
​Let’s recap the story of salvation so far.  First, God created us and all of creation,​
​because he loved us.  Sin entered the world, and we were captured, enslaved to sin​
​and darkness.  God came into the darkness to rescue us, and he did that by dying on​
​the cross.  Week 4 of our Advent Pray and Prepare is Response.  Fr. John Riccardo​
​writes in his book​​Rescued​​, “Each of us are meant to be heralds of the gospel.”  We are​
​called to go out and share the good news!​

​Good news is meant to be shared!  A beautiful example of sharing the good news can​
​be found in the nativity story.  We will hear the Gospel story of Jesus’s birth in a few​
​days.  In Luke’s Gospel, God chooses very ordinary people, a group of shepherds that​
​were living in the fields keeping watch over their sheep, to go and share the news that​
​the saviour had been born.  There was nothing extraordinary about these shepherds,​
​but God chose them to be heralds of the good news.  It says the angel of the Lord​
​appeared to them and said “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of​
​great joy that will be for all the people.  For today in the city of David a savior has been​
​born to you who is Messiah and Lord.” (Luke 2:8-13)​

​Much like the shepherds we are to be heralds of the birth of Jesus, we too are called to​
​go and proclaim the good news of great joy!  Fr. John Riccardo writes, “Jesus​
​commissioned all of us - not just his apostle but​​all of us -​​to be heralds of the gospel.”​
​We must not shy away from this calling.  We must remember that the gospel itself is​
​power, we do not need to worry about what to say.  Fr. John Riccardo goes on to say,​
​“the message itself changes lives, regardless of how well or how badly we communicate​
​it.”  The same message the angel spoke to the shepherds, applies to us “do not be​
​afraid!”​

​Don’t let fear hold you back from sharing about Jesus.  When someone encounters​
​Jesus, their life is changed and they can’t help but share it with others.  Rescued​
​people, rescue people.  So go out into the world, filled with the Holy Spirit, and proclaim​
​the good news.​

​“Sing hallelujah, Sing hallelujah,​
​Sing hallelujah for the things He has done”​


