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Mass Schedule 

 

Tuesday, January 13 
 8:15 AM  † The living and deceased 
  members of the Mary 
  Petrippen family 
 

Wednesday, January 14 

 6:00 PM  † Roy Weber, including 
    living and deceased family 
    members 
  
 Thursday, January 15 
 8:15 AM  † Richard Rodgers,  
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Friday, January 16 
 8:15 AM  † For the living and  
  deceased family members 
  of Lucas Spitzley 
  

Saturday, January 17 
 4:30 PM  † Marcia Schmitz 1 yr 
  anniversary, including 
  Hilary 
   

Sunday, January 18 
 8:30 AM  The people of the parish 
 

 10:30 AM  † Carol Huhn 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Ask the Podcast Questions! 
The goal for our new “Go Forth!” podcast is to dive deeper into 
God’s Word in the Sunday readings and homily, to enable you to 
“go forth” and preach the Good News!  To that end, we are 
welcoming any questions you may have relating to the readings, 
the homily, or even questions about our Catholic faith in 
general.  We usually record on Tuesday 
mornings, so if you want your question from 
the Sunday readings/homily to be considered 
for the podcast, please email it by Monday 
afternoon to administrator@mhtparish.com. 
As a reminder, you can find the podcast on 
Spotify and Apple, or simply use the link on our 
website homepage. 
 
‘Tis the (cold and flu) Season 
As many struggle with colds and the flu this time of year, some 
may choose not to shake hands during the sign of peace. Please 
know that there is no obligation to shake hands during the sign of 
peace; a friendly smile, a wave, fist bump, etc. is a fine way to 
share Christ’s peace!  

God bless you,  
Fr John  

   

Sanctuary  

Candle  

Intention  
 

 

In loving memory of Roman & Marina 
Feldpausch 

Church Roof Engraved Slate 

 

We are offering slate from the old roof with a laser-engraved 
image of the Church on it (see image below) to parishioners for 
the cost of $50. These take a 
considerable amount of time and 
effort to make, so only 100 of them 
will be offered at this time. Slate 
orders are limited to one per parish 
household.  
 
If you’d like to purchase one, please 
call the parish office and get your 
name added to the list. Slate will be 
produced as orders are received, 
and you will be notified when they 
are available to be picked up. All 
those who call after the first 100 
will be placed on a waiting list, in 
case some are not picked up or we 
are able to make more.  
Thank you! 
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Week 3 - The Covenant & Design of Marriage 
 

This week, we will consider more deeply the Church’s teaching on 
Marriage, as designed by God. According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, “the matrimonial covenant, by which a man and 
a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole 
of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and 
the procreation and education of offspring” (1601).  Let’s look at 
this in more detail. 
 

First, matrimony/marriage is a “covenant.” In Scripture, a 
“covenant” is a sacred (God-ordained) exchange of persons that 
creates a new family relationship/bond.  In marriage, a husband 
and a wife give themselves to each other and so create a new 
relationship: a marriage, a one-flesh union.  The covenant of 
marriage, in turn, is a sign of the Covenant between Christ and the 
Church.  As such, it reveals to the world how Christ wants to relate 
to us, His Spouse, the Church: He has given Himself to us totally 
(holding nothing back), fruitfully (creating new life in the waters of 
Baptism and on the Cross), and faithfully (He never takes back His 
covenant love).  And He desires that we love Him in return, in the 
same way. That is why marriage matters so much: if we get it 
wrong, we show a false image of God to the world! 
 

Next, marriage is “ordered,” or we might say, “designed for” two 
main purposes. First, “the good of spouses.” Just as God said, “it is 
not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18), marriage 
helps spouses overcome the prison of alone-ness and to give 
themselves to another, which is the essence of love.  But for love 
to be true, it must be free.  That is why the Church says that the 
man and the woman must give their free consent—their choice of 
self-giving, free of any coercion or grave external fear (CCC1628). 
“If consent is lacking, there is no marriage” (CCC1626).  Witnesses 
are required to “hear” the consent, to attest that consent was 
given in case of any future doubt.  And this act of self-giving must 
be total; holding nothing back, or again, it is not a true act of love. 
That is the love of Christ’s Cross. 
 

Finally, marriage is ordered toward “the procreation and 
education of offspring.” In joining man and woman together, God 
enjoined them to be “fruitful and multiply,” so "it is necessary that 
each and every marriage act remain ordered to the procreation of 
human life” (CCC2366) even if not every marital act results in 
conception.  In keeping with God’s design for the marital act that 
is always open to life, spouses “should realize that they are 
cooperating with the love of God the Creator” (CCC2367)!
Contraception is an offense to the total self-gift that God designed 
for marriage.  By contrast, “periodic continence” for just reasons is 
a powerful act of sacrificial love not only for the Creator’s design, 
but also respects the dignity of the other spouse.  Again, this 
fruitfulness of marriage reflects the fruitfulness of God; how each 
and every human life is a reflection of God’s own image and 
likeness in the world! 

 

Ministry Schedule   
 

Tuesday, January 13— 8:15 AM 

 Sacristan Jerry Klein 
 Reader Linda Epkey 
 

Wednesday, January 14—6:00 PM 
Sacristan  Luke Goerge 
Reader   Jill Feldpausch 
Servers  Chevy & Hope Phillips 
 

Thursday, January 15—8:15 AM 
Sacristan Dean Schrauben 
Reader  MHT Students 
 

Friday,  January 16— 8:15 AM 
Sacristan Tom O’Rourke 
Reader  Jill Feldpausch 
 

Saturday, January 17— 4:30 PM 
 Sacristan  Craig Arens 
 Reader   Carol Piggott 
 Servers  Novi Simon, Bethany Hufnagel, 
  Kerrigan & Remington Schueller 
 ExMHC   Dale Feldpausch, Jim Andros, Luke 
  Goerge 
 Ushers  Lonnie Schueller, John Pung, Joe 
   Bodarko, John Hufnagel 
 

Sunday, January 18 — 8:30 AM  
Sacristan Gerry Davis  
Reader  Clare Koenigsknecht 

 Servers  Charlotte Jandernoa, Dexton, Kett, 
   Amry Feldpausch  
 ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Anne & Neil 
  Hufnagel 
 Ushers  Bruce Schafer, Bill  

  Armbrustmacher, Jamey Myers, 1 
  volunteer 

 

Sunday, January 18 — 10:30 AM  
Sacristan Luke Goerge  
Reader  James Bozung 

 Servers  Dominic, Matthias & Michaela 
   Spitzley, Violet Becker 
 ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Cindy Halfman, 
  Karen Bengel 
 Ushers  Stan Weber, Leon Schneider, 

  Gene Messer, Roy Witgen 
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The next Cor meeting is going to be January 
20th at 7:30pm in the K of C hall.  We will 
continue the "Kapaun's Men" video series.  In 
2026, Cor will continue to be on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.  

 

Wedding Banns 

 

Second Publication 

Eric Luttig & Kalani Koenigsknecht 

Music Ministry 

The High School Choir sings next on Sunday, 
January 18th at 10:30am Mass. To sing with 
this choir, please arrive to the choir loft by 
9:45am the morning of the Mass.  
 
Are you interested in singing for any or all of 
Triduum this year? Practices for the Triduum 
Choir will begin Wednesday, February 11th 
and run every Wednesday at 7:15pm until 
Triduum begins. Please join us! Contact Kate 
for more information and to sign up.  

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 

 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates:  
 

Tues., Jan. 13  6th Grade Retreat at LCHS 
Thurs., Jan. 15  School Mass at 8:15am; 11:30 dismissal 
Fri., Jan. 16  11:30 Dismissal; End of 2nd Qtr.  

 Sun., Jan. 25  Catholic Schools Week Kick Off Mass  
   10:30am 

Sun., Feb. 1  Catholic Schools Week Breakfast  

New MS Math Teacher: We are pleased to welcome Karolina 
Ramirez as our new middle school math and social studies 

teacher beginning in the new year. 
She brings a strong background in 
math education, with experience 
teaching at the elementary, middle, 
high school, and college levels, as well 
as in math curriculum development. 
Karolina was very impressed with our 
school community, and both students 
and staff spoke highly of her math 
lesson with the 7th graders. We look 

forward to her joining our teaching staff. 
 
Fund-a-Need Purchase: THANK YOU! 
The New Blinds in the Elementary School not only do they look 
great, but there is a positive noteworthy difference in the 
temperature in the classroom. We 
look forward to keeping IN more 
heat, as well as cooler temps during 
the air conditioner season. We 
appreciate those of you who so 
generously donated! 
 
Cari Smith, Principal  

Most Holy Trinity School, in partnership with the Church and our 
families, will  provide a Catholic education to help our students 

become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.  

Church Decorations 
 
What goes up must come down    
 
Christmas decor will be taken down on 
Sunday, January 11, at 12:30pm.  Again, many 
volunteers are needed.  Thank you for giving 
of your time and talent for the greater honor 
and glory of God.  God bless you!  

Thank You 
 

Thank you to all those who sent me a Christmas card over the last 
few weeks.  The cards were a welcomed surprise and brightened 
my day.  They were very much appreciated.   
Thanks, again.  Doris Goerge  
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

 

A Special Intention 

Alice Becker 

Michael Bozung 

Merle Braun 

Al Cielen 

Davison Curtin 

Brett Dillon 

Bethany Fedewa 

Claude Feldpausch 

Mike Heeg  

Therese Heeg 

Kim Humphrey 

Elaine Irrer 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Terry Luttig 

Arlene McCausey 

Mary McCausey 

Gabrielle (Olney) Meece 

Diane Mussell 

Steve Nobis 

Ryan O’Dell 

Megan Parsons 

Stan Pohl 

Alex Pung 

John Rademacher 

Steve Rademacher 

Julie Wieber Schafer 

Hilary Schmitt 

Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt 

Kay Sillman 

Joan Simon 

Denny Smith 

Dennis Spitzley 

Janice Spitzley 

Janet Thelen 

Charles Trierweiler 

Hunter Walter 

Gary A. Weber 

 

Recently Deceased 

Fay Schmitz 

 

Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from 
the Parish Community 
who are in the Armed 
Services. 
 

Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am 
weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & 
mental health struggles.  
 

Please contact the 
office to add or remove 
a name from the list.  

K-12 Faith Formation 
 
High School Faith Formation will be held this Monday, 
January 12 from 7:15 pm to 8:15 pm.  We will also meet 
on January 19 and 26. 
 
High School Bible Study will be held this Friday, January 
16 from 7:00 am to 7:45 am at the Youth Center. It is 
never too late to begin joining us.    
 
Never Alone | Confirmation Retreat (9th & 10th) will 
be held Sunday, January 18 beginning with the 8:30am 
Mass and concluding at 3:30pm. Lunch and snacks will 
be provided. Net (National Evangelization Team) is a 
team of missionaries who challenge young Catholics to 
love Christ and embrace the life of the Church through 
prayer, skits, dramas, music, and personal stories. The 
theme for this retreat is entitled “Never Alone – Holy 
Spirit” The retreat will unveil the reality, beauty, and 
power of encountering the Holy Spirit. At Confirmation, 
Christ seals us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that we 
can be better equipped to spread the gospel like the 
Apostles were at Pentecost. But it’s not enough to just 
receive these gifts – we must accept them and choose 
to use them in our daily lives.  
 
First Reconciliation: Our 2nd graders will make their 
First Reconciliation on Tuesday, January 27 in the 
church.  Faith Formation children will start at 6:00pm & 
Catholic School children will start at 6:30pm.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.    
 

Steubenville: Registration is now open!  Contact Aaron 
Epkey with questions or for more information. 
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Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

December Finance Report 
 

All Sources ........................................................................ $106,204.52 
Year to Date ..................................................................... $496,237.06 
FY 25 Budget..................................................................... $875,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through December ................................... 57% 
 

Dec. 28 Collection .. $17,477.38 

Children’s Collection ...... $58.77 

Christmas Offering .. $10,328.00 

Online Giving.. .......... $3,222.41 

Total Collection ...... .$31,086.56 

 

Wkly Amt. Needed .... $16,826.92 

 

Special Collections  

 Christmas Flowers ........... $30.00 

 ETF ................................. $205.00 

  

 

 

Jan. 4 Collection ....... $15,339.25 

Children’s Collection ........ $19.00 

Christmas Offering ......... $321.38 

Immaculate Conception .. $10.00 

Online Giving ............ $12,668.67 

Solemnity of Mary ...... $2,289.00 

Total Collection ......... $30,647.30 

 

Wkly Amt. Needed ... $16,826.92 

 

Cumulative Difference for the  

fiscal year:  ................ $60,764.37 

 

Special Collections  

Capital Improvements ... $230.00 

Christmas Flowers ........... $10.00 

Envelope System ........... $375.00 

ETF ..................................... $5.00 

Newspapers ................... $145.00  

School Support ................ $10.00  

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, January 12 
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
 

Tuesday, January 13 
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the 
 Church  
 

Wednesday, January 14 
6:00am   Eucharistic  Adoration    
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
5:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
 

Friday, January 16 
6:30am     Eucharistic Adoration 
8:45am  Confessions 
 

Saturday, January 17 
7:00am         Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00pm  Confessions 

Thank You 
 
For those who weren't aware, the parish started a new program for 
families who lost a loved one, which included prayers and 12 Days of 
Christmas gifts. This thank you is for the family or families who blessed 
our family. We are  incredibly grateful for your thoughts and prayers, 
as well as the "12 Days of Christmas" gifts—it truly blessed us and 
made our Christmas special.  
 
Thank you , Mike and Rebecca Feldpausch 

 

Intercessory Prayers  
January Intentions 

For an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
our confirmation students who will be on 
retreat later this month. 
 
For all of our second grade students 
preparing for their 1st Reconciliation. 
 
For our Catholic School, may God 
continue to bless our students, teachers, 
and staff. 

That we can find a good candidate and 
fill the cemetery sexton position. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Our+family+is+incredibly+grateful+for+your+generous+gift&oq=Our+family+is+very+thankful+for+your+generous+gifts+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigAdIBCTI1NDExajBqN6gCCLACAf
https://www.google.com/search?q=Our+family+is+incredibly+grateful+for+your+generous+gift&oq=Our+family+is+very+thankful+for+your+generous+gifts+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigAdIBCTI1NDExajBqN6gCCLACAf


Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
Office Hours 
Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm 
Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch, 
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am 
for a weekly meeting) 
 

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor 
frjohn@mhtparish.com 
 

Deacon Luke Goerge 
lukeg@mhtparish.com  
 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Mary Gardner,  Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious 
Education 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Cari Smith, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary 

Sponsor of the Week: 
Kens Kar Kare 
 

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

Position Opening 

Cemetery Sexton  

 
We are seeking applications for a part-time sexton (12hrs/week).  
Responsibilities include coordinating burials with the parish office and 
the grave digger, locating and marking foundations and graves, 
maintaining all cemetery equipment, keeping the cemetery stocked 
with necessary materials and resources, coordinating with mowing 
crews, and general upkeep of the cemetery grounds. 
 
Desired qualities include knowledge of lawn care equipment 
maintenance, physical capability to lift heavy items, dependability, 
attention to detail, communication skills, a flexible schedule, 
organizational skills, hospitality, and a desire to serve the Lord. 
 
If you feel the Lord may be calling you to this position, an application 
and detailed job description can be picked up at the parish office.  This 
position will remain open until filled.  

Pilgrimage Trip 

Medjugorje & Dubrovnik with Fr. Josh and Fr. Randy  

Parishioners of Most Holy Trinity, please consider joining Fr. Josh 
Luttig and Fr. Randy Koenigsknecht on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje 
April 20-30, 2026! Walk where Our Lady first appeared as we climb 
Apparition Hill, hike Mount Krizevac, and explore the peaceful streets 
of Medjugorje. Take part in the daily program at St. James Church and 
hear inspiring testimonies from the visionaries and others who live 
the messages of Our Lady. 
 
Pope Francis encouraged official pilgrimages to Medjugorje, and in 
2024 granted a nihil obstat recognizing the abundant spiritual fruits 
found there. Hearts are healed and filled with peace as grace pours 
out in this little holy village. This makes it a wonderful opportunity for 
anyone seeking peace, healing, and renewal.  
 
The pilgrimage concludes in breathtaking Dubrovnik, with a walking 
tour, prayer at the Church of St. Blaise, and time to explore this 
historic city.   
 
Step out in faith, experience the joy of pilgrimage, and return home 
with a heart full of peace and joy! For more information or to 
register, contact Nancy Duey at nancymed@gmail.com. 

http://www.mhtparish.com/

