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Back in February of this year Pope Francis 
gave the Church a new feast day. Every 
year the day after Pentecost is now the 
memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church. Cardinal Robert 
Sarah, the head of the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Sacraments, has 
urged priests to make celebrating this 
memorial a priority and he said that the 
readings the Church chose for this feast 
“illuminate the mystery of spiritual 
motherhood.” So I thought it would be 

worthwhile to reflect on these readings and discover what it 
means for Mary to be our mother and the Mother of the 
Church.  
 

The Church gives us two options for the first reading, one of 
them is from the Acts of the Apostles (I’ll get back to that 
one) and the other is from Genesis (Gen 3:9-15, 20). This 
second option is the story of when God confronts Adam and 
Eve after they ate the forbidden fruit. During that 
conversation with our first parents, God turned his attention 
to the serpent and made this remarkable statement: 
 

"Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all 
the animals and from all the wild creatures; On your belly 
shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your 
life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your 
head, while you strike at his heel." 
 

This is the first prediction of Mary and Jesus in scripture. 
Adam and Eve sinned only minutes before and God already 
has a plan for how he’s going to fix things. The serpent 
(representing the devil, sin, and death) will be delivered a 
fatal blow to the head by a descendent of Eve.  
 

There were only two women in all of human history who did 
not have original sin, Eve and Mary. Both women were 
given the choice of either obeying God or turning away from 
Him. Eve’s choice brought sin into the world whereas 
Mary’s choice brought Jesus (the destroyer of sin and 
death) into the world. Eve, whose names means “mother of 
all the living,” gave birth to sin and death. Whereas Mary 
gave birth to the Messiah and, in turn, the Church. For, as 
St. Leo the Great says, the birth of the Head is also the 
birth of the body. 

 

This brings us directly to the gospel reading for the day. It 
is St. John’s account of the crucifixion (John 19:25-34) 
where Jesus is hanging on the cross and sees his mother. 
The gospel says: 
 

“Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he 
loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.’ 
Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother.’ And 
from that hour the disciple took her into his home.” 
 

The beloved disciple is likely John himself, but he remains 
unnamed and thereby represents all of the disciples who 
Jesus loves, in other words, the whole Church. While 
hanging on the cross Jesus gives his Church one last gift, 
a mother - his mother. And Mary doesn’t hesitate in taking 
on her motherly role.  
 

This brings us back to the other option that the Church 
gives us for the first reading taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles (Acts 1:12-14). This reading takes place 
immediately after Jesus ascended into heaven. Jesus told 
them that the Holy Spirit was coming but he didn’t tell them 
when. So the apostles went back to the upper room in 
Jerusalem and waited. The reading says: 
 

When they entered the city they went to the upper room 
where they were staying…[and] devoted themselves with 
one accord to prayer, together with some women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” 
 

Mary was here encouraging and praying with this small 
band of people who would go on to become the first 
bishops and pope. Mary was already full of grace and the 
Holy Spirit from the annunciation all those years earlier, so 
she sat with the apostles and, according to Archbishop 
Roche (Secretary for  the Congregation for Divine 
Worship) “she who knew more about the Holy Spirit was 
helping them to persevere, and to pray, and to make a 
space for the coming of the Holy Spirit in their own minds 
and hearts.” 
 

So what does all this mean for us? This feast is another 
reminder for us to turn to Mary and ask for her motherly 
help. At times when we feel distant or angry at God we 
can cry out to Mary and ask her to intercede for us and 
pray for our hearts to soften. And when we’re desperate 
for the Holy Spirit we know we can ask Mary, who is full of 
grace, to pray for a greater outpouring of the Spirit on our 
lives. This feast is one more opportunity to turn to Our 
Mother and say, as the Responsorial Psalm says, "My 
home is within you."  
 

God Bless,      Paul 

This week I have asked Paul Fahey to share with us. 
 

God Bless,   Fr. Dennis 
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Congratulations to these students who received the Holy Eucharist  
for the first time on Saturday, May 5, 2018. 

Photography by 
Jon Nobach  
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, May 21           5th- 8th Grade Field Trip 
Tuesday, May 22           Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Friday, May 25              11:30 dismissal 
Monday, May 28            No School/Memorial Day 
Tuesday, May 29          8th Grade class trip 
Friday, June 1                1st-4th Grade field trip 
Friday, June 1                Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Monday, June 4             8th Grade Graduation 
Tuesday, June 5            Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thursday, June 7          Last Day of School at MHT 
 

2018/19 Registration:  Most Holy Trinity School is now 
registering for the 2018/19 school year.  Any children eligi-
ble for grades 1 through 8 can be registered.  You do not 
have to be Catholic or members of Most Holy Trinity Parish 
to enroll.  If you would like more information about the 
school please visit our website 
www.mhtparish.com or call the office to set 
up a visit (593-2162).  You can use the fol-
lowing QR code or the website (https://
goo.gl/forms/zh0s0eKa8wf0UmD42) to reg-
ister. A link can also be found on our parish 
website.   
 

Homework sessions:  There will be no more scheduled 
after-school homework sessions for this school year. 
 

Test:  A faith that is not tested is never proven trust-
worthy. – Marcia Furrow 

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion.  

 

*****Scrip Gift Giving***** 
 

Graduation, Fathers Day and Summer Va-
cation are fast approaching. MHT Scrip 
offers a wide variety of gift cards for all of 

your gift giving and vacation needs; gas, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and hotels. Visit shopwithscrip.com for a 
complete list. A wide range of gift cards is available in the 
MHT School office during school hours  

“Go and Announce the  
Gospel of the Lord”  

 

Please prayerfully consider how you or 
your family will respond to this call to 
carry on Christ’s work in our 
community.   
 
We are at 50% of our goal! 

Our Parish Goal   

2018 
 

$65,625.00 

MHT Pictorial Directory 
 

Our next round of photography sessions are quickly ap-
proaching from May 16-26! Check on our parish website for 
open time slots. Keep checking back as the dates approach 
because spots open as we have last minute cancellations. 
 

Also, we are in need of people to work the welcome table at 
photo sessions. They are around 3 hours long. Sign up for 
shifts by contacting Lynn Vincent 
at walkingvincent@gmail.com or 989-640-1106  

 

Congratulations to the High School 
Graduates of  2018 

 

Most Holy Trinity would like to congratulate the 2018 high 
school graduates! Please continue to pray for these stu-
dents, that they will seek God's will for their lives.  
 

"Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on 
fire."  ~ St. Catherine of Siena 

Dylan Antes 
Dane Armbrustmacher 
Hunter Armbrustmacher 
Brett Bauer 
Viktor Bedaine 
Kyle Behrendt 
Carter Bertram 
Charles Boak 
Nickolai Conner 
Olivia Curtiss 
Paxton Esch 
Mariele Feldpausch 
McKenzie Feldpausch 
Victor Feldpausch 
Gavin Halverson 
Noah Hamilton 
Jonathan Hong 
Sidney Horak 
Anthony Hufnagel 
Kennedy Koenigsknecht 
McKenzie Koenigsknecht 

Eric Kohagen 
Dante Kramer 
Makenna Miller 
Olivia Miller 
Cole Myer 
Mason Pline 
Adam Pohl 
Taylor Rademacher 
Tyler Rademacher 
Taryn Schafer 
Holly Schmitz 
Elizabeth Scott 
Logon Simmon 
Brooke Taylor 
Brand Thelen 
Jacob Thelen 
Nicholas Thelen 
Emily VanElls 
Michaela Ward 
Ciera Weber 
Jolie Wieber 

James Wohlfert 

"Vacation Bible School is happening once again! This 
year's VBS will be June 19-21, 9:00am-Noon for children 
currently in grades K - 4.  
If you would like to register: Please visit the religious 
education page on our website (mhtparish.com/religious-
education) and click the "VBS Registration Form" link. Or 
you can visit the parish office and fill out a paper form. We 
are asking for a $5 donation per child to offset our costs. 
If you would like to volunteer: We are in need of helpers 
and leaders, high school and older, to help with the many 
activities that week. You can help one day or all three. You 
can help with the kids or behind the scenes. There's 
something for anyone who wants to help! Please contact 
me (mhtdre@gmail.com, 593-3174 x1) if interested." 
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Faith Fest 2018 
Saturday, June 23, 2018 

St Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Featuring Matt Maher and Unspoken 
Plus Sanctus Real, Jason Grey and JJ Heller 

 

VIP tickets ($50.00 value) and parking passes are  
included for all families who attend 

 

Visit www.faithfest.com to see what we have  
planned for this year's event 

Catholic Bible School 
 

This fall, the Catholic Biblical School of Mich-
igan (CBSM) is offering programs to study 
Scripture.  From Genesis to Revelations, 
classes over a four-year period draw from 
contemporary Biblical scholarship and Cath-
olic tradition, while focusing on the needs 

and interests of all Catholics. 
 

One of several locations will be St. Mary’s in Westphalia.  
Information nights June 5th July 10th and August 7th  To find 
out more, go on their website: info@cbsmich.org Or call 
313-274-4500. More information is available at the parish 
office. Registration deadline is Sunday, September 2nd  

Support the Faith Raffle 
 

The Knights of Columbus are excited to an-
nounce our annual ‘50/50 Support the Faith 
Club’ fundraiser.  This is a cash raffle with vari-
ous cash prizes and the proceeds will provide 

scholarships for families that are sending their children to 
MHT School.  Tickets for the raffle are $20 and can be pur-
chased at MHT School, the rectory, and any officer.  Each 
KC member was mailed two tickets and is encouraged to 
purchase or sell the tickets.  We are requesting all tickets 
(sold/unsold) be returned by July 6th as the first of 20 cash 
raffle drawings will be July 9th.  ALL entries will be eligi-
ble for ALL 20 drawings.  The scholarships will be provid-
ed for the 2018-19 school year.  

 
Most Holy Trinity 
Parish Feast Day 

Saturday May 27th after the 4:30 
pm. Mass 

Inflatable Bounce House, Food 
and Refreshments 

 
Celebrate our Parish 

All are welcome! 

 

Fr. Bill’s 50th anniversary of Ordination  
 
 

Mark your calendars!   
On Sunday, June 24th Fr. Bill 
will celebrate with his family 
and our parish his 50th anni-
versary of ordination.  The 

Mass will be at 2:00pm. 
There will be a reception af-

ter at the Activity Center 
 
 

All are welcome 

The family of Theresa Fox would like to 
thank everyone who was there for them 
following her passing. Thanks to Fr. Dennis, 
the choir for the beautiful music, the cooks, 
and all those who purchased Masses and 
made donations to the Educational Trust 
Fund in her memory.   

2018 Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly 
 

Our third Diocesan Assembly, 
"Made for Happiness" is going 
to be at the Breslin Center in 
East Lansing on Saturday, 
September 22. The day will 
feature a Eucharistic 
Procession from the Cathedral 
to the Breslin Center, and 
conclude with Mass. Many 
other activities are also 

planned for the day including talks by Fr. Mike Schmitz and 
Jennifer Fulwiller. 15,000 people are expected to attend! To 
register or find out more information go to https://
madeforhappiness.org/. Contact Adam at the parish office if 
you are interested in being on the planning committee to 
help promote this event in our parish.  

 

Blackjack Dealers 
 

If you would like to sign up to be a dealer 
for the Vegas Tent (Blackjack, Let It Ride, 
Money Wheel) please contact Lyle Simon 
or Adam Halfman at the parish office. The 
state now requires background checks for 

all dealers so we have paperwork for you to fill out.  
 

Festival Volunteers Needed 
 

We are currently in need of volunteers 
to chair the following events at the 
parish festival:  
 

***Three or four people to join the 
established co-chairs of food court 
(bulk of the work on Saturday and 
Sunday of the festival).  
 

***One or two people to chair the 
parade (bulk of the work on Sunday 
morning of the festival). 
 

***One person to join with two established co-chairs to 
assist with electrical set-up or take down (Thursday 
before the festival, or Sunday/Monday after the festival). 
 

***One or two people to chair the volleyball tournament 
or we will no longer be able to have it. (Saturday of the 
festival) . 
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Monday - May 21 
     7:00 p.m. +  William & Adeline Rademacher & Living &                     
                         Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday -  May 22 
     8:15 a.m. +  Paul Fox, Including Helen 
Wednesday - May 23 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
     7:00 p.m. + Lucille Martin & Living & Deceased Members        
                        of the Family 
Thursday - May 24 
     8:15 a.m.. + Vern & Leona Miller 
Friday - May 25 
     8:15 a.m.  + Richard Becker (50th Anniversary),                                            
                         Including Curt Luttig 
Saturday - May 26 
     4:30 p.m. +  Ken A. Thelen & Living & Deceased                         
                        Members of the Family 
Sunday - May 27 
    8:30 a.m.  +  Donald Kramer & Living & Deceased                   
                         Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.     People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, May 26 & 27 
4:30  p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. -Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
10:30 a.m.- Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht, 
Hilary Stump 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, May 26 & 27 
4:30 p.m. - Jack, Anna & Sam Vanneste, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Nolan, Madison, & Mitchell Wirth, Owen Simon 
10:30 a.m. - McKenzie Feldpausch, Hudson Phillips, 
Tristan & Quentin Smith 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene 
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, 
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, 
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, 
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,  
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine 
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, 
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace 
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane 
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher,  
Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, and a special 
intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week  
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Rebecca & Nicholas Smith, Taryn 
Schmitz 
Tues., 8:15 a.m.-  MHT School Volunteers 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Emma & Zachary Halfmann, Nate & Kate 
Spicer 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 

Readings for the Week of May 20, 2018 
 

Monday James 3:13-18; Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 15;  Mark 
 9:14-29 
Tuesday James 4:1-10; Psalms 55:7-8, 9-10a, 10b-
 11a, 23; Mark 9:30-37 
Wednesday James 4:13-17; Psalms 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-10, 11; 
 Mark 9:38-40 
Thursday James 5:1-6; Psalms 49:14-15ab, 15cd-16, 
 17-18, 19-20; Mark 9:41-50 
Friday James 5:9-12; Psalms 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-
 12; Mark 10:1-12 
Saturday James 5:13-20; Psalms 141:1-2, 3 and 8: 
 Mark 10:13-16 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that God will provide as we enter into the 
planning stages for our parish festival. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
Rademacher Insurance Agengy 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

May 12 & 13 Collection…………………………. $11,638.19 

Special Collections 
ETF…………………………………………………..…   110.00 
Newspapers……………………………………….…...  45.00 
Cemetery………………………………………………… 10.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

May 20, 2018 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours  
8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 

 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 

 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

The MHT Educational Trust Fund would like to thank every-
one who donated to the Trust Fund in the memory of Doro-
thy Bradley. Your generous donations make it possible for 
future generations of children, young people, and adults to 
benefit from a Catholic education here at Most Holy Trinity 
School, the Religious Education Program, Youth Ministry, 
and Adult Education for years to come. 


