Last week we reflected on what life was like after the fall. Once sin entered the world, it
became a dark place. Generation after generation fell prey to the devil and his evil and
tricky tactics. Humanity fell prey to the lies of the devil and all hope seemed to have
disappeared. But God sent a prophet Isaiah, and he preached of a Saviour, “A shoot
shall sprout from the stump of Jesse” and “he will destroy death forever.” God wanted
to remind his people of his love, that despite their sinful way and their imperfections, he
still loved them! God had a plan!

In Isaiah chapter 49 we hear him speak about God’s plan, “the prey of the tyrant shall
be rescued, for | will contend with those who contend with you.” Jesus will rage war
against the devil and He will rescue his people! It goes on to say “Then all flesh shall
know that | am the Lord your Saviour, and your Redeemer.” In the book “Rescued”, Fr.
John Riccardo goes on to better explain the word redeemer. To understand this word
choice, he explains that in ancient Israel, goel, the Hebrew word for redeemer, was
referred to the male family member who had an obligation to act on behalf of his
relatives in time of need. The example he gave was, if a family member was sold into
slavery, the goel was obligated to buy the person back from his captor.

Jesus is our goel, our redeemer! God fought to free us from the grips of the devil, to
rescue us from sin and darkness. He saved us from our sins by dying on the cross!
Jesus wasn'’t giving up on the cross, he was actually fighting back! Jesus chose the
cross. The gospel of John states, “No one takes (my life) from me, but | lay it down on
my own.”(10:18) Jesus continues to speak to the disciples before his passion and says,
“take courage, | have conquered the world.” (16:33)

What looked like defeat, became the greatest triumphant act of all time! The cross is no
longer a sign of weakness, but of victory. “And even when you were dead [in]
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought you to life along with
him, having forgiven us all our transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, with its
legal claims, which was opposed to us, he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to
the cross; despoiling the principalities and the powers, he made a public spectacle of
them, leading them away in triumph by it.” Colossians 2: 13-15.

So let us rejoice in this good news! That we have a redeemer, someone who is willing
to pay the price for our sins!

“The dead will rise and give You praise,
wood and nails will not hold them down”



