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From The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s Desk    
 

This week I have asked Andrea Schneider to share  
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

 

I remember when a few fellow parishioners and friends 
mentioned to us that we should join in the retreat that 
MHT held back in February. My first thought was that 
there was no way we’d make it happen between our 
schedules and our kids. Additionally, I wanted to know 
exactly what was going to happen on this retreat 
because I had quite a few fears of the unknown. I’d only 
know a handful of people there and I wasn't a fan of 
having to step out of my comfort zone. I tried almost 
every excuse in the book to steer clear but my husband 
and our friends persisted, our schedule cleared up, 
babysitters fell into place beautifully- I had nothing left to 
hold me back except myself. 
 

The moment we walked in, I began feeling relieved that 
we would have time to ourselves to refocus on this 
relationship with Christ that I’d been dragging through 
our busy schedules. Not only that, but to see friends and 
neighbors leading the retreat so well and so genuinely 
made me feel more connected to our community as a 
whole. 
 

I left that retreat rejuvenated. We had time to rest in 
quiet, listen to great talks, meet other parishioners, as 
well as many gentle invitations to lay our trials at the feet 
of Jesus. I had numerous fears walking into this retreat, 
but I’m grateful I went anyway because we were 
showered with immense peace that weekend and I look 
forward to seeing what else is in store at future retreats.  
 

~Bekah Shannon 

Just a reminder the retreat is being held at 

the retreat center in DeWitt September 27-

29. Registration is still going on! Go to our 

website to sign up.  

My experience at the Adult Retreat last September was 
more enjoyable and meaningful than I imagined it would 
be. I had heard great things about the retreat, and 
wanted to experience it too. I felt the need to get out of 
my comfort zone and sign up. Upon our arrival, we found 
the gathering area filled with familiar MHT parishioners, 
as well as others we recognized by face, not name, 
(though that would change by the end of the weekend)! I 
felt welcomed and any hesitancy about the weekend was 
gone. 
 

The prayer and devotion time was for quiet reflection. I 
felt a deeper devotion spiritually because of the 
atmosphere around me. I felt the Holy Spirit as we 
gathered into our small group talks. The strength to let 
go of my preconceived ideas on what to say, opened my 
heart on what my faith has helped me get through. As I 
shared my struggles in the group, I visualized “my heart 
being unlocked” and opening up to a healing that wasn’t 
physical as much as spiritual. It was a feeling to 
surrender and humble myself to accept my crosses and 
allow the Holy Spirit to work through me. 
 

My faith was strong before the weekend, but after being 
prayed over, attending mass and receiving Holy 
Communion, making a good Confession and bonding 
with the other faith filled people in a short powerful 
weekend, I came away with a calmness and strength I 
only hoped to achieve. The Adult Retreat led me to a 
deeper faith and love of God I’ve always wanted and 
needed. 
 

God’s blessings,  ~Ann Marie Pohl 

My overall experience with the retreat was relaxed and 
uplifting and helped me reflect on my faith life, which I 
can always use. The small group sharing was inspiring 
and it was good to hear the commitment from others to 
our Catholic faith as well. Adoration was time for a 
personal thanks to THE LORD for all the blessings He 
has put in my life, and I could feel His presence at that 
time, and felt His goodness through everyone during that 
retreat weekend. I am thankful that I went. 
 

~Jerome Pohl 

Attending the adult retreat was not an easy decision for 
me. With the benefit of hind sight I believe my biggest 
obstacle to attending was that I didn’t believe I needed 
to. After all I had been working on nurturing my faith life 
including; prayer group, attending education 
opportunities offered by the parish and even attending 
men’s retreats. Then I asked myself - can I honestly say I 
am satisfied with where I am at with my faith life. 
I decided to perform a self-analysis of how I have 
progressed or backtracked over the years with my faith 
experiences. I would get a positive boost when I 
attended or participated in faith building but found soon 
after the excitement would drop off if I didn’t build upon 
what I learned and commit to continuing to seek 
opportunities for growth. Additionally, changing it up or 
doing something out of my comfort zone consistently 
provide me two things. 1- Those out of comfort zone 
opportunities provided the greatest returns in my faith life 
and 2- Understanding most of what I worried about was 
really about nothing and likely the evil one working 
overtime trying to convince me not to go deeper. 
I can honestly say that the adult retreat was a great 
experience. The retreat was filled with a line-up of 
speakers sharing their faith journey. I heard about real 
life challenges and ways individuals have overcome 
obstacles. I learned how to enrich my prayer life, how to 
better help my spouse get to heaven; and reaffirmed how 
especially important it is for our children to know faith is 
our foundation. I came away feeling refreshed and 
encouraged by what I learned and what I know is 
possible because I said yes to attending the retreat. 
 

~Kurt Koenigsknecht 

I’ve asked a few parishioners who have 

attended our adult retreats to share 

about their experience. Here’s how 

attending one of our weekend retreats 

has impacted their lives. 
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those attending the High School 
Religious Ed Encounter Evening. May this new 
opportunity help them grow closer with God. 

 

Quilters needed to complete a quilt for the 
2020 parish festival. Quilting will begin on 
Friday, September 27th, 2019 at 11 am in 
the Monsignor Esper room. For further 
information, call Loraine at 593-2136. 

Cemetery Sexton Opening 
 

Most Holy Trinity is looking to hire a part time sexton for the 
parish cemetery. This position will be paid hourly and will be 
expected to work less than 20 hours a week. This person 
will be responsible for working with Ralph Pung and Adam 
Halfman to oversee the cemetery. Some expectations 
include communicating with the mowing 
teams and making sure the equipment is 
ready for them to use, measuring for 
graves and foundations, communicating 
with the grave digger for funerals and 
ensuring that the cemetery is cleaned up 
and looking nice throughout the year. 
Anyone who is interested should contact 
Adam Halfman at the parish office or 
Ralph Pung for more information. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
 

Pohl Oil Company 

 

Get Your MHT School 
Dinner Raffle Tickets! 

 

~ON SALE~ 
Saturday, October 5 
Becker's Furniture  

9:30 a.m until noon. 

Anointing of the Sick 
“Is anyone among you sick? He should 
summon the presbyters of the church, 
and they should pray over him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of the 

Lord, and the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and 
the Lord will raise him up. If he has committed any sins, he 
will be forgiven.”  James 5:13-15 

 

The weekend of October 5/6th we will celebrate the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick after every 
Mass. The Anointing of the Sick is not a sacrament for 
those only who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon as 
anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from 
sickness or old age, the fitting time for him to receive this 
sacrament has certainly already arrived. 
  ~Catechism of the Catholic Church #1514 

 
Hispanic Ministry 

Opportunities 

 
 

Welcome the stranger among us, Conference on the 
Pastoral Care of Immigrants, Friday, October 11th, Catholic 
Diocese of Lansing, 228 North Walnut Street, Lansing. 
Madonna Hall. To register  call 517-342-2440 or visit 
www.welcomethestrnger.event.com  
 

************************************************************** 
 

Hispanic Ministry in Clinton County 
 

The pastors of Clinton County are working to form an 
outreach to our Hispanic brothers and sisters in our region. 
Each parish has contributed to hiring a religious sister who 
will be our county coordinator for Hispanic Ministry. One 
thing that she will need is a vehicle to make pastoral visits 
and work with the various pastors. If you have a used 
vehicle that you would be willing to donate to the ministry or 
make a donation toward the purchase of a vehicle, could 
you please contact Susana Chapa Vargas, Coordinator of 
the Hispanic Ministry for the Diocese of Lansing 517-342-
2520 or email schapa@dioceseoflansing.org 

There will be a presentation 
about the Pilgrimage on 

Thursday, September 26 at 
7:30 pm in the church. 

November 2nd 

The dinner raffle committee is seeking donations at this 
time for the live and silent auction. If you are interested in 
making a donation, please call the school office.  
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Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

 

Blessed Mother Statue 
 

The statue of Mary is available to take home on 
the weekends. This is an opportunity to pray for 
the parish and your family’s needs.  

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

Rosary Congress 
Everyone is invited to a Rosary 
Congress which will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 6th - Sunday, Oct. 13th. 

The location of the congress will be at 
St. Michael’s parish in Grand Ledge. The Congress 
will open with Mass on Oct. 6th and close with Mass at 
11 am. on Oct. 13th 

The Congress is looking for individuals to 
participate in Perpetual Adoration for a 24 hour 

period. Most Holy Trinity is being asked to cover: 
 

From 12 noon October 10th until 12 noon on 
Friday, October 11th 

If you would be interested in volunteering, please contact the 
parish office or use the sign up sheet in the back of church. 

Upcoming Events: 
Mon., Sept. 23  8th Grade to Catholic Schools’  
   Mass @ Cathedral 
Tues., Sept. 24  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Fri., Sept. 27  FHS Homecoming/Parade 2 p.m. 
 

FHS Homecoming:  Please join us as the students gather 
on the west side of the school to watch the Fowler High 
School homecoming parade.  We love seeing our siblings, 
parents, aunt, uncles and grandparents out in their blue and 
white cheering on the Eagles. 
 

Spirit Week:  Please watch the school announcements and 
the website for information regarding spirit week dress up 
days. 
 

Fear:  Can we gain anything by fearing and fuming? Do we 
not unfit ourselves for action, and unhinge our minds for 
wise decision? We are sinking by our struggles when we 
might float by faith. — C. H. Spurgeon 

28th Annual Life Chain 
Sunday, October 6th from 2:30–3:30 pm. 

 

This is a peaceful prayer witness to the sanctity of life. 
Everyone is invited to gather along Grand River Avenue 
from East Lansing to Williamston (meeting at Abbot Rd. in 
downtown E. Lansing, Brookfield Plaza, St. Martha Church 
in Okemos or Main Street in Williamston near St. Mary’s. 

Looking for Volunteers! 
 

We invite you to prayerfully 
consider serving the parish as a 

liturgical minister. We are looking for readers, 
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion and altar 
servers. We also need readers for weekday masses. 
Please pray and call the parish office if you would be 
willing to serve. We will set a time with you to be trained. 

 

Attention High School Students: Our high school retreat 
is an excellent opportunity to pull away from your everyday 
life, retreat to a prayerful place and listen to what God is 
trying to say to you! This year our retreat will be held at 
Camp Roger from November. 15-17. Cost is $65. Please 
turn in permission slip and money to the parish office by 
November 3. For more information and to print the 
permission slip, visit our parish website and use the “Youth 
Ministry” tab.  
 

Our first Little Caesars Pizza Kit Drive is just around the 
corner. Anyone going to Steubenville and needing to 
fundraise should take this opportunity to raise money for 
your trip. The cost for the last couple years has been 
around $300, so funding is something that we want to think 
of ASAP! Forms will be at the parish office, the Main 
Entrance of the church, youth group and at our first High 
School Encounter! Fundraising officially starts Mon. Sept. 
16th. Forms will be due October 21st. On the due date 
forms can be turned in to the parish office.  

 

Sat., Sept. 21, enjoy a night with 
your spouse and community! The 
evening includes a catered meal, 
drinks and two local couples (Brian 
& Kristi Thelen and Craig & 

Allison Pohl) speaking on marriage. Cost is $40 and you 
can register online (https://forms.gle/6tBm9aHpizge2Vq36) 
or call the Westphalia's Parish Office 989-587-4201.  

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore 
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the 
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

This Sunday, September 22nd, is the first High School 
Encounter evening of the year. These events are replacing 
Monday night religious ed classes. We will meet at the 
Activity Center from 6:30-9:00pm and will include large 
group catechesis, individual prayer time, and small group 
discussion. There will also be a Holy Spirit Encounter for 
the students that includes Eucharistic Adoration and prayer 
teams. 
 

Because these events are replacing what used to be a 
weekly class it will be important that students attend each of 
these evenings. I coordinated these dates with Kris Ernst, 
the Athletic Director at the High School, so that there will be 
no required athletic events that will conflict with these 
evenings. The registration and fee for high school religious 
ed will remain the same as we have been doing for the past 
several years. Please see the parish website to register. 
 

The other High School Encounter evenings this year will be 
on December 8, January 19, March 8, and May 3rd. 
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Monday - September 23 
7:00 p.m..   + Doug Will, Mark Norbert, Julie Feldpausch 
  & Living & Deceased Family Members 
 

Tuesday -  September 24 
8:15 a.m.    + Duane Mussell (1st Anniversary) 
 

Wednesday - September 25 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.    + Donna Piggott, Gordon Piggott Jr, Rosalyn 
  Weber & Living & Deceased Family  
  Members 
 

Thursday - September 26 
8:15 a.m.    +  William & Adeline Rademacher & Living & 
  Deceased Family Members 
 

Friday - September 27 
8:15 a.m.    + Dorothy Bradley & Living & Deceased  
  Family Members 
 

Saturday - September 28 
4:30 p.m.     People of the Parish 
 

Sunday - September 29 
8:30 a.m.    + Sylvester & Odelia Feldpausch & Living & 
  Deceased Family Members 
10:30 a.m.  +   Herb Thelen & Living & Deceased Family 
  Members 

 

Readings for the Week of September 22, 2019 
 

Monday  Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6;  
  Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-
  5;Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 9:7 
Friday  Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Sept. 14 & 15 Collection  .…………………….  $12,603.00 

 

Special Collections$ 
Peter’s Pence..……...………………...………........  $200.00 
Spread the Faith…………………………..……..…. $105.00 
Capital Improvements………………………….....  $115.00 
Newspapers & Periodicals………………….……  $152.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Henry David Simon, son of David and 
Ashley (Keusch) Simon 
 
We welcome Henry to our parish family. 

 

Server Schedule 
 

The new server schedule is online. As always, 
thank you for volunteering! The help of adult 
servers is appreciated for weekday morning 
masses now that school has started.  

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Dennis Howard, Pastor 
Fr.dennis@hotmail.com 
 

Luke Goerge, pre-deaconate studies 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 
 

SUPPORT STAFF: 
Adam Halfman, Director of Parish Operations 
Lori Hyland, Bookkeeper 
Becky Miller, Taylor Stump, Kristina Fahey, Receptionists 
Anne Hufnagel, Principal 
     School Phone:  593-2616 
Amy Klein, School Secretary 
Paul Fahey, Director of Religious Education 
     Religious Ed Phone:  593-3174 
Andrea Schneider, Director of Evangelization & Adult 
Faith Formation 
Corey Luna, Youth Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch,  Music Coordinator 
Craig Arens, Parish Council Chairperson 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Tuesdays at 8:00am 

Ushers for September 28 & 29 
 

4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Luke Thelen 
8:30 a.m. - Dean Platte, Adam Platte, Volunteers 
10:30 a.m. - Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley, 
John Rademacher 

 

Servers for this week 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - Faith Phillips, Braxton Myers 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump  
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
 

Servers for September 28 & 29 
  

4:30 p.m. - Collin Feldpausch, Gavin Klein, Volunteers 
8:30 a.m. - Alexander Warnke, Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, 
Ella Hufnagel 
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Olivia & Isaac 
Thelen 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, 
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy 
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, 
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff 
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo 
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, 
Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary 
Schueller, Ray Hamilton, Dolores LaFave, Ralph 
Feldpausch, Sharon Todter and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 


