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Sixth Sunday of Easter - He is risen!
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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Communion of Saints:
Pope Francis canonizes 10 new saints
Dear friends in Christ,
Last weekend at the Sunday liturgy
at St. Peters, our Holy Father raised
10 religious men and women, priests, and a lay
man to the altars of the Church. The truth is,
the Church does not “make” saints, it recognizes them. God and the cooperation of men and
women of faith makes saints. As Pope Francis
said in his homily:

“Holiness does not consist of a few heroic
gestures, but of many small acts of daily love.”

The Mass began with the rite of canonization,
which included the reading of short biographies
of each blessed. A Litany of Saints was sung
before Pope Francis recited the formula of canonization: “For the honor of the Blessed Trinity, the
exaltation of the Catholic faith and the increase of
the Christian life, by the authority of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and
our own, after due deliberation and frequent prayer
for divine assistance, and having sought the counsel
of many of our brother bishops, we declare and define Blessed Titus Brandsma, Lazarus known as
Devasahayam, César de Bus, Luigi Maria Palazzolo,
Giustino Maria Russolillo, Charles de Foucauld, Marie Rivier, Maria Francesca di Gesu Rubatto, Maria di
Gesù Santocanale, and Maria Domenica Mantovani
to be saints and we enroll them among the saints,
decreeing that they are to be venerated as such by
the whole Church. In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

I want to look at two of these saints today:
St. Charles de Foucauld and St. Titus Brandsma.

St. Charles de Foucauld
Born into a wealthy French family
Charles lost his faith and his bearings after being orphaned at an
early age. He barely made it
through military school, was often
disciplined for his behavior and for
openly parading his mistress about
town. He was lost.
He managed to pull himself together when
needed as part of military operations in Algeria
and it was through seeing the faith of the Muslim people there that his own journey towards
faith began. He left the military and undertook
a very risky exploration of Morocco, which was
closed to Europeans at the time, disguising
himself as a poor rabbi and traveling with various caravans. This event aroused all the questions and yearnings of his heart as he faced his
own vulnerability and witnessed up close the
lived faith of Islam.

“As soon as I believed that there was a God, I
understood that there was nothing else I could do
but to live totally for him. My religious vocation
dates from the same hour as my faith.”
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It took him many years and wanderings before
he met the one whom he called his beloved
brother and Lord, Jesus. But when he finally encountered him, Charles was overwhelmed by
the love of God he found in Jesus.
His inner quest took him to the Holy Land and
later to the Trappists where he spent several
years. The more his prayer became a mystical
meeting with Jesus, the more he was drawn to
seek Jesus in others. He came to understand his
vocation as imitation of the life of Jesus of
Nazareth. By this he meant a truly contemplative life rooted in the ordinary life of poor people. It was not a straight path or even very
clear for himself. But he followed the thing inside of himself which kept pushing him further
and deeper. This intuition led him to leave the
Trappists and to eventually return to Algeria, to
share with those from whom he had received so
much, the love of God that he had discovered.

“It is love which should recollect you in me, not
distance from my children. See me in them, and
like me at Nazareth, live near them, lost in God.”
Meditation by Charles de Foucauld
At the heart of Charles’ way of prayer was a
deeply eucharistic spirituality. He saw in
the gift of Jesus’ body and blood the sign of
God’s abiding presence among us, a love capable
of healing and saving our broken humanity and
the image of his own way of presence to others.
His belief in this double presence -presence to
God and presence to others– was a unifying and
healing factor in his life.
Charles lived this out in Algeria, which played
such an instrumental part of his conversion,
and among the Tuareg people. He saw his way
of presence and friendship, as well as his life of
prayer, as his mission and thought of himself. He understood that it was not a time for
conversions, and felt that his life could be
about creating bonds of understanding and respect with this people. He extensively studied
the language and culture of the Tuareg.
Charles was killed Dec.1, 1916 in the confusion
of World War I, having chosen to remain among
those in Tamanrasset who were too poor to flee
the conflicts in the area. He had been well
aware of the risk to his own life.

”The weakness of human means is a source of
strength. Jesus is the Master of the impossible.”
-St. Charles de Foucauld
He was beatified in Rome on Nov. 13, 2005.
Charles had no followers at the time of his
death and would have remained virtually unknown had it not been for a biography published a few years after his death by Rene Bazin. Brother Charles is sometimes remembered
as a model of “desert spirituality” and for what
has become known as the Prayer of Abandonment. It was taken from a much longer meditation which he wrote many years earlier, in fact
while he was still a Trappist monk. He imagined Jesus as he was dying on the cross and
places these words on Jesus’ lips. It is the last
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prayer of our Master, of our Beloved… may it be
ours… May it not only be the prayer of our last
moment, but that of all our moments…

St. Titus Brandsma
Titus Brandsma was born in the
Netherlands, a country bordering
Belgium and Germany, on Feb. 23,
1881. His parents named him Anno
Sjoerd Brandsma and he grew up in
the rural setting of Oegeklooster
in the province of Friesland. His
family lived on the proceeds of the
milk and cheese produced by their
dairy cattle. Brandsma felt a calling to the religious life and joined the Carmelite monastery in
Boxmeer, southeastern Netherlands, in 1898,
taking his father’s name, Titus, as his religious
name.
Although the Carmelites are known for separating themselves from worldly affairs and engaging in contemplative prayer, Brandsma felt
called to a second vocation that would draw
him into the drama of interwar Europe: that of
journalism. In the years ahead, he would successfully combine the two seemingly contrasting vocations.
Brandsma was ordained to the priesthood on
June 17, 1905. After studying in Rome, he returned to home to work in the field of Catholic
education. When the Catholic University of Nijmegen was founded in 1923, he joined the faculty, rising to become the institution’s rector
magnificus, or head, in 1932. With fears of a
second world war rising in Europe, Father
Brandsma embarked on a lecture tour of Carmelite foundations in the United States in 1935.
To improve his English, he visited Ireland, staying with Carmelite communities in Dublin.
Shortly before he crossed the Atlantic, Father
Brandsma was appointed spiritual adviser to
the staff of more than 30 Catholic newspapers
in the Netherlands. Upon arrival in the U.S., he
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traveled in the East and Midwest, giving lectures at the request of his superiors in Rome.
Throughout the
1930s, Father Brandsma
watched aghast as Adolf Hitler strengthened
his grip on neighboring Germany. The friar
sharply criticized Nazi policies in newspaper
articles and lectures. “The Nazi movement is a
black lie,” he said. “It is pagan.” After Nazi
Germany invaded the Netherlands on May 10,
1940, the authorities imposed severe restrictions on the Church. They ordered Catholic
schools to expel Jewish students, barred priests
and religious from serving as high school principals, restricted charitable collections, and
censored the Catholic press. The Dutch bishops
asked Father Brandsma to plead their cause,
but without success. In 1941, the bishops spoke
out boldly against the Nazis. Their interventions infuriated Arthur Seyss-Inquart, the Reich
commissioner of the German-occupied Netherlands, who sought ways of striking back. When
Dutch newspapers were told to accept advertisements and press releases from their Nazi
overlords, the archbishop of Utrecht asked Father Brandsma to tell the country’s Catholic
editors that they should refuse the order.
On March 12, 1942, Father Brandsma was taken
to a harsh transit camp at Amersfoort, central
Netherlands. With around 100 other prisoners,
he was forced to stand outside in the bonechilling rain. The Carmelite was put to work
clearing a forest. Despite the grueling work, he
remained cheerful, according to fellow prisoners, who recalled that he would share his tiny
rations with the hungry and show special care
for Jewish prisoners. Father Brandsma disobeyed a ban on priestly ministry, giving prisoners his daily blessing by quietly making the
Sign of the Cross on their hands with his
thumb. He heard confessions, visited the dying,
and even led the Stations of the Cross. He
stood firm in the face of further Gestapo questioning and was eventually told that he would
be sent to the Dachau concentration camp in
southern Germany, later called “the largest
priest cemetery in the world.”
From the very moment Titus entered the camp,
his calmness and gentleness infuriated his captors.
They beat him mercilessly with fists,
clubs, and boards. They kicked, punched, and
gouged him, drawing blood and oftentimes
leaving him nearly unconscious in the mud.
During one beating, Father Brandsma was holding a consecrated Host concealed in a tobacco
pouch. He kept it safe by keeping his arm
pinned to his body as the blows rained down.
When he made it back to his bunk, another
Carmelite
prisoner
tried
to
comfort
him. Throughout, he retained what one inmate
called a “cheerful courage.” He advised others
to be patient and avoid hatred.

“We are here in a dark tunnel but we have to go
on. At the end, the eternal light is shining for us,”
For as long as possible, he resisted going to the
camp’s hospital, aware that the doctors per-
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formed sadistic experiments on patients. But
he was finally admitted, and on Sunday, July
26, 1942, a nurse gave him a lethal injection.
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The friar was beatified by Pope John Paul II on
Nov. 3, 1985, as a martyr for the faith. In his
homily, the Polish Pope praised Father Brandsma’s “constant vein of optimism… It accompanied him even in the hell of the Nazi camp. Until the end, he remained a source of support
and hope for the other prisoners: he had a
smile for everyone, a word of understanding, a
gesture of kindness,” he said. The same ‘nurse,’
who on July 26, 1942, injected him with deadly
poison, later testified that she always kept
vivid in her memory the face of that priest who
“had compassion on me.”
All Christians are called to be saints. Saints are
persons in heaven (officially canonized or not),
who lived heroically virtuous lives, offered their
life for others, or were martyred for the faith,
and who are worthy of imitation.
A canonized saint is a person who is recognized
as having an exceptional degree of holiness, likeness, or closeness to God.- what the Church calls
“heroic virtue.” All of the faithful deceased in
Heaven are considered to be saints, but some are
considered worthy of greater honor and imitation. We are blessed, because these special men
and women, part of the Communion of Saints,
pray for us and intercede for the Church.

God bless you, Fr. Dennis
Saints Titus and Charles, pray for us!

Mass in the Church at 8:15am
Military Service at the Cemetery at 11:30am

- Sponsor of the Week -

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

BECKER FURNITURE

THE CHRISTIAN MOTHERS ARE HOSTING A RECEPTION FOR THE
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

ON SUNDAY, MAY 22
AFTER 8:30AM MASS
IN THE ACTIVITY CENTER

www.mhtparish.com!
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MHT School - Connecting faith to Life
Anne Hufnagel, Principal
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ’s
mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the
Truth for the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Upcoming Dates:
Mon., May 23
8th Grade Trip
Tues., May 24
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Weds., May 25 8th Grade Graduation @ 7:00pm
Fri., May 27
11:30 Dismissal
Mon., May 30
No School/Memorial Day
Tues., May 31
School Wide Field Trip –
Lansing Lugnuts’ Game
Thurs., June 2
MHT School End of Year
Celebration/11:30 Dismissal
Fri., June 3
Last Day of School/
11:30 Dismissal
School Registration: Information regarding tuition rates and registration for next school year
has been sent out. If you haven’t received an
email with more information, please contact
the school office (989-593-2616). You can also
you this QR code to access the school registration link. Currently there are 64 students registered for the 2022/23 school year,
including 12 incoming first graders. We are already at 75% of our
projected enrollment.
MAPS testing: Parent reports from the
NWEA Maps testing will be included in with 4th
quarter report cards and will be after June 8.

Knights of Columbus News:
The Knights of Columbus are partnering with the
Pregnancy Help Clinic of Lansing to purchase a
Mobile Medical Unit “Clinic,” and staff it with
qualified/trained medical professionals to assist
women facing unintended pregnancy. The mobile
clinic would travel to various locations in the
Lansing Diocese (i.e. MSU’s campus, Planned
Parenthood in Frandor, etc.) in an effort to aid
and counsel these women free of charge. The
medical staff would be able to provide some basic
tests (i.e. STI/STD testing) and they would also
have an ultrasound machine available. Medical
professionals would also counsel women in a
manner consistent with the pro-life teachings of
a Christian church.
$150,000 is needed to purchase/prepare the mobile
unit and the KofC’s supreme/national council will
purchase the ultrasound machine if the necessary
funds for the mobile unit are obtained.
Each KofC council is being asked to try and raise
$2,500. Our council plans on giving from our own
Pro-Life fund, but are seeking additional support
to meet the remainder of this goal.
If you feel called to make a donation for this wonderful and much-needed cause, please place your
donation in an appropriately marked envelope
(checks can be made out to Knights of Columbus) in
the collection basket at church or the parish drop
box and we will be sure it gets to our local KofC
council members.
Thank you and God Bless!

School Field Trip: This year our end of year field
trip will be a trip to Lansing’s Jackson Field on
Tuesday, May 31, for a Lugnuts’ baseball
game.
End of Year Celebration: This year’s end of the
year celebration will start during the school
day with some fun activities for the students. Students will begin the lunch line at
11:00, followed by families coming in at
11:30. The finale event will be a short color
run/walk for students and any other family
members who would like to participate. Special guests will include all incoming new students and their families. Note: this is taking
place on Thursday not on the last day of
school. Friday we will celebrate Mass together
one last time for the school year. Students will
wrap things up with their teachers and clean
out their lockers, desks, etc.
Graduates: “Let no one have contempt for your
youth, but set an example for those who believe, in
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity."
1 Timothy 4:12

June 6th

July 5th

Aug 1st

Sept 6th

Please turn order form into the mailbox outside of Rectory or put it
in the Weekend Collection basket before the due date. "Scrip on
Hand" can be picked up at MHT School.
Please call the school and arrange a pickup day and time.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

6

5/22/2022

Please Pray For Our Friends and Relatives

Fruits of the
Holy Spirit

On the way to His Ascension, Christ promised
to send the Holy Spirit on His followers.
“John baptized with water, but you, not many

days from now, will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” Christ assured them, “You will receive
power, when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and
then you will be my witnesses, not only in
Jerusalem, but throughout Judea and Samaria
and indeed to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:4-5, 8
The truth is, the fruits of the Spirit are
different than gifts of the Spirit; wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,
piety and fear of the Lord. They are granted to
us during our baptism and perfected through
the Sacrament of Confirmation.
St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians:

“In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity
, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control….Now
those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified
their flesh with its passions and desires. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also follow the Spirit”
In other words, the fruits of the Spirit come to
us as we live in obedience to the Lord. We
cannot make them happen, only the Spirit can.
He produces these fruits in those who are
committed to live in obedience to the Lord.

St. Joseph, Pewamo: We are happy to announce the
return of the Pewamo Picnic's 5k run, 2 mile walk,
and 1/2 mile kids run! This year the St. Joes Athletic
Department is putting on the event, looking to promote family fun and fitness and community fellowship, with all proceeds going to the Athletic Fund to
update jerseys and sports equipment. Please go to
the link below for more information and to sign up.
And please spread the word, so we can make this as
successful of an event as it has been in the past!
Deadline to register is May 23rd.
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Pewamo/StJosephPewamo

Meals on Wheels Delivery is looking
for a new leader for the Fowler area. If you are interested or want
more information, please contact
Helen Thelen at (989)593-2662.
Thank you and God Bless!

Bishop Mengeling, Fr. Dennis, Fr. Bill Luger, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Luke
Martin, Julie Wieber-Schafer, Dennis Smith, Janet Simmon, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank
Hufnagel, Jenine Koeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jennifer Schrauben, Therese Kramer,
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell,
Charles Miller, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton,
Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Elaine Kramer,
David Maniez, Elvan Halfmann, Constance M.
Schafer, Jacob Hamilton, Christine & Terry Waldron, Jeff Koenigsknecht, Jack Nurenberg, Katherine Koenigsknecht, Dale L. Thelen, Jason Thelen, Adele Zamarron, Laurie Becker, Russell
Tiedt, Bob Marshall, Alice Pline, Maurice
Schmitz, Mason Sullivan, Kevin Orth, Alan Gove,
Rodney Robbe, Andrew Hogan, Laura Marie
Stegenaga, a Special Intention, & for unity within our parish family.
Please call the parish office to have someone
added or removed from the prayer list.

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from
our Parish Community who are in the Armed
Services.
Every Monday and Wednesday from 8am—9am

Meet in the Church to pray for an end to abortion.
The 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the Blessed Mother

will be prayed after 8:15am Mass every Tuesday. This is for our nation and in reparation of
the sins of our nation.
Weekday Rosary The Rosary is prayed
before the 8:15am weekday Masses.
We pray for the nations of the world
which are engulfed in conflict: this
week,
we
pray
especially
for
Ukraine, Somalia & Afghanistan.

Most Holy Trinity
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MASSES THIS WEEK

Wedding Banns
First Publication
Kim Thelen, daughter of
Brian & Rose Thelen
Richard Poljan, son of
Rick & Amy Poljan

Second Publication
Katherine Cole & Tyler Klein

God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
8,102.00
1,476.83

Special Collections

ETF……………………………………………………..$
Newspapers ………………………………………..$

96.38
15.00

Monthly Finance Report for April
Sunday Collection-All Sources………$ 40,437.62
Sunday Collections-Year to Date……$598,367.49
Sunday Collections- FY 21 Budget….$750,000.00
Percentage Collected Through April…...…79.78%

DIOCESAN SERVICE APPEAL 2022

50% of contributions over our goal
will be returned to the Parish.

We have currently raised
$33,483.00

(approx. 46% of our parish goal)

Our parish goal is $72,170
Envelopes are available in the
entrances of Church or the parish office.

Tuesday - May 24
8:15am
William & Adeline Rademacher &
Living & Deceased Members of the
Family
Wednesday - May 25
5:45am
Eucharistic Adoration
6:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00pm
Lucille Martin & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - May 26
8:15am
Anna Pung, Including Harold &
Living & Deceased Members of the
Family

Our Parish Stewardship
May 14 & 15 Collection ...……..…………..……..$
Online Giving………………………………………..$

Monday - May 23
7:00pm
Ken Weber, Including Urban &
Marie & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

Friday - May 27
8:15am
Sylvester & Odelia Feldpausch &
Living & Deceased Members of the
Family
Saturday - May 28
3:30pm
Confession in Server Sacristy
4:30pm
Mark & Margaret Schrauben &
Living & Deceased Members of the
Family
Sunday - May 29
8:30am
Kenneth A. Thelen & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
10:30am
People of the Parish

May 23 - 29

Servers this Week

Monday - 7:00pm

Jamison, Donnivon &
Remington Scheuller

Tuesday - 8:15am

MHT Students

Wednesday - 7:00pm Faith & Chevy Phillips
Thursday - 8:15am

Sacristan

Friday - 8:15am

Sacristan

Saturday - 4:30pm

Jamison, Donnivon &
Remington Scheuller

Sunday - 8:30am

Aaron & Josie Simon

Sunday - 10:30am

2 Volunteers Needed

Thank you for your generosity!

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion

Ushers

May 28 & 29

Reader

Saturday - 4:30pm

Robert Orme

1 Volunteer Needed, Cindy
Halfman, Jean Koenigsknecht

Craig Arens, Lonnie Schueller, Larry
Jandernoa, Mike Koenigsknecht

Sunday - 8:30am

Volunteer
Needed

Jane Sisung, Vicki Wieber,
2 Volunteers Needed

Kevin, Robin, Ryan & Tim
Koenigsknecht

Sunday - 10:30am

James Bozung

Kirk & Kristin Phillips,
1 Volunteer Needed

Roy Witgen, Leon Schneider, Stan
Weber, 1 Volunteer Needed

