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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May God bless and continue to guide
our young people who have received their
First Holy Communion.
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Ordination to the deaconate: This
weekend our bishop will ordain 12 men to
the deaconate. Two of them will be
ordained priests next June and the other
ten will remain deacons. They are
members of the permanent deaconate.
Who is a Deacon? A deacon receives the
Sacrament of Holy Orders from the bishop.
We find this ministry in the Acts of the
Apostles. (Acts 6:1-6)
“At that time, as the number of disciples continued to
grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews
because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. So the Twelve called together the
community of the disciples and said: It is not right for
us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.
Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men,
filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall
appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word. The proposal
was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose
Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, also
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They
presented these men to the apostles who prayed and
laid hands on them. The word of God continued to
spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem
increased greatly; even a large group of priests were
becoming obedient to the faith.”
Deacons are ordained as a sacramental sign to the Church
and to the world of Christ, who came "to serve and not to be
served." The entire Church is called by Christ to serve, and
the deacon, in virtue of his sacramental ordination and
through his various ministries, is to be a servant. The
Greek word in Scripture for deacon means “one who
serves.”
What are these "various ministries" of the Deacon?
Deacons under the direction of the bishop and his
delegates, and under the authority of the parish pastor, are
allowed to proclaim the Gospel at Mass, preach, and teach
in the name of the Church. Deacons may baptize, they can
witness marriages, and conduct wakes and funeral
services. Most important, it is not only what a deacon does,
but who a deacon is – a servant.
Why do some deacons become priests? For many years
ordained ministers "ascended" from one office to another,
culminating in ordination to the presbyterate, or priesthood.
The Second Vatican Council (1962 – 1965), however,
authorized the restoration of the diaconate as a permanent
order of ministry. So, while students for the priesthood are
still ordained deacons prior to their ordination as priests,
there are more than 13,000 deacons in the United States
who serve in this Order permanently.
I have asked John Vinton, one of the transitional deacon
candidates to share a little with us as he prepares for
ordination this Saturday….
Reflections on the Diaconate: As I reflect on about to be
ordained a deacon, I think back on when I first entered

May 19, 2019

college seminary back in the Fall of 2011. It is hard to
believe that 8 years have gone by. While I will eventually be
ordained a priest, the diaconate is a very important ministry
in its own right. As a deacon I will promise to pray the
Liturgy of the Hours, to be obedient to the bishop, to be
celibate, and to proclaim the Gospel faithfully. These are all
very great responsibilities. While I have prepared myself to
make these commitments, I realize that I am not able to
fulfill them by my own strength or talent; I need God’s
grace. Acknowledging my weakness to the Lord, I know
that he will give me everything I need to do his will. God will
be faithful; if I am faithful to him, he will make up whatever
is lacking and fill every need. The Lord's words to St. Paul
are just as as relevant for me: “Paul, my grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
It is has been and continues to be quite a process to
become less self-reliant and more “God-reliant.” I am
humbled and grateful that God chooses me to love him and
serve him as a deacon and as a priest.
Let us pray for these men who are approaching the altar to
serve the Diocese of Lansing.
God bless, Fr. Dennis

St. Stephen, deacon and martyr,
Pray for us!
Ordination to the Deaconate
Saturday, May 18th 2019
at 10:30 am.
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
955 Alton Road, East Lansing

Transitional Deaconate
John Vinton
Michael Cassar

Permanent Deaconate
Gary Perrydore
Gordon Prepsky
Richard Stoolmakeer
Robert Strouse
Kevin Wiley

Sean Costello
Eric Elstro
Phillip Guyeskey
Peter Hansen
Robert Nieman

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is
that our Blessed Mother would, through her
grace and intercessory power, undo knots for all
those who entrust them to her loving care.

Thank you!
Thank you to all who sacrificed
their time and energy to help
with our early clean up after the
ice and wind storm in the
cemetery! Thanks also to all of
those that helped with our normal spring cemetery
clean up. The grounds look beautiful once again!
Thank you again and may God continue to bless each
and every one of you.
The Cemetery Committee

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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I received this letter from Sister Mary of the Holy
Family.
God bless, Fr. Dennis
Dear Father Dennis and parishioners
of Most Holy Trinity Parish,
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
This year I had the great grace to sing
the Exultet during the Easter Vigil. I
found it a very meaningful
experience. Remember, the Exultet is
sung in the dark, before any lights in
the church have been turned on and
the only candle lit is the newly blessed Paschal candle.
After forty days of prayer, fasting and good works we
spent a whole [holy] week meditating more deeply on
all the sufferings of Our Lord culminating with His
death for us on the cross. Now we stand in what could
be the dark tomb. Everything is still... all of a sudden:
a light. Jesus is not in the tomb. He has actually
conquered humanities worst fear: evil and death! The
notes of the Exultet tremble in our hearts as we hear it
sung out, “let this holy building shake with joy!...
sound aloud our mighty King's triumph!” This is the
great mystery of our Faith. Yet it does not remain an
ancient secret of 2,000 years ago. It is a living mystery
that we continually experience in our Christian battle
against sin and death. One way I understand this death
and resurrection is in our daily apostolate. I give my
time and energy and love into the work we are
entrusted with here in Ireland. Whether it be Sacristy
work, our weekly kid’s club, a special gypsy girls
group, planning for the liturgy, bringing Holy
Communion to the sick, giving talks to groups,
Vacation Bible School *Save the Date*
We're really excited that three Dominican
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist from
Ann Arbor will be leading VBS this year! The
date is June 24-28. We will have more details
along with registration later this spring.
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter
into closeness with our Blessed Mother. Use the
sign up sheet in back of church.
Interested in advertising your
business in the bulletin?
Michael Lenz, a representative
from our bulletin publisher,
Diocesan Publications, will be seeking new ads and
renewing present parish bulletin ads the week of May 20th.
If you are interested in advertising please call the parish
office for Michael’s contact information. We feel this is an
excellent opportunity for local businesses to increase their
visibility. Advertising in the bulletin allows this publication
to be printed each week at no cost to our parish.

Website: mhtparish.com

sacramental preparation, doing the music for Masses
and other ceremonies, neighborly attention to the
parishioners and benefactors, or just the daily grind of
community life. Many times I feel the literal meaning
of “giving your life” to this mission of bringing the
Good News to the ends of the earth. I also “die” to
many of my natural inclinations to do what perhaps I
would prefer to do or the way I would prefer to do it.
My religious vows themselves remind me not to focus
on the pleasures of this life but to look forward to a
greater good.
Just as sure as the Cross in our life, is also the
Resurrection! Our Lord is faithful and His words are
true. He teaches us, “if a grain of wheat does not fall to
the ground and dies it remains only a single grain but if
it dies it bears much fruit”. Yes, there were many
battles to be fought this year and just as Christ
promises they have brought their fruit in due time.
Even small victories are an undeniable sign of growth
and reason for hope. I would like to ask you to help me
thank the Lord for all the good things He has given me
this past year in Ireland, in the Church, in this
Religious Family, and in my own personal life. I know
that my prayers for you are also bearing fruit since He
promises to listen to those who are persistent... and I
thank you for all your prayers which have been
supporting me in my vocation.
Let us remain always united, especially around this
Paschal Mystery which we celebrate on a smaller scale
together every Sunday!
In Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Sister Mary of the Holy Family
Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174
If you are currently a high school freshman or older who
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and
haven't met with Paul, please email or call 989-593-3174.

K of C 50/50 Raffle
The Knights of Columbus are excited to
announce our annual ‘50/50 Support the
Faith Club’ fundraiser. This is a cash raffle
with various cash prizes and the proceeds
will provide scholarships for families that are sending their
children to MHT School. Tickets for the raffle are $20 and
can be purchased at MHT School, rectory, and any officer.
Each KC member was mailed two tickets and is
encouraged to purchase or sell the tickets. We are
requesting all tickets (sold/unsold) be returned by July 6th
as the first of 20 cash raffle drawings will be July 8th. ALL
entries will be eligible for ALL 20 drawings. The
scholarships will be provided for the 2019-20 school year.
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel,
restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Important Dates:
Tuesday, May 21
Friday, May 24
Monday, May 27
Tuesday, May 28
Thursday, May 30
Thursday, May 30
Friday, May 31
Tuesday, June 4
Wednesday, June 5
Thursday, June 6
Friday, June 7

Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
11:30 Dismissal/Staff PD in p.m.
No School/Memorial Day
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
1st – 4th Grade Field Trip
5th – 8th Grade Field Trip
8th Grade Class Trip
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
8th Grade Graduation
11:30 Dismissal
Last Day of School/Family BBQ

Be a Signpost: A good witness isn't like a salesman;
emphasis is on a person rather than a product. A good
witness is like a signpost. It doesn't matter whether it is old,
young, pretty, ugly; it has to point the right direction and be
able to be understood. We are witnesses to Christ, we point
to him. – John White
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Fowler Athletic Boosters to Host Scrap Metal Drive
A large trailer will be located at the village recycling site
from May 17-25. Suggested items are: Outdoor furniture,
metal fencing, cookware, shelving, poles, pipes/wires,
ladders, sinks, car parts, appliances, bed frames/springs,
bikes, grills, tools, gutters, siding, farm equipment, hot
water heaters, trampoline frames & exercise equipment.
If you are unsure about acceptable items, call Portland Iron
& Metal, Inc at 517-647-6476.
Items NOT accepted include: batteries, propane tanks,
computers, TVs, full paint cans, items with freon
(refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners).

Diocesan Service Appeal
“Whoever sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully.”
Our Diocesan goal this year is $5,100,000.00.
Our parish goal has been set at $64,013.00.
Any pledge over and above our goal will be
returned 50% to our parish.

Pledges now total $44,234.32
69.1% of our goal!
Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Theology on Tap for Young Adults
"If we have a good God- why do bad things happen?"

Simon Builders

May 21st in Howell at Cleary's Pub. Join us for good food,
drink, fellowship, and theology! Bring your questions.
Featuring Deacon Gene Hausmann.

Most Holy Trinity would like to congratulate the 2019 high school graduates!
Please continue to pray for these students, that they will seek God's will for their lives.
Camile Andrade
Rhett Blemaster
Preston Braun
Nathan Epkey
Lauren Erk
Dan Esch
Joseph Feldpausch
Kyle Feldpausch
Megan Feldpausch
Tricia Feldpausch
Brennan Fitzpatrick
Gavin Fitzpatrick
Haylee Geiger
Anna George

Alex Gibbons
Cole Goerge
Morgan Goerge
Riley Goerge
Chad Klein
Wyatt Martin
Jess Minns
Wendy Montiel-Veral
Gabriel Myers
Nathaniel Myers
Tyler Piggott
Brittney Rudat
Kayla Schafer

Nolan Schmitz
Ashlyn Simon
Owen Simon
Jared Snyder
Marisa Snyder
Jacob Taylor
Jayci Theis
Kaylah Thelen
Alyssa Vandegriff
Madeline Veale
Tyler Wainright
Katelyn Weber
Brooklyn Witgen
Abigail Wohlfert

"Dear young people, my joyful hope is to see you keep running the race before you, outstripping all those who are slow
or fearful. Keep running, 'attracted by the face of Christ, whom we love so much, whom we adore in the Holy Eucharist and
acknowledge in the flesh of our suffering brothers and sisters. May the Holy Spirit urge you on as you run this race.
The Church needs your momentum, your intuitions, your faith. We need them!
And when you arrive where we have not yet reached, have the patience to wait for us.'" - Pope Francis

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Second Publication: Joshua Schmitt & Courtney
Henning

Aidrix Gregory Koenigsknecht, son of Greg and
Rachelle (Roof) Koenigsknecht
We welcome Aidrix to our parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen,
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel,
Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah
Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben,
Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell,
Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff Wadell, Charles
Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy
D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith,
Charles Miller, Joyce Goerge, Father Den Morrow Alick
Feldpausch and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
May 11 & 12 Collection………………...……… $12,051.00
Special Collections
Cemetery ……………….…………………………...... $12.00
Newspapers ...…………………………………...….. $90.00
Easter Offering ………..………………………………. 20.00
ETF …………………………………………………… $125.00
Monthly Finance Report For April
Sunday Collection-All Sources-…………...….$71,309.76
Sunday Collections-Year to Date- …………..$577,554.39
Sunday Collections- FY 19 Budget- ………. $675,000.00
Percentage Collected Through April-…………… 85.56%

Monday - May 20
7:00 p.m. + George & Grant Heckman
Tuesday - May 21
8:15 a.m. + William & Adeline Rademacher & Living &
Deceased Family Members
Wednesday - May 22
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m. + Lucille Martin & Living & Deceased Family
Members
Thursday - May 23
8:15 a.m. + Tony Thelen & Living & Deceased Family
Members
Friday - May 24
8:15 a.m. + Ken Weber Including Urban & Living &
Deceased Family Members
Saturday - May 25
4:30 p.m.
+ Jim Koenigsknecht & Living & Deceased
Family Members
Sunday - May 26
8:30 a.m. + Marvin Feldpausch & Deceased Members
of the Feldpausch & Schmitt Families
10:30 a.m.
People of the Parish

Ushers for May 25 & 26
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Luke Thelen
8:30 a.m. - Dean Platte, Gregg Platte, Nick Platte, Adam
Platte
10:30 a.m. - Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley,
John Rademacher

Servers for this week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Madelyn Sillman, Damien Miller
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Paige & Carter Thelen
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer

Servers for May 24 & 25
4:30 p.m. - Collin Feldpausch, Gavin Klein, Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Tony Piggott, Nolan
Simon
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary, & Augustine Spitzley, Volunteer
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Readings for the Week of May 19, 2019
Monday
Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;
Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8
Thursday
Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11
Friday
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12; Jn 15:12-17

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

