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This week I have asked Ashley Van Ells to share her 
experience at Flint Mission with us. 
 
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

 Flint: Mission 2018 

I was so excited when the director of the 
Flint Mission, Jay Jong, emailed me asking if 
I would be a young adult leader on the Flint 
Mission again this summer. Last summer 
when I went on the Flint Mission, it was an 
incredible experience and I developed a true 
love for mission work, so I knew God was 
calling me to help on this retreat again. I also 
knew that I desperately needed a retreat 
away from home where I could encounter 
God. Coming home for the summer after my 

freshmen year of college at Grand Valley State University 
was already very tough. Many relationships I had around 
home were not the same after being gone for a year, and I 
found myself falling back into old habits. Even though the 
weeks leading up to the mission trip were difficult and also 
hectic planning for the Flint Mission, I was becoming 
excited for the week. Another true miracle that happened in 
the weeks leading up to the mission trip was I felt God 
prompting me to pray for the Flint Mission and all the 
people that would attend. This prompting from God was a 
big deal because prayer had especially been a struggle for 
me this summer, so the Flint Mission was already helping to 
improve my prayer life before the retreat even started. 
 

Upon arriving at the retreat on Sunday, I felt God’s fire 
moving through myself and the other young adult leaders 
as we excitedly began to prepare for the teens’ arrival. 
Many of the teens were not very enthusiastic about the 
retreat yet, especially with an air horn that woke everyone 
up at 6:30 a.m. every day (if you can’t tell, I’m not a morning 
person), but as the Holy Spirit began to move through the 
teens, about halfway through the week everyone was full of 
energy and on fire for the Lord. I especially felt God’s 

presence as I was ministering and praying over the teens, 
but also in my personal prayer time. One of the most 
important things God revealed to me in personal prayer, 
was I have many wounds and issues that I need to face 
head on with God by my side, instead of pretending my life 
is perfect and fine. One main lesson I learned from praying 
over the teens was that almost all of them had some kind of 
wound, hurt, or addiction they needed healing from, and 
many were also seeking answers from God. Hearing their 
struggles and stories made me realize that we all have our 
problems and our wounds that we are dealing with, but we 
are all ultimately sinners simply seeking healing from God. 
The last amazing aspect of the Flint Mission is all the 
people we meet at work sites and during the retreat. The 
people we met at the worksites were awesome because 
they dedicated their days to improving the neighborhood 
they lived in, and therefore, the city of Flint. The gratitude 
they had for all the work we did in their neighborhood was 
indescribable, and it was sad to leave them at the end of 
the week. 
 

As much as we didn’t want the week to end, we all had to 
part ways and go back to our hometowns and parishes on 
Friday. I knew coming back home from the retreat was 
going to be difficult to keep God’s fire inside of me, but I 
could already see the fruits of the retreat working in my life. 
God again prompted me in prayer to repair some of the 
broken relationships I had around home, and fixing these 
relationships has already made the rest of summer go a lot 
smoother. I find myself continuing to have the desire to go 
to mass more during the week or simply go into the church 
during the day for personal prayer. It has also been 
incredible to see the changes in the teens. One teen 
messaged me very excited about spending the last few 
weeks evangelizing, praying over people, and becoming 
more involved in their parish. Seeing the changes God has 
made in my life and the teens has me thankful for the 
experiences from the week and blessed for the ways God is 
working in my life. 
 

God Bless ~ Ashley 
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T.H. Miller, 

Excavating, Inc. 

 

Blood Drive 
 

Blood Drive at Most Holy Trinity Hall  
August 27, 1:00 to 6:45 p.m. 

Sponsored by VFW Post 3733 in Fowler  

Planning a funeral -- Some Helpful Guidelines 
 
 

Nobody likes to think of their own 
funeral, or that of their loved ones. 
However, unless the Lord comes 
soon, we will all have to face this 
reality. 
 

A Funeral Liturgy is primarily a 
celebration of the hope we have in 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We are saved by Jesus’ passion, 
death, and resurrection. Rather than 
waiting until that moment comes, 

it’s very helpful to sit down and let your family know 
some of the things you’d like to have as part of your 
funeral. When my father was in failing health, I brought 
up some questions about what he would like for his 
funeral Mass. It was a good conversation for both of us 
and when the time came, it made the planning for his 
funeral Mass and the arrangements a lot easier. I have 
provided below some guidelines to help as you discuss 
with your loved ones. 

 

At the time of death: We ask that the family contact the 
parish office as soon as you can, preferably before you 
meet with the funeral home. We like to announce and pray 
for the deceased as soon as we can and the office will need 
to contact volunteers for the liturgy and the dinner. The 
parish office is very busy, and it is helpful for the secretaries 
to hear from you as soon as possible. They will make 
arrangements to sit down with you and go over the 
preparations for the funeral Mass. 

Cremation: When one of the faithful decides to be 
cremated, the Church encourages that the body be brought 
to the church for burial first and then cremated afterward.  
This is because of the Scripture and Church’s teaching on 
the dignity of the body. If your family member decides to be 
cremated before the funeral, a Memorial Mass is 
celebrated; it is much like a regular Mass. The greeting of 
the body at the entrance of the church and the rites 
celebrated at the end of a funeral Mass are dispensed with 
since there is no body. For the Memorial Mass, the 
cremains can be placed in the sanctuary. We usually ask 
the family to provide a photo of the deceased and  bouquet 
of flowers. These are all placed in the sanctuary during the 
Mass. The cremains must be buried after the Memorial 
Mass. The Church does not permit the cremains to be 
scattered. Again, keeping with the Church’s teaching of the 
dignity of the body, the cremains must be buried in the 
cemetery. 
 

If you have questions about cremation please do not 
hesitate to come in and speak with Fr. Dennis. 

 

The death of a child or a miscarriage: When parents lose 
a child through miscarriage or sudden infant death, it is a 
painful time. The Church provides prayers and a liturgy 
upon request. Depending on the situation and the parents’ 
needs it can be as simple as a graveside service or a 
funeral Mass. 
 

We hope these directives are helpful. You are always 
welcome to call the parish office or speak personally with 
Fr. Dennis if you have any other questions or concerns.  
 

God bless you. 

 

 

The Liturgy of Christian Burial: some helpful tips 
when looking to plan your loved one’s funeral Mass. 

 

When you meet with the staff regarding the planning of 
the funeral liturgy, they will take you through all the steps 
in order to plan the funeral day (luncheon, music, 
readings, servers, etc.). You are always welcome to 
come in before your loved one’s death to take a look at 
the readings, borrow the folder for a day, and consider 
the Scripture passages. You may have a favorite 
passage of Scripture and that would be fine to use as 
well. The readings you’ll need to choose are from the Old 
Testament, the New Testament epistles, and the 
Gospels. 

 

Readings: Consider who you would like to proclaim the 
readings and lead the intercessions. This could include 
several people or one person. This depends on how 
many people you wish to involve. 
 

Altar servers: We will need 3 servers. They can be 
family members or you can ask the parish office to 
contact our list of servers. 
 

Luncheon: The parish will find a cook and luncheon 
team to serve you. They will give you the number of the 
contact person and you will choose the menu with them.   
The family is asked to take down the tables and chairs 
after the luncheon. 
 

Music: You will be given a phone number to contact for 
hymns at the funeral. The general guidelines for selection 
of hymns and songs is that they must be liturgical pieces 
and cannot be secular songs. 
 

Memorial Cards: We do not offer memorial cards at 
church. This is taken care of at the visitation. 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly 
 

Diocesan Assembly 2018, Saturday, September 22nd  
Eucharistic Procession, Inspiring speakers,  

All Diocesan Mass 
 

Join thousands of Catholics from across our Diocese at St. 
Mary Cathedral in Lansing and the Breslin  

Center as we gather in prayer, witness,  
and worship to celebrate the reason God made us:  

for happiness with Him in this life and the next! 
Register Today at the Diocese of Lansing website 

Admission is FREE! 

 

 

50/50 Support the Faith Raffle 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the 
Knights of Columbus Support the Faith 
raffle. This week's winners of $100 
each are: Neil Feldpausch, Dave & 
Lynn Vincent, and Mark Myers.  
Congratulations to our winners! 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, 

restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

FAQs about our upcoming MHT weekend retreat.  
We hope this section is helpful as you prayerfully 
consider attending this parish sponsored event. 
 

4. Who do I contact If 
I have questions? 
 

We have a number of 
people who have been 
on the retreat before 
and would love to answer any questions that you have or 
share about their experience of what it meant to them. 
Andrea Schneider (adultfaithmht@gmail.com) oversees the 
retreat and can answer any questions that you have. 
Otherwise you could also contact any of the following: 
Cindy Braun, Jerry and Mary Lee Klein, Linda Luna, Sue 
Thelen, or Vern and Bonnie Thelen.  
5. What if I don’t know anyone else going? 
 

We have had people in the past who were 
afraid to sign up because they didn’t want 
to be alone and they found that those fears 
went away as soon as they got to the 
retreat. We are glad to help arrange 
carpooling if needed and we assure 
everyone feels welcomed and taken care 
of. The retreat center allows everyone to 
have their own room and bathroom so no need to worry 
about someone snoring and keeping you awake (or 
keeping someone else up if you’re the one who snores!). 
The schedule itself also allows for both personal and social 
time and we encourage people to participate in as much as 
they are comfortable. So on one hand it’s a great 
opportunity to meet new people if that’s something you’re 
looking for or you can keep to yourself if that is more your 
comfort level.  

Knights of Columbus Thank You 
 

Since 2006 the Fowler council has 
collected and distributed almost $90,000 
TO SUPPORT VOCATIONS! The sources 
for our local council’s vocations funds are 
many. A few include: the annual “Returns 
for Vocations” drive, the Knights of 
Columbus Refund Support Vocations 

Program (RSVP), the annual Pro-life/Vocations breakfast, 
and free-will donations from our members and those of our 
community. 
Distributions from the funds are many as well. A few are 
donations to those pursuing religious vocations (bulk of 
distributions), Bishop Albers Trust Fund for seminarians, 
priest retirement centers support, clergy appreciation 
events, and religious and clergy special occasion gifts. 
The Fowler Council would like to say THANK YOU to all of 
those who continue to support vocations in your 
generously offered prayers, time, talent, and treasures. 

Important Dates:     
Tuesday, August 28     First Day of School 
Thursday, August 30     First School Mass 
Friday, August 31     No School 
Monday, September 3     No School/Labor Day 
Friday, September 7     Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (First Friday) 
 

Volunteer Found:  We have found a parishioner who is 
willing to work with our Scrip program. Thank you Kathy 
Feldpausch for helping out the school by volunteering your 
time. 
 

Education Commission:  MHT School is still looking for 
additional members of the Education Commission.  This 
commission serves as an advisory panel to the principal and 
staff regarding school issues.  Issues range from dress 
code, athletic policy, school improvements, marketing, etc.  
The commission meets monthly in the months of 
September, October, November, January, February, March, 
April and May.  If you are interested, please contact the 
school office at 593-2616.  You do not need to be a parent 
of a current MHT School student in order to participate. 
 

Pray:  As you pack your children’s lunches and 
prepare their backpacks, PRAY!  Pray that they will 
hunger for God’s Word daily. As your children get on 
the bus and you wave goodbye, PRAY!  Ask God to 
keep their feet on the path of righteousness always.  As 
the day goes on and you wonder what they’re doing, 
PRAY!  Ask your Heavenly Father to protect them. As 
you look over the papers they bring home each day, 
PRAY!  Pray that their minds will grow in the 
knowledge of the Lord.  As you empty the backpack and 
find scraps of paper and broken pencils, PRAY!  Pray 
that God will take any broken pieces from the day and 
bring healing.  – author unknown 

Good Shepherd Catholic Radio 
 

Plan to attend the GSCR Lansing Awareness event on 
Sat., Sept.15 from 1-3pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish 
Hall, 219 Seymour Ave, Lansing.. Learn the benefits of 
having Catholic Radio available to the Lansing Community.  
Speakers include Bishop Boyea, radio personalities Al 
Kresta and Frank Pomarico, with Bill Kassel and Deacon 
Tom Loewe providing entertainment. 
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Monday - August 27 
7:00 p.m.    + Herman & Clara Wirth 
 

Tuesday -  August 28 
8:15 a.m.    + Edmond & Helen Simmon including Brian 
 

Wednesday - August 29 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.      + Evelyn L. & Randy L. Thelen 

Thursday - August 30 
8:15 a.m.    +  Robert Goerge including Emily & Ted  
  Thelen & Ann Thelen 
 

Friday - August 31 
8:15 a.m.    + Ed Smith (1st Anniversary) 
 

Saturday - September 1 
4:30 p.m.     + Diane Thelen 
 

Sunday - September 2 
8:30 a.m..      People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.    + Herman & Revella Simon & deceased of 
  the Family 

Saturday & Sunday, September 1 & 2 
4:30 p.m. – Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare Thelen, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, Ralph 
Feldpausch, Volunteer 
10:30 a.m. – Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Keith Weber, 
Volunteer 

Saturday & Sunday, September 1 & 2 
4:30 p.m. - Brooke, Emily, & Amber Epkey, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m.. - Kara Esch, Nathan Epkey, Logan & Keegan 
Klein 
10:30 a.m. - Dominic Horak, Tony Piggott, Tristan & 
Quentin Smith 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene 
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, 
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, 
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, 
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,  
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine 
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, 
Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet 
Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell, Richard 
Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, 
Mike Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Duane Mussell, Terry Hodges,  
Jeff Wadell, Chuck Welch, and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Blessed Mother Statue 
 

The statue of Mary is available to take home on 
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into  
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.  
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church. 

During This Week 
Mon., 7 p.m. -Allysa Feldpausch, Olivia & Isaac Thelen 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Gavin Klein, Paige & Carter Thelen 
Weds., 7 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Liam & Grace O’Hare 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Roman & Nickolai Schafer, Jamison 
Schueller 

Readings for the Week of August 26 2018 
 
 

Monday 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12; Psalms 96:1-
 2a, 2b-3, 4-5; Matthew 23:13-22 
Tuesday 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17; Psalms 
 96:10, 11-12, 13; Matthew 23:23-26 
Wednesday 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18; Psalms 
 128:1-2, 4-5; Mark 6:17-29 
Thursday 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Psalms 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-
 7; Matthew 24:42-51 
Friday 1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Psalms 33:1-2, 4-5, 
 10-11; Matthew 25:1-13 
Saturday 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Psalms 33:12-13, 18-
 19, 20-21; Matthew 25:14-30 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is 
for those traveling for the upcoming holiday. 
May God protect them and lead them to their 
destination and back home safely. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

August 18 & 19 Collection  .……………...…..  $11,327.30 

 

Special Collections 
Assumption……………………………..……..……  $140.00 
ETF …………………...………………...…….............  $80.00 
Peter’s Pence……………………………………..… $210.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

August 26, 2018 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 
 

 
 

First Publication 
 

Cassaundra Koenigsknecht, 
Daughter of Daniel & Janet 
Koenigsknecht 
 
Cameron Bongard, son of Dennis 
Bongard & Jennifer Schimizzi 

Altar ServersAltar ServersAltar ServersAltar Servers    

UshersUshersUshersUshers    


