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“Whoever does not take up his cross and follow me  
is not worthy of me” Matthew 10:37 
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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

I wanted to update everyone about what’s 
happening here at the parish.   

 

First of all, I want to thank the Lord that we 
did not sustain any serious damage 
because of the storm a couple of 
Wednesday’s ago. We posted some 
pictures on the parish Facebook page – 
take a look. 

 

Secondly, as we move along in the hopes of 
restoring the sacramental life of the parish, I wanted to share a 
few things with you. First of all, we will be receiving Estelle into 
the Church this Sunday at the 10:30 am. liturgy. Estelle has 
been patiently waiting – she chose not to enter the Church at 
Easter because we were not able to have public liturgies – and 
decided she would like to enter this weekend so that others 
can share with her in the joy of becoming a Catholic.  Let’s 
keep her in our prayers. I think it’s significant that June 29th the 
day following this Sunday is the Feast of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul, who remind us of our apostolic origins and the unity 
of the Church. It is a great joy to have Estelle become one with 
us this weekend. 

 

This weekend as well, we will be taking some more steps to 
restore our Eucharistic liturgies. I want to thank everyone who 
has been patient and cooperative with our efforts to protect the 
faithful while continuing to provide the sacraments to the 
faithful. As restrictions ease, we will be able to do more and 
more. We are looking forward to the day when we can return to 
our normal sacramental life. One of the good things that has 
come out of all these challenges is our live streaming of 
Masses. I have had a lot of positive feedback about this. I hope 
we can continue this, even after the restrictions cease so that 
our shut-in’s can always have access to Mass. 

 

Some people have asked me when we will be restoring the 
Saturday evening Mass. We are just starting to see our 
numbers at the Sunday Masses increase. I plan on restoring 
the Saturday 4:30 pm. Mass no later than the end of the 
summer. That’s not that far away – hard to believe since we’re 
already moving into July. 

 

We will also be celebrating First Communion with our young 
people.  Again, because our normal weekend for First 
Communion coincided with the cessation of public Masses, we 
were not able to celebrate our traditional First Communion.  So 
we’re doing something a little different this year.  We are in the 
process of inviting families to choose a weekend in July and 
early August to celebrate their First Communion.  We will also 
offer some of our weekday evening Masses (Monday and 
Wednesday) to celebrate First Communion as well.  We will 
also have a communal celebration sometime in August.  So 
families will have the option to celebrate individually or 
communally or both. 

 

Our annual Parish Festival will look a little different this year.  
We’re calling it  “MHT Parish Festival Pandemic Style.”  We will 
be having food trucks, as well as our volleyball tournament and 
5K Race and our Money and Quilt Raffle. 

 

From what I hear on the news, there are hopeful signs for a 
vaccine to be developed and made available to the public.  
Again, our Holy Father has asked all the faithful to pray the 

From The Pastor’s Desk 

Rosary for an end to the pandemic. 
 

Gospel Reflection for this Sunday 
What does Jesus mean when He says that you should take 
up your cross daily? 

 

To “take up your cross” is something that has to take place in 
your thoughts and hearts first.   St. Paul writes in Colossians 
3:5: “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry.”  All these sinful behaviors 
begin in the mind.  We must make choices to reject thoughts 
that do not please the Lord.  That happens in the “inner cross” 
of the mind and heart before it can happen in our lives. 

 

St. Paul also tells us:  “Overthrowing arguments, and every 
high thing lifting itself up against the knowledge of God, 
and taking captive every thought into the obedience of 
Christ..” 

 
 

That’s an interesting way of putting it, isn’t it? Making every 
thought captive to Christ. 

 
 

How Do We Do This? 
1. First, accept responsibility for your thoughts. You have the 
ability to exercise control over your thoughts. In the Book of 
Genesis, God warned Cain to focus his mind on the right 
things, but Cain chose to think about anger and jealousy, 
which led to the murder of his brother.  We have to stop 
blaming others and our circumstances for our bad thoughts 
and choices.  To be a mature Christian, we must take 
responsibility for our thinking. 

  

2. Your mind - not just your behavior - must change. God calls 
us to change sinful behavior that does not honor Him. Instead 
of focusing on your outward behavior, work on disciplining your 
mind, from which the behaviors stem. This may mean that you 
need counseling or spiritual counsel to help you.  Some of us 
have been hurt by lie and sometimes seriously wounded.  For 
some of us, it is not possible to negotiate this path alone.  If 
you need to get help, then do so… 

  

3. Think through your problems rather than just react to 
them. Ask yourself:  “What is God trying to show me through 
this difficult experience?”  Failure is necessary for growth. In 
his book, “Learned Optimism” the respected psychologist and 
therapist, Dr. Martin Seligman addresses how many of us 
“learn” patterns that lead us to depression.  This is true in the 
spiritual life as well, we can “learn” how to identify our thinking 
and whether it is healthy or in need of healing. 

  

4. Take responsibility for your sinful thinking to 
confession.  Turn them over to God and exercise humility.  
Pride is the enemy of spiritual growth.  Part of our journey 
involves our choices and decisions, but also we must never 
forget God’s grace.  Confessing our sins give us grace to fight 
them and conquer them. 

 

5. Choose to focus your thoughts on the right things. We are to 
think about those things that are "true, noble, right, pure, 
lovely, and admirable" (Phil. 4:8). When we think about those 
things, they direct and discipline our mind. Taking up our cross 
daily leads to transformation in Christ.  “Not that I have already 
attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 
me.” Philippians 3:12. 
  

God bless, 
Fr. Dennis  

From The Pastor’s Desk 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+4:8
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Phil%203.12
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Papa B’s BBQ 

 

George’s Elephant Ears    

& Fries 

 

Kona Ice Truck 

 

Rosie’s Kettle Corn 

 

5K Run 

 

Volleyball Tournament 

 

Money Raffle 

 

Quilt Raffle 

 

More information to come! 
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Dear Fr. Dennis, 

 

I just wanted to let you know that our daughter, Sr. Mary Andre 
Thelen (formerly Laura) will be making her perpetual vows with 
the Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist on 
Wednesday, July 22nd at 10:00 am. You might remember 
meeting Sr. Mary Andre when you  
attended our son Fr. Mark Thelen's ordination in Rome in 2012. 
Sr. Mary Andre was a postulant at the time and was given 
permission to come to Rome for the ordination. 

 

Sr. Mary Andre is the granddaughter of Joan Schaefer/Epkey and 
Alphonse and Marie Thelen both members of Most Holy 
Trinity.  It has been eight years ago this August that she entered 
as a postulant. The news regarding the perpetual vows and Mass 
is a little bittersweet. The Mass and vows will be held in a private 
ceremony at the mother house due to the covid crisis and 
restrictions, so no outside guests including family will be 
invited. The blessing part is that it will be streamed live so that 
everyone who wants can view it live. 

 

I'm sure she would greatly appreciate people praying for her as 
she makes her perpetual vows. Thanks for the support you have 
given our family during their time of discernment and ordination. 
We appreciate your faithful example and generous expressions 
of the love of God in administering the Sacraments and your daily 
life. 

 
 

In the love of Christ, 

 

Brian and Mary Ann, Sr. Mary Andre, Fr. Mark and the entire 
Thelen family 

Here's a beautiful aerial view of our church that Darryl Schmitz took at Steven and Hannah Thelen’s wedding last weekend! 

Thanks for sharing Darryl! 

 
 
 

This is a 
picture of Fr 

Mark, brother 
to Sr Mary 

Andre. Please 
keep her in 

your prayers 
as she makes 
her perpetual 

vows! 

 

Lord, hear our 
humble prayers on 
behalf of Sr. Mary 

Andre as she 
prepares to take her 
perpetual vows. Give 

her a deep faith, a 
bright & firm hope & a 

burning love which 
will ever increase in 

the course of her 
sisterly life.  

Amen. 
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Knights of Columbus Support the Faith Raffle 
The Knights of Columbus are excited to announce our annual ‘50/50 Support the Faith Club’ 
fundraiser.  This is a cash raffle with various cash prizes and the proceeds will provide scholarships for 
families sending their children to MHT School and stipends for those families sending their children to 
MHT Religious Education. Tickets for the raffle are $20 and can be purchased at the rectory, or 
from any officer. Each K of C member was mailed two tickets and is encouraged to purchase or sell 
the tickets.  We are requesting all tickets (sold/unsold) be returned by July 6

th
 as the first of 20 cash 

raffle drawings will be July 6th. 

 

ALL entries will be eligible for ALL 20 drawings. 

 

Scholarships and Stipends: All families whose children are registered for the 2020-21 education year will be eligible for 
the scholarships for MHT School and stipends for Religious Education respectively. The selected families will have a credit 
with MHT School and/or Religious Education.   
 

Please don't hesitate to call or text with questions. 
 
 

 

Kurt Thelen 
Co-Chairperson Support the Faith Raffle 

517-281-8978 

Kurt Koenigsknecht  
Co-chairperson Support the Faith Raffle 

517-282-0343 

Check out these great pictures of the 

catwalk & bell tower Dan Feldpausch 

captured while inspecting the 

catwalk after the storm a couple 

weeks ago!  

Thanks Dan!!  
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Kens Kar Kare 

Dear Friends, 
 

On Monday, June 15th, the U.S. 
Supreme Court issued its opinion in 
Bostock v. Clayton County. The 
Court declared that the federal 
employment law’s prohibition on 
discrimination “because of sex,” 

also prohibits employers from discriminating based on 
sexual orientation or gender identity. This is deeply 
disappointing and, I believe, an erroneous result that is 
contrary to faith, reason, and science. Moreover, it further 
confirms that we now live in a world that is hostile to the 
most basic and fundamental of Christian beliefs regarding 
the family and human sexuality.  

 

Also troubling are the many areas of life that could be 
implicated by the Court’s ruling, since discrimination based 
on sex is not just prohibited by federal employment law but 
in in well over a hundred other federal laws, not to mention 
many state laws. Justice Alito’s dissent identified several of 
the important areas that will likely also be challenged using 
the Supreme Court’s expanded understanding of “sex 
discrimination”: sex-specific bathrooms and locker rooms; 
single-sex sports teams; use of language and pronouns; 
freedom of healthcare providers and employers to decline 
immoral services, such as so-called gender reassignment 
surgeries; and the freedom of religious organizations to hire 
employees consistent with the requirements of their faith. All 
of these considerations make me think in particular of our 
many Catholic organizations, but also of our Catholic 
business owners and the many Catholic faithful who will 
confront these issues in their workplaces. I would like to 
convey my sympathies to them as they face these new 
challenges.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So where do we go from here? 
As always, we turn to Jesus: “If the world hates you, know 
that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own; but because you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you.” (John 15: 18-19.) 
 

Jesus did not tell us this would be easy! In fact, his example 
on the cross, showed us the opposite. We must never turn 
our backs to Jesus or to the truth of His words, no matter 
the difficulty. As St. Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6: 68).  
 

And what did Jesus teach us regarding the creation of man 
as male and female? He could not have been clearer: “Have 
you not read that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one’?” (Matthew 19:4-5).  
 

This is our faith! Moreover, both reason and science confirm 
the biological reality of sex; that male and female are made 
for one another; and that the married family is truly the 
foundation for any sustainable society. 
 

I’d also like to reiterate the importance of religious liberty. As 
disappointing as the Supreme Court’s ruling was, Justice 
Gorsuch’s opinion nevertheless reaffirmed the importance 
of the free exercise of religion: “We are also deeply 
concerned with preserving the promise of the free exercise 
of religion enshrined in our Constitution; that guarantee lies 
at the heart of our pluralistic society,” he said.  
 

Indeed. Religious liberty remains one of America’s 
foundational values and I encourage every Catholic 
business owner and organization to invoke it to its fullest 
extent, as I also will. It is not guaranteed that our claims of 
religious liberty will prevail, but it remains a valuable legal 
refuge and may yet protect us. 
 

Our task remains simple—follow Jesus and proclaim His 
words. Entrust yourself entirely to Christ and to His merciful 
love. This is particularly true today, on the Solemnity of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Let us all consecrate 
ourselves, or re-consecrate ourselves, to His Most Sacred 
Heart. 
 

Saints John Fisher (June 22), Thomas More (June 22), and 
John the Baptist (June 24), who all gave their lives in 
defense of the truth of marriage, pray for us! 
 
 

Assuring you of my prayers, I am sincerely yours in Christ,  
 

+ Earl  
Bishop of Lansing 

 
 

Gus James Miller, son of  
Jeremy & Courtney (Rudat) Miller. 

 

We welcome Gus to our parish 

family. 

 

Welcome to the Church & our Parish Family, Estelle! 
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Daily Rosary at 10am 
 

All are welcome to join us every morning at 
10am (from your homes) for a rosary and 
divine mercy chaplet. Our intention this 
week is for the light of Christ to bring 
peace to all who are suffering,  

 

Good & gracious God, Who loves & delights in all people, 
we stand in awe before You, knowing that the spark of life 
within each person on earth is the spark of Your Divine 
Life. We ask & pray that Your light & restoring presence fills 
the dark places within each of us, bringing hope to hearts 
that feel defeated. Lord and giver of Life, let Your 
unconditional love, mercy & compassion bring healing to 
those who are suffering. Amen. 

Scripture Readings for the Week of June 28, 2020 
Monday Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  

2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8;  
 Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13,  
 16bc-17; Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Luke Martin, Sara 
Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, 
Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick 
Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy 
Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, 
Janet Simon, Dale Young, Richard Bushamp, Therese 
Kramer, Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, 
Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, 
Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Carolee Smith, Charles 
Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton, 
Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Elaine Kramer, Brian Ritter, 
David & Judy Maniez, Tricia Beauchamp, and Nancy Theis. 
 

 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

June 21st Collection ……...……………..…..……..$9590.00 
 

Special Collections 
Cemetery Care…..………………………..………. $      20.00 
Newspapers....…………………………..………… $      30.00 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Monday - June 29 
7:00pm   + Louis Schneider & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 

 

Tuesday - June 30 
9:00am   + For the Deceased Clergy of the Diocese of 
  Lansing 
 

Wednesday - July 1 
6:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00pm   + Robert Ayles 

Thursday - July 2 
9:00am   + Aggie Cole (4th Anniversary), Including  
  David 
 

Friday - July 3 
9:00am    For the Unemployed & Businesses Affected 
  by the Pandemic 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
  Until Noon  
  Confession After Mass 
 
 

Saturday - July 4 
3:30pm     Confession 

 

Sunday - July 5 
8:30am   + Stephen Schrauben 
10:30am   + Norman Spitzley & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Office Hours - 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
Parish Office - 593-2162 

 Email:  office@mhtparish.com 
 

MHT School - 593-2616 
Email:  school@mhtparish.com 

 

 

 

Second Publication 

 

Josh Miller, & Brianna Schmitt, 

To the Most Holy Trinity Parish, 
 
 
 

We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers for Sharon and the family.  We 
appreciate the kind words, donations, cards, and 
flowers that we have received. A special thanks to 
the people that brought communion to the house, 
came to the cemetery, and for all of the people who 
visited Sharon.  We thank everyone in the 
community for their support. 
 
 
 

God Bless and thank you again, 
On Behalf of the Sharon Schmitz Family. 

 
 

Happy 30th Anniversary, 
Chris & Lori Conner! 


