Last week we spent time reflecting on the beauty of God’s creation, and even more, the fact that
God chose to create us out of pure love, because HE desired us. Yet, as we live out each day,
we don’t always feel loved (be assured, we are!) or recognize the beauty in humanity. Instead,
we often feel frustrated by the world around us. We experience suffering and hurt. We see
horrific headlines in the news about violent acts all over the world and in our very state. We see
heated arguments and bickering everywhere we look online. Why? If God created us “very
good” and wanted good things for us, for us to feel loved, why on Earth are we seeing discord,
hurt, and suffering so often?!

Well, to put it succinctly, because this world and its inhabitants (including myself), are broken.
Sin entered the world at the time of The Fall and nothing has been the same since. The Fall isn’t
simply a story we tell our children, but an event that has real and lasting effects on us to this
very day. No matter how hard we try to mask it, it's the truth. Satan has dominion over this world
and he is very much active in his kingdom. He uses the same tactics and lies today that he used
in the garden, primarily, that God is not a good Father and we can’t trust Him. Yet, we often
forget this reality.

To better understand the impact of the fall, imagine you’ve been captured. You’re lowered to the
bottom of a dried up well. There are no stones to grip, no steps in the wall, no rope to climb.
There is absolutely no way out. Your only contact is your captor, who brings just enough food
and water to keep you alive. Each time he does, he peers down at you from the top of the well,
giving an evil laugh as he walks away, while you stare at the sky above, hoping, praying, for
some way out. However, you know there is no escaping... Unless someone comes to save you.

My friends, this is the awful situation humanity found itself in after the fall. We were slaves to
Satan and under his dominion in this world with no way out, stuck in an endless, hopeless
situation we couldn’t get ourselves out of. No amount of good works or sacrifices offered could
atone for our sins or defeat our captor. Instead, it would take God himself to “bind the strong
man,” and set us free. (Mark 3:27)

Now praise be to God, He did just that, so don’t despair (more on that next week!) But it's
important for us to know that evil is real, sin is real, and so are its effects. This life is not lived in
neutral territory, but in fact we are at war. Satan is real, and his fight is against us, not God.
Satan knows that he can’t contend with God, which is why we desperately need God’s saving
grace in our lives! The better we understand our helplessness, the more amazing and powerful
the Gospel, the Good News, becomes as we further understand the depths of love our Saviour
has for us!

“So I'll Run to the Father again, and again, and again, and again”



