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From The Pastor’s Desk

This week I have asked Kayla Feldpausch to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
Everybody’s got something to say about
the homily. (We’re Catholics, of course
we do). From a Protestant perspective, a
pretty common complaint about the
Catholic Mass is that the priest doesn’t
delve deep enough into the readings.
I’ve attended some pretty awesome nondenominational services where the
pastor went deep into the history of a
scripture passage, showing maps of
Paul’s journeys or detailing the events
leading up to a situation. Basically, this
was giving a context for scripture, one where listeners could
understand how a chapter fit into the context of history.
The Catholic Church also works to provide a context, but in
a different way. I had the wonderful opportunity to attend a
young adult liturgy conference at the Liturgical Institute in
Mundelein this past June, and the talks there unlocked the
Mass for me in a new way. You’ve probably heard that the
readings on a given weekend are supposed to connect
somehow. This is true. However, the order of readings in
the liturgy does something more than that. It gives us an
interpretive key through which to contextualize scripture.
Take the readings from this weekend for example. In the
first reading, Elijah is so wearied by his experiences that he
prays for death. He is awakened from sleep by an angel
who orders him to take a hearth cake and some water. This
strengthens Elijah, and he continues on his journey.
What do we leave this reading thinking about? I would say
three main things: weariness, bread, and renewed strength.
The psalm that follows the first reading keeps us thinking
about bread with “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.”
Then the Gospel follows. In this passage, Jesus says, “Your
ancestors ate manna in the desert but they died; this is the
bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it
and not die. I am the living bread that came down from
heaven.” The incredible thing is that the liturgy is structured
in such a way that implicitly, we are likely already thinking
ahead to the Eucharist during the first reading as we hear
about bread renewing Elijah. But we know that the bread
Elijah ate wasn’t enough to keep him going indefinitely. That
reading sets us up to know that humans need something
more to renew them, to give them life that never dies. The
Gospel reveals Jesus as that something more: His body
and blood in the Eucharist.
This is the gift of the Mass. Bible studies are great, and we
should pray with scripture daily. (It’s not my strong suit,
either!) But the Church gives us texts in particular ways to
broaden our understanding of salvation history and
contextualize what we hear. These aren’t huge scholarly
leaps, either. The selection of readings helps us to make
simple, but incredibly important connections. Most of us are
making these connections subconsciously because we’ve
heard the same 3-year cycle of readings our entire lives.
I’m the music director, so of course I’m going to say that this
is where music comes in. The church gives us a cycle of
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sung antiphons - short scripture verses - to accompany the
readings of the day. We can sing those, as we have during
Advent and Lent recently, or select hymns that reflect the
antiphons. Today’s communion antiphons are “O
Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you fill of finest
wheat” and “The bread that I will give, says the Lord, is my
flesh for the life of the world.” The antiphons clearly fit the
readings of the day, and they provide continuity to the
Mass, helping us to pray on the same concepts given in the
Word as we receive Christ in the Eucharist. Singing the
words can bring those concepts alive in a deeper way.
That’s why it’s so important that we don’t just sing whatever
we feel like every weekend. The music plays a specific role
in bringing the words of Scripture alive. It’s one more key to
the context of salvation history.
In the next few weekends, I’d encourage you to look at
those elements, particularly the first reading and the
Gospel, to see how they connect. Just like knowing
somebody’s past helps you understand their actions now,
knowing the Old Testament sheds new light on not only
what God is doing in the New, but how he wants to reveal
His plan for the world and love for you.
God Bless, Kayla
Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The
solemnity
of
the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary is Wednesday,
August 15th.

There will be two Masses
that day: 8:15 AM & 7:00
PM.
This is a
Obligation.

Holy

Day

of

For those thinking about
the priesthood:

Afternoon with the Bishop and Seminarians
Sunday, August 19th at 3:00 pm.
Bethany House, DeWitt
There will be an opportunity to meet and listen to the
seminarians, our bishop and enjoy a BBQ.
Please call the parish office and let Fr. Dennis know if you’d
like to go. We will leave from the rectory at 2:15 pm. There
is no charge. Open to every young man in high school.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Made for Happiness Diocesan
Assembly

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

Diocesan Assembly 2018
Saturday, September 22nd
Eucharistic Procession,
Inspiring speakers, All Diocesan Mass

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life

Join thousands of Catholics from across our Diocese
at St. Mary Cathedral in Lansing and the Breslin
Center as we gather in prayer, witness,
and worship to celebrate the reason God made us:
for happiness with Him in this life and the next!
Register now – admission is free!
Summer Scripture Days:
"Growing in Faith though the Book of Psalms"
St. Francis Retreat Center
DeWitt , August 14-16, 2018
Co-hosted by the Lansing Area
Catholic Council on Aging, this
retreat is an opportunity for
adults set aside time to focus on
the Book of Psalms and relate
Psalms to their personal Faith
life. Cost is $175 for the retreat
with lodging - other cost options available. Register online
at www.stfrancis.ws or call St. Francis at 517-669-8321.
“Mom and Me”
On the first Friday of the month,
"Mom and Me" is hosted upstairs in
the Ark and, during the summer
months, at Droste Park in Westphalia
from 9:30- 11:30 am. "Mom and Me"
get togethers are a fun and enriching
time of fellowship for moms and their
children.
We will be meeting at Droste Park, if
weather permits, on September 7th.
Please
contact
Aubrey
Feldpausch
at
nolanaubreyf10@gmail.com if you would like to be added to
the email list for reminders and updates in regards to the
group. Thank you!

Knights of Columbus
Financial Secretary Position
Fowler Knights of Columbus is looking
for
a
new Financial
Secretary.
Assignment is 3 years; stipend included.
Must be a Knight to apply. Contact
Dan Feldpausch (517-256-4752) or
Dave Vincent (989-780-0541). Position
is to be filled by Sept. 1st.
50/50 Support the Faith Raffle
Thank you to all who took part in the Knights of Columbus
Support the Faith raffle. This week's winners of $100 each
are: Jeff & Jenny Halfman, Paul Horak, Clare M. Thelen,
and David Simon. Congratulations to our winners!
Holy Cross Children’s Calendar
August winners are Virginia Thelen, $100, and Lois
Feldpausch, $500.

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel,
restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Dates:
Thurs., August 23 Teacher Meet & Greet 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Tues., August 28
First Day of School
Volunteer needed: Due to IRS regulations we can no
longer have a school employee place the scrip orders. So,
we are looking for a volunteer who could come to the school
and place orders and sort them when they come in. Once
trained this would be a 2-3 hour commitment per week.
Days and time are flexible. Call the office (593-2616) if you
are interested in learning more.
2018/19 Registration: Most Holy Trinity School is still
registering for the 2018/19 school year. Any children
eligible for grades 1 through 8 can be registered. You do
not have to be Catholic or members of Most Holy Trinity
Parish to enroll. If you would like more information about
the school please visit our website
www.mhtparish.com or call the office to set up
a visit (593-2162). You can use the following
QR code or the website (https://goo.gl/forms/
zh0s0eKa8wf0UmD42) to register. A link can
also be found on our parish website.

Prayer: As we trust God to give us wisdom for today's
decisions, He will lead us a step at a time into what He
wants us to be doing in the future. – Theodore Epp
Aquinas College Visit Day –
Friday, August 31
Aquinas College in Grand Rapids is hosting an AQ Day for
all high school juniors and seniors interested in visiting
their beautiful 117-acre campus. The Admissions Office
invites you to come and discover what life at AQ is really
all about. Get the inside scoop on academics, athletics,
scholarships, service learning, study abroad, and more.
Please visit aquinas.edu/aqday for more details or to
register for the event on August 31.

Mass at Hazel Findlay
Come join our shut ins for Mass!
Thursday, August 16th
at 10 AM.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Bee’s of St. Johns
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Shared Pregnancy Golf Scramble
Shared Pregnancy Women's Center
is hosting its annual golf scramble!
Where: College Fields
When: Saturday, September 15th.
Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a
continental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, gift bag, and prizes. Player
registration
is
$75
individual/
foursome is $300. Come out for a great day of golf and
support Shared Pregnancy so they can continue helping
women in unexpected pregnancies, and walking alongside
families with young children. To register, sponsor or for
more information, visit www.sharedpregnancy.org/events

Scrip summer ordering:
Scrip is available at the parish office from
8am – 3 pm, M - F. A final summer order
will be placed on August 20.

Speaker Series at St. Patrick, Portland
St. Patrick church, Portland will host a series of inspirational
talks by internationally known Catholic speaker and author,
Jon Leonetti, Sunday Aug. 12 through Tuesday, Aug. 14.
Sunday: 7 pm, “Who is God and Why does that
matter?”
Monday: 5pm Adoration
6:30 benediction
7pm “God’s Dream for your life”
Tuesday: 6pm Mass
7Pm, “Let’s be saints”, 8:30pm
healing prayer
Everyone is welcome to participate.
For more information see the St.
Patrick
Portland
website:
www.stpatrickportland.com or contact
Carolyn Heckman, Pastoral Associate,
517-647-6505, ext. 418.
‘Surviving Divorce’ Ministry
St. Mary’s, Westphalia has an exciting new ministry that will
bring hope and healing to those who have experienced the
pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. Surviving Divorce
features twelve video presentations that cover topics such
as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money issues,
helping your children, interacting with a former spouse, and
annulment and remarriage. This program is for the newly
separated and divorced and those struggling with issues
years later. It will help find answers to questions, restore
hope, and begin authentic healing.
Surviving Divorce is held every Monday from September 10
to December 10, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall at
St. Mary,’s. (No meeting on November 19 for Thanksgiving
break). The fee is $20 to cover the cost of the Personal
Guide\Workbook. To register please go to https://goo.gl/
forms/kITjVnkMxEv0mtAI3 or contact St. Mary’s Parish
at 989-587-4211 by August 27, 2018.

THANK YOU
Thank you to the family of Theresa Fox for the
donation of money that was used to buy dish towels
for the activity center!
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This week begins the FAQ bulletin section about
our upcoming MHT weekend retreat. We hope
this is helpful as you prayerfully consider
attending this parish sponsored event.
When/where is the retreat? September 28-30,
Friday 7pm until noon Sunday at the
Bethany House, Dewitt.
Who is the retreat for? This retreat is
for MHT parishioners who are 18 and
older. We hope to provide an
opportunity for people to get away to a
relaxing
environment,
which
is
something that most are in need of. The
retreats have also been a great excuse
for couples to get away, spend time with each other, and
reconnect. Most importantly, the retreat is for anyone who
is looking for those things and would also like to grow in
their faith.
Catholic Biblical School of Michigan
The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan is opening a
class at St. Mary Parish in Westphalia. The class is open
to adults whose hearts yearn to study the entire Bible.
Tuesday evening classes will meet from September to May
and will study the entire Bible in four years. All faculty
members hold graduate degrees in Catholic theology. They
are experienced teachers and are deeply devoted to the
Catholic faith. To learn more about this faith-filled Scripture
study program, visit www.cbsmich.org.
Registration deadline for first-year students is Sept. 7.
To register, call (313) 570-8105.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Second Publication: Kevin Koenigsknecht & Olivia
Feldpausch
Third Publication: Jeremy Miller & Courtney Rudat
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer,
Christopher Martin, Mike Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Duane
Mussell and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is
to pray for those who are mourning the loss
of a loved one. May God grant them peace,
comfort, and joy.

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
August 4 & 5 Collection………………….……..$11,079.96
Special Collections
Newspapers……………………………..…………… $15.00
Capitol Improvement………………...……............. $20.00
Peter’s Pence………………………………………… $25.00
Monthly Finance Report for July
Sunday Collection-All Sources………………..$60,913.50
Sunday Collections-Year to Date……………..$60,913.50
Sunday Collections-FY 17 Budget……..……$675,000.00
Percentage Collected Through July…………….....9.02%
Readings for the Week of August 12, 2018
Monday
Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28c; Psalms 148:1-2, 1112, 13-14; Matthew 17: 22-27
Tuesday
Ezekiel 2:8—3:4; Psalms 119:14, 24, 72,
103, 111, 131; Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Wednesday Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Psalms
45:10, 11, 12, 16; 1 Corinthians 15:20-27;
Luke 1:39-56
Thursday Ezekiel 12:1-12; Psalms 78:56-57, 58-59, 61
-62; Matthew 18:21—19:1
Friday
Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63; Is 12:23, 4bcd, 5-6; Matthew 19:3-12
Saturday
Ezekiel 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Psalms 51:1213, 14-15, 18-19; Matthew 19:13-15

Monday - August 13
7:00 p.m. + Vernon, Raymond, & Roy Pung
Tuesday - August 14
8:15 a.m. + Jim Thelen & Living & Deceased Members
of the Family
Wednesday - August 15 - Assumption
8:15 a.m. + Elaine Desbles
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m.
+ Christopher Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - August 16
8:15 a.m. + Loretta Rademacher & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Friday - August 17
8:15 a.m. + Brian Becker & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Saturday - August 18
1:00 p.m.
Wedding of Jeremy Miller & Courtney
Rudat
4:30 p.m. + Carl Stump
Sunday - August 19
8:30 a.m.. + Roy & Alice Spitzley, including Pete Simon
& Living & Deceased Members of the
Family
10:30 a.m.
People of the Parish

Ushers
Ushers for Weds, August 15
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:15 a.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Dean Schrauben
7:00 p.m. - Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, Ralph
Feldpausch, Volunteer
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, August 18 & 19
4:30 p.m. – Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie
Schueller, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. – Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Dean Schrauben
10:30 a.m. – Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht,
Hilary Stump

Altar Servers
Mass Servers for Weds, August 15
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:15 a.m. - Bryce Ward, Evan Curtiss
7:00 p.m. - Peter & Xavier Simon, Jonathan Fowler
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon, 7:00 p.m. - Rebecca & Nicholas Smith
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump, Jonah Thelen
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Aaron & Josie Simon, Taryn Schmitz
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Kelcie & Kerrigan Pung, Madelyn Sillman
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, August 18 & 19
4:30 p.m. - Sam, Anna, & Jack Vanneste, Volunteer
8:30 a.m.. - Nolan, Madison, & Mitchell Wirth, Nolan Simon
10:30 a.m. - Chad Klein, Hudson Phillips, Kiley Bengel,
Volunteer

