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From The Pastor’s Desk
This week I have asked Corey Luna to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
I was in a packed pew at St. Mary’s in
Westphalia. The church was getting more and
more crowded and I was getting more and
more nervous. I was coming to Father
Mathias’s healing service with a longing for
inner healing, but I didn’t come with the
expectation that it was going to happen. At that
point in my life, I had been praying with people for inner
healing for a couple of years. I believed other people could
be healed, but I had started to doubt in the Father’s desire
to heal my own brokenness. Father Mathias spoke
specifically on a reading from the Gospel of Luke,
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give
him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him
a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Once he read that gospel reading I automatically thought, “I
do believe that God would give me a snake or a scorpion.”
Right then and there God the Father had brought revelation
into my mind. He pointed out the obstacle that had
separated me from Him. The obstacle was that I didn’t think
that I was worthy of receiving healing. I believed the lie that
other people must be deserving, that that’s why their
prayers were being answered and mine had not been.
During the rest of that healing service, instead of letting the
Lord breakthrough that mentality, I decided to hang onto the
lie of my unworthiness. I sat watching, in hopelessness and
self-pity, while others were being excited by the Holy Spirit’s
healing and love. I knew in my mind what everyone said
about God being merciful and loving, but in my heart all I
could see was the “evidence”. I thought of my sin and
brokenness and felt that nothing could overcome them.
Although I thought God wasn’t working during this event,
He ended up highlighting a lot of things for me. The biggest
things he highlighted was the lies I believed about myself.
“I’m not good enough to be healed”, “My sin and
brokenness is too big for God”, “I have to deserve God the
Father’s love”. All of those things are obvious LIES that the
evil one was using. In this moment though, I was falling into
one of the biggest traps in the Christian life, which is a
performance-based mentality. This mentality/obstacle in my
prayer life was that my worth is based off of what I do. So
every sin and bad thing that I had ever done defined me in
front of God. This mindset is pretty common, especially in
our own community. We believe we have to work hard and
build our reputation and that defines us. In the Christian
lifestyle this isn’t what should define us.
Our identity and worth is not determined by what we do. It’s
determined by who we are. We are all adopted by a
heavenly Father. He has made us as his sons and
daughters and nothing we do can strip that core identity
from us. As God’s children, living in this identity and reality
is so important for our prayer life and relationship with God.
When we are able to recognize God as a loving Father and
recognize ourselves as his beloved Children then we are
more able to live free and open to receive his Spirit.
This identity that God has given us, is so important that it’s
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the first thing that Satan attacked in the garden of Eden.
“The serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.”
The lie that the enemy gave Eve was “You will be like God”.
In eating the fruit from the tree of Good and Evil, Eve tried
to earn her worth which led to sin and death. She was
ALREADY made in God’s image and had access to all he
had. She tried to achieve in performance what she already
had in her identity.
If our prayer is rooted in performance (which it often can
be), our prayer ends up being rooted in death. What that
death looked like for me was avoiding prayer because I had
committed a mortal sin earlier that week and didn’t feel like I
was worthy enough to go back to the Father. I literally
wouldn’t even pray because of this mindset. I thought I had
to fix myself and then come to God, instead of coming to
God in my identity and letting him transform me. What this
could look like for you is you thinking about going to a Holy
Spirit Encounter and then not going because of believing
the lie that it’s only for “holy people”, or you go to pray and
only feel anxiety because no one ever taught you to pray
and you don’t think you are doing it the right way.
Jesus didn’t die on the cross so that we could earn our
relationship with God the Father. He died on the cross so
that we could have the same relationship with the Father
that he has. He died so we could have the SAME intimacy
that he had with the Father. That gift id what is available to
us, and when I came across this idea at an Encounter
Conference two years ago, so many instances in my own
spiritual life (like the healing service above) made sense to
me. All of those past instances of hopelessness or despair
could have been different if I had just rejected that lie that I
wasn’t worthy and accepted my true identity. I don’t know
the moment where my heart changed, whether it was
sometime during the conference or the weeks afterward,
but I suddenly felt like I was on the same team as God.
That instead of feeling like nothing I ever wanted or hoped
for in prayer was going to be received, suddenly I felt that
my connection to God had power and that we really were
working together because He made me worthy in my
identity. It was such a subtle transformation, but it truly has
changed my life.
If you have felt similar things and think you are in this
“performance mentality”, then take this moment to pray for
transformation. Ask the Father simply for the grace to see
yourself the way he sees you. He sees all the goodness in
you and will meet you in prayer, because he truly loves
every aspect of you and wants to provide for you like a
Father does.
God Bless,
Corey
Shared Pregnancy Women's Center is
hosting its annual golf scramble at
College Fields on Sat., September 21st.
Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a
continental breakfast, lunch at the turn,
gift bag, and prizes. Player registration is
$75 individual/foursome is $300. Come out for a great day
of golf and support Shared Pregnancy so they can continue
helping women in unexpected pregnancies and walking
alongside families with young children. To register, sponsor
or for more info, visit www.sharedpregnancy.org/events
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MHT Parish Festival
Parade: The Parade Committee of Fowler invites you to
participate in this year’s parade on Sunday, July 28th. The
theme will be “Carnival”. Prizes of $75, $50, and $25 will
be awarded for the entries using the theme. Line-Up
begins at 10:30 am at the water tower, with the parade
beginning at 11:30am.
3 on 3 Basketball: Sunday, July 28th at 8:00 am
on the east side of the church.. For more
information, please contact Tim Andros at 989666-3314.
Country Store & Festival Desserts: All families are
asked to donate desserts to the Parish Festival.
Please bring Country Store donations to the
Activity Center from 9 AM to noon on July 28th.
Items should be placed in non-returnable
containers.
Please bring any of the following to donate:
 3 Dozen Cinnamon Rolls
 4 Dozen Cookies, Bars, or Brownies
 2 Double Crusted Pies
 3 Loaves of Homemade Bread

Website: mhtparish.com

Touch A Truck: Saturday, July 27th at 7:00 p.m. on Most
Holy Trinity Parish grounds. All children are
invited to come and see the “Big Rigs” up close!
Learn how they work and find out what all those
gadgets are for! Don’t miss your chance to sit in
the driver’s seat at Touch A Truck!
Family Movie Night: This year’s movie
feature is “Dumbo” (PG 2019). The movie will
be shown on Saturday, July 27th on a large
canvas at Fink Field with concessions
available under the pavilion. The movie starts
at dusk. Come join us for this great family event. If
inclement weather, the movie will be canceled.
Arts & Crafts: Sunday July 28: Collection is underway
for Arts and Crafts donations for the Parish Festival. Take
advantage of sales. It’s always fun to find nicer items on
sale for the suggested expenditure of $7. Donation boxes
are in the back of church.

~OR~ Donate to the Food Court Dessert Prep Station in
the Activity Center by bringing either 2 Baked Pies or 2
Cheesecakes (16 slices)
~OR~ Make a $10 donation if you are unable to donate
a baked good
Fowler 5K Race: Saturday, July 27 at 7:30 am. Cost is
$20 and includes a T-Shirt. Registration is available on the
parish website. This year we will offer
a free 200 meter kid's dash which will
start at around 8:30. You do not need
to register to participate in the kid's
dash.
Volleyball Tournament: 4 on 4 co-ed outdoor tournament
Sat., July 27th behind Waldron Middle School.
Cost is $80/team. There is a competitive and
recreational division. Tournament starts at 8
am, but teams should arrive at least 15 minutes
early for registration. To sign your team up,
please contact Mike Feldpausch 593-2757,
feldpauschmr@hotmail.com or use the online form on the
parish website. The deadline to sign up is July 25.
Holy Spirit Encounter & Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Stop in the church anytime from
1:00 – 5:00 PM on Sunday, July 28th to spend
time with the Lord in Adoration. New this year we
are having a shorter version of the Holy Spirit
Encounter at 3 PM. Prayer teams will be
available to pray with anyone who is interested
Car Show and Food Trucks: This event, which is
sponsored by the Village of Fowler, returns with delicious
food trucks starting at 11 AM and going until 8:30 PM on
Thursday, July 25.
Fowler

Downtown Sidewalk Sales: Downtown
businesses will have sidewalk sales on
Friday, July 26 from 9:30 am– 5:30 pm
and Saturday, July 27th from 9:30 am –
3 pm.

Euchre

The winner of this week’s early bird
raffle ticket drawing is Kent & Britney
Thelen.
They have won a $25 Scrip gift card of
their choice! Congratulations and
thanks to all who turned in tickets early!
Clergy, Religious and Seminarian
Appreciation Mass
The Knights of Columbus in the Greater
Lansing area will be once again sponsoring and
hosting our Annual Clergy, Religious and Seminarian
appreciation mass and dinner for all our hard-working
clergy and religious. Please consider joining us to thank
these people who mean so much to us. Bishop Boyea will
celebrate the Mass starting at 6pm.
When: August 13th, Mass at 6:00pm - dinner following
Where: St Jude, 801 Bridge St. Dewitt, Mi 48820
Cost:: $15 each, $20 each at the door. To obtain tickets
contact Grand Knight David Simon at 989-640-1554 or
gk3027@mikofc.org.Tickets are limited so don’t delay.
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Catechists Needed
As is the case most summers, the parish is in need of
catechists for this upcoming school year. Specifically, we
need catechists for 1st grade, middle school, and junior
high. This isn’t a bad thing by any means and neither is it
unexpected. The vast majority of catechists are volunteers
(or receive a small stipend per each class) who serve this
ministry for the season of their life that God calls them to.
Sometimes this season lasts just one school year and
sometimes it lasts decades. If you feel called by God to be
a catechist, or if you're curious and just want to know more
about what being a catechist looks like, please contact me.
At the meeting I ask about why the person is interested in
this ministry, I ask about their relationship with God, and I
explain all the details and answer any questions about
religious ed. My job isn’t to recruit people to fill a need,
rather it’s to help people see where God is calling them
and how they can best respond. As Father Dennis often
says, we don’t call ourselves to a ministry. Jesus, through
the Church, calls us. Responding to God and living out the
vocations he has called us to is how we truly live a joyful
and fulfilled life, and how God reaches the hearts and
minds of all people.
- Paul Fahey
LUGNUT VOCATION NIGHT

The Diocesan Family Baseball Game is August 9th. This is
the 20th Anniversary of Lugnut Vocation Night. Tickets
will be available through Knights of Columbus.
50/50 Support the Faith Raffle
Thank you to all who took part in the Knights
of Columbus Support the Faith 50/50 raffle.
The first
week's winners are: Dean
Schrauben, Lois Feldpausch, Steve
Schneider, and Leroy George.
The second week’s winners are Ralph Pung, Neil
Hufnagel, and Louis Schafer.

Ethan, August, Kolbe, and I want to thank everyone for all
of their support for us during my hospitalization and all of
the encouragement you continue to give while we wait for
him to come home with us. The staff at Sparrow joked that I
had a fan club based on all of the cards everyone sent, and
each card warmed our hearts and gave us the strength we
needed to keep trusting in the Lord. All of your prayers
provided grace upon grace that helped us to be joyful,
hopeful, and grateful for all that God was doing for and
through us. We truly believe that our community of prayer
warriors led the way for Kolbe’s miraculous birth. Thank
you so much for everything you did and all that you
continue to do. God bless you!
~Haley Thelen

***************************************

The family of Eddie Schmitz would like to express our
heart felt thank you to family, friends, neighbors and
everyone for your love, support, cards, food, gifts and
prayers during the loss of our Dad. Also, to Fr. Eric,
Deacon Chuck, the Platte Sisters and choir members for
the beautiful music, Lehman Funeral Home, VFW Post
3733 for the graveside service, Alice Bengal, Chris Smith
and everyone who helped with the luncheon and to the
staff at Regency who comforted Dad in his last days. A
special thank you to the Mello Tones who shared many
memorable musical years with Dad. God bless you
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THANK YOU: To the entire community for the
immense support shown to those pursuing
religious vocations during the 14th Annual
Knights of Columbus ‘Returns’ for Vocations
drive. Over 120 volunteers worked the event!
Thus far, the drive netted over $7,300 (65,000+ cans and
cash donations to be shared while they pursue their
vocations.
Special Thanks to the many families and friends that
assisted with collecting and sorting: Dean Schmitz and
Schmitz Party Store for taking many of the returns; to
Roberts Dairy Service & Main Street Pizza for donations
and discounts, to New Horizon for donating dairy snacks,
to Pohl Oil Co for taking some of the returns, to Dan Henry
Distributing for assisting with returns cases (boxes) and
logistics, for all those helping to return 10-12,000
miscellaneous returns via machines at Walmart, Meijer and
Kroger, to all those who provided snacks for the volunteers,
Brian and Agnes Koenigsknecht for the use of their property
to sort all the returns and finally to the entire community
for their generous donations. The fundraiser was a great
success because of all of you! Mark your calendars for next
year, Saturday July 11, 2020.
Special Note: Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht has offered a Mass of
thanksgiving on July 13th for those who in any way
volunteered or donated to the Returns drive.
Knights of Columbus -Returns for Vocations
MSU Football Games: MSU continues
looking for “Volunteers” for home games. If
you enjoy the excitement of Game Day,
greeting & assisting fans, and Helping our K
of C Council, consider becoming a Volunteer! For each
Volunteer, MSU donates $60.00 to our K of C’s Council.
Volunteers Must be 18, but do not Need to be K of C
Members. Ask your spouse, family members, friends and
neighbors. MSU does require a Background Check.
For a Background Check Form or to ask questions contact
Al Ruhl (ajruler@4wbi.net) 593-3321, 989-245-4912.

MHT Scrip is available at the parish office from 8 – 3,
M - Th. Orders placed July 22 & Aug. 12.
To learn more about the scrip program visit the MHT
Parish website or contact the school. Anyone can
purchase the gift cards, you do not have to have a student at MHT.
Scrip offers a wide range of gift cards for all of your summer vacation
needs; gas, shopping, dining, entertainment and hotels. Visit
shopwithscrip.com for a complete list.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

K & J Construction
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
First Publication
Chris Koerner, son of Floyd & Lisa
Koerner
Andrea Thelen, daughter of Kurt &
Janelle Thelen
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen,
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel,
Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah
Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben,
Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell,
Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff Wadell, Charles
Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy
D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith,
Charles Miller, Joyce Goerge, Father Den Morrow, Gary
Schueller, Dan Fedewa and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
The Pro-Life Holy Hour is held every Monday
and Wednesday from 9 AM to 10 AM in the
church. If you have small children or are unable
to come to the church you can join us at home.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
June 29 &30 Collection……………..……….… $9,731.00
Special Collections
Newspapers ….……………………………………… $67.00
Capital Improvements ……………………….……. $107.00
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for a fun and safe preparation for the
upcoming Parish Festival.
Readings for the Week of July 21, 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Sgs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6,
8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Ex 14:21—15:1; Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17; Mt 12:46-50
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26,
27-28; Mt 13:1-9
2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, Mt 20:20-28
Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 13:18-23
Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13

Monday - July 22
7:00 p.m. +
Andrew & Leona Thelen and Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Tuesday - July 23
8:15 a.m. + Louise Feldpausch and Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Wednesday - July 24
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p.m. + Julius Thelen Incl. Barb & Diane and Living
& Deceased Members of the Family
Thursday - July 25
8:15 a.m. + John & Eleanor Goerge and Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Friday - July 26
8:15 a.m. + Donald M. Cook
Saturday - July 27
4:30 p.m. + Dorothy Bradley and Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Sunday - July 28
10:00 a.m. + George & Dorothy Hamilton
5:00 p.m. + Bill and Glenda Braun Incl. Billy

Ushers for July 27 & 28
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Luke Thelen
10:00 a.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Dean Schrauben
5:00 p.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud
Koenigsknecht

Servers for this week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Nate & Katie Spicer
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Peter & Xavier Simon
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Bryce Ward, Jonathan Fowler
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Aubrey & Elizabeth Epkey

Servers for July 27 & 28
4:30 p.m. - Roman & Nicholai Schafer, Collin Feldpausch,
Jamison Schueller
10:00 a.m. - Jonathan Fowler, Volunteers needed
5:00 p.m. - Tristan & Quentin Smith, Preston & Camden
Braun
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Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Summer Parish Office Hours
Monday through Thursday - 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

