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SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Sixth Sunday of Easter - He is risen!

Sunday, May 22, 2022

“God our Father, who by sending into the world the Word of truth and the
Spirit of sanctification made known to the human race your wondrous mystery,
grant us, we pray, that in professing the true faith, we may acknowledge
the Trinity of eternal glory and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty.”
Taken from the Opening Collect for the Solemnity

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

A Letter From Fr. Eric to the Parishioners of
Most Holy Trinity & St. Mary’s in Westphalia
In mid-May, Bishop Boyea asked me to be the Pastor of Most
Holy Trinity Parish in addition to being the Pastor at St. Mary’s. In
order to make this task manageable, we have added or will add a
few new team members to help out Father Peter and I. A Parish
Administrator will be hired to coordinate the Evangelization and
Discipleship activities at Most Holy Trinity and to oversee the day
-to-day business operations there. Father Joe Campbell has been
assigned to preside at some Masses at both parishes on the
weekends. Father Joe’s full-time work is as the Chaplain at Lansing Catholic High School. Deacon Eric Elstro from St. Joseph’s in
St. Johns has agreed to help with funerals, weddings, baptisms,
and some weekend preaching at Most Holy Trinity. For funerals
at Most Holy Trinity, Deacon Eric will meet with family and
preach at the Mass at which Father Peter or I will preside. Similarly for weddings, Deacon Eric and his wife Mary Beth will coordinate the rehearsals and Deacon will preach at the ceremony.
Here are some questions that I thought you might have about
this arrangement:

What is the role of the Parish Administrator and how
does it relate to that of the Pastor?
While much will need to be ironed out, the Parish Administrator
will coordinate the Evangelization and Discipleship activities and
oversee the day-to-day business at Most Holy Trinity Parish and
School. The Administrator will lead all Parish Council meetings,
Finance Council meetings, and any similar meetings at MHT. The
Administrator will report directly to me as my representative and
we will meet formally perhaps weekly. The two of us will be in
contact much more frequently than that as I will be at MHT often
though keeping my office at St. Mary’s.

How will this arrangement affect Mass and Confession
times?
Beginning July 2 nd/3rd, the weekend sacramental schedule will
begin with 3:00 Confessions and 4:30 Mass at St. Mary’s. The
Sunday morning Masses will remain at the same time with St.
Mary’s having Mass at 8:00 and 10:00 and Most Holy Trinity having Masses at 8:30 and 10:30. Most Holy Trinity will have a Sunday evening Mass at 6:00. The thought process behind this Mass
schedule was that we could only offer one Mass on Saturday
evening with all of the weddings that take place on that day and
because of Fr. Joe’s schedule. With his working at Lansing Catholic from Monday through Friday and helping us out on Sundays,
his only possible off-day is Saturday. I thought that a Saturday
evening Mass is likely to be better attended than a Sunday evening one, and so placed the Saturday evening Mass at St. Mary’s
since it has the larger seating capacity. We should have a weekday liturgical schedule for you before too long. Four opportunities for Confession will be offered throughout the week (two at
each Church). Of these four, one will be the one Saturday time
already mentioned. Changing Mass and Confession times are
difficult for everyone, so I am very, very grateful for any patience
and understanding in this regard.

Who will pay for what?
Since the Parish Administrator and Deacon Eric will be exclusively
at Most Holy Trinity, they will be paid by Most Holy Trinity. St.
Mary’s will continue to pay Father Peter’s and my salaries – our
salary is the same regardless of whether we service one or two
parishes. Father Joe will be paid by the Mass, and will be paid by
parish at which he celebrates a given Mass. I think this is more or
less equitable though some aspects of our roles are hard to
quantify as our team will be working together and covering for
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one another. However, the compensation for the five of us is not
a huge part of the total parish and school budgets. The hope
would be that you continue to financially support your own parish while being willing to take advantage of the Mass times and
other opportunities offered at the other parish as the two parishes are so close geographically.

Will this arrangement actually work?
We won’t know until we try, but Father Peter, Father Joe, Deacon
Eric, and I will do our best to serve you.

On a personal level, what are your thoughts or feelings?
I am somewhat nervous as this seems like an overwhelming task.
I am sure that Most Holy Trinity is disappointed to not receive a
resident priest and that St. Mary’s is disappointed to have to
share their priests. However, I believe in God’s power and providence, and in God’s guidance of the Bishop in setting up this arrangement. One of the best descriptions that I ever heard of
Fowler, Pewamo, and Westphalia is that though we are small
towns, we are big when we need to be. This belief gives me encouragement that we will be able to come together, roll up our
sleeves, and find ways to make things work well.

What do you need from us?
PATIENCE and COMMITMENT TO GROWTH IN THE LIFE OF FAITH.
This arrangement is new to all of us, so please be understanding
as we work through the glitches and various challenges that inevitably arise. While it may seem that the two communities will receive less service from their clergy than in the past, try to look at
the possibilities. Hopefully, the arrangement will facilitate parishioners taking advantage of more opportunities offered at their
neighboring parish as well as causing the parishes to work together more intentionally. In this day and age there are so many helps
to growth in our faith. Some of these resources include the Scriptures and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Formed.org, Fr.
Mike Schmitz and others at Ascension Press, Matthew Kelly and
team at Dynamic Catholic to name just a few. There are so many
faith-sharing small groups in these two communities in which the
group members hold each other accountable to growth in the
spiritual life and encourage one another in that growth. We have
the graces from God that we need to grow in Christ. If a substantial number of parishioners in both parishes decide that this is the
year that they will put in the time, work and energy necessary to
take the next step in their faith lives, then no matter the Parish
leadership structure, this will be the most graced year at both of
the parishes in a long time. Through God’s grace and our commitment, we can choose to make this explosion of grace happen.
I wish you every blessing as we strive to know, love and serve
Jesus more fully!

DIOCESAN SERVICE APPEAL 2022
50% of contributions over our goal
will be returned to the Parish.

We raised $38,964.00

(approx. 54% of our parish goal)
Our parish goal was $72,170
Thank you to all who contributed!

Weekday

Rosary The Rosary is
prayed before the 8:15am weekday
Masses. This week, we pray for all
victims of violence & terrorism.

Most Holy Trinity
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Vocations to the Priesthood
Each year, the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) conducts
a survey of men to be ordained to the
priesthood each year, asking such questions as “who or what influenced you to
consider priesthood?”
Here are some
statistics:

Prayer Practices before Seminary:
Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary
Prayer Group/Bible Study
High School retreats
College Retreats

75%
74%
50%
43%
31%

Parish activities before Seminary:
Altar Server
Parish Youth Group
Reader
College Campus Ministry
Parish Young Adult group

74%
51%
50%
29%
21%

Encouraged to consider priesthood by:
Parish Priest
Friend
Parishioner
Discouraged by someone

Attended Catholic School?
Elementary (k-8)
High School
College

71%
48%
47%
51%

41%
35%
38%

We pray for our brothers,
Deacon Tyler Lee Arens and
Deacon Peter Joseph Ludwig,
who have received the gift of Holy
Orders this weekend, from our bishop
to the priesthood, and Corey Bilodeau
and She Kettner to the deaconate

May God bless their ministry
in the Diocese

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
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12 Promises of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Knights of Columbus news:

Support the Faith Raffle
There is still time to purchase a Knights of Columbus Support the Faith Raffle ticket before
the 1st drawing on July 11th Help us make our
goal to sell at least 300 Tickets! Tickets for the
raffle are $20 and can be purchased at the parish office or from any KofC officer. We are requesting all tickets (sold/unsold) be returned by
July 10th as the first of 20 cash raffle drawings
will be July 11th. ALL entries will be eligible for
ALL 20 drawings. Scholarships and Stipends: All
families whose children are registered for the
2022-23 education year will be eligible for the
scholarships for MHT School and stipends for
Religious Education respectively. The selected
families will have a credit with MHT School
and/or Religious Education. Please don't hesitate to call or text with questions
Chairpersons:

Kurt Koenigsknecht

Kurt Thelen

517-282-0343

517-281-8978

Co-chairpersons Support the Faith Raffle
Annual “Returns”
for Vocations announcement
The Knights of Columbus will be hosting the annual “Returns for Vocations” fundraiser to support those discerning religious vocations.
The Knights will collect bottle and can donations in the village and in the surrounding
neighborhoods beginning Friday June 17th
through Friday July 1st.
After Friday July 1st. If we missed you and you
would like to donate bottles and cans, please
contact Kurt Koenigsknecht 517-282-0343 to
arrange for pickup. The count and sort date for
this year is: Saturday July 9th.

The month of June is the month of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

1) I will give them all the graces necessary in their state of
life.
2) I will establish peace in their homes.
3) I will comfort them in all their afflictions.
4) I will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in
death.
5) I will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings.
6) Sinners will find in my Heart the source and infinite
ocean of mercy.
7) Lukewarm souls shall become fervent.
8) Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection.
9) I will bless every place in which an image of my Heart is
exposed and honored.
10) I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts.
11) Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their
names written in my Heart.
12) I promise you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that my
all-powerful love will grant to all those who receive Holy
Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive
months the grace of final perseverance; they shall not die
in my disgrace, nor without receiving their sacraments.
My divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment.

Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Divine Jesus, You have said, “Ask and you shall receive; seek
and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened to you.” Behold
me kneeling at Your feet, filled with a lively faith and confidence
in the promises dictated by Your Sacred Heart to Saint Margaret Mary. I come to ask this favor: (Mention your request).
To whom can I turn if not to You, Whose Heart is the source of
all graces and merits? Where should I seek if not in the treasure which contains all the riches of Your kindness and mercy?
Where should I knock if not at the door through which God
gives Himself to us and through which we go to God? I have
recourse to You, Heart of Jesus. In You I find consolation when
afflicted, protection when persecuted, strength when burdened
with trials, and light in doubt and darkness.
Dear Jesus, I firmly believe that You can grant me the grace I
implore, even though it should require a miracle. You have only
to will it and my prayer will be granted. I admit that I am most
unworthy of Your favors, but this is not a reason for me to be
discouraged. You are the God of mercy, and You will not refuse a contrite heart. Cast upon me a look of mercy, I beg of
You, and Your kind Heart will find in my miseries and weakness a reason for granting my prayer.
Sacred Heart, whatever may be Your decision with regard to
my request, I will never stop adoring, loving, praising, and serving You. My Jesus, be pleased to accept this my act of perfect
resignation to the decrees of Your adorable Heart, which I sincerely desire may be fulfilled in and by me and all Your creatures forever.

Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Friday, June 24th at 8:15 am.

Grant me the grace for which I humbly implore You through the
Immaculate Heart of Your most sorrowful Mother. You entrusted me to her as her child, and her prayers are all-powerful with
You. Amen

Most Holy Trinity
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MASSES THIS WEEK

Wedding Banns
Second Publication
Ambrea Martin & Jacob Folske
Pro-Life News
Prayer Rally - Praying for Babies
June 18 at 1pm on the steps of the Capitol
Holy Hour is prayed for the unborn
every Monday & Wednesday from 8am - 9am in
the Church.
All are welcome!

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
June 5 & 6 Collection ...……..……….……..……..$
Online Giving………………………………………..$

Special Collections

Newspapers …………………………………………$
Cemetery …………………………………………….$
ETF ………………………………………………………$

- Sponsor of the Week -

9,039.00
2,416.83
5.00
30.00
35.00

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

PUNG GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

Monday - June 13
7:00pm
NO MASS
Tuesday - June 14
8:15am
NO MASS
Wednesday - June 15
5:45am
Eucharistic Adoration
6:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00pm
NO MASS
Thursday - June 16
8:15am
NO MASS
Friday - June 17
8:15am
NO MASS
Saturday - June 18

Vigil of Solemnity of the Body & Blood of Christ

3:30pm
Confession in Server Sacristy
4:30pm
People of the Parish
Sunday - June 19
Solemnity of the Body & Blood of Christ
8:30am
Ray Armbrustmacher, Including
Janet
10:30am
Maynard Wirth & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

June 13 - 19

Servers this Week

Monday - 7:00pm

NO MASS

Tuesday - 8:15am

NO MASS

Wednesday - 7:00pm NO MASS
Thursday - 8:15am

NO MASS

Friday - 8:15am

NO MASS

Saturday - 4:30pm

Logan & Andrew Platte

Sunday - 8:30am

Nicholas & Rebecca Smith

Sunday - 10:30am

2 Volunteers Needed

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion

June 18 & 19

Reader

Ushers

Saturday - 4:30pm

Craig Arens

Craig Arens,
2 Volunteers Needed

Lonnie Schueller, Mike
Koenigsknecht, Larry Jandernoa,
Craig Arens

Sunday - 8:30am

Susie
Koenigsknecht

Vicki Wieber, Neil Hufnagel,
Tom O’Rourke, 1 Volunteer

Jamey Myers, Adam & Laurie Platte,
Dean Platte

Sunday - 10:30am

Jim Andros

Kirk & Kristin Phillips,
1 Volunteer Needed

Stan Weber, Gene Messer,
John Rademacher, Roy Witgen

www.mhtparish.com
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Email: padred11@gmail.com

Parish Office - 593-2162
Office Hours: 8am-Noon, 1-3pm
Email: office@mhtparish.com

MHT School - 593-2616
Email: school@mhtparish.com

