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We are excited to officially welcome Fr Eric as our pastor here at Most Holy Trinity!
A special Thank-You to Bishop Boyea for offering his time to celebrate Mass with us,
and to all of our parishioners for their tremendous support.

-- For more pictures, visit our website at www.mhtparish.com --
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This week, we hear from
Seminarian Josh Luttig.
30-Days with God Alone
In silence and quiet, the devout soul
advances in virtue and learns the hidden truths of Scripture.
--Imitation of Christ
The 30-day silent retreat is the high point of our spiritual
formation as seminarians, and this quote describes why.
There is an old adage that suggests that you become like
the company you keep. This is why we get a blessed opportunity to spend a whole month with the Lord in silent prayer:
to become like Him! Of course, we are striving to live in
constant relationship with Christ in everyday life, but silence
plays a crucial role in the development of this relationship.
When there is external silence, we become more aware of
what is going on internally. In the silence, we are able to
discern the voice of God more easily from our own thoughts
and the promptings of the evil one.
The 30-day retreat was popularized by Saint Ignatius of
Loyola, who structured it for members of the order he
founded: the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The structure is
designed to facilitate an intimate relationship with Jesus. A
typical day includes Mass, five hours of prayer, and an hour
of spiritual direction. Within the silence, whether praying
with Scripture, eating, exercising, etc., the goal is to always
be aware of God’s loving presence and activity in the soul.
In a way, everything done and experienced becomes prayer. This is what Saint Paul encourages when he tells us to
“pray unceasingly.” Everything is in relationship with God,
who gives Himself to us and desires that we give ourselves
as a gift back to Him.
Before beginning, I was intimidated by the length of the retreat. I have done a few eight-day retreats as part of my
previous formation, but going from a week to four weeks is
a big jump! I was also very encouraged by those who had
participated in the retreat before me. They told me that it is
life-changing and that prayer will not be the same afterward.
They told me that silence would be difficult at some points,
but that grace would be sufficient for me and that God
would bring greater blessings through those struggles. I
completely agree with the advice I received! The silence
was difficult at times, but on the 30th day, I found myself
trying to savor the silence as it was coming to a close. My
prayer has been transformed, and I have an increasingly
acute sense of how the Lord is working in my everyday life.
A large part of the retreat is focused on praying through the
life of Christ. Saint Ignatius encourages allowing God to use
our imagination to help us enter into Scripture in a tangible
way. The most powerful example for me was praying with
Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection. Throughout three
days of the retreat, Jesus and I carried the cross together,
we died together, and we rose together. Jesus was patient
with me as I stumbled while we carried the cross and we fell
together. We got back up together and continued on to Golgotha. On the cross together, Jesus showed nothing but
love and mercy as He bore the weight of my sins and offered Himself in confidence to the Father. Strengthened by
His example and my desire to love as He loves, I followed
Him in death. On the third day, we rose together, giving me
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new life and increased faith. As Saint Paul says, “It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” Through
these intimate experiences in prayer, I see now that the rest
of my life will be a continual cycle of life, death, and resurrection with Christ. He is preparing me for the day when He
will call me to Himself and ask me to trust that He will be on
the other side of the sleep that we call death and that there
will be a true resurrection to eternal life.
Thank you all for your continued prayers and support! I’m
glad to see our parish thriving during this time of transition.
Know that my prayers are with you all as well!
-Josh Luttig
FROM THE DIOCESE OF LANSING

Bishop’s Priesthood Discernment Dinner
Sunday, August 21st at 3pm
Bethany House - St. Francis Retreat Center, Dewitt
Incoming high school juniors and older who are open to
God’s call and want to learn more about discernment, seminary life, and the priesthood are invited to an afternoon of
fellowship, Q & A with the Bishop and our seminarians, and
a great meal!
It is a powerful experience for guests to be invited by and
accompany their parish priest to this event. However, if the
priests are not able to attend, sometimes deacons or male
parish leaders also bring young men to this event.
More details and registration can be found at
www.lansingpriest.org/dinner, or you can email me for more
information: jwhitlock@dioceseoflansing.org

THANK YOU!
The Knights of Columbus Can Drive for Vocations was very
successful once again. We would like to thank all the people who generously volunteered their time to make the
event such a big success, as well as everyone who donated. Please continue to pray for us.
God Bless, Randy Koenigsknecht and Josh Luttig.

YOUTH MINISTRY — Chris Groves
(989)593-2162 - youthminister@mhtparish.com
ATTENTION: I am looking for some volunteers that would
be willing to give up their time to help with the faith formation nights that we will be putting on for the high school
students on Monday nights. If you are interested in helping
please fill out this information form or if you have any questions about what this would entail please feel free to reach
out and talk to me through email, by calling the office or just
drop by the office I am usually around Monday, Tuesday, or
Fridays from 8-4.
https://forms.gle/u3sGGm2jRDeMjgpN8

Thanks in advance look forward to hearing from you soon!
-Chris Groves, Youth Ministry
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION — Aaron Epkey, DRE
(989)593-3174 — dre@mhtparish.com
“What does it mean for the Church, for us today, to be
disciples of Jesus, the Lamb of God? It means replacing
malice with innocence, replacing power with love, replacing
pride with humility, replacing status with service.”
-Holy Father
As our Holy Father reminds us, discipleship is not a task to
be checked off the list; it is the baptized Catholic’s identity
and way of life. While there are many ways to carry out our
Lord’s call, few are more important than the role parents
play in helping their children grow in faith into true disciples
of the Lord. By sharing the call to holiness and mission, we
make an eternal difference from one generation to the next.
Recognizing the invaluable role parents’ play and the
parish’s role to support them, we are excited for K-12 Religious Education to get underway in the fall. We are confident that God will bless your family abundantly for your participation and commitment in bringing Faith to life to the
most precious resources – your children.
The start dates/times for the 2022/23
Religious Education year are as follows:
9th-12th Youth
Mondays beginning September 26
7:15pm - 8:30pm
(We will be returning to a Monday night weekly format).
K-8th Grade
Release time from the public school
will begin the week of September 26
K-12 Religious Education Registration: Visit mhtparish.com for online or printable forms. Forms are also available in the vestibule of the church. Printable forms can be
dropped off at the parish office or put in the collection basket in an envelope marked “Religious Education”. If you
have already registered your children, you are all set. Stay
tuned for additional information.
Is God Nudging You? We need faith-filled volunteer catechists to help our K-12 Religious Education ministry achieve
its goal in assisting young people to encounter the Living
Christ; equipping them for mission to which God has called
them as His disciples. Catechists/Group leaders are needed
for the elementary/middle school and high school ministry.
To learn more, please contact the Religious Education office
at dre@mhtparish.com or 989-593-2162. To all our catechists both present and those who served in the past: Thank
you for your servants’ heart; for going forth to others out of
love, bearing witness to Jesus, proclaiming Jesus, and
walking with others in their encounter with the Lord.
- Aaron Epkey, DRE

FIRST FRIDAY MASSES
Due to the high interest and robust attendance at First Friday Masses, we will offer a couple more Mass options. Prior
to the summer, we had been offering a 6:15 am Mass at St.
Mary’s. The 6:15 Mass will resume in September. On First
Fridays when Most Holy Trinity has school, Mass will be
offered at MHT at 8:15. These Masses are in addition to the
8:15 Mass that will continue to be offered at St. Mary’s. The
First Friday devotion is a beautiful and powerful way of honoring and drawing graces from Jesus’ Sacred Heart which
burns with love for us and the whole world.
-Fr. Eric
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MHT SCHOOL
Anne Hufnagel — principal@mhtparish.com
Important Dates:
Mon, August 29
Tues, August 30
Thurs, September 1
Fri, September 2
Mon, September 5
Tues, September 6

Open House 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
First Day of School
(8:00am Announcements & Prayer)
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
No School
No School/Labor Day
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.

School Supplies: Please visit our school website
www.mhtparish.com/school for a complete list of school
supplies for the 2022/23 school year.
Let us run with perseverance the race that lies before us
while keeping our eyes on Jesus, the leader and perfecter
of faith. – Hebrews 12: 1-2

MHT ADULT CHOIR NEWS
ATTENTION ADULT CHOIR MEMBERS
There will be a short meeting after Mass on August 24th.
New members are welcome!

FOWLER KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS
Congratulations to our $100
Support the Faith Raffle Drawing Winners:
Bruce Schafer
Roger Cook
Gerry & Cheryl Arens

ST. MARY’S NEWS
Westphalia Historical Society News: One of our chosen
ancestors for our next Cemetery Walk is Leonard Thelen,
star pitcher for some of the Westphalia baseball teams, including the Maple orners Sod Busters. It has been said, that
Leonard’s fast ball made such a crack, when it hit the catcher’s glove, it could be heard a half a block away. When
Leonard was a farmhand he sometimes made up to 50
cents a day. Leonard wil be portrayed by his grandson
Ryan Eklund.
Margaretha Naumes Huhn Kloeckner Koch (Cook) will be
portrayed by her great granddaughter Laura Weiland Langdon.
The Cemetery Walk is Sunday, September 18th (rain date
Sept. 25) at 2pm. This is a free, family friendly, fun event.
Expect to see cider and homemade cookies. See your family and friends there, and learn a little Westphalia history.
Any questions call Margie Wirth (989)640-4437.
Our current Sports Exhibits, showcases many of our current
and former athletes in the area We are open the first Sunday of the month (Sept. 4th), from 1-4pm and the third
Wednesday (next = Sept. 21), from 5-8pm.
You may be surprised at the friends and family you see!
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MORE FROM ST. MARY’S

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2023

ST. MARY 5 MILE RUN, 5K RUN/WALK,
AND COLOR RUN IS BACK!

World Youth Day is an enormously grace-filled event. It features quite a number of amazing events but always concludes
with an outdoor vigil where all the participants gather together.
They spend the night at the place of the vigil and the next
morning attend Mass celebrated by the Pope. World Youth
Day in 2023 will take place is Lisbon, Portugal from August 1
st through the 6 th . This location allows participants to visit
Fatima where Mother Mary appeared to the three shepherd
children in 1917 and where occurred the great miracle of the
sun dancing in the sky. WYD is open to those aged 18-35 at
the time of the pilgrimage. It does require a level of physical
fitness as pilgrims walk a number of miles every day, usually
in large crowds, and sometimes while carrying all their belongings with them. We have a good number of young people from
St. Mary’s planning to attend and would like to open up the
opportunity to MHT parishioners as well. For more information
or to register for the upcoming pilgrimage to Portugal for
World Youth Day, please contact the Parish Office.

As part of St. Mary, Westphalia, Parish Family Fest 2022,
we are pleased to welcome back the 5 Mile Run, 5K Run/
Walk, and Kids Run on Saturday, September 24.
Registration is now open!

https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Westphalia/StMaryFamilyFest.

In addition, paper registration forms are available for download at this site. Please contact Darren & Becky Kramer at
(517) 626-2098 or at stmaryrunwalk@gmail.com with any
questions. Thank you in advance for your support.
See you at the starting line!

PEWAMO/WESTPHALIA SCHOOL NEWS
The Pewamo-Westphalia Track Team will be hosting a Golf
outing on Sunday, September 11 at Huckleberry Creek Golf
course starting at 9:30 am. The cost is $260/team. $280
with Skins. Please contact Donna Wirth at 989-640-7160 to
register.
He who trusts in My mercy will not perish, for all his
affairs are Mine, and his enemies will be shattered at
the base of My footstool. (St. Faustina Diary 723)

- Sponsor of the Week -

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

MHT PARISH STEWARDSHIP
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
August 7 & 8 Collection ….....……..…….…..……...... $ 14,418.00
Online Giving………………………………………......... $ 1,462.83
Total Sunday Collection ………………………………... $ 15,880.83

Special Collections

ETF ……………………………………………………... $
Assumption …..…….. …………………………………..$
Newspapers ……………………………………………. $
School Support Envelopes ……………………………. $
Cemetery Care ………………………………………… $

330.00
50.00
5.00
50.00
30.00

Monthly Finance Report For July

CONKLIN

Sunday Collection-All Sources……….… $
72,552.38
Sunday Collections-Year to Date ……… $
72,552.38
Sunday Collections- FY 21 Budget ……. $
675,000.00
Percentage Collected Through July …………………...0.74%
www.mhtparish.com

- Please Pray For Our Friends and Relatives Bishop Mengeling
Fr. Dennis
Fr. Bill Lugger
Sean Dush
Charlene Thelen
Davison Curtin
Luke Martin
Julie Wieber-Schafer
Dennis Smith
Janet Simmon
Steve Thelen
Tracy Schmitt
Frank Hufnagel
Jenine Koeckner
Jennifer Ledger
Josiah Ledger
Jennifer Schrauben
Therese Kramer
Christopher Martin

Theresa Heeg
Laurie Becker
Jeff Wadell
Russell Tiedt
Gary Schueller
Maurice Schmitz
Ray Hamilton
Kevin Orth
Ralph Feldpausch
Rodney Robbe
Dane VanElls
Andrew Hogan
Elaine Kramer
Laura Stegenaga
David Maniez
Joanne McNamara
Elvan Halfmann
Mary McCausey
Constance M. Schafer
Kathy Gibbs
Jacob Hamilton
Steve Nobis
Chris Waldron
Bob Shannon
Terry Waldron
Kayli VanBelkum
Jeff Koenigsknecht
David Antes
Katherine
A Special Intention, &
Koenigsknecht
for unity within our
Dale L. Thelen
parish family.
Jason Thelen
Adele Zamarron

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from our
Parish Community who are in the Armed Services.

Every Monday and Wednesday from
8am—9am

Meet in the Church to pray for an end to abortion.

Holy Hour is prayed for the unborn every
Monday & Wednesday from 8am - 9am in
the Church.
The 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the Blessed
Mother will be prayed after 8:15am Mass every
Tuesday. This is for our nation and in reparation
of the sins of our nation.
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MASSES THIS WEEK

MHT MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Monday - August 15 (St. Mary’s)

Monday, August 15 - 8:15am
Mass at St. Mary’s

8:15am

Tuesday, August 16 - 8:15am
Sacristan
Jerome Pohl
Reader
Rosie Feldpausch
Servers
Sacristan

†Living & Deceased Members of the
Christian Mothers & Women’s Guild
†Norm Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Confessions - St. Mary’s

5:30pm

Wednesday, August 17 - 7:00pm
Sacristan
Luke Goerge
Reader
Luke Goerge
Servers
Camden Conner, Faith & Chevy Phillips
Sunday, August 21 - 8:30am
Sacristan
Paul Horak
Reader
Theresa Sisung
Servers
Kerigan, Kelcie & Chase Pung
ExMHC
Tom O’Rourke, Anne Hufnagel,
Vicki Wieber
Ushers
4 Volunteers Needed
Sunday, August 21 - 10:30am
Sacristan
Gerry Davis
Reader
Dan Spitzley
Servers
Augustine, Thomas & Sophia Spitzley
ExMHC
Gerry Davis, Angela Reed, Tricia Goerge
Ushers
Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Roy Witgen,
Leon Schneider
Sunday, August 21 - 6:00pm
Sacristan
Gerry Davis
Reader
Kendra Speers
Servers
Jonathan Koenigsknecht,
2 Volunteers Needed
ExMHC
Kendra Speers, Sharon Fink,
1 Volunteer Needed
Ushers
Lonnie Schueller, Larry Jandernoa,
Gerry Arens, 1 Volunteer Needed

WEEKDAY ROSARY
The Rosary is prayed before the
8:15am weekday Masses. This week,
we pray for those who are battling
spiritual warfare against the enemy.

Tuesday - August 16 (MHT)
8:15am

†Robert J. Hengesbach (10yr Ann.)
†Chris Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

Wednesday - August 17 (MHT)
5:45am
5:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration - MHT
Confessions - MHT
Eucharistic Adoration - MHT
†Urban Luttig, Including Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

Thursday - August 18 (St Mary’s)
8:15am

†Eleanor, Otto & Tyler Schafer & Deceased
Members of the Family
Confessions - MHT

9:30am

Friday - August 19 (St Mary’s)
8:15am

†Arthur & Dorothy Fedewa & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

Saturday - August 20 (St. Mary’s)
3:00pm
4:30pm

Confessions - St. Mary’s
†Leon Keilen, Including Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
†Louis Hengesbach

Sunday - August 21 (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time)
8:00am

(St. Mary’s)

†Terry Wieber, Including Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

8:30am

People of the Parish

10:00am

†Paul & Mary Jane Thelen, Including
Jean Kennicott

(MHT)

(St. Mary’s)

10:30am

†Donald Schneider, Including Alice, Ron,
Tom & Living & Deceased Members of the
Family

6:00pm

†Urban Luttig, Including Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

(MHT)

(MHT)

MASS & CONFESSION TIMES
- MHT PARISH WEEKEND MASSES
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday (2nd & 4th) - 8:15am
Tuesday - 8:15am
Wednesday - 7:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Wednesday- 5:30pm
Thursday - 9:30am
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- ST. MARY PARISH WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday - 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00am & 10:00am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday (1st, 3rd, 5th) - 8:15am
Thursday - 8:15am
Friday - 8:15am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday- 5:30pm
Saturday - 3:00pm
Thursday before First Friday - 2:00pm

