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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 11, 2022
www.mhtparish.com

MOST HOLY TRINITY
545 N Maple St., Fowler, MI 48835
office@mhtparish.com
(989)593-2162

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
WE ARE ALL EVANGELIZERS
(And whatever else is on Deacon Eric’s mind)
Mercy, Hope and Second Chances
We know we have a merciful God, but
sometimes we push our luck. The Israelites constantly tested God in the desert,
even though he had led them out of slavery in Egypt. Today’s first reading from
Exodus shows God’s reaction to the molten calf the Israelites had made to worship, while Moses was up on Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments. His words to
Moses: “Let me alone then, that my wrath may blaze up
against them to consume them.”
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MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED
The parish office is in need of more money counters on the
3rd and 4th Mondays of each month. If you are interested,
have questions, or would like to get on the schedule please
contact the parish office. Thank you!

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS!
The cemetery committee is requesting bids to construct a
storage/maintenance building at the cemetery as we’ve outgrown our little storage area in the back of the chapel. The
building will be 32' x 48’ with pole barn construction. We
request that all contractors interested in submitting a bid
attend an informational meeting at the cemetery to review
the building site and specifications. This meeting will take
place on Tuesday, October 11, at 7:00 pm at the cemetery.
Please, contact Ralph Pung at 989-640-7835 if you have
any questions. Thank you!

Then Moses, who was none too happy with his people either, then played the role of mediator. Like Abraham, who
bought some time for the people of Sodom through a series
of negotiations (very loosely defined here), Moses reminded
the Lord of his promises to Abraham, Isaac and Israel. So
this “God of second chances” granted the first of many second chances he would give the Israelites going forward, and
pulled the plug on his plan to consume them. In doing so, he
granted them hope.

All foundation orders to be completed this year must be
turned in to the parish office by September 30th. After that,
all orders will have to wait until spring 2023 to be completed.
Thank you!

It was hopeless, then there was hope for God’s Chosen
People.

MHT EDUCATIONAL TRUST FUND

For the Prodigal Son (whose story was included only in the
long version of today’s gospel), his life also went from seemingly hopeless to hopeful. G.K. Chesterton described that
line between hope and hopeless like this: “In the struggle for
existence, it is only on those who hang on for ten minutes
after all is hopeless, that hope begins to dawn.” The younger son, who had insulted his father by demanding his share
of the family estate (normally passed on after a father’s
death), found himself hanging on “ten minutes after all was
hopeless.” He didn’t have a mediator such as Abraham or
Moses to appeal for mercy to his father, but sought it on his
own. It was granted, for he too, had a “father of second
chances.”
The message of hope when all seems hopeless is as true
today as it has ever been.

We can easily be overwhelmed by the negative news that’s
constantly coming our way in the news media. We can be
worn down from trying to fight the fight for a moral society or
religious freedom. We can be exhausted from the personal
hardships in our lives. Or we can find strength and hope
“ten minutes after all is hopeless,” by turning to the source of
all hope, Jesus. God will grant us mercy if we have wronged
him, but we have to ask for it. He will grant us his strength, if
we turn to him in prayer.
Deacon Eric
deaconeric@hotmail.com

As a result of the restructuring of the parish office, the
position of Director of Parish Operations is being eliminated. Since my arrival here, Shawn Smith has been a
great help to me during this time of transition. She will
bring many gifts to her next employer.
-Fr. Eric

CEMETERY NOTICE

Does everyone need a trust? What is the difference between a trust and will? Come to the Wills & Estate/
Planned Giving Seminar to learn more! This seminar will be
at Most Holy Trinity Activity Center on Sunday, September
18 from 7-8 (after 6:00 pm Mass). Matt Hufnagel, President
of the Catholic Foundation at the Diocese of Lansing, and
John Wieber, Attorney in St Johns, will share information on
the topics of wills, trusts, probate, planned giving through
the Catholic Foundation, and Q&A. Refreshments and
snacks will be provided. All are welcome to attend.

PARISH TOWNHALL MEETING
Parish Town Hall: As we mentioned in last week’s bulletin,
we’re hosting a town hall meeting on September 27th at
6:30pm in the School Basement to discuss where we have
been as a parish, the parish’s future, the relationship between Most Holy Trinity and St. Mary’s, parish structures,
and healthy patterns of transparency and communication.
We hope to address any questions or concerns and to give
you an opportunity to share what is on your heart. Some
topics may arise about which people are very passionate.
We only ask that everything that is said be said in charity.
We thank you so much for your very warm welcome thus
far. On September 27th in a particular way, we hope to
share our vision for MHT and to better understand you and
your dreams for our beloved parish community. Please see
last week’s bulletin for more details.

CATHOLIC ORDER OF FORESTERS
Catholic Order of Forester #2257 Family picnic will be held
at the residence of John & Cathy Rademacher on Sunday,
September 11th. Food and drinks provided. Please come join
at 12:30pm.

Most Holy Trinity
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MHT SCHOOL
Anne Hufnagel — principal@mhtparish.com

BLESSED MOTHER STATUE

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ’s mandate to proclaim the Gospel,
restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

The statue of the Blessed Mother is available to be taken
home for daily devotions, along with a prayer sheet of petitions for various needs of the parish family. The statue is
located in the sanctuary next to the server sacristy door. A
sign-up sheet is on the pro-life bulletin board in the vestibule
of the church. If you would like to take the Blessed Mother
home but cannot traverse the sanctuary steps, please contact the parish office for assistance. As always, if you have
any questions, please contact the parish office. Thank you!
Queen of the Holy Rosary, pray for us!
Amen!

Important Dates:
Tues., September 13
Tues., September 13
Fri., September 16
Mon., September 19
Tues., September 20

Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
MS Study Session (3pm-4pm)
Paid Dress Down Day ($1.00)
Diocesan All Schools’ Mass
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.

Middle School Study Sessions: Study sessions are back
for our middle school students starting on Tuesday, September 13. Study sessions will only be on Tuesdays and
Thursdays this year. The sessions will start right after
school and end at 4:00 p.m.
All Schools’ Mass: The Diocese of Lansing is once again
hosting its annual All Schools’ Mass on Monday, September
19, at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lansing. Our 8th grade students will be attending this Mass. Please pray for safe travels for all of the students attending Mass there that day.
NWEA Testing Window: Students in grade 2 – 8 will be
taking assessments (Measure of Academic Progress –
MAP) in reading, language arts, math, and science (grades
5 – 8) from September 15 through October 15.
Entrust your works to the Lord, and your plan will succeed.
– Proverbs 16:3
St Thomas Church is excited to announce that Fr John
Riccardo’s new series, The Rescue Project, will be
offered at St. Thomas. It is open to all!
St Paul tells us the gospel is the power of God for salvation.
In other words, it's not just news, let alone ordinary news.
The gospel is explosive, extraordinary, and life-changing
news of Jesus’ defeat of the power of Sin and Death. It’s
the news that gives hope and compels us to follow Jesus'
mission to rescue others. The Rescue Project is an 8 week
series that includes a community dinner, worship, video
presentation, and small group discussion. We will be offering small groups for men, women, married couples and
young adults. This is a wonderful opportunity to be transformed personally and build a deeper community. Scholarships are available. Students are free!

Who: Adults/ Young Adults
Dates: Wednesday, Sept 28- Nov 16
Place: St Thomas Parish Hall
Time: 6:30pm-9:00pm
Cost: $50 Adults / $30 Young Adults/ Students Free
To register, visit: mission-suite.com/form

INSIGHTS IN THE WORD
There was once a group of women studying the book of Malachi in the Old Testament. As they were studying chapter
three, they came across verse three, which says: “He will sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver.” This verse puzzled the
women, and they wondered what this statement meant
about the character and nature of God. One of the women
offered to find out about the process of refining silver and get
back to the group at their next Bible study.
That week this woman called up a silversmith and made an
appointment to watch him at work. She didn’t mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity
about the process of refining silver. As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat
up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold
the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.
The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot
– then she thought again about the verse, that he sits as a
refiner and purifier of silver. She asked the silversmith if it
was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole
time the silver was being refined.
The man answered “Yes”, and explained that he not only
had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep his
eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was left even a moment too long in the flames, it would
be
damaged.
The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the
silversmith, “How do you know when the silver is fully refined?”
He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s easy. When I
see my image in it.”

If you have any question please contact Caroline Gambale Dirkes,
Director of Evangelization: 734.761.8606 X
2904; cdirkes@sta2.org

If today you are feeling the heat of this world’s fire, just remember that God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ have
Their eyes on you. [Amen!]
-Original Author Unknown

WEEKDAY ROSARY
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15am weekday Masses. This week, as we pause to remember the great
losses & courageous acts of September 11th, we pray for those who are still affected by the events of this
day. We pray the Lord gives us compassion for one another in all of life’s circumstances, and that He would
instill in us the courage to answer His call. We pray for the light of Christ to flood the hearts of people everywhere and that one day, we will be able to see the beauty through the ashes of those dark days. Amen!

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE RED MASS

baptisms

Tuesday, October 11th, the Catholic Lawyers Guild will celebrate the Annual Red Mass at 5:15pm at St. Mary Cathedral,
Lansing, Bishop Earl Boyea will be the celebrant.

Isaac Anthony Bozung, son of
James & Joan (Schafer) Bozung

We Welcome Isaac to our parish family!

EXPOSITION OF SACRED RELICS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 - 6:30PM
St. Mary Church welcomes
you to a teaching and exposition of Sacred Relics.
Over 150 relics will be
shown, some as old as
2,000 years.

MHT PARISH STEWARDSHIP
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
September 3 & 4 Collection ….....……..…….…..…...$ 8,999.00
Online Giving………………………………………......... $ 1,627.83
Total Sunday Collection ………………………………... $ 10,626.83

Among the treasures will be
relics of the Twelve Apostles, St. Joseph, St. John
the Baptist, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Maria Goretti, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and
St. Joan of Arc.
There will also be a fragment of the veil that belonged to
Our Lady and some of the largest remaining pieces of the
Wood of the True Cross in the world.
Presented by Fr Carlos Martins of the Companions of the Cross
HELD IN THE CHURCH ON

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 AT 6:30PM

Visit www.treasuresofthechurch.com for more information.

St. Mary Church
201 N Westphalia St.
Westphalia, MI 48894
(989)587-4201

Special Collections

ETF ……………………………………………………... $
Capitol Improvement …..…….. ……………………….. $
Newspapers ……………………………………………. $

5.00
65.00
165.00

Monthly Finance Report For August

Sunday Collection-All Sources……….….$
56,801.03
Sunday Collections-Year to Date….…… $
129,353.41
Sunday Collections- FY 21 Budget…….. $
675,000.00
Percentage Collected Through August……………….19.16%
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
-Psalm 18:2

- Sponsor of the Week -

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

In you I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me. No one whose
hope is in you will ever be put to shame, but they will be
put to shame who are treacherous without excuse.
– Psalm 25:2-3

TERRY L. SMITH, BUILDER LLC

www.mhtparish.com

- Please Pray For Our Friends and Relatives Bishop Mengeling
Fr. Dennis
Fr. Bill Lugger
Sean Dush
Charlene Thelen
Davison Curtin
Luke Martin
Julie Wieber-Schafer
Dennis Smith
Janet Simmon
Steve Thelen
Tracy Schmitt
Frank Hufnagel
Jenine Koeckner
Jennifer Ledger
Josiah Ledger
Jennifer Schrauben
Therese Kramer
Christopher Martin

Theresa Heeg
Laurie Becker
Jeff Wadell
Russell Tiedt
Gary Schueller
Maurice Schmitz
Ray Hamilton
Kevin Orth
Ralph Feldpausch
Rodney Robbe
Dane VanElls
Andrew Hogan
Elaine Kramer
Laura Stegenaga
David Maniez
Joanne McNamara
Elvan Halfmann
Mary McCausey
Constance M. Schafer
Kathy Gibbs
Jacob Hamilton
Steve Nobis
Chris Waldron
Bob Shannon
Terry Waldron
Kayli VanBelkum
Jeff Koenigsknecht
David Antes
Katherine
A Special Intention, &
Koenigsknecht
for unity within our
Dale L. Thelen
parish family.
Jason Thelen
Adele Zamarron

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from our
Parish Community who are in the Armed Services.

Every Monday and Wednesday from
8am—9am

Meet in the Church to pray for an end to abortion.

Holy Hour is prayed for the unborn every
Monday & Wednesday from 8am - 9am in
the Church.
The 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the Blessed
Mother will be prayed after 8:15am Mass every
Tuesday. This is for our nation and in reparation
of the sins of our nation.

*Please contact the Parish Office to add/remove someone from the list.

Most Holy Trinity
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MHT MINISTRY SCHEDULE

MASSES THIS WEEK

Monday, September 12 - 8:15am
Sacristan
Jerry Klein
Reader
Linda Epkey
Servers
Jerry Klein

Monday - September 12 (MHT)

Tuesday, September 13 - 8:15am (MHT School Mass)
Sacristan
Helen Thelen & Julia Schueller
Reader
MHT Students
Servers
MHT Students

5:30pm

8:15am

Wednesday, September 14 - 7:00pm
Sacristan
Luke Goerge
Reader
Luke Goerge
Servers
Jamison, Donnivon & Remington Schueller
Sunday, September 18 - 8:30am
Sacristan
Paul Horak
Reader
Vern Thelen
Servers
Jonah & Leah Thelen, 1 Volunteer Needed
ExMHC
Dean Schrauben, Vicki Wieber,
Anne Hufnagel
Ushers
Phillip Schmitt, Neil Feldpausch,
Brett Stump, Kurt Thelen
Sunday, September 18 - 10:30am
Sacristan
Gerry Davis
Reader
Volunteer Needed
Servers
Jonathan & Skylar Fowler,
1 Volunteer Needed
ExMHC
Angela Reed, Tricia Goerge,
1 Volunteer Needed
Ushers
Gene Messer, Stan Weber, Roy Witgen,
Leon Schneider
Sunday, September 18 - 6:00pm
Sacristan
Volunteer Needed
Reader
Jim Andros
Servers
Logan & Andrew Platte,
1 Volunteer Needed
ExMHC
Jean Koenigsknecht, 2 Volunteers Needed
Ushers
Jerome Thelen, Gerry Arens,
Larry Jandernoa, 1 Volunteer Needed
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
– Psalm 147:3

†Francis & Dolores Thelen & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
†Helen Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Confessions - St. Mary’s

Tuesday - September 13 (MHT School Mass)
8:15am

†Carl & Thelma Kohagen & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

Wednesday - September 14 (MHT)
5:45am
5:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration - MHT
Confessions - MHT
Eucharistic Adoration - MHT
†Wilma Schafer
†Eugene H. Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

Thursday - September 15 (St Mary’s)
8:15am

†Dan Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Confessions - MHT

9:30am

Friday - September 16 (St Mary’s)
8:15am

†Jeff Pline & Living & Deceased Members
of the Family
†Ann Hodge

Saturday - September 17 (St. Mary’s)
3:00pm
4:30pm

Confessions - St. Mary’s
†Dick & Jeannine Cook

Sunday - September 18 (25th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
8:00am

People of the Parish

8:30am

†Dale Armbrustmacher & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

10:00am

†Joan Schmitz & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

10:30am

†Maynard Wirth & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

6:00pm

†Howard & Harriett Cavanagh & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family

(St. Mary’s)
(MHT)

(St. Mary’s)
(MHT)
(MHT)

MASS & CONFESSION TIMES
- MHT PARISH WEEKEND MASSES
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday (2nd & 4th) - 8:15am
Tuesday - 8:15am
Wednesday - 7:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Wednesday- 5:30pm
Thursday - 9:30am

www.mhtparish.com

- ST. MARY PARISH WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday - 4:30pm
Sunday 8:00am & 10:00am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday (1st, 3rd, 5th) - 8:15am
Thursday - 8:15am
Friday - 8:15am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday- 5:30pm
Saturday - 3:00pm
Thursday before First Friday - 2:00pm

