical protestant church, you have probably witnessed
one of their “altar calls.” This is when the preacher invites people to come forward and
make a public decision to repent of their sins and put their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. By
doing so, they say, you will “be saved”: you are forgiven of all past and future sins and
guaranteed to go to heaven (not all protestants believe this). As Catholics, we believe that
is an incomplete understanding of salvation. Salvation is not just going to heaven (as
awesome as that is!); it is living for God in the Kingdom of God, which begins in this life!
Salvation as a process, a relationship; Scripture calls it a “Covenant.” And a Covenant, like a
marriage, should grow deeper each day. But relationships can also be destroyed, if we so
choose it. God is always faithful to His Covenant; sadly, human beings are not.

For this reason, our “altar calls” look different. Having been Baptized and given the gift of
initial salvation (usually as an infant), we continue to be saved by the grace of God each day.
In particular, at each Mass, we confess our sins in the Penitential Rite. We hear the Good
News proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word. We profess our common faith in the Creed.
We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, and so renew our
Covenant with God. We also have special opportunities for grace along the way: mercy in
the Sacrament of Penance, for when we fail at our end of the Covenant. Greater power in



the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation. A structured path to love and self-
gift in marriage and holy orders. Forgiveness and healing in the Anointing of the Sick. And
all of this takes root in our hearts in our daily personal and family prayer. We have an
unending stream of grace available to us! And if we remain firmly united to the grace of
Jesus Christ, we have very good reason to hope that we will be fully saved when we die.

And yet in all of this, it is possible to just passively go through the motions, without really
putting our whole heart into our Covenantal commitment. For this reason, St. John Paul II
once said that the goal of the proclamation of the Gospel, which we have done over these
last 4 weeks, is that a person is one day overwhelmed and brought to the decision to entrust
himself to Jesus Christ by faith, [which] is gradually deepened (Catechesi Tradendae 25).

This “entrustment” is an act of the whole person. Entrustment of the intellect or mind:
where we seek to conform all our thoughts with “the mind of Christ” (I Cor 2:16), especially
by knowing His Word (Eph 6:17), and believing with the Church, as She has passed on the
revelation of who God is, especially as is summarized in the Creeds (I Tim 3:15). Entrust-
ment of the will or soul: seeking to conform all our decisions, actions, and our passions in
what St. Paul calls “the obedience of faith” in our 21d reading today. Finally, entrusting even
our bodies. As St. Paul says in his letter to the Romans (12:2): I urge you therefore...to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. Do not
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.

Now how this decision of entrustment occurs is different for everyone. For some, it begins
with a powerful experience of God, say at a retreat, in adoration, or in Confession. For
others, it is something that began in childhood and gradually deepens in daily fidelity.
Regardless of how it comes about, its authenticity will be revealed in the fruit it bears. In
particular, in right worship, and in thanksgiving. Worship here doesn’t just mean going to
Mass on Sundays and Holy day of obligation, but rather, loving God above all created things.
And loving Him and others in a spirit of joyful gratitude for the salvation at work in us.

There is one final aspect of entrusting ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ that we cannot
overlook, and it may be the most intimidating: being sent on mission. As we have said, the
Lord has left us with His Holy Spirit to empower us to continue His mission on earth until
He comes again. One of the fruits of the experience of being rescued by Christ is that you
want others to experience this same freedom. Not from a place of guilt or fear, but rather
of love. When someone experiences radical love, like a marriage proposal, they can’t wait
to share this good news with others. Sharing love isn’t hard—we do it every day. But we
should share it not only with deeds, but also with words; with our story: created, captured,
rescued, response. As we approach Christmas this week, we find all the encouragement we
need by looking at the fruit of the humble “yes of faith” of Mary and Joseph to the amazing
mission God gave them: salvation was born for us.



