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The Nativity of
St. John the Baptist

June 24, 2018

From The Pastor’s Desk
This week I’ve asked Fr. Todd and Fr. Gary to share a little
about their uncle, Fr. Bill, as he celebrates his 50th
anniversary of ordination to the priesthood. Please come
join us for his Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday at 2:00 pm.
and the reception after.
God bless,
Fr. Dennis
Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John, “I am the vine, you are
the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing” (John
15:5). This weekend, our uncle Fr. Bill celebrates 50 years
of ordination; 50 years of seeking to be used by Christ to
help bring His life into the world! We are grateful that Fr.
Dennis has given us this opportunity to share some of the
fruit that Jesus has borne through Fr. Bill’s life and faithful
ministry as a priest.
When we think about our uncle, what immediately comes to
mind is stability and constancy. We grew up with the
familiar sight of Fr Bill walking the family farm on his day off
as he was praying the breviary. On the day of his ordination
in 1968, the Bishop asked Fr. Bill, “Do you resolve to
implore with us God’s mercy upon the people entrusted to
your care by observing the command to pray without
ceasing?” Fr. Bill took that promise to heart and we can
attest that he has faithfully done so for 50 years! Not only
was that fidelity an inspiration and seed for our own future
vocations, but it was the bedrock that grounded and
strengthened his service over the ups and downs of
service. As Jesus says, “without me, you can do nothing”
and Fr. Bill checks in with Him at least 5 times a day by
praying the breviary daily!
That stability marked Fr. Bill’s service through the 1960’s,
70’s, and 80’s, which could be tumultuous at times both

inside the Church and out. He was the calm presence that
helped people keep moving forward even when it might
seem confusing or uncertain. It is not uncommon to meet
people who find out who we are and then immediately ask,
“How is your Uncle?” Then without fail they share a story of
how he brought them back into the Church, visited them in
the hospital, guided them through a loss, or helped get their
kids into the parish school, etc. A priest is called to be a
witness of faith and belief that helps give a foundation for
others, and Fr. Bill does that so well. None of us will fully
know until heaven those people we have helped influence,
but we have certainly met many whose lives were impacted
by Fr. Bill!
One of the things Fr. Bill would often talk about were the
amazing stories he had from the hospital. If you did not
know this, Fr. Bill dedicated a lot of time to ministering at
Sparrow Hospital at Lansing during his time at Resurrection
Parish. Over dinner he would share about the “chance”
meeting with someone in an elevator, which allowed him to
visit their loved one and help bring the mercy and comfort of
Christ. Or, he would talk about meeting the person who had
been away from the Church for many years, but he was
able to bring them back to the Sacraments. Jesus loves to
serve those who are sick and suffering, and Fr. Bill
dedicated himself to that work of mercy. We have both seen
Christ do incredible things during hospital visits and Fr. Bill
helped give us those expectations!
So, it is with gratitude that we thank God for our uncle’s
ministry and life as a priest. We do so on behalf of the
whole Church and those he served. We do so on behalf of
our family and ourselves because it was his witness that
first helped us hear our own call to the priesthood. Fr. Bill,
thank you for saying yes to Jesus and pouring out your life
for our behalf and that of the Church. May you continue to
serve and bear fruit for many more years to come!
God bless,
Fr. Todd and Fr. Gary Koenigsknecht
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DSA 2018
Our
Parish
Goal
2018

$65,625.00

“Go and Announce the Gospel of the Lord”
As we are finishing up with the DSA Appeal, please prayerfully consider how you or your family will respond to this call to carry on
Christ’s work in our community.

Almost there -- We are at 74.2% of our goal!
Summer workers 2018
Elementary grades
This summer we will be
offering some times where
the young people, grades 47, can come and work in the
garden at the parish. There
will be no pay for these
volunteers but we will
provide ice cream, pizza, or
a BBQ. If your child is
interested in helping, please
contact the parish office. We
will be in touch with
permission forms and dates
when we have finalized
everything.
God bless, Fr. Dennis

Scrip summer ordering:
Scrip is now available at the
parish office from 8:00 –
3:00, M-F. Orders will be
placed on the following
Mondays; June 25, July 9 &
23, Aug. 6 & 20.
Great Lakes Scrip made
changes to the order &
payment process to make
your experience easier. If
you would like to learn more
about the program & how
you can use it to help defray
the cost of a Catholic
Education, visit the MHT
Parish website or contact the
school.
Anyone
can
purchase gift cards, you do
not have to have a student at
MHT School to use scrip.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Every month is Pro-Life Month
I want to thank those
parishioners who generously
respond to calls for helping
our Pro-Life organizations,
Shared
Pregnancy
and
Pregnancy
Services
of
Greater Lansing. We tend to
forget these organizations are
fighting to save lives 12
months a year. I received a
message from Pregnancy Services the other day:
“So last week we put out a "plea" for pack n' plays. We
were totally out of them and we give them away through our
parenting program for free! They help babies to have safe
sleep! God answered our prayers this week and through
only 4 very generous donors we now have on order/
delivered 27 pack n' plays. Praise God and thank you to
these special donors! Many families are going to be
blessed! And He also will answer our prayers regarding our
"tough" abortion minded clients too! So, thank you for your
support and love for Pregnancy Services.”
These wonderful folks are always supporting women in
crisis pregnancies and trying to help men and women to
see the value of their unborn children.
I want to encourage you to consider a donation – you can
either send your gift here to the parish and we will send it
on, or you certainly can give directly to these organizations.
We are all together carrying out an incredibly important
ministry of saving children and supporting those families
that choose life.
God bless Fr. Dennis
Catholic Order of Foresters
The Catholic order of Foresters will be
having their summer family picnic on
Sunday July 1st, starting at 12:00pm
at FACE park. Hope to see you there!
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Mission: Flint: Even though Steubenville is over after this
weekend, we still have a great retreat opportunity coming
up in July. The Mission: Flint is a weeklong (July 22-27)
retreat where we help the poor in Flint during the day in a
variety of ways, and in the evening we have adoration,
confession, and speakers giving witness to God's love!
The forms to sign up are on the parish website. The trip
will be around $100. If you have questions please contact
at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Support the Faith Raffle
This raffle has various cash prizes, and the proceeds provide scholarships for children who attend MHT School.
Tickets are $20 and can be purchased at the parish office
or from any officer. The Knights will be selling tickets
after Masses the weekends of June 23rd and 30th. Feel
free to drop off your tickets if you have not already mailed
them. First of 20 drawings is July 9. Tickets will be included
in ALL drawings.

Website: mhtparish.com
Knights of Columbus position
Fowler Knights of Columbus is looking
for a new Financial Secretary.
Assignment is 3 years with a stipend
included. Must be a Knight to apply.
Contact Dan Feldpausch (517-2564752) or Dave Vincent (989-780-0541)
if interested. Position is to be filled by
the 1st of September.
“Returns” for Vocations

Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have
many of our young men and women pursuing
religious vocations. We are always looking for
ways to continue our support for them. The
Fowler Knights of Columbus will be hosting
the 13th annual fundraiser “Returns for Vocations” for their benefit. This is our opportunity to provide
“return” support by donating returnable bottles, cans, or
cash donations.
Special Note: This year we are offering our collectors options in the areas both inside & outside the village. Because the area is so vast we are allowing our collectors the
flexibility to pick up anytime between July 1st to July 14th
based on what works best for them and their collection area.
Bottle & Can Drop Site: As with previous years on Saturday July 14th 8:00-12:00 Noon there will be a drop off location on the front lawn of the Father Ray Youth Center.
Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes
Koenigsknecht 593-2614 for pickup.
Note: This year Returns for Vocations drive is: Saturday
July 14th, 2018
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Christian Mother News
The Christian Mother (CM)
Officers would like to invite
current members, as well as
those who would like to become
Christian Mothers, to share their
gifts and time to support current
CM activities. Also, we would like
to know other ways you feel the Christian Mothers could
help you grow in faith, service, and fellowship. To help us
gather this information we would appreciate your time in
filling out a two-part survey so that we can identify how the
Christian Mother organization can best support you and the
parish. Online survey:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB7SFxA9zfoC0jdcWOiKpW5Otn3nDpkECDI7R4GQYDTDlGQ/viewform
Hard copies are located in the back of the church and can
be returned to the parish office or weekly collection basket.
Thanks for your time and input.
If you would like to join the Christian Mother organization
please contact nickiethelen@yahoo.com or 989.640.2393.
There will be a small initiation ceremony THIS Monday
June 25th following the 7:00 pm mass for all those who
are interested in becoming a Christian Mother.
2018 Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly
Our third Diocesan Assembly, "Made for Happiness" is
going to be at the Breslin Center in East Lansing on
Saturday, September 22. The day will feature a
Eucharistic Procession from the Cathedral to the Breslin
Center, and conclude with Mass. Many other activities are
also planned including talks by Fr. Mike Schmitz and
Jennifer Fulwiller. 15,000 people are expected to attend!
To register or find out more information go to https://
madeforhappiness.org/. Contact Adam at the parish office
if you are interested in being on the planning committee
to help promote this event in our parish.
We are ordering shirts for the
Assembly. They will cost $10 and will
be available for pick up at the Parish
Booth at the Festival. Proceeds will
benefit our youth ministry program.
Go to the parish website to order
your shirt!

Help Save a Life -- Donate Blood!
Join the Red Cross on Monday,
June 25th from 1:00 until 6:45
p.m. at the MHT Activity Center.

St. Mary 4th of July Festival News
The Parade Committee of in Westphalia invites you to
participate in this year’s parade on July 4th. The theme will
be “Board Games”. Prizes of $100, $75, and $50 will be
awarded for the entries using the theme. Line-Up begins
at 10:30 AM at Union Bank, with the parade beginning at
noon. If you have questions, contact Bruce and Amy Cook
at 989-640-1208 or Bill and Maria Willard at 517-256-7430.
Volleyball Tournament
Outdoor on grass, 4 on 4 coed. Ages high
school and above. $80 per team. 8 AM start.
Competitive & recreational divisions. Register
by July 2nd by filling out a Google form using
the link or QR code.
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
Fee is $60 per team and open to anyone 8 years or older
with a team of 4 players. 8 AM start time. Brackets are
determined by age, size, and experience. Deadline is
Sunday, June 24th. For more information call 517-5262456. Registration forms are online at stmarychurch.net
Michigan Catholic Charismatic Conference

“Plunge into the River of Grace” July 27-29th
Diocesan Center 5802 Weiss Street
Saginaw Township, Michigan
Speaker: Bishop Sam Jacobs, Bishop emeritus of HoumaThibodeaux Diocese, Louisiana
Ever wonder about the Biblical
roots of our Catholic faith? Do
you wish you knew more about
the Bible?
The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM) is
opening a class at St. Mary Parish in Westphalia.

From the Christian Community of Fenton
St. John’s Parish and the Christian
Community in Fenton announces, that
we will be welcoming the miracle
working weeping icon of the Mother of
God.
7:00pm, Friday June 29th
Visitation with Service and Anointing
8:30am, Saturday, June 30th
Divine Liturgy
St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church
2439 S. Long Lake Rd. Fenton, MI 48451. Call (810) 7501401 for more information

The class is open to adults whose hearts yearn to study the
entire Bible. Tuesday evening classes will meet from
September to May and will study the entire Bible in four
years. All faculty members hold graduate degrees in
Catholic theology. They are experienced teachers and are
deeply devoted to the Catholic faith.
CBSM staff and students will visit our parish and attend all
Masses on the weekend of July 7/8 to introduce this faithfilled study of Sacred Scripture.
To learn more, you are invited to attend one Information
Night at St. Mary Parish Hall, 209 East Church St.,
Westphalia, on Tuesday, July 10 or August 7 at 7:00 pm.
Brochures: www.cbsmich.org.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162

Page 5

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher,
Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

.Pung Garage Doors & Openers LLC

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
June 16 & 17 Collection………………….….... $8,592.00
Special Collections
Newspapers……………………………..………..….. $2.00
Capitol Improvement……………………......…….…..$7.00

Readings for the Week of June 24 2018
Monday
2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Psalms 60:3, 45, 12-13; Matthew 7:1-5
Tuesday
2 Kings 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Psalms
48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Matthew 7:6, 12-14
Wednesday 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Psalms 119:33, 34,
36, 37, 40; Matthew 7:15-20
Thursday 2 Kings 24:8-17; Psalms 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9;
Matthew 7:21-29
Friday
Acts 12: 1-11; Psalms 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2
Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16: 13-19
Saturday Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Psalms
74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-21; Matthew 8:5-17
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for those who suffer with chronic illness &
addictions, that God would reveal His love,
mercy, and healing through our interactions with
others.

Website: mhtparish.com

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday - June 25
7:00 p.m. + Gavin Becker
Tuesday - June 26
8:15 a.m. + Gordon Sr. & Donna Piggott including
Jerome Weber & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Wednesday - June 27
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p.m. + Living & Deceased Members of the Knights
of Columbus
Thursday - June 28
8:15 a.m. + Richard Jandernoa
Friday - June 29
8:15 a.m. + Jean Schafer
Saturday - June 30
4:30 p.m. + Lawrence Martin including Lois & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Sunday - July 1
8:30 a.m. + Stephen Schrauben
10:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, June 30 & July 1
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare
M. Thelen
8:30 a.m. - Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen,
Volunteer
10:30 a.m.- David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil
Feldpausch
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, June 30 & July 1
4:30 p.m. - Jonathan Koenigsknecht, Kalani Koenigsknecht,
Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher,
Brycen Halfmann
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Josie & Cooper
Koenigsknecht
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon, 7:00 p.m. - Peter & Xavier Simon, Jonathan Fowler
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- Aaron & Josie Simon, Taryn Schmitz
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Kelcie & Kerrigan Pung, Madelyn Sillman,
Braxton Myers
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Nate & Kate Spicer, Megan Hufnagel
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church.
June 24, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

