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From The Pastor’s Desk

This week I have asked Kayla Nelson to share about our
music program
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
It’s wild to think that I’m beginning my
fourth school year at MHT! But because
it’s that time of year again, I want to take
some time to explain aspects of the music
ministry and invite you to take part.
The “ministry” in music ministry has two
expressions. It’s a service to the
congregation and God, so in that way, the
people involved minister to the community.
What I think is lacking in many church
music programs, however, is ministering to the choir
members and musicians themselves. This means that
being a part of the program should fill people even as they
give. For me, this has meant selecting music that helps us
pray and ultimately deepens our understanding of God. It
means providing an opportunity for people to take time to
connect with each other and God amidst going to
basketball games and band concerts. It has meant picking
music that the choirs can feel good about singing, even
when the learning curve is sometimes challenging.
You do not need to be able to read music to join choir. You
don’t have to have a solo-ready voice or availability every
single week. Half the current adult choir members don’t
read music; I never have anyone sing solo who hasn’t
expressed interest and capability; and most of the year,
choir members can come and go as they need to for
weekly rehearsals and Sunday Masses. What makes the
group cohesive is that everyone has a shared love of music
and contributes to a steadily growing community of people
who genuinely enjoy spending time together and singing
together.
In other words, if you feel any interest in music ministry at
all, I don’t want fears about not being good enough or not
having enough time to scare you off! It is genuinely exciting
to me every time someone takes the step to just try things
out. This ministry is about being willing to give, receive, and
learn along the way. It’s not about being perfect to begin
with! With that being said, I want to give you a quick
overview of various ways to get involved.
Funeral Choir: This is a very simple come-as-you-can
group. If you’re around during weekday or Saturday
mornings when there’s a funeral scheduled, feel free to
come up to the choir loft and sing. There is no rehearsal
and no expectation that you have to consistently show up
at every funeral to sing. If you’re available, enjoy singing,
and want to participate in this ministry to families, come
when you are able. It’s a really beautiful and important
ministry to celebrate our hope in the Resurrection as we
remember our loved ones.
Adult Choir: The community of people in this choir is
reason enough to join! We’ve had a couple new people join
each year I’ve been here, and every time, it’s awesome to
see how the group dynamic develops. The best part about
the group is the consistency; we get to see each other
every week for rehearsals and every Sunday for Mass
(although members can come as they are able), so the
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amount of growth that happens is really encouraging. I
consistently get feedback that this has helped choir
members be more present and involved in the Mass,
helped them to connect to God by praying through music,
and given them an outlet for their own time during the week.
Rehearsals: Men meet on Thursday 9/12 at 7:15 pm and
Thursday 9/19 at 7:00 pm.
Women meet on Wednesday 9/11 & 9/18 at 7:30 pm.
Full group rehearsal on Wednesday 9/25 at 7:30 pm.
Children’s Choir: Over the past year, we shifted the focus
away from simply preparing a monthly Mass toward
cultivating prayer and praise. Music is such a powerful way
to experience God’s love and to praise Him and show love
in return, and in the already-busy lives of students, singing
to God should be freeing, not just another item on the to-do
list. For that reason, we will continue a schedule of separate
2nd-4th grade and 5th-8th grade rehearsals with joint
worship and adoration once each month. The children’s
choir will also sing for 4:30 Christmas Eve, 10:30 Easter
Sunday, and 4:30 First Communion Mass this year. This
group is open to public school, Catholic school, and
homeschool students, and rehearsals begin in October.
High School Youth Band: Music is consistently one of the
most powerful aspects of an encounter with the Lord on
retreats and conferences. This group fosters the ability to
continue to grow in that form of prayer. To work with the
ever-busy schedule of high school students, we meet 45
minutes before 10:30 Mass to rehearse. We sing once a
month, and students can be updated about the group by
emailing me at: kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com.
Cantors & Accompanists: If you are looking to sing for
Mass or play piano/organ, I am happy to work with you and
coach you through that process. I never throw anyone right
in to do Masses by themselves; I will walk with you through
things and help you learn and gain confidence. To discuss
opportunities, please email me at:
kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com.
Thank you, and I hope to see some new faces soon!
-Kayla Nelson

Looking for Volunteers!
We invite you to prayerfully consider serving the
parish as a liturgical minister. We are looking for
readers,
extraordinary
ministers
of
Holy
Communion and altar servers. Please pray and call
the office if you would be willing to serve. We will
be having a liturgical training on Thursday,
September 12th at 6:30 pm. This training time is
for all liturgical ministries who are presently
serving and for those who are new to liturgical
service.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174
2019/2020 Religious Ed - 1st - 8th grade religious ed
begins the week of September 9th. The first High School
Encounter religious ed night is September 22 at 6:30pm.
If you haven't registered your student for religious ed, you can find
the online form here:mhtparish.com/religious-education
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com
Retreat Misconceptions - Don’t let the idea of a retreat
intimidate you, these retreats are for people of all levels of
faith. We try to keep things at a level that no one will feel
overwhelmed. We often have people share with us that they
had fears of feeling judged or not being smart enough to
attend, but quickly realized once the retreat started that
there was nothing to worry about. We hope to provide an
opportunity for people to get away to a relaxing
environment, which is something that most are in need of!
The Educational Trust Fund Annual Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 17th at 8pm. If you have any questions/
suggestions regarding the ETF, feel free to attend this
meeting. Everyone is welcome. This meeting will be held at
the K of C hall because of rectory office construction.
Dear Friends in Christ,
The pastors of Clinton County are working to form an
outreach to our Hispanic brothers and sisters in our region.
Each parish has contributed to hiring a religious sister who
will be our county coordinator for Hispanic Ministry. One
thing that she will need is a vehicle to make pastoral visits
and work with the various pastors. If you have a used
vehicle that you would be willing to donate to the ministry or
make a donation toward the purchase of a vehicle, please
contact Suzana Chapa Vargas, Coordinator of the Hispanic
Ministry for the Diocese of Lansing. 517-342-2520 or email
schapa@dioceseoflansing.org
Pray for our Christian Brothers and Sisters
who are being persecuted for their
Christian faith
Eritrea: 150 Christians arrested on account
of their faith: Eritrea’s government has
arrested 150 Christians in just 3 months, while
dragging others before courts and asking them
to "renounce Christ”. The first 70 were
arrested on 23 June in Keren. Almost 2 months
Icon of Mary the Help later, on August 18th, 80 more were arrested in
of Persecuted
Godayef, and taken to a nearby police station
Christians
before disappearing. The 70 prisoners arrested
in June are being held in prison in Ashufera. The term “prison”
refers to a number of underground tunnels that the prisoners are
forced to extend, by digging, whenever more are brought in.
“Renounce Christ”: On top of the 150 arrested for their faith,
many more have been asked - before a judge - to renounce their
faith, more specifically, to “renounce Christ.” On August 16th six
Christian government employees were taken to court and asked to
give up their faith. After replying that they were not willing to,
they were set free, as they await a verdict. Twenty-one Catholicrun hospitals have been closed down, the last on July 8th of this
year. Each of them offered free healthcare to over 170 thousand
people a year – it took a month to confiscate and close down
every single one of the clinics, most in rural areas.

Website: mhtparish.com

Dismemberment Bill
There has been a lot of public discussion over what is termed the
“dismemberment bill” which is claiming to overturn abortion. I
have to share with you that I am disturbed by this.
Not long ago, the “Heartbeat Bill” was proposed for Michigan.
The heartbeat bill ends abortion the moment a heartbeat is
detected - about 6 weeks on the ultrasound. Many said that it will
never stand up. What we do know is, it will be challenged and
end up in the U.S. Supreme Court which is what we want
because it is the arrow in the heart of Roe v Wade. The Court has
said if enough states pass heartbeat bills, they will hear it. So far,
28 states have passed heartbeat legislation; the Nation is waiting
for Michigan.
What is most disturbing is The Dismemberment bill says on
Page 3, Line 13: "Dismemberment abortion does not include
an abortion that uses suction to dismember and remove the
body of a fetus from the uterus." So you can't use D & E to
dismember or decapitate the head of a baby but you can use
suction. This is another example of handing a victory to the pro
death forces.
This weekend there will be representatives from the Heartbeat
Coalition with a petition to pass the Heartbeat Bill. They will
also be glad to answer any questions you have. I obviously can’t
tell you what to do, but I can share with you
that in good conscience, I will never support
this dismemberment bill and will not use our
parish resources to do so. I feel you need to
know about this. Let us pray that the Lord
will bring the truth of all of this to light.
God bless, Fr. Dennis

Pilgrimage to Rome, the Vatican and Assisi
April 26 - May 5h 2020 with Fr. Dennis Howard
Join us for a spiritual journey to the heart of
the Church and the home of St. Francis of
Assisi. We will have time as well to enjoy
and take in Italian culture.

If you or you know someone who might be interested,
Please contact Fr. Dennis at Most Holy Trinity parish
office 989-593-2162
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel,
restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, September 10
Tuesday, September 17
Monday, September. 23

Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
8th Grade to Catholic
Schools’ Mass @ Cathedral
We are protected: Through all of the brokenness and
weariness that wears and tears on the human heart, the
love of God keeps us from wreckage. The ship may rock
heavy against the tide, but Hallelujah, He remains in control
and we remain in Him, protected, directed, whole.
– M H Nichols
Rosary Congress
Everyone is invited to a Rosary Congress
which will be held on Saturday, October
6th through Sunday, October 13th..
The location of the congress will at St.
Michael’s parish in Grand Ledge. The
Congress will open with Mass on
October 6th and close with Mass at 11 am. on October 13th. The
Congress is looking for individuals to participate in Perpetual
Adoration for a 24 hour period. Most Holy Trinity is being
asked to cover the following time: From 12 noon on October
10th until 12 noon on Friday, October 11th. If you would be
interested in volunteering, please contact the parish office.
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28th Annual Life Chain
Sunday, October 6 from 2:30–3:30 pm.
This is a peaceful prayer witness to the
sanctity of life.
Everyone is invited to gather along Grand
River Avenue from East Lansing to
Williamston (meeting at Abbot Rd. in downtown East Lansing,
Brookfield Plaza, St. Martha Church in Okemos or Main Street
in Williamston near St. Mary’s.)

“Whoever does not
carry his own cross
cannot follow me”
Luke 14: 26

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, September 9, 2019
1:00 to 6:45 p.m.
St. Mary Parish Hall, Westphalia
There continues to be a critical shortage of life saving
blood so please consider donating blood. To schedule an
appointment, visit redcrossblood.org (sponsor code:
Westphalia) or call 1-800-REDCROSS. Walk-in donors are
always welcome too. We hope to see you there! Bring
along a friend!
Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild & Knights of Columbus

Generous University Scholarships &
Opportunity for a Free College Visit
Attention high school seniors! Ave Maria
University (near Naples, FL) is offering the
Michigan Scholarship ($28,000 over 4
years) and the Michigan Homeschool
Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years) to local
Catholic students, making an authentic
Catholic education truly affordable. Additional institutional
and federal aid are available. You are also invited to
participate in the 2019 AMU Michigan Fly-In, which is a
FREE college visit to AMU TH, Oct. 1 – SUN, Nov. 3,
including airfare, lodging, food, etc. Limited spots available!
For more information or to apply for the Fly-In, visit
www.avemariafoundation.org.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Clover Carpet Cleaning

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Second Publication
Trent Becker & Krista Jandernoa
Henry Louis Martin and Sawyer Scott
Martin, sons of Scott & Krista (Fedewa)
Martin
Mason Michael Hurren, son of Nick and
Beth (Fedewa) Hurren
We welcome Henry, Sawyer, and Mason to our parish
family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen,
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber,
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer,
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers,
Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary
Schueller, Ray Hamilton, Dolores LaFave, Ralph
Feldpausch, Sharon Todter and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in back of church.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 Collection .……………..... $10,165.00
Special Collections
Assumption……………………………..……....…..… $5.00
ETF …………………...………………...……........ $1,125.00
Peter’s Pence……………………………………..…. $30.00
Capital Improvements…………………………..... $120.00
Newspapers & Periodicals………………………. $218.00

Monday - September 9
7:00 p.m.. + Ferdinand & Anna Knoop & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Tuesday - September 10
8:15 a.m. + Virginia Thoma
Wednesday - September 11
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m. + Helen Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - September 12
8:15 a.m. + Mass of Thanksgiving for all who
remembered the Dan Fedewa family at the
time of his passing
Friday - September 13
8:15 a.m. + Richard VanElls
Saturday - September 14
4:30 p.m. + Charles & Mary Smith & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Sunday - September 15
8:30 a.m. + Maynard Wirth & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
10:30 a.m.
People of the Parish

Ushers for September 14 & 15
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn
Thelen
10:30 a.m. - Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Keith Weber,
Volunteer

Servers for this week
Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - Peter & Xavier Simon
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer

Servers for September 14 & 15
4:30 p.m. - Brooke, Emily, Amber Epkey, & Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Jack Schafer, Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth
10:30 a.m. - Dominic Horak, Braeden Andros, Chad Klein,
& Volunteer
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for the simple gifts and blessings God sends
us each day.
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Readings for the Week of September 8, 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Col 1:24—2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11
Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:12-19
Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab; Lk
6:20-26
Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 6:27-38
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11;
Lk 6:39-42

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

