Most Holy Trinity, Fowler
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 8, 2018

“When the Sabbath came
He began to teach in the synagogue,
and many who heard Him
were astonished…”
Mark 6:2
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From The Pastor’s Desk
This week I have asked Adam Halfman to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
We are now less than a month
away from our 2018
Parish
Festival on July 26-29 th ! W e often
talk about how important this
event is as a fundraiser for our
parish, which it certainly is.
However, the last couple of years I
have really been struck by how
large of an event this is for our
parish community. It’s more than
just a fundraiser or a celebration
for the kids. It’s something that
brings people together in a way
that few events do.
Adam with niece, I’ll be honest, when I first took
Monica
over the responsibility of chairing
the festival, I wasn’t too thrilled
about it. I remembered loving the event as a kid, but
as an adult it didn’t really do much for me. It was
usually a hot day with a large crowd of people and a
lot of chaos. All things that I normally try to avoid! It’s
no coincidence, then, that after the last volunteers
stepped away from chairing the festival with me that
you started to hear announcements wondering
whether we should continue having it. I hate the idea
of doing things just because we’ve always done
them, and the festival seemed like an insane amount
of work if it wasn’t bearing fruit beyond the
fundraising and being a nice thing for the kids.
In the past three years chairing the picnic I have
been blown away at the end of each weekend by the
number of people I saw at the various events,
especially on Sunday. It’s crazy to look around the
grounds during that 11-2 prime time and see all of
the people there. I wouldn’t even be able to throw out
an educated guess! Is it 1000 people or more?
Whatever the number is, it’s safe to say that the
festival brings in more people than any other event
on our calendar! Once I realized the sheer magnitude
of this celebration, it didn’t take long for my
perspective about the festival to change.
What started for me as a day to raise a lot of money
turned into an opportunity for our parish to extend
our ministry to all who are there. If we have more
people than any other event in attendance, then
doesn’t it make sense for us to try and be more
intentional about what we offer as a parish? As I’ve
learned from Sherry W eddell’s book, “Forming
Intentional Disciples” there are many ways that
people can come back to practicing their faith. Sherry
uses the term, “Building a bridge of trust” as she
describes how things associated with a parish can
connect with people who have been away from the
faith. W ith that principle in mind, we decided to have
a time of Adoration in the church during the festival
last year to ask Jesus to be present during the day
and to minister to all of the people who were on the
parish grounds. W e also had our evangelization team
available to hand out resources to people, answer
questions and pray with people. W hen all was said
and done and I thought I had made more mistakes
than previous years, I had a few people comment on
how that year was “the best one yet”. I thought they
were joking, but I shouldn’t have been surprised
when we gave the Lord a more central location at the
event that He touched peoples hearts in a way that
gravy burgers and fries couldn’t!
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Looking ahead to this year I am hoping that more
people can see the parish mission embedded in this
event. Not just as a way to reach out to people who
have been away from the faith, but as an opportunity
for us to build our parish community as well. That’s
a small reason why putting the workers list on
signup genius was appealing. How many times have
we worked a job at the festival and either found
ourselves reconnecting with someone we haven’t
spoken to in a while or got to know someone new?
I’m really hoping that increased accessibility to the
workers sign up will allow more people to sign up
and limit the number of people that need to be
assigned to work a shift. In all honesty I would love
to have it fill up completely with volunteers so we
didn’t have to assign anyone. Even if that means
that people decided to work more than one shift.
That’s not necessarily an expectation that I have, I
just think that if we have a great event and a good
reason for doing it, then people will respond to that.
It used to be that it was a requirement for
parishioners to be involved with the parish festival
through volunteering to work a shift, bringing a
baked good, and donating something to the Arts and
Crafts Booth. W hile we still rely on the support of
our parishioners to make the festival a success, the
word “requirement” doesn’t really fit anymore. With
all of our schedules filling up more and more, we
can’t blame people for scheduling vacations or
choosing other activities over the festival each year.
At the same time we’re extremely grateful for those
who continue to give of their time and resources to
make the festival a tremendous success each year.
Please consider joining
us for our 2018 Parish
Festival on July 26-29 th or helping out in any way
that you are able. Together we can continue to make
this event something that will be a staple of our
parish community for years to come!
God Bless,
Adam

2018 Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly
Our third Diocesan Assembly, "Made for Happiness" is
going to be at the Breslin Center in East Lansing on
Saturday, September 22. The day will feature a
Eucharistic Procession from the Cathedral to the Breslin
Center, and conclude with Mass. Many other activities are
also planned including talks by Fr. Mike Schmitz and
Jennifer Fulwiller. 15,000 people are expected to attend!
To register or find out more information go to https://
madeforhappiness.org/. Contact Adam at the parish office
if you are interested in being on the planning committee
to help promote this event in our parish.

We are ordering shirts for
the Assembly. They will cost
$10 and will be available for
pick up at the Parish Booth
at the Festival. Proceeds will
benefit our youth ministry
program. Go to the parish
website today to order your
shirt!

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Afternoon with the Bishop and Seminarians
When: Sunday, August 19th at 3:00 pm.
Where: Bethany House Retreat Center in DeWitt
Who: The bishop, priests and seminarians
A gathering to share what it's like to prepare and discern for
the priesthood. Any young men in high school are
welcome. Please contact Fr. Dennis is
you're interested. There is no commitment
necessary, just an opportunity to have
questions answered and hear the stories
of our seminarians. A BBQ will be provided
- free to all.
Youth Soccer
Registration for the Fowler Youth Soccer League
is now open. All children four years of age
through 3rd grade from the surrounding Fowler
area are welcome. The cost is $5 per child and includes 6
Saturday mornings of soccer. This year's registration form is
all online: https://fowlersoccer.wordpress.com/
Blood Drive
There will be a blood drive at St. Mary
Parish Hall in Westphalia on Monday, July
9th from 1-6:45 pm. Please consider
donating. Thank you!

For Diane Luna
July 22nd.
2-5 p.m., St. Joseph School Gym, Pewamo. There will be
a silent auction and luncheon. $7.00 at the door.
For more information, please call Ronda Martin 989-6406303 or Doug Hyland 517-282-7455.
Scrip summer ordering:
Scrip is available at the parish
office from 8:00 – 3:00, M-F.
Orders will be placed on the
following Mondays; July 9 & 23,
Aug. 6 & 20.
Great Lakes Scrip made changes to the order & payment
process to make your experience easier. If you would like to
learn more about the program & how you can use it to help
defray the cost of a Catholic Education, visit the MHT
Parish website or contact the school. Anyone can purchase
gift cards, you do not have to have a student at MHT
School to use scrip.

THANK YOU: The advertisements
that appear in this bulletin completely
defray all publishing costs which the
church would otherwise incur.
Please patronize the sponsors on
the back of this bulletin and thank
them for their kind generosity.
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Volunteers Needed
MSU Football Games:
MSU
continues looking for additional
volunteers for thei Home Football
Games.
If you enjoy the
excitement of Game Day, Greeting
& Assisting fans, watching the
second half fr FREE, and Helping
the Knights of Columbus, Please
consider becoming a volunteer! For each, volunteer,
MSU will donate $60 to Fowler’s council.
Volunteers must be 18, but do not need to be K of C
Members. Ask your spouse, family members, friends and
neighbors. MSU does require a background check.
To get a background check form or have questions
answered, please contact Al Ruhl at 989-593-3321, 989245-4912, or ajruler@4wbi.net.
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church.

Ever wonder about the Biblical roots
of our Catholic faith? Do you wish
you knew more about the Bible?
The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM) is
opening a class at St. Mary Parish in Westphalia.
This is open to adults who yearn to study the Bible.
Tuesday evening classes will meet from September to May
and will study the entire Bible in 4 years. Faculty members
hold graduate degrees in Catholic theology. They are
experienced teachers and are devoted to the Catholic faith.
CBSM staff and students will visit our parish and attend all
Masses this weekend (July 7/8) to introduce this faith-filled
study of Sacred Scripture.
To learn more, you are invited to attend one Information
Night at St. Mary Parish Hall, Westphalia, on Tuesday, July
10 or August 7 at 7:00 pm. Brochures: www.cbsmich.org.

Coming next weekend -”Returns” for Vocations

Saturday July 14th

We are always looking for ways to continue to support our
young people entering a vocation. The Fowler Knights of
Columbus will be hosting the 13th annual fundraiser
“Returns for Vocations” for their benefit. This is our opportunity to provide “return” support by donating returnable
bottles, cans, or cash donations.
Bottle & Can Drop Site: Saturday July 14th 8:00 am until
noon there will be a drop off location on the front lawn of
the Father Ray Youth Center. Call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224
-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 593-2614 for pickup.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher,
Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

.Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Supplies

Website: mhtparish.com

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday - July 9
7:00 p.m. + Steve & Marty Fedewa
Tuesday - July 10
8:15 a.m. + Roy & Frances Frechen
Wednesday - July 11
8:15 a.m.
+ Marian Halfman
Thursday - July 12
8:15 a.m. + Michele Cook including Denny Harr &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
Friday - July 13
8:15 a.m. + Steven & Brian Bierstetel & Living &
Deceased Member of the Family
Saturday - July 14
4:30 p.m. + Richard Schmitz
Sunday - July 15
8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. + John & Carolyn Koenigsknecht & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, July 14 & 15
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. -Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn
Thelen
10:30 a.m.- Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud
Koenigsknecht
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, July 14 & 15
4:30 p.m. -Collin & Olivia Feldpausch, Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Jena, Nick, Grace, & Rachel Epkey
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary, & Augustine Spitzley, Volunteer

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
June 30 & July 1 Collection……………..……. $13655.10
Special Collections
Newspapers……………………………..………..… $187.00
MHT School………………………………………… $250.00
Capitol Improvement……………..……......…….. $200.00
Monthly Finance Report for June
Sunday Collection-All Sources…..……………$43,072.72
Sunday Collections-Year to Date…………....$673,842.57
Sunday Collections-FY 17 Budget…………..$668,000.00
Percentage Collected Through June……..…….100.87%

Mass Servers During This Week
Mon, 7:00 p.m. - Logan, Zoe, & Trinity Kramer
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- Liam & Grace O’Hare, Holly Miller
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Roman & Nickolai Schafer, Jamison
Schueller
Fri., 8:15 a.m. -Rebecca & Nicholas Smith, Maria Wieber
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for the success of the annual “Returns for
Vocations” can drive, as well as for those who
are discerning a call to the priesthood or
religious life..
July 8, 2018

Readings for the Week of July 8 2018
Monday
Hosea 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Psalms 145:2-3,
4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Matthew 9:18-26
Tuesday
Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13; Psalms 115:3-4, 5-6,
7ab-8, 9-10; Matthew 9:32-38
Wednesday Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Psalms 105:2-3, 4-5,
6-7; Matthew 10:1-7
Thursday Hosea 11:1-4, 8e-9; Psalms 80:2ac & 3b, 15
-16; Matthew 10:7-15
Friday
Hosea 14:2-10; Psalms 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13,
14 & 17; Matthew 10:16-23
Saturday
Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalms 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5;
Matthew 10:24-33

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

