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Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rublev’s icon of the Holy Trinity 

 
 

Blessed Trinity  
O Lord, enlighten my mind and my heart, and open my lips that I 
may praise thee, O Holy Trinity: Holy, holy, holy art thou, O God. 
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From The Pastor’s Desk 
Happy Feast of the Most Holy Trinity! 
This weekend we celebrate the parish’s 
Patronal Feast, the Solemnity of the Most 
Holy Trinity. 
 

Unfortunately I know of very few parishes 
that celebrate their patronal feast anymore. I 
remember when our neighboring church, St. 
Anthony, which was an ethnic 
Czechoslovakian parish, celebrated their 

feast day. We weren’t parishioners, but because our family 
lived in the neighborhood, we were always invited to 
participate.  There was always a huge Mass, people came 
from all over.  Buses would arrive from Ohio, Michigan, 
Toronto at the parish Saturday evening and early Sunday 
morning. And then, my favorite part of the Feast, a huge 
street procession, with bands and a statue of St. Anthony 
and later on a dinner at one of the local halls.   
 

The fact that so few parishes mark their patronal feast is a 
sign that in some ways, we’ve lost a sense of who we are.  
Our culture has become so secularized; many people do 
not make a place for God in their lives, and for many 
Catholics, church is but an hour event on Saturday or 
Sunday. But I believe that it’s important to recover that 
meaning and identity of our parish. Why? 
 

The history of the naming of our parish is an interesting 
story. The earliest immigrant communities in Fowler, were 
the Irish and the Germans. When it came to the naming of 
the parish, the Irish immigrants wanted the parish to be 
named “St. Patrick” and the Germans immigrants wanted 
the parish to be named “St. Boniface.” So the wise pastor 
said, “We’re going to name the parish Most Holy Trinity.”  
The story reminds us of the early competitive nature of 
many immigrant Catholic communities, the parochial 
identity that many Catholic parishes had, and sadly still do 
have today. 
 

That’s why I love the story of how our parish got it’s sacred 
name. Because the life of the Trinity is a constant reminder 
that we are called to break barriers, not create them. We 
are called, like the Blessed Trinity, the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, to reach out and give ourselves away, following 
the model of God’s inner life – the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit constantly pouring out their love for One another, 
continually inviting us to share in their Divine life of love. 
 

Because the life of the Trinity is a constant reminder, 
we are called to break barriers, not create them. 
 

In the past few years it has struck me that we’ve been 
receiving many graces here – vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated life (how many parishes do you know of 
where young women are entering the convent?), young 
families returning to the parish, Masses burgeoning with 
children, an effective model of evangelization, youth 
ministry and adult formation and our Encounter with the 
Holy Spirit evenings, adult retreats, all giving us an 
opportunity to allow our lives to be touched and 
strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is not to be taken lightly, or simply attributed to our 
hard work, or that we’re so smart and talented, but, most 
importantly, this is a grace, a gift from God. And as always, 

every grace is attached to a mission. Here at Most Holy 
Trinity, our mission, I believe is to see that our life and 
ministry as Christians in Fowler, is a reflection of the life of 
God. The Name of a parish patron, whether a saint, or in 
our case the very Name of the Trinity, is chosen to be the 
special intercessor in heaven for our families.  We have no 
one less than the very Person of the Trinity who has been 
chosen to be our model and the ultimate source of grace. 
 

Those days when immigrant parishes, like the St. Anthony’s 
in my own neighborhood might be a thing of the past, 
perhaps even nostalgic, but I believe that our parish must 
continue to develop a strong spiritual identity. The work of 
evangelization and passing on the faith to the next 
generation is crucial. I thank the Lord that He has graced us 
in so many ways – and now we continue to respond to His 
grace and give ourselves away in gratitude and service. 
 

It is truly right to praise the divine Trinity, the Father  
Without beginning and Maker of all, the coeternal Word, 
 born without change from the Father before the ages, 
and the Holy Spirit, proceeding timelessly from the 
Father. 

Fr. Dennis Howard 

2019 Parish Festival – July 25th – 28th 
 

Below is a list of the people who chair various events for 
the parish festival. We have a couple of positions that 
need to be filled this year (highlighted below) including the 
parade & touch-a-truck. It would also be nice to add 
another person or two to the games to help Stephanie 
Kirvan. Please look this list over and contact Adam 
Halfman at the parish office if you would like to help with 
any area at this summer’s festival.  
 

Event         Current Chairpeople 
3 on 3 Basketball…………..Tim and Therese Andros  
         Greg and Katie Halfmann 
5 K Race…………………….Ron & Kate Davis 
Advertising………………….Cindy Braun 
Arts and Crafts Booth……...Deanna Pung 
Bean Bag Tournament…….Rob and Sally Becker 
Bingo………………………...Bill and Emily Kramer 
Country Store………………Christian Mothers (Teresa Pline) 
Decorate Tables in A/C...…Wendy Klein and Vicki Horak 
Electrical Setup…………….Paul VanElls, Richard  
        Schafer and Cyrus Carbone 
Euchre Tournament……….Kyle & Krysta Koenigsknecht 
Games……………………...Stephanie Kirvan 
Finances……………………Renee Hufnagel 
Food Court………………….Karen Bengel, Cindy Halfman, 
        Sue Halfman, Thomas Horak, 
        Dean Koenigsknecht, Linda  
        Luna and Ginger VanElls  
Inflatables…………………..Neil and Anne Hufnagel 
Movie……………………….Scott and Donna Piggott, Vern 
       and Nancy Feldpausch,  
       Jamey Myers 
Movie Concessions………..Kim Halfmann  
Parade …………………….VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Social Tent………………...Domik & Rachel Feldpausch,  
       Kent & Britney Thelen, Scott  
       & Nicole Schrauben, Jesse &  
       Andrea Schneider 
Touch – A – Truck………. VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Vegas Tent…………….….Lyle Simon 
Volleyball…………………..Mike and Rebecca Feldpausch 
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Kroger Community 
Rewards:  

 

Did you know that if you 
have a Kroger Plus Card 
you can use it to support 
MHT School. Simply visit 
www.krogercommunityre
wards.com, click on 
"Michigan" and click on 
"Enroll". Please use code 
FW261 to have your 
rewards credited towards 
MHT School. Please 
encourage family and 
friends to enroll too. If you 
have questions, please 
contact the school office. 

A reminder to all of us who live in these troubled times, 
that many of our brothers and sisters are suffering for the 
Name of Christ. The Church in India, China, Pakistan, 
the Middle East, Sri Lanka, and now even in Europe and 
our own country, Christians are a persecuted community.  
St. John Paul II said that during the 20th century more 
Christians were martyred than in all the previous 
centuries combined. Pray for our brethren that they may 
have courage and perseverance. God bless, Fr. Dennis  

Icon of Mary 
the Help of 
Persecuted 
Christians 

 

Priesthood 
Discernment 

Gathering & Dinner 
 

If you are a young 
man in high school or 
college and have 

thought about the priesthood, there will 
be a gathering on Sunday, August 18th at 
Bethany House from 3:00 to 6:00 pm. 
The gathering includes a time to hear the 
seminarians share about their 
experiences, the bishop answer 
questions and a BBQ dinner. If you are 
interested, please contact Fr. Dennis . 

LUGNUT 
VOCATION NIGHT 

 

The 
Annual 
Diocesan 
Family 
Baseball 

Game is scheduled for 
August 9th. This is the 
20th Anniversary of 
Lugnut Vocation Night. 
Tickets will be 
available through 
Knights of Columbus.  

 

Catholic Order of Foresters 
 

 

Court #2257 summer family picnic will be 

at Face Park on June 23rd at 12 p.m....    
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Summer Hours and Remodel Update 
 

Please note... the parish office will be closed on 
Fridays through August 30th. Also, during 
renovation of the office we will be 
temporarily located in the Father Ray 
Youth Center inside the entrance from 
the handicap ramp. Anticipated start 
date for this project is June 24th. 

 

MHT Scrip – There will be a change in the 
ordering schedule for the summer months: 
Beginning June 17th, scrip will be available at the 
parish office from 8 a.m. – 3p.m. Scrip orders will 
continue to be placed on the following Mondays; 
June 17, July 1, July 22, and Aug. 12, 

throughout the summer. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the scrip program and how you 
can use it to help defray the cost of a Catholic Education, please visit 
the MHT Parish website or contact the school. Anyone can 
purchase the gift cards, you do not have to have a student at MHT 
School to use scrip. 
 

Scrip offers a wide range of gift cards for all of your Graduation, 
Fathers Day and summer vacation needs; gas, shopping, dining, 
entertainment and hotels. Visit shopwithscrip.com for a complete list.  

“Returns” for Vocations 

Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have 
so many individuals pursuing religious voca-
tions and we are always seeking ways to 
continue to show our support for them. The 
Fowler Knights of Columbus will be hosting 

the 14thannual fundraiser “Returns for Vocations” specifical-
ly for their benefit. This is, again, our opportunity to provide 
“Return” support to them by donating our returnable bottles, 
cans or cash donations. This year’s fundraiser will wrap up 
on Saturday, July 13th. Start saving your bottles and cans 
for pickup or delivery that day or take them in early and 
save the money to make a donation. 
 

Collections Note: Our collectors will be in your neighbor-
hoods from Friday June 28th to Saturday July 13th, the final 
day of the drive. 
Bottle & Can Drop Site July 13th:  As with previous years 
on Saturday, July 13th 8:00- Noon there will be a drop off 
location on the front lawn of the Father Ray Youth Center. 
 

 

Note: This year’s Returns for Vocations drive is: Saturday, 
July 13th. 

Our parishioner Haley (Ethan) Thelen was admitted to the 
hospital and will be there until her due date in August. 
 

In an effort to keep Haley’s spirits up and ensure she 
knows all the prayers being said for her, Ethan and August, 
we would like to organize a card shower in her 
honor. Well wishes can be sent to: 
 

Haley Thelen/Sparrow Hospital 
OB Special Care, Room #307 
1215 E Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912 

Vacation Bible School June 24-28, 9:00am- noon 
 

This year’s theme is “The Sacred Heart of Jesus”. We’re 
asking $10 per student for the week. 
 

Join us to learn about the mysteries of the Rosary, 
meditation and praying with Scripture.. Register at: 
www.mhtparish.com  

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for all fathers, living and deceased, that we 
remember and acknowledge the ways they have 

provided for their families and communities. 

Pilgrimage to Rome, the Vatican and Assisi 
April 26th to May 6th 2020 
With Fr. Dennis Howard 

 

Join us for a spiritual journey to the Join us for a spiritual journey to the Join us for a spiritual journey to the Join us for a spiritual journey to the 
heart of the Church and the home of St. heart of the Church and the home of St. heart of the Church and the home of St. heart of the Church and the home of St. 
Francis of Assisi.  We will have time as Francis of Assisi.  We will have time as Francis of Assisi.  We will have time as Francis of Assisi.  We will have time as 
well to enjoy and take in Italian culture. well to enjoy and take in Italian culture. well to enjoy and take in Italian culture. well to enjoy and take in Italian culture.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or you know someone who might be interested, 
Please contact Fr. Dennis at Most Holy Trinity parish 

office  989-593-2162 

Card Shower 
 

Sister Rita Martin, daughter of Louis & Louisa 
Martin, will be celebrating 75 years as a nun with the 
Dominican Sisters on June 23rd, 2019. If you would 
like to send a card, she would appreciate it. 
 

Sister Rita Martin 
Racine Dominicans, Siena Center 
5635 Erie St. 
Racine, WI, 53402 

 

K of C Support the Faith Raffle Update 
 

The Knights will be selling tickets after all 
Masses the weekends of June 15th, 22nd and 
29th. Please feel free to drop off your tickets if 

you have not already mailed them in. First of 20 drawings is 
July 8, 2019. Tickets will be included in ALL 20 drawings. 
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Monday - June 17  
7:00 p.m.   + Ann Hodge 
   

Tuesday - June 18  
8:15 a.m.    + Tina (Esch) Nelson 
 

Wednesday - June 19 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p.m.    + Denny Schafer 
 

Thursday - June 20 
8:15 a.m.    + Florence Halfmann Incl. Martin and Living 
  & Deceased Members of the Family  

 

Friday - June 21 
8:15 a.m.    + Gladys Halfmann (40th Ann.) Incl.Louis  
  & Esther Wirth and Brooke Becker 
 

Saturday - June 22 
4:30 p.m.       People of Parish 
 

Sunday - June 23 
8:30 a.m.     + Maynard Wirth & Living and Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
10:30 a.m.   + Marvin & Julia Miller and Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 

 

Ushers for June 22 & 23 
 

4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen, 
Mike Koenigsknecht  
 

8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
 

10:30 a.m. - Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Keith Weber, 
Volunteer 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, 
Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah 
Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, 
Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell, 
Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher 
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff Wadell, Charles 
Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy 
D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, 
Charles Miller, Joyce Goerge, Father Den Morrow, and a 
special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Servers for this week 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Philips, Madelyn Sillman 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Aaron & Josie Simon 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Roman & Nicholai Schafer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Bryce Ward, Jonathan Fowler 
 

Servers for June 22 & 23 
  

4:30 p.m. - Brooke, Emily, & Amber Epkey, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Alexander Warnke, Owen Simon, Rebecca & 
Nicholas Smith 
10:30 a.m. - Olivia & Isaac Thelen, Dominic Horak, 
Braeden Andros 

 

Readings for the Week of June 16, 2019 
Monday 2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3ab, 3cd-4; Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday 2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a;Mt 5:43-48 

Wednesday 2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-2, 3-4, 9; Mt 6:1-6,16-18 

Thursday 2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mt 6:7-15 

Friday 2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;Mt 6:19-23 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
Clinton Opthalmology 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

June 8 &9 Collection………………..…………..  $9,218.00 
Special Collections 

 

Cemetery…....………………………………………...  $20.00 
Maintenance Repair……………………………..…  $200.00 

 
Monthly Finance Report 

Sunday Collection- All Sources………..……..$57,164.62 
Sunday Collection- Year to Date………..…..$634,719.01 
Sunday Collection- FY 19 Budget…….…….$675,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through May……………..94.303% 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

June 16, 2019 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Summer Parish Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday - 8am-noon, 1-3pm 

 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 
Cameron Michael Schmitt, son of Justin 
and Stephanie (Esch) Schmitt 
 
We welcome Cameron to our parish 
family. 


