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From The Pastor’s Desk
This week I have asked Brian Armbrustmacher to share
with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
I was born into an average Catholic family.
My siblings and I were raised in the faith,
went to Mass each Sunday and received all
of our sacraments at the usual ages.
Although I did the minimum to be considered
“Catholic,” there was something definitely
missing. I didn’t talk about God with others
and didn’t pray regularly. Growing up, nothing
happened that allowed me to know who God
is and who He wants to be in my life.
In the spring of 2012, I had the opportunity to
go on my first real retreat, the 8th grade retreat put on by the high
school youth group. I went because my friends were going, and I
thought it was going to be a fun time. Honestly, I don’t remember
much of what we did over the weekend, nor what most of the talks
were about, but I do remember the Saturday night Adoration that we
had. We had just heard a testimony and the lights were dimmed. I
was sitting front and center as Father Bill Koenigsknecht processed
into the room with the Blessed Sacrament. He then put the
monstrance on the makeshift altar right in front of me. As a group,
we sang praise-and-worship songs with intermittent silence, so we
could just look, talk and listen to Jesus. At the end of Adoration, Fr.
Bill got up, and began benediction. As he reposed the Blessed
Sacrament, I distinctly remember hearing the words, “You could do
that,” in my head, almost like a whisper. This shook me! I felt
different for the rest of the retreat, and even after getting home.
After the retreat, the words the Lord said to me left me feeling
confused. “You could do that,” he said. What’s that supposed to
mean? Was God calling me to be a priest?! In order to get answers,
I met with Andrew Halfman, my theology teacher. In our meeting, I
told him what happened in Adoration, and I asked him what I was
supposed to make of it. He kindly told me not to worry about it. If this
was a call from God for me to become a priest, since I was only in
8th grade, I had plenty of time to think about it later. This is not what I
wanted to hear. I wanted a definite answer: did God want me to be a
priest or not? I’m a planner; if I knew what God wanted me to do, I
could take intentional steps to prepare myself for that. Looking back,
I should have tried to deepen my prayer life to strengthen my
relationship with Jesus, and in doing this, over time, my vocation
would have become clear. Instead, I tried to learn more about God
and Catholicism. If God was calling me to be a priest, I needed to
know as much about the faith as I could.
For the final months of 8th grade and into my freshman year of high
school, I asked my youth minister for any and all media that would

teach about the Church. I wasn’t completely sure who God was, or
what the Church specifically taught, so I wanted to know all about it. I
read things like The Essential Catholic Survival Guide, Walking with
God: A Journey through the Bible, The Lamb’s Supper: The Mass
as Heaven on Earth and The Angels: In Catholic Teaching and
Tradition. I also started listening to Catholic Answers Radio and to
Lighthouse Catholic CDs. At this point, I felt God wasn’t someone
whom I could have a relationship with. He was merely someone
who I could know about, so I did my best to learn all about him.
In the fall of 2012, I went into my freshman year of high school. In
high school, instead of being segregated by grade like in middle
school, students from different grades would intermingle. This is
actually how I got involved in youth group. During lunch, there was a
group of seniors who regularly played cards, and they welcomed
younger students to join them. Over time, I became friends with two
guys in particular: Josh Hamilton and Grant Feldpausch. They both
made it a point to invite me to youth group events. Josh would also
invite me to go out to the movies, out to eat, and even play laser tag.
These guys were super nice, and such great role models for me!
They were both into their faith, made school a priority and didn’t
party on the weekends. Because of how genuine they were, I
wanted to be like them. Throughout high school, I chose to be
involved in youth group, try my best in school, and to not get caught
up in drinking and partying.
During my freshman and sophomore years, I kind of assumed that
God wanted me to be a priest. I wanted to be holy, so I went to
every youth group and church event I could; I went to Bible studies,
social nights, movie nights, and Holy Hours. I also made it a priority
to go to every retreat I could. If there was something going on at my
youth group, I was there. Although I had good intentions, I didn’t
really pray often and God was a distant figure in my life. Despite
everything I went to and how involved I was in youth group, I still
didn’t know that I could have a personal relationship with God.
During my sophomore year, my youth minister, Adam Halfman,
noticed how involved I was. He asked a classmate and me to join a
leadership group, made up of mostly upperclassmen who were into
their faith and helped to plan retreats/events. Something different
about this group was that Adam, who led it, wanted it to be centered
on the model of intentional discipleship. This challenged me to not
only be involved in youth group for the sake of my own faith, but to
go out and bring others too. I also realized that Josh and Grant had
used this model on me, and how successful it could really be.
The summer after my sophomore year, I attended Franciscan LEAD
(A week long retreat that stands for Leadership, Evangelization And
Discipleship and is held at Steubenville). This was a week where I
met people my age who also loved their faith, and wanted to grow
closer to God. Coming into the retreat, it was on my heart to think
more about the priesthood and to gain a personal relationship with
God. One night, it was announced that teams of two adults would
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From Brian Continued . . .
come and pray over each of us. As the praise and worship started, I
was one of the first to be prayed with. After praying for a few
minutes, the leader said he got the sense that I had things that
needed to be “pruned away;” that some things in my life were
keeping me from a close relationship with God. Immediately, the
thought of becoming a priest came to mind. In that moment, it was
clear what God was saying: “Stop thinking about becoming a priest.”
Surprisingly, this was a big step in my faith. At first I was upset. Why
would God have put it on my heart to think about becoming a priest
when he was just going to rip it away from me?! I had spent two
years thinking about seminary and the priesthood, and I had nothing
to show for it. Looking back now, I can clearly see that I didn’t really
have a relationship with God. I was never honest with God in prayer.
I would use my thoughts of becoming a priest like a shield of sorts. I
assumed that I was already holy because, hey, the Lord wants me
to be a priest. I don’t need to make any efforts in my relationship with
Him; it’s perfect (because God only calls the elite to be priests,
right?). I also thought, “Since I am being called to be a priest, I don’t
need to talk to those “sinners” in my class, who partied on the
weekend.” I thought the way I was living, with a ‘holier than thou’
mentality, was what God wanted from me and that needed to
change.
Something else that I got from LEAD was a real prayer life. At
LEAD, we were taught how to pray and how we should use our time
in prayer to simply converse with God. We don’t need to say the
right thing, or sound holy in our prayer. God wants us just as we are.
This was huge for me. I could come to God with my worries, my
struggles, and not worry about doing it perfectly. Also, knowing that
God loved me in spite of whatever I was going on in my life was
freeing. Again, I didn’t have to worry about living perfectly, praying
perfectly or being perfect; God wanted me to be myself.
In August, I went on service retreat and had a life-changing
conversation with Chris Feldpausch, a guy close to my age from our
parish. As we talked, I was vulnerable with him about struggles that I
was going through. I had never revealed such personal things to
people my own age. Not only did I share about myself, but he
opened up about past and current struggles that he had. This was
the start of an accountability group. Each week after that retreat,
Chris and I would get together and discuss how our week had gone,
struggles we may be facing, and anything we needed prayers for. It
was really a blessing during my junior year in high school. This
group actually grew, too. First, we had Josh Luttig join, then we
asked seven others who had just come back from LEAD to join.
This men’s group was a way in which I grew in my faith during my
junior and senior years. Being held accountable, I was challenged to
pray more, but also to grow in virtue, especially during my senior
year. I was the oldest member, so I would lead meetings and I was
the guy to whom people came when they needed help outside of
our group meetings. This was powerful for me because these guys
trusted me to pray and talk to them even when there wasn’t the
privacy of a meeting. I found that I enjoyed supporting them through
the tough moments that they experienced throughout the week.
My last two years of high school went by quickly. I continued to do
pretty well in school and stayed involved in youth group. In May
2016, I graduated from high school, and the following fall, I went to
Central Michigan University to become a physician assistant. At this
point, my faith was very important in my life. I finally knew that I could
have a personal relationship with God, and I did my best to pray
regularly and let Him know what was going on in my life. I was also
interested in being involved in the Catholic parish on campus. After
being in the men’s group in high school, I saw how effective a group
could be at strengthening the members’ faith lives. I wanted to have
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people who I could be vulnerable with while I was away at college.
I spent a year at CMU, and it was rough for me in the beginning. I
had to adjust to ordering my own schedule in things like going to bed
on time and waking up when I was supposed to. I would go to Mass
on the weekends, but found it difficult to talk to the people who were
at the parish—it seemed cliquey. I became disheartened from this
bad experience at St. Mary’s. In mid-October, I went on a retreat at
the parish. Although it didn’t do much to strengthen my relationship
with God, I did make friends there. After that, I found my niche at St.
Mary’s. I would go to Mass as often as my schedule allowed, go to
the chapel to pray between classes and cook for meals that St.
Mary’s hosted on Sundays. There were FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students) missionaries on campus, and I actually
became “discipled”, or mentored by one of them. I again became
excited about my faith and to bring others to Christ.
The following summer, in 2017, I started working at a nursing home
to get patient care hours needed for my major, and through this
experience, I saw how much of an effect I could have in the
residents’ daily life. Because of this, I chose to change my major to
nursing. As it turns out, CMU did not have a nursing program, so I
had to change schools. I ultimately decided on staying home and
commuting to Lansing Community College to complete the
necessary prerequisites.
Being back at home was not great for me. At CMU, I was seconds
away from friends and always had someone to talk to. At home,
most of the time, I was by myself. This really wore on me. Over time,
I started having feelings of depression. I would feel alone, unloved,
and even unwanted. There were times in which I felt like there was
no point to go on with my life. I was in a really bad place, so I ended
up talking to my mom and a counselor at LCC and I brought it to
confession. The people who I talked to all gave me great support
and helped me through this difficult time.
In December 2017, I was the emcee at a high school retreat that
was put on by the youth group. It was an incredible experience
because I had a big part in planning and putting these plans into
action. During the retreat, I loved seeing how the Lord was affecting
the participants through talks, prayers, Adoration, Mass, small
groups and prayer teams. The biggest part of the retreat for me was
Saturday night. After Adoration ended, Adam Halfman and I talked
about how the retreat was going. Towards the end of the
conversation, he paused and said, “Brian, you seem to have a heart
for ministry. Have you seriously considered the priesthood since
high school?” When he said that, I remember that my heart felt like it
was on fire. I had a strong desire to be a priest, and to do God’s will
for me. Shortly after the retreat, I made the prayer to God saying, “If
you want me to go to seminary, let things fall into place.”
From there, I met with Fr. John Linden (the Director of Vocations for
the Diocese) and had a conversation about where I had been and
where I am in my faith. Through this conversation, Fr. John said it
seemed like I might have an authentic call to the priesthood. He
encouraged me to apply to seminary, so I did.
From there everything has seemed to fall into place. My parents
have been very supportive of me taking this step, and Fr. Dennis
agrees that I should attend seminary. Just a week ago I received the
final approval in a meeting with Bishop Boyea so I am excited to
announce that I am now officially a seminarian and will start classes
in the fall. Although there have been fears in becoming a
seminarian, I have felt a certain lasting peace throughout the
application process. Looking back, it’s easy to see the ways that
God has worked in my life over the past six years as he has
prepared me to take this step. I’m very excited to start seminary and
see what he has in store for me next!
God Bless, Brian

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Most Holy Trinity
Parish Festival News
July 26, 27, 28 & 29
Country Store & Festival Desserts: All families are
asked to donate desserts to the Parish Festival. Below is
a list of possible ideas of what to bring but please feel free
to make whatever is your favorite since that is guaranteed
to be a top seller! Please bring all desserts to thethActivity
Center from 9 AM to noon on Sunday, July 30 . Items
should be placed in non-returnable containers, zip-lock
bags, or other unused bags and marked with the type of
baked good.
Please consider bringing any of the following
to donate to the Country Store:
3 Dozen Cinnamon Rolls
4 Dozen Cookies, Bars, or Brownies
2 Double Crusted Pies
3 Loaves of Homemade Bread
Or
Donate to the Food Court Dessert Prep Station in the
Activity Center by bringing either:
2 Baked Pies or 2 Cheesecakes (16 slices)
Or
Make a $10 donation if you can’t donate a baked good
***************************************************************
Arts & Crafts: Collection has begun for the Arts and
Crafts donations for the Parish Festival. Don’t think you
are crafty enough to make something? Then be a
bargain shopper! Take advantage of sales. It’s always
fun to find nicer items on sale for the suggested
expenditure of $7.
Suggestions: Household, children & baby items. School
or team affiliation, MSU, U of M, Fowler Eagles, Detroit
Tigers. Anything summer. Christmas items don’t move
well.
Each household is asked to donate an item of $7. Please
include your name with the item. Donations can be left in
designated boxes by all church entrances. Don’t fret if
you miss donating; contributions will be accepted at the
Arts & Crafts booth at the picnic.

Website: mhtparish.com

Holiday Schedule Changes
Mass on July 4th will be at
8:15 a.m. Also, there will be
no Wed. evening holy hour.
There will be NO Adoration
and confessions on Thursday
July 5th in the evening
because of the holiday.
However, Fr. will be offering
an opportunity for confession
after the morning Mass.
*************************************************************
The parish office will be closed on Wednesday,
July 4th, to observe Independence Day.
Job Opportunities
Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Lansing, is in the
process of taking resumes for the following positions for
the 2018/2019 school year:
· Preschool Teacher for 3 year olds
· Preschool Teacher's Aide for 4 year old class
· Afternoon Supervisor
Please send resume to maherm@ihmlansing.org. We
offer a quality Christian preschool and child care program
for children ages 3 -13 years old.
Knights of Columbus position
Fowler Knights of Columbus is
looking for a new Financial Secretary.
Assignment is 3 years with a stipend
included. Must be a Knight to apply.
Contact Dan Feldpausch (517-2564752) or Dave Vincent (989-7800541) if interested. Position is to be
filled by the 1st of September.

Thanks to all who came to help celebrate
Fr. Bill’s 50’th anniversary of Ordination!
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2018 Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly

For Diane Luna
July 22nd.
2-5 p.m., St. Joseph School Gym, Pewamo
There will be a silent auction and luncheon.
$7.00 at the door
For more information, please call Ronda Martin 989-6406303 or Doug Hyland 517-282-7455.

St. Mary 4th of July Festival News
The Parade Committee of in Westphalia invites you to
participate in this year’s parade on July 4th. The theme will
be “Board Games”. Prizes of $100, $75, and $50 will be
awarded for the entries using the theme. Line-Up begins
at 10:30 AM at Union Bank, with the parade beginning at
noon. If you have questions, contact Bruce and Amy Cook
at 989-640-1208 or Bill and Maria Willard at 517-256-7430.
Volleyball Tournament
Outdoor on grass, 4 on 4 coed. Ages high
school and above. $80 per team. 8 AM start.
Competitive & recreational divisions. Register
by July 2nd by filling out a Google form using
the link or QR code.

Catholic Order of Foresters
The Catholic order of Foresters summer
family picnic is this weekend, Sunday
July 1st, starting at 12:00pm at FACE
park. Hope to see you there!
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Mission: Flint: Even though Steubenville is over, we still
have a great retreat opportunity coming up in July. The
Mission: Flint is a weeklong (July 22-27) retreat where we
help the poor in Flint during the day in a variety of ways,
and in the evening we have adoration, confession, and
speakers giving witness to God's love! The forms to sign up
are on the parish website. The trip will be around $100. If
you
have
questions
please
contact
at
mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Scrip summer ordering:
Scrip is now available at the parish office from 8:00 – 3:00,
M-F. Orders will be placed on the following Mondays: July
9 & 23, Aug. 6 & 20.
Great Lakes Scrip made changes to the order & payment
process to make your experience easier. If you would like
to learn more about the program & how you can use it to
help defray the cost of a Catholic Education, visit the MHT
Parish website or contact the school. Anyone can purchase
gift cards, you do not have to have a student at MHT
School to use scrip.

Our third Diocesan Assembly, "Made for Happiness" is
going to be at the Breslin Center in East Lansing on
Saturday, September 22. The day will feature a
Eucharistic Procession from the Cathedral to the Breslin
Center, and conclude with Mass. Many other activities are
also planned including talks by Fr. Mike Schmitz and
Jennifer Fulwiller. 15,000 people are expected to attend!
To register or find out more information go to https://
madeforhappiness.org/. Contact Adam at the parish office
if you are interested in being on the planning committee
to help promote this event in our parish.
We are ordering shirts for the
Assembly. They will cost $10 and will
be available for pick up at the Parish
Booth at the Festival. Proceeds will
benefit our youth ministry program.
Go to the parish website to order your
shirt!
Schedule change for Holy Hour to End Abortion
During the summer we will be meeting in church at 8:30 am
instead of 10 am on Mondays and Wednesdays. If you are
homebound or unable to attend, please join us in spirit in
praying for women who are considering having an abortion.

Michigan Catholic Charismatic Conference
“Plunge into the River of Grace” July 27-29th, Diocesan
Center, 5802 Weiss Street Saginaw Township, Michigan.
Speaker: Bishop Sam Jacobs.
Ever wonder about the Biblical
roots of our Catholic faith? Do
you wish you knew more about
the Bible?
The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM) is
opening a class at St. Mary Parish in Westphalia.
The class is open to adults whose hearts yearn to study the
entire Bible. Tuesday evening classes will meet from
September to May and will study the entire Bible in four
years. All faculty members hold graduate degrees in
Catholic theology. They are experienced teachers and are
deeply devoted to the Catholic faith.
CBSM staff and students will visit our parish and attend all
Masses on the weekend of July 7/8 to introduce this faithfilled study of Sacred Scripture.
To learn more, you are invited to attend one Information
Night at St. Mary Parish Hall, 209 East Church St.,
Westphalia, on Tuesday, July 10 or August 7 at 7:00 pm.
Brochures: www.cbsmich.org.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher,
Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Knights of Columbus Insurance

Website: mhtparish.com

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday - July 2
7:00 p.m. + Agnes Cole (2nd anniversary) including
David
Tuesday - July 3
8:15 a.m. + Sharon Dolan
Wednesday - July 4
8:15 a.m.
+ Thomas Hengesbach
Thursday - July 5
8:15 a.m. + Jean Schafer
Friday - July 6
8:15 a.m. + Howard, Eleanor, & Marge Pung
Saturday - July 7
4:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - July 8
8:30 a.m. + Lester Miller including Juliann & Terry &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
10:30 a.m. + Tricia Spicer
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, July 7 & 8
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie
Schueller, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Dean Schrauben
10:30 a.m.- Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht,
Hilary Stump
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, July 7 & 8
4:30 p.m. -Brooke, Emily, & Amber Epkey, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Nolan, Madison, & Mitchell Wirth, Nolan Simon
10:30 a.m. - Dominic Horak, Tony Piggott, Tristan &
Quentin Smith

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
June 23 & 24 Collection………………….….... $10,267.94
Special Collections
Newspapers……………………………..………..….. $20.00
Cemetery………………………………………………..$20.00
Capitol Improvement………………..…......…….…..$10.00

Readings for the Week of July 1 2018
Monday
Amos 2:6-10, 13-16; Psalms 50:16bc-17, 1819, 20-21, 22-23; Matthew 8:18-22
Tuesday
Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalms 117:1bc, 2; John
20:24-29
Wednesday Amos 5:14-15, 21-24; Psalms 50:7, 8-9, 1011, 12-13, 16bc-17; Matthew 8:28-34
Thursday Amos 7:10-17; Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 11;
Mathew 9:1-8
Friday
Amos 8:4-6, 9-12; Psalms 119:2, 10, 20, 30,
40, 131; Matthew 9:9-13
Saturday
Amos 9:11-15; Psalms 85:9ab & 10, 11-12,
13-14; Matthew 9:14-17

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for our country and safety for those who
defend it, that God would protect them in their
service as they fight for our freedoms.

Mass Servers During This Week
Mon, 7:00 p.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- Emma & Zachary Halfmann
Wed., 8:15 a.m..- Andrew & John Irrer
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Allysa Feldpausch, Olivia & Isaac Thelen
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Gavin Klein, Paige & Carter Thelen

Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church.
July 1, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

