Most Holy Trinity, Fowler
September 9, 2018

“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears
of the deaf be cleared, then will the lame leap like
a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing.”
Isaiah 35:6

“The soul is like an uninhabited world,
that comes to life only when God lays
His hands on us” St. Thomas Aquinas
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From The Pastor’s Desk

This week I have asked Kayla Feldpausch to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
Hello everyone! I’m writing to talk not
only
about
some
changes
to
children’s choir this year, but also
revisiting the vision for music
ministry. As I’ve written before, music
has been one of the primary ways I
talk to God and receive his love in
prayer. It’s been a respite for me from
stress. In college, I pushed myself as
hard or harder than I had in high
school to keep top-notch grades and
maintain a diverse resume, but I had one wonderful
hour a day where I could just enter the choir room
and sing with 70 other talented students. Parents
know that their children are busier now than ever
with demanding academics, sports travel teams, and
5000 extracurriculars. As a result, we’re raising one
of the most anxious generations yet. Everything is a
performance, a competition, and from a young age
we’re pushed to be the best we can possibly be at
everything.
I’ve spent a lot of time considering children's’ choir
in light of this performance culture. As a music
director, it’s most important to me that those
involved in music ministry really encounter God and
learn to pray through the music. As I evaluated the
children’s choir program, it became apparent that
working with such a wide variety of ages together at
once and pushing them through preparations for
regular Masses was not accomplishing that
fundamental goal. As I looked at what had been
successful, where the students came away the most
excited and thoughtful, the time of adoration we had
during Lent last year came to mind. W e didn’t end up
singing for a Mass during Lent, so I was free to just
select music to learn for the sake of singing and
praying it, not in preparation for any event. Those
were the songs the students loved the most and
begged to sing again in later rehearsals. W e had a
relaxed time of Eucharistic adoration where we sang
the music we’d been able to learn in the last few
weeks, and it ended up being one of the highlights of
the choir year.
Based on those moments, I decided to move the
focus away from constantly preparing for a Mass to
sing, and instead toward facilitating encounter and
prayer. W e had the most fruitful rehearsals last year
when there wasn’t a stressful agenda to maintain.
Students are already pressured all the time to be on
a schedule and do something for the sake of the
grade, win, or award rather than for the sake of the
thing itself. Therefore, I’m restructuring children’s
choir to revolve around prayer and music at a
simpler pace. For the Fall, I’ve structured three basic
units where we’ll learn music in two separate age
groups relevant to encountering God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit uniquely. For the first two units,
we’ll have a third week where we’ll come together for
Eucharistic adoration or simply prayer and music.
During December, we’ll be preparing for the
Christmas Eve Mass.
In summary, the children’s choir will still sing for 3
major Masses this year: Christmas, Easter, and First
Communion. The other months will be centered more
simply around learning music that helps the students
understand God and learn to communicate with Him
through music. The sessions will run OctoberDecember and February - April (plus the first
weekend in May for 1st Holy Communion). I’m
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hoping this allows for greater flexibility for families,
as I know how busy the various times of the year can
get, and that it makes choir less of another task
students have to accomplish and more a place where
they can just come and sing for the sake of doing it.
In light of the whole vision for music ministry, it is
essential that we don’t lose sight of the ultimate goal:
to give glory to God through the music we sing and
play. I don’t ever want our program to become too
wrapped up in a performance mentality. Music should
give people a breath of freedom from the chaos of
life, whether that is experienced by having an hour a
week away from it all to sing in one of the choirs or to
simply close your eyes and take in the music as a
member of the congregation.
As always, contact me at kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
with any questions or feedback. I’m excited to be in
the midst of my third year here, and ask that you
keep me and the whole music ministry in your
prayers.
God Bless ~ Kayla
More Choir Information…
Adult Choir: Our first Mass of the year will be
September 16th. I'm excited to see you all again!
Children's Choir: This choir will begin meeting
again in October, and will run for the first 3
Tuesdays of every month. The first week is 2nd4th grade, the second week 5th-8th, and the last
week we will have prayer and Eucharistic
adoration together (2nd-8th grade). Please see the
website or check your emails for further details.
If you'd like to receive children's choir updates,
please email me at kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com

Please plan to attend the GSCR Lansing Awareness event
on Sat., Sept.15 from 1-3pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish
Hall, 219 Seymour Ave, Lansing. Learn the benefits of
having Catholic Radio available to the Lansing Community.
Speakers include Bishop Boyea, radio personalities Al
Kresta and Frank Pomarico, with Bill Kassel and Deacon
Tom Loewe providing entertainment.
Looking for Volunteers
Have you been wondering how you
could help out at MHT? Here are a
couple of areas you might think
about!
We are in need of someone to assist
with weekday mass set-up. Training
is provided.
Also, we are looking for a group of
volunteers (men & women) that would be willing to help set
up tables, chairs, placemats, cups, etc. in the Activity
Center for funeral dinners. If you are interested in helping
when you are available, please contact the parish office. An
email will be sent when there is a dinner, and we would ask
that you let us know if you are able to help. Thank you!

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly
Diocesan Assembly 2018, Saturday, September 22nd
Eucharistic Procession, Inspiring speakers,
All Diocesan Mass
Join thousands of Catholics from across our Diocese at St.
Mary Cathedral in Lansing and the Breslin
Center as we gather in prayer, witness,
and worship to celebrate the reason God made us:
for happiness with Him in this life and the next!
Register Today at the Diocese of Lansing website
Admission is FREE!
Prayer for Diocesan Assembly
Heavenly Father, you alone are the source of hope
for all humanity. Send your Holy Spirit to help each
of us answer the call of the New Evangelization to
deepen our faith, grow in confidence to proclaim
the Gospel and boldly witness to the saving grace
of your Son, Jesus Christ. Bless us as we gather
for the Diocesan Assembly on September 22 to deepen our
commitment to Christ’s call to announce the Gospel of the
Lord. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the
earth. Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us. St. John Paul
the Great, pray for us. Amen.

FAQs about our upcoming MHT weekend retreat.
We hope this section is helpful as you
prayerfully consider attending this parish
sponsored event.
8.
What
will
accommodations
be like?
The Bethany House
in Dewitt is set up
like a hotel so you can expect everything to be provided
that you would get when you stay at a hotel. You aren’t
required to share a room or bathroom unless you would
like to. Meals for the weekend are provided (all day
Saturday through breakfast on Sunday), as well as snacks
throughout the weekend. You’re also welcome to bring
your own snacks and drinks if you prefer. We will
accommodate special dietary needs, so just let us know if
there is anything that you need.
9. Why now? I’m thinking that I will
just go on the next one.
You know your life and responsibilities
better than we do, so we’re definitely not
going to try to tell you what to do.
But...we encourage you to really take it
to prayer if the Lord is calling you to
attend this weekend. We often don’t give
the Lord enough credit for what He can do in our lives.
Most Holy Trinity is committed to providing these retreats
because we have seen how powerfully the Lord works
through them and how the lives of people have changed
through attending We’re never going to be perfectly ready
to make something like this work in our schedule or be in
the perfect place with God. Rather we need to make a
commitment to Him and give Him an opportunity to work
in our lives. If you really think about it, if God is going to
give you a powerful experience on the retreat and change
your life for the better, why would you want to put that off?

Website: mhtparish.com
Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Dates:
Friday, September 14
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Education Commission: MHT School is still looking for
additional members of the Education Commission. This
commission serves as an advisory panel to the principal
and staff regarding school issues. Issues range from dress
code, athletic policy, school improvements, marketing, etc.
The commission meets monthly in the months of
September, October, November, January, February, March,
April and May. If you are interested, please contact the
school office at 593-2616. You do not need to be a parent
of a current MHT School student in order to participate.
Job Opening
St. Joseph Parish in Pewamo is seeking a full time
Maintenance/Custodial Person. Position Description:
perform general cleaning and maintenance duties to
maintain parish and school buildings, walkways and
grounds. Responsible for keeping all equipment in a clean
and functional condition. See the parish website
(stjosephpewamo.org) for more information.
Blood Drive in Westphalia
Please join us for the September 10th
blood drive, 1:00 – 6:45, to be held in the
St. Mary Parish Hall. The weather is still
great, and the crops are still ripening so
let’s all make a wonderful contribution to
the Red Cross.
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church.
Calling all Quilters
Quilters are needed to complete a quilt for
the 2019 parish festival. Quilting will take
place Monday, September 24 through
Friday the 28th beginning at 10am in the
Msgr Esper Room. Any help is appreciated!
For more information, call Loraine Schmitt
at 593-2136

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

K-13 Physical Therapy

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Shared Pregnancy Golf Scramble
Shared Pregnancy Women's Center
is hosting its annual golf scramble!
Where: College Fields
When: Saturday, September 15th.
Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a
continental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, gift bag, and prizes. Player
registration is $75 individual/foursome is $300. Come out for
a great day of golf and support Shared Pregnancy so they
can continue helping women in unexpected pregnancies,
and walking alongside families with young children. To
register, sponsor or for more information, visit
www.sharedpregnancy.org/events

Walk to Fight Suicide
Join us for the Lansing/Capital Area Out of the Darkness
Community Walk. Proceeds benefit local and national
suicide prevention and awareness programs of the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP).
Learn more at afsp.org/lansing.
When: Sunday, September 30th beginning at 9:30 am
Where: Hawk Island Park1601 E. Cavanaugh Rd.
Lansing, MI 48910
Phone: (517) 676-2233
Westphalia Cemetery Walk
The Fifth Westphalia Cemetery Walk will be Sunday,
September 16, at 2:00 pm at St Mary's Cemetery,
Westphalia. This year we will be portraying: Corporal
Ronald Spitzley, who made the ultimate sacrifice at the
age of 19 at the Battle of the Bulge. Also, Elizabeth
Hengesbach who may have been a woman ahead of her
time... she was a reporter for the Fowler Post and was the
family driver to such places as Chicago, IL and New Ulm,
MN. Robert Trierweiler will be remembered as our tall,
jovial postmaster, but before that, he served in the
European War Zone and was seriously injured in
Mastricht, Holland. Leo Adalbert Bauer came to
Westphalia in 1914 to join his brother in the poured
concrete business. For many years they built 30 silos a
year. The Bauers also built the beautiful Fish Pond in the
St Mary's Cemetery. Maria Katherina Miller Fedewa along
with her husband Adam and their five children sailed the
"Louis Philippe" with 70 others and all arrived safely in the
Westphalia settlement in September 1841. This is a free
family fun event with history included. If you have
ancestors from the Westphalia area, you should truly enjoy
this event. Cider and cookies will be provided. Golf carts
will be available if you need assistance. Chairs are
provided at each of the five sites. Donations are always
accepted. Any questions call Margie Wirth 989 640 4437
or Evelyn Weiland 989 587 6839.

St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt MI
Join us as we utilize many forms of prayer, including
Ignatian guided meditation, journaling, music, and
movement prayer, to clarify God’s unique plan for our own
balance between prayer and service. Basic movements will
be taught which can be done by anyone, regardless of age,
experience or physical limitation. Opportunities for optional
Mass and/or Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered.
This retreat is presented by Janene Ternes. Cost is $55 and
includes materials and lunch.
Attention high school seniors!
Ave Maria University (near Naples,
FL) is offering the Michigan
Scholarship ($28,000 over 4 years)
and the Michigan Homeschool
Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years)
to local Catholic students, making an
authentic Catholic education truly
affordable. Additional institutional
and federal aid available are also
available.
You are also invited to participate in
the 2018 AMU Michigan Fly-In, which
is a FREE college visit to AMU TH,
Nov. 1 – SAT, Nov. 3, including
airfare, lodging, food, etc. Limited
spots available! For more information or to apply for the FlyIn, visit www.avemariafoundation.org.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Third Publication
Cameron Bongard & Cassaundra Koenigsknecht
Owen Benjamin Klein, son of Josh Klein and
Elizabeth (Thelen) Klein
We welcome Owen to our parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet
Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell, Richard
Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin,
Mike Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Duane Mussell, Terry Hodges,
Jeff Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, and a special
intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is
being thankful for the simple gifts and blessings
God sends each day.

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
September 1 & 2Collection .……………..….. $10,780.00
Special Collections
Capital Improvement…………………..……...…… $12.00
Newspapers …………………..…...………............ $130.00
Faith Appeal……………………………………….....… $2.00

Readings for the Week of September 9, 2018
Monday
1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:611
Tuesday
1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b;
Lk 6:12-19
Wednesday
1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17;
Lk 6:20-26
Thursday
1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 1314ab,
23-24; Lk 6:27-38
Friday
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
Saturday
1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;
Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Monday - September 10
7:00 p.m. + Helen Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Tuesday - September 11
8:15 a.m. + Richard & Marsha Simmon including Stacy
Wednesday - September 12
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m.
+ Howard & Harriett Cavanaugh & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Thursday - September 13
8:15 a.m. + Reynold & Rita Goerge & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Friday - September 14
8:15 a.m. + Ron Soyka (1st Anniversary)
Saturday - September 15
1:00 p.m.
Wedding of Cameron Bongard &
Cassaundra Koenigsknecht
4:30 p.m.. + Clem & Pauline Armbrustmacher & Living
& Deceased Members of the Family
Sunday - September 16
8:30 a.m.. + Mary Anne Esch & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
10:30 a.m.
People of the Parish

Ushers
Saturday & Sunday, September 15 & 16
4:30 p.m. – Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. – Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung,
Kurt Koenigsknecht
10:30 a.m.. – Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley,
John Rademacher

Altar Servers
During This Week
Mon., 7 p.m. -Aaron & Josie Simon
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Weds., 7 p.m. - Nate & Kate Spicer, Megan Hufnagel
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT school volunteer
Saturday & Sunday, September 15 & 16
4:30 p.m. - Sam, Anna, & Jack Vanneste, Roman Schafer
8:30 a.m.. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Owen Simon, Ella
Hufnagel
10:30 a.m. - Chad Klein, Hudson Phillips, Kiley Bengel,
Maria Wieber
September 9, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

