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MOST HOLY TRINITY 

July 3, 2022 



Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2 7/3/2022 

 

Thank you for the prayers, 
love and overwhelming sup-
port that you have shown me 
as I complete my pastorate 
here at Most Holy Trinity. 

 

I want to thank in particular 
Shawn Smith, her family,  
Daryl and Lori Hyland, Aman-
da, Tom Weber and Joe and  
Kim Simon and many parish-

ioners for their help with moving to my new 
residence at the retreat center. 
 

Thanks to all those who came out Monday 
evening to say goodbye and for all the many 
gifts and cards and promise of prayers. 

 

My new address will be: 
401 East Madison apt. B, DeWitt, MI  48820 

 
I will pray for you and ask your 
prayers for me. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis 

 

Thank You! 

Your Word is a Lamp for my Feet, a Light for my Path (Psalm 119:105) 
By Father Eric 

 

I am excited to come home and to serve as your Pastor. Thank you so much for all the warm 
notes and emails – it makes me feel very welcome and reminds me that I am not in this alone, 
but that you are committed to doing whatever it takes to help build up MHT. When I was going 
through seminary, I thought that the two parishes to which I would never be assigned would be 
St. Mary’s in Westphalia and Most Holy Trinity in Fowler. It seemed to me that it would be incred-
ibly awkward for everyone (including myself) if those who knew me when I was young would have 
to look to me to be a father to them, to hear their confessions, to guide them spiritually, etc. So, 
in 2014 when I was assigned to St. Mary’s, there was real anxiety on my part. How would people 
who last saw me as a shy 18-year-old in the back of class, respond to my being asked to lead and 
shepherd them? In this sense, I had not made the connection with my own past in that I was bap-
tized by one Pastor of MHT from St. Mary’s (Fr. Albert Schmitt), received First Holy Communion 
from another (Fr. Denis Spitzley), and at my ordination was vested by a third (Fr. Ray Rade-
macher). Eight years later, my biggest source of anxiety about becoming the Pastor at MHT is 
that it can seem overwhelming to be Pastor of two parishes with each of them having a school. 
The Scripture passage that I quoted at the top of the article has been an anthem for me since mid
-May when the Bishop asked me to be your Pastor. God’s Word can refer to many different things, 
but as Catholics we know that in the truest sense the Word of God is Jesus. Thus, the passage 
quoted above could read, “Jesus is a Lamp for my Feet, a Light for my Path”. Often, I (and probably 
most believers) want to see the entirety of what life will bring me in the future so I can see how 
He will guide me through it. However, He usually doesn’t show us much of the future as He wants 
us to simply trust that He is guiding and providing for us as He always has. In this sense, He acts 
not so much as a sun lighting up the entirety of the journey before us, but rather as a lamp unto 
our feet simply showing us the next step. Once we take the next step, He shows us the step after 
that. So, it has been very comforting to simply remind myself not to look at all my responsibili-
ties and tasks, but simply to try and see what is the next step that Jesus wants me to take today 
and then to take it. I would invite you to do the same. Please ask Jesus what is the next step He 
wants you or your family to take to grow in your relationship with Him or in your faith life. Be 
aware that the next step might be something seemingly small, but one that God intends to use in 
ways that surprise you. None of us can easily add more to our plates, so be open to the possibility 
that God may call you to eliminate something from your life in order to create the necessary 
space for you to take that next step. Once you have a sense of the next step to which God is call-
ing you, do your best to take that step. If you fail today, try again tomorrow. If each of us com-
mits to letting the Lord be a lamp for our feet and simply taking the next step, truly amazing 
things will happen at Most Holy Trinity Parish and School! 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

HAPPY 4TH  
OF JULY!!! 

 
THE PARISH OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED 
MONDAY, JULY 4TH  
IN OBSERVANCE OF 

THE HOLIDAY. 

 

 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
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- Sponsor of the Week - 
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  

possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
SIMON BROTHERS 

As Christ followers, we should all have a genuine 
desire to hear the Lord’s voice more clearly in our 
life.  

 

The first thing you can do to help you hear God’s 
voice more clearly, is to say a prayer as soon as 
you wake up- before you touch your phone or 
have time for distractions- & invite the Holy Spir-
it to speak to you throughout the day.  
 

Next, dedicate an amount of time each day to 
reading God’s Word! The number one way in 
which God speaks to his children, is through His 
written Word. We know His Word is Living and 
Active. This means that every time you read it, 
you’re going to get a new Revelation of Who God 
is and what He wants to speak to you! If you feel 
prompted to look further into something, that’s 
the Holy Spirit stirring within. Follow His lead! 
 

The third thing you can do to help hear God’s 
voice more clearly is to fast. Fast from the dis-
tractions of this world that would hinder you 
from hearing God’s voice - such as mainstream 
media or social media. Get in nature instead, 
meditate on God’s beautiful, life-giving creation. 
Ask God questions throughout the day, and I 
promise… He will speak to you! 

What’s Left to Say? 

 

When the Supreme Court handed 

down its decision last week 

overturning Roe v Wade my first 

instinct was to sit down imme-

diately and write a “Hallelujah” 

column. Then I thought it might 

be better if I waited a couple 

days, let my exuberant emotions 

settle down and watch the reaction. 
 

The reaction from the radical wing of the pro-

abortion crowd was sad but predictable - vio-

lence and threats, mostly against pregnancy 

centers. This certainly is not to say that all 

those who favor abortion are radicals. Most 

people on each side of the issue are not inclined 

to break the law or throw firebombs through 

windows. 
 

The legal analysis from one point of view is sim-

ple: the majority of the Supreme Court Justices 

agreed that there is no right to abortion in the 

Constitution. And on this Fourth of July week-

end, we see that the Constitution does still 

have validity almost 250 years after it was 

written. The Supreme Court was created to de-

termine cases in which the plaintiff believes the 

Constitution was violated. If the Justices deter-

mine that a case does not meet the standard, 

then it’s sent back to the states for a final de-

termination. And that’s what this Court did, it 

sent the issue back to each state. It did NOT 

make abortion illegal in this country. 
 

Some states had trigger laws in which abortion 

will be banned immediately or in the near fu-

ture. Nothing will change in states with abor-

tion protection laws. In Michigan, we are in lim-

bo, with a 1931 law designed to prohibit abor-

tion unenforceable due to a recent injunction, 

which has yet to argued in Court. Perhaps more 

threatening is a petition drive to legalize abor-

tions. It has only one week left to gather the 

legal amount of signatures. Please do NOT assist 

these petitioners by signing. 
 

The title of today’s column is “What’s Left to 

Say?” The legal eagles will surely have plenty of 

words to say as the injunction is contested. But 

for the rest of us pro-lifers, the time for talk is 

over. It’s time to do. We must discourage those 

we know from signing the petition. Many of us 

will have 4th of July party opportunities to do 

 

WE ARE ALL EVANGELIZERS 
(and whatever else is on Deacon Eric’s mind) 

so. Then we must vote pro-life in August pri-

maries and the November general election. If 

we continue to let others decide who our top 

elected officials will be by our inaction, then 

last week’s Supreme Court ruling will have 

meant nothing in Michigan. Then the 

only thing left to say is: “We got what we de-

served.” 
 

(Hello to my new Most Holy Trinity readers. To-

day’s column was on the serious side. On other 

Sundays, it is much lighter. Some weeks it’s fo-

cused on Scripture, other weeks it may be on 

virtue. I write a lot about hope. Other weeks I 

may write about something in my family life 

that translates to living the Christian life. Most 

weeks I try to leave you with a grin and some-

thing to ponder. I hope to see you around MHT 

soon.) 
Deacon Eric 

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

 

Three things you can do this week  
to grow in your ability to  

hear the voice of God more clearly! 
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BAPTISMS 

 

 

 
Third Publication 

Natalie Singer & Nick Hufnagel 

 

God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 
 

June 25 & 26 Collection …..……..…….………..$       7,137.00 
Online Giving………………………………………..$       2,206.83   
 

Special Collections            
ETF ………………………………………………………$        210.00 
Capital Improvements …………………………...$          10.00 
Newspapers ………………………………………….$          10.00 

 

Wedding Banns 

 
 

Liam Anthony Ferguson, 
son of Blake & Kristin 
(Schafer) Ferguson 

 
We Welcome Liam 

to our parish family! 

 

OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

Weekday Rosary The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for our  brothers and sis-
ters who are persecuted for the faith.  

 

We need your help to ensure the success of 
this years' Parish Festival! We are still look-
ing for volunteers to help in various areas. 
 

Sign-up sheets will be posted in the back of 
Church. Please contact the parish office if 
you have any questions or would like to 
know more about helping behind the scenes. 
 

We thank you in advance for your continued 
support and willingness to volunteer, as this 
much anticipated event wouldn’t be possible 
without you! God Bless! 

MHT PARISH FESTIVAL  

NEWS/REMINDERS 

 
 
 

24th Annual Golf Outing hosted by 
Ithaca Council 8785  

(Proceeds go to local council charities) 
 

When:  Saturday, Aug. 20,  
  9am shotgun start 
 

Where:  North Star Golf Course,  
  4550 S. Bagley Rd., Ithaca 
  Golf Course ph#: 989-875-3841 
 

Cost:   $50/person or $200/team  
  for a 4-person scramble (male or  
  female) 
 

Included:  18 holes of golf, cart, door prize,  
 coffee and doughnuts, hot dogs,  
 and dinner 
 

Registration Deadline:  August 10 

 

Registration forms can be downloaded from our 
parish website or picked up in the parish office. 
Send registration form and check(s) payable to 
Ithaca K of C Council 8785 - Mail to: Paul Hornak, 
510 Leeward Court, Ithaca, MI 48847  -  For more 
information, contact Paul Hornak at 989-331-
1168 [p1hornak@gmail.com] or John Pohl 989 640-
6081 [johnannettepohl@gmail.com] 

Parish Parade 

Everyone is encouraged to join our parade as part 
of our Parish Festival on July 31st.  Theme is 
“Come Holy Spirit.” We are inviting businesses, 
organizations or even groups of family/friends 
that wish to join the parade!  -- The parade starts 
at 11:30, line up starts at 10:45 under the water 
tower in Fowler. Please call or text Kristin Phillips 
at 517-256-0309 with any questions or to confirm 
your participation.  

Country Kitchen 

The Christian Mothers will once again be hosting 
the Country Kitchen at the Parish Festival on 
Sunday, July 31st from 10:30am - 3:00pm. We are 
asking all Christian Mothers to contribute their 
favorite baked good in the following quantities: 
 -2 pies (2 crust) 
 -2 dozen cinnamon rolls 
 -2 dozen cookies 
 -2 dozen cookie bars/brownies 

 

*Please bring your bakes goods to the Esper room 
between 9am - 10:30am on Sunday, July 31st. If 
you’re unable to donate baked goods, a $15 dona-
tion would be welcomed.  

5K - Run, Walk or Stroll 

Volleyball Tournament 

3 on 3 Basketball 

Sunday, July 31st, 2022 
4 Players/team - Co-ed (2 males max per team) 

Check-in at 7:30am, Games start at 8am 
$80 Registration Fee 

Location: Waldron Middle School 

 

For more information, contact Mike & Rebecca Feld-
pausch at (989)593-2757 or feldpaush7@gmail.com 

Printable registration forms can be found on 
our parish website at www.mhtparish.com or 
in the parish office.  

Sunday, July 31st - 7:30am 
Starts in front of Most Holy Trinity Church 

$20 Registration Fee 
Link to 5K registration can be found on our parish 

website at www.mhtparish.com 
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July 4 - July 10 SERVERS SACRISTANS 

Monday, July 4 - 8:15am Mass at St. Mary’s Mass at St. Mary’s 

Tuesday, July 5 - 8:15am Sacristan Jerome Pohl 

Wednesday, July 6 - 7:00pm 2 Volunteers Needed Luke Goerge 

Sunday, July 10 - 8:30am 2 Volunteers Needed Luke Goerge 

Sunday, July 10 - 10:30am Dominic & Michaela  

Spitzley 

Gerry Davis 

Sunday, July 10 - 6:00pm 2 Volunteers Needed Volunteer Needed 

 

Masses this Week 

July 10 Reader  ExMHC Ushers 

Sunday - 8:30am Theresa Sisung Anne Hufnagel, Vicki Wieber, 

Susie Koenigsknecht,  

Ronn Thelen 

Robin, Ryan, Kevin & Tim 

Koenigsknecht 

Sunday - 10:30am David Simon Tricia Goerge, Tonya McCarty, 

Gerry Davis 

John Rademacher, Stan Weber,  

Gene Messer, Hilary Stump 

Sunday - 6:00pm Volunteer  

Needed 

4 Volunteers Needed 4 Volunteers Needed 

 

Monday - July 4 
8:15am Mass at St. Mary’s 
 

Tuesday - July 5  
8:15am Matilda & William Hufnagel & Living 
  & Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Wednesday - July 6  
5:45am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration 
5:30pm Confessions 
7:00pm Angus Cole, Including David Cole & 
  Living & Deceased Members of the 
  Family 
 

Thursday - July 7 
8:15am Mass at St. Mary’s 
9:30am Confessions 
 
Friday - July 8   
8:15am Mass at St. Mary’s 
  

Saturday - July 9  
1:00pm  Wedding of Natalie Singer & Nick  
  Hufnagel 
4:30pm Mass at St. Mary’s 
  

Sunday - July 10  
8:30am Mary Catherine (Kate) & Gerald  
  Fedewa & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
10:30am Helen M. Wobser & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
6:00pm Mass of Thanksgiving in Honor of  
  Leroy & Grace Goerge on their 60th 
  Wedding Anniversary 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE - Monday, July 11, 202 - St. Mary School Cafeteria  
 

Please join us for the July blood drive to be held Monday, July 11, 2022 from 1:00-6:45 
pm, St. Mary School Cafeteria, Westphalia. To schedule an appointment, scan the QR 
code with your phone’s camera, visit redcrossblood.org (sponsor code: Westphalia) or 
call 1-800-REDCROSS. Walk-in donors are also welcome if there are open slots. Bring a 
friend, save a life!        -Christian Mothers & Women’s Guild and Knights of Columbus 

 
 

Daily Mass and Confession Times  

With the new situation at the two parishes, the daily Mass 
and Confessions schedule will be the following: 

 

MONDAY 
Mass at 8:15am (1st, 3rd, 5th Monday) at St. Mary’s 

Mass at 8:15am (2nd & 4th Monday) at MHT 
Confessions at 5:30pm at St. Mary’s 

  

TUESDAY 
Mass at 8:15am at MHT 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Confessions at 5:30pm at MHT 

Mass at 7:00pm at MHT 

 

THURSDAY 
Mass at 8:15am at St. Mary’s 

Confessions at 9:30am at MHT 

 

FRIDAY 
Mass at 8:15am at St. Mary’s 

 

SATURDAY 
Confessions at 3:00pm at St. Mary’s 

Mass at 4:30pm at St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY 
Mass at 8am & 10am at St. Mary’s 

Mass at 8:30am, 10:30am, & 6pm at MHT 

 


