It’s hard to believe that Advent is right around the corner. Back by popular demand is
our Advent Pray and Prepare prayer prompts. Last year we focused on creating good
habits in prayer and different ways to pray. We had over 150 people follow along on that
journey, it was amazing! This year our focus is on the salvation story, the good news of
the gospel!

Fr. John Riccardo, author of the book “Rescued, the Unexpected and Extraordinary News
of the Gospel” breaks down the gospel message into 4 themes: created, captured,
rescued, response. Over the next 4 weeks of Advent we will be touching on these 4
themes of the basic gospel message. It’s important to know this message, because
ultimately God'’s story is part of our story. Fr. Riccardo has a great video on the power of
the gospel. You can watch this video by scanning the QR Code or going to our website.

The gospel message is life changing! God sent his son to earth, to be born of a virgin and
take on flesh... but why? Jesus came into this world because we were in need of a
saviour! The birth of Jesus is a glorious event, but we must never forget why he came.
Jesus came to earth to rescue us and free us from our sins. This is GOOD NEWS! But
sadly over time, this message of salvation has been watered down or forgotten. When
we look at the world around us we wonder what has happened, how did we get here?
We live in a world that has forgotten its identity, that has forgotten its story - the gospel!

Take time this Advent season to dive into the good news. For those who followed along
last year, there is no need to do anything, you are already enrolled. For those joining us
this time around, it's simple just txt: PRAYMHT to: 84576. Prayer prompts will be sent to
you via email or txt (depending on what you sign up for). We will also post these on our
Facebook page and our website. There will also be a print out available for those who
don’t have access to these various media outlets.

In an effort to keep families praying together we will include, NEW this year, a section for
kids! The Children’s Corner will include coloring pages and activities for the family to do
together. This will be especially geared towards the younger children through
elementary. Our middle school students at the Catholic School will follow along with
the weekly themes. And we encourage all our high school students to sign up and
follow along with the parish.



