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From The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s Desk 

Cemetery Sexton Opening 
 

Most Holy Trinity is looking to hire a part 
time sexton for the parish cemetery. 
This position will be paid hourly and will 
be expected to work less than 20 hours 
a week. This person will be responsible 
for working with Ralph Pung and Adam 
Halfman to oversee the cemetery. Some 
expectations include communicating 
with the mowing teams and making sure the equipment is 
ready for them to use, measuring for graves and 
foundations, communicating with the grave digger for 
funerals and ensuring that the cemetery is cleaned up and 
looking nice throughout the year. Anyone who is 
interested should contact Adam Halfman at the parish 
office or Ralph Pung for more information. 

October: Month to reflect on  
the Gift of Life 

 

Join us for the Rosary at the tomb of 
the unborn by the Grotto on Monday 
evenings in October. 
 

October 7 at 7:45 pm 
October 14 at 7:00 pm 
October 21 at 7:45 pm 
October 28 at 7:45 pm 

 

Join us as we pray for the conversion of hearts, for 
mothers in crisis pregnancies, for those involved in 
the abortion industry and for the protection of life at 
all stages. 
Also, we gather in church on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 9am to pray for women considering 
abortion.  
Please consider donating items in the back of the 
crib in the back of church. Suggestions are: 
diapers, bottles, pacifiers, sleepers, receiving 
blankets, onesies, baby toys, etc. 

Healing: Anointing of the sick 
 

Next weekend at all the Liturgies, we will be 
celebrating the Sacrament of the Sick. 
 

Many years ago, when I was a seminarian, I 
served one summer at St. Joseph’s hospital 
in my home town of Chatham, Ontario. I 
assisted the chaplain, Fr. Eugene 
Vanderbiezen, and two religious sisters who 

coordinated the hospital ministry for the patients. I visited 
the hospital rooms each day, prayed with the dying and 
helped Father when people requested the Sacrament of the 
Sick. Every day I went home exhausted, but also feeling 10 
feet off the ground, because of how I witnessed the Lord 
working at the hospital. In particular I was always amazed 
by the Lord’s grace in the Sacrament of the Sick, especially 
as I observed its effects among the patients. Sometimes the 
sacrament would bring great healing and comfort, 
sometimes I witnessed people being emotionally and 
physically healed. When I saw these amazing graces 
poured out I was reminded of the Scripture, where Christ 
sent His disciples out to preach, “they cast out many devils, 
and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed 
them” (Mark 6:13). 
 

We believe God heals in all kinds of ways, physically, 
spiritually and emotionally. One of the special ways that 
God heals us is in the Sacraments. The origin of the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is found In the letter 
of St. James: 
 

“Is anyone among you sick?  He should summon the 
presbyters of the church, and they should pray over 
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord, and 
the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the 
Lord will raise him up. If he has committed any sins, he 
will be forgiven.”     James 5:14-15 
 

The Effects of the Sacrament  
Jesus heals us in many ways, but especially through the 
Sacraments. We have two sacraments called sacraments of 
healing - Confession and the Anointing of the Sick. Both of 
these sacraments illustrate the depth and broad reality of 
healing. In the Gospels we see that repentance and 
conversion precede healing, sometimes courage to seek 
out Jesus for healing, but in all cases we see that the 
person seeking healing has faith. In fact, sometimes 
Scripture clearly points out that the greatest gift of those 
who are healed is the gift of faith. We may never be 
physically healed, but all of us can experience the gift of 
salvation.  
 

Received in faith and in a state of grace, the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick provides the recipient with a 
number of graces, including the fortitude to resist 
temptation in the face of death, when he is weakest; a 
union with the Passion of Christ, which makes his suffering 
holy; and the grace to prepare for death, so that he may 
meet God in hope rather than in fear. If the recipient was 
not able to receive the Sacrament of Confession, Anointing 
also provides forgiveness of sins. And, if it will aid in the 
salvation of his soul, the Anointing of the Sick may restore 
the recipient's health. 
 

Because of our baptism, we are no longer orphans and are 

no longer separated from God. Instead, we become a 
beloved son or daughter of God. Even though this identity 
as a beloved son or daughter should be deeply ingrained in 
each of us, this isn’t always the case.  
 

1. Do you struggle with accepting that you are a beloved 
son or daughter of God? Ask Jesus to heal the places in 
your heart that don’t know you are a beloved son or 
daughter of God.  
 

2. The sacraments are an encounter with the divine 
presence as Jesus as our Physician. Do you seek an 
encounter each day with our Lord? 
 

3. When Adam and Eve sinned, brokenness entered the 
world. But the sacraments are God’s remedy to put things 
back together. What areas of your life do you want God to 
put back together?  
 

4. The Eucharist is capable of healing us in every degree, 
but we don’t always approach it with this expectation or with 
any anticipation of healing. How can you increase your 
sense of awe and of expectation when you encounter the 
real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist?  
 

I invite you to reflect on these questions and ask the 
Lord to heal you and increase your faith. 
 

God bless,    Fr. Dennis 
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28th Annual Life Chain 
Sunday, October 6th from 2:30–3:30 pm. 

 

This is a peaceful prayer witness to 
the sanctity of life. Everyone is invited 
to gather along Grand River Avenue 
from East Lansing to Williamston 
(meeting at Abbot Rd. in downtown E. 
Lansing, Brookfield Plaza, St. Martha 
Church in Okemos or Main Street in 
Williamston near St. Mary’s. 

Anointing of the Sick 
“Is anyone among you sick? He should 
summon the presbyters of the church, 
and they should pray over him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of the 
Lord, and the prayer of faith will save 

the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has 
committed any sins, he will be forgiven.”  James 5:13-15 

 

The weekend of October 5/6th we will celebrate the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick after every 
Mass. The Anointing of the Sick is not a sacrament for 
those only who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon as 
anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from 
sickness or old age, the fitting time for him to receive this 
sacrament has certainly already arrived. 
  ~Catechism of the Catholic Church #1514 

The dinner raffle committee is seeking donations at this 
time for the live and silent auction. If you are interested in 
making a donation, please call the school office.  

 

Tickets on sale  
Becker Furniture 
Saturday, Oct 5  
9:30 am - noon 

Hospital Visits: a reminder 
 

Please let us know if you’re going for surgery or have a 
loved one in the hospital. The privacy laws prevent us from 
calling and asking for parishioners. If you are at Sparrow 
Hospital & tell the hospital at admission that you are 
Catholic, your name will appear on a list that is given to 
volunteers who bring the Eucharist. This does not mean 
that our parish will be aware you are hospitalized. If you are 
hospitalized anywhere other than Sparrow, we do not have 
the ability to be notified, so please be sure to contact our 
office if you would like us to know. 

THE RELIGIOUS SISTERS OF MERCY  
AREACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS  

FOR PRIMARY CARE 

2025 W. CHEESMAN ROAD, ALMA, MI 

www.sacredheartmercy.org 

989-463-3451 

40 Days for Life will be praying 
outside Planned Parenthood in 
Frandor on Wednesdays from 
7am -5pm starting on September 
25th. There will be someone 
there leading the rosary. If you 

have any questions, feel free to contact Rosie 
Feldpausch @ 989-593-3543. 
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Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Upcoming Events: 
Fri., Oct. 4  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tues., Oct. 8  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tues., Oct. 8  Rosary @ grotto after Mass 
Frid., Oct. 11  No School for MHT Students/ 
   Diocesan PD Day 
 

No School:  On Friday, October 11, the teaching staff at 
MHT School will be attending a Lansing Diocesan wide 
professional development day so there will be no school for 
our students on that day. 
 

Think First:  It’s not what you did, but what you could have 
done if you allowed the Lord to work His will in your life.  – 
A.W. Tozer 

Looking for Volunteers! 

We invite you to prayerfully 
consider serving the parish as a 
liturgical minister. We are 
looking for readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion and altar servers. Please pray and call the 
parish office if you would be willing to serve. We will set a 
time with you to be trained. 

 

Attention High School Students: Our high school retreat 
is an excellent opportunity to pull away from your everyday 
life, retreat to a prayerful place and listen to what God is 
trying to say to you! This year our retreat will be held at 
Camp Roger from November. 15-17. Cost is $65. Please 
turn in permission slip and money to the parish office by 
November 3. For more information and to print the 
permission slip, visit our parish website and use the “Youth 
Ministry” tab.  
 

Little Caesars Pizza Kit Drive is underway! Anyone going 
to Steubenville and needing to fundraise should take this 
opportunity to raise money for your trip. The cost for the last 
couple years has been around $300, so funding is 
something that we want to think of ASAP! Forms are at the 
parish office and at the main entrance of the church. Forms 
are due no later than October 21st. On the due date forms 
can be turned in to the parish office.  
 

Spring Break Mission- March 29th- April 4th: During 
Spring Break this year we will be going down to Kentucky 
and serving with Christian Appalachian Project. During our 
stay there we will be working on construction projects with a 
number of volunteers as well as having time to contemplate 
on the Lord’s goodness and pray for more of an outpouring 
of His spirit!! If you are interested then please contact Corey 
Luna ASAP at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com or visit our 
Spring Break Page on our website. Deadline to sign up for 
this trip is December 1, 2019. 

Welcome the Stranger Among Us 
 

Conference on the Pastoral Care of 
Immigrants on Friday, October 11th  
 

Catholic Diocese of Lansing, 228 North 
Walnut Street, Lansing, Madonna Hall. 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore 
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the 
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

Charitable Giving through Life Insurance 
 

A gift of life insurance to the Educational Trust Fund or to 
Most Holy Trinity Parish is an effective way to provide a 
maximum gift for a relatively small amount of actual 
contribution (policy premiums). Some benefits of gifting life 
insurance to you as the donor are: 
Convenience: It is a simple process to designate a beneficiary 
or transfer ownership rights under a new or existing policy. 
Tax Savings: Significant income, estate and gift tax savings 

may be available by effectively planning your gift using 
life insurance. 

Privacy: Unlike a bequest in your will, a life insurance gift is 
not a matter of public record. 

Flexibility: You can choose to name a charitable interest 
(Educational Trust Fund or Most Holy Trinity Parish) as a 
beneficiary on either a new or existing policy. 

Some benefits to the Educational Trust Fund or to Most Holy 
Trinity Parish are: 

Size of the Gift: A gift of life insurance is generally larger 
than if you gifted other assets. 

Avoids Probate: Life insurance proceeds are provided 
immediately rather than waiting for the estate to be settled. 

Full Amount: Life insurance proceeds are generally not 
subject to estate taxes or probate costs so your beneficiary 
receives all of the proceeds you designate.   
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Monday - September 30 
7:00 p.m.    NO MASS (Convocation) 
 

Tuesday - October 1 
8:15 a.m.     NO MASS (Convocation) 
 

Wednesday - October 2 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.     NO MASS (Convocation) 
 

Thursday - October 3 
8:15 a.m.      NO MASS (Convocation) 
 

Friday - October 4 
8:15 a.m.    + Alfred & Seraphine Halfmann & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Saturday - October 5 
4:30 p.m.    + Frank & Bernita Thelen & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Sunday - October 6 
8:30 a.m.    + Janet Armbrustmacher (1st Anniversary) 
  Including Ray  
10:30 a.m.     People of the Parish 

 

Readings for the Week of September 29, 2019 
 

Monday  Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23; 
  Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday  Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Thursday Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11;  
  Lk 10:1-12 
Friday  Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Lk 10:13-16 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for the sanctity of life at all stages. May our 
prayers during Pro-Life month protect the unborn 
and give comfort to those in crisis pregnancies. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Sept. 21 & 22 Collection  .………………...…....  $8,178.80 

 

Special Collections$ 
Peter’s Pence..……...………………...………............  $5.00 
Spread the Faith………………………………....…. $195.00 
Capital Improvements………………………….....  $250.00 
Newspapers & Periodicals………………….…..…  $37.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

Ushers for October 5 & 6 
 

4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen, 
Mike Koenigsknecht 
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung, 
Kurt Koenigsknecht 
10:30 a.m. - Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil Feldpausch, 
Volunteer 

 

Servers for this week 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - NO MASS  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - NO MASS  
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - NO MASS  
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - NO MASS  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 
 

Servers for October 5 & 6 
  

4:30 p.m. - Brooke, Emily & Amber Epkey, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Nate & Katie Spicer 
10:30 a.m. - Chad Klein, Paige & Carter Thelen, Hudson 
Phillips 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, 
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy 
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, 
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff 
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo 
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, 
Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary 
Schueller, Ray Hamilton, Ralph Feldpausch, and a special 
intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
Lowell Granite Company 

Special Mass of Celebration of  
Wedding Anniversaries with our Bishop 

 

A special Anniversary Mass will be held at 
St. Thomas Aquinas in East Lansing on Sat. 
Oct. 5, 2019 at 4:30 pm for married couples 
celebrating their first anniversary in 2019 as 

well as for all couples celebrating a significant anniversary. 
 

A cake and punch reception will follow the Mass in Fr. Mac 
Hall. You are asked to RSVP. Family members and friends 
are also invited to share this day with you and to rejoice the 
commitment of love witnessed through the Sacrament of 
Matrimony. Couples are encouraged to arrive early so they 
can be seated in a reserved section for Mass. Please 
contact Cheryl Olsen at (517) 342-2556 or by email: 
colsen@dioceseoflansing.org. 


