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Newly Baptized 

 

Rose Horak 

Daughter of Thomas and Marlena Horak 
 

We welcome Rose to our parish family! 

Mass Schedule 

 

Tuesday, January 20 
 8:15 AM  † Carol Huhn, 1 yr.  
  anniversary 
 

Wednesday, January 21 

 6:00 PM  † Leon & Theresa  
    Feldpausch 
  
 Thursday, January 22 
 8:15 AM  † Gilbert & Marie Simon, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Friday, January 23 
 8:15 AM  † Gerald & Mary Catherine 
  Fedewa, including living 
  and deceased family  
  members 
  

Saturday, January 24 
 4:30 PM  † Larry & Carolyn Klein, 
  including Tina 
   

Sunday, January 25 
 8:30 AM  † Gavin Becker 
 

 10:30 AM  For Most Holy Trinity  
  students & parish 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

NET Retreat 
Please keep our young people preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in your prayers as they will be on retreat this Sunday 
(Jan. 18).  The retreat is being led by young adult missionaries in 
the NET program (National Evangelization Team).  They will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on March 24. 
 
Adoration for the Protection of all Human Life 
This Thursday, January 22, we will have a special time of 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:00am-5:30pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 22 is the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision Roe v. 
Wade.  Even though this decision has finally been consigned to the 
dustbin of history where it belongs, we still have a long way to go 
to create a culture of life in our nation.  While the focus of this day 
is prayer for the legal protection of the unborn, I would encourage 
you to also pray that our state not follow the path of death that 
other states such as Illinois and New York are taking in legalizing 
doctor-assisted suicide. I am sure that the pro-death lobby will 
target Michigan very soon.  
 
God bless you,  
Fr John     

Sanctuary  

Candle  

Intention  
 

 

For the living and deceased members of 
the Eric Luttig & Kalani Koenigsknecht 

families  



January 18, 2026       2nd Week of Ordinary Time 

Week 4 - Marriage and the Authority of the Church 
So far, we have considered the fundamentals of marriage, as 
designed by God from the beginning of creation, which are 
specifically affirmed by Jesus in the New Testament.  Today, we 
will begin to consider how this teaching is to be lived out in the 
Church—the Body and Bride of Christ.  
 

Given our founding history, it can be challenging sometimes for 
Americans to accept authority, and that even includes the 
authority that the Lord has given His Church.  For this reason, we 
need to recall that Jesus did not call His disciples to be lone 
rangers.  Jesus intentionally called a community that began with 
12 apostles and grew exponentially.  And He specifically 
designated one man from among the 12 to be the leader of this 
community: Simon. Jesus says to Simon in Matthew 16:18-19, “I 
say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.  I will 
give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.”  From this, we can conclude that Jesus 
intended to build a “church,” meaning a “congregation” or 
“assembly,” just as God chose to call together the People of Israel 
to be uniquely His own in the Old Testament. And just as God 
used Moses as the instrument of unity in the Old Covenant, this 
New Covenant Church will be built upon Peter.  But in order for 
this to occur, Jesus also had to bestow upon Peter (the first Pope, 
and upon the other apostles and their successors, the Bishops) an 
enormous degree of authority: the ability to make binding 
decisions, especially regarding how to hold this people together as 
an ordered society, as a community of believers, as a Church. 
 

Another Scripture passage that is very helpful here comes from St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (1:18), which says that Jesus Christ 
is “head of the body, the church.”  St. Paul makes it abundantly 
clear elsewhere that this “body” is the Body of Christ.  And so 
Catholics believe that you cannot be fully united to Christ if you 
are separated from His Body, which is the Church.  And that is 
hard, because human beings, even followers of Christ, do not 
always get along. Even more, Church leaders, and Church 
members, make mistakes and are sinners.  But for us, there is no 
other way.  Christ has wedded us, the Church, to Himself, and He 
will always remain faithful to us.  He will never separate Himself 
from us, even if we try to separate ourselves from Him (cf. 
Ephesians 5:25-32, 2 Timothy 2:13).  To apply all of this to our 
reflections on marriage, we can say that because the Church is the 
Body of Christ, a Catholic follower of Christ cannot enter into a 
valid marriage (that is, as designed by God) if they intentionally 
exclude Christ’s Church. To do so is to cement a structure in their 
life (i.e., an invalid marriage) that causes great damage to one’s 
unity/communion with the Church, which is the Body and Bride of 
Christ.   

 

Ministry Schedule   
 

Tuesday, January 20— 8:15 AM 

 Sacristan Jerry Klein 
 Reader Deanna Pung 
 

Wednesday, January 21—6:00 PM 
Sacristan  Luke Goerge 
Reader   Craig Arens 
Servers  Nicholas Halfman, Annie 
  Koenigsknecht 
 

Thursday, January 22—8:15 AM 
Sacristan Dean Schrauben 
Reader  MHT Students 
 

Friday,  January 23— 8:15 AM 
Sacristan Gerry Arens 
Reader  Sandy Pillard 
 

Saturday, January 24— 4:30 PM 
 Sacristan  Craig Arens 
 Reader   Robert Orme 
 Servers  Landon, Waylon, & Hailey Simon, 
  Ronald Hufnagel 
 ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Jerry Klein, Kyle 
  Koenigsknecht 
 Ushers  John Hufnagel, John Pung, Joe 
   Bodarko, Lonnie Schueller 
 

Sunday, January 25 — 8:30 AM  
Sacristan Paul Horak  
Reader  Krysta Koenigsknecht 

 Servers  Clara, Levi, Leah, & Jonah Thelen  
 ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Rosie Feldpausch, 
  Dean Schrauben 
 Ushers  Neil Feldpausch, Mike  

  Koenigsknecht, Glenn Esch, Gerry 
  Schomisch 

 

Sunday, January 25 — 10:30 AM  
Sacristan Luke Goerge  
Reader  MHT Students 

 Servers  MHT Students 
 ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Nickie Thelen, Tonya 
  McCarty 
 Ushers  Keith Weber, Kent Dell, Duane 

  Pung, Dale Koenigsknecht 
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Wedding Banns 

 

Third Publication 

Eric Luttig & Kalani Koenigsknecht 

Music Ministry 

Are you interested in singing for any or all of 
Triduum this year? Practices for the Triduum 
Choir will begin Wednesday, February 11th 
and run every Wednesday at 7:15pm until 
Triduum begins. Please join us! Contact Kate 
for more information and to sign up.  
 
Catholic School’s Week kicks off next 
weekend, and our MHT Middle School Choir 
will be singing the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, 
January 25! I hope you are able to come sing 
praise and worship with them as we celebrate 
our school! 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 

 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates:  
 Week of Jan. 19  Winter MAPS Testing Begins 
 Thurs., Jan 22  All School Mass 8:15am; Adoration for 
   Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
   Unborn Children 

 Sun., Jan. 25  Catholic Schools Week Kick Off Mass  
   10:30am 

Thurs., Jan. 29  All School Mass 8:15am  
Sun., Feb. 1  Catholic Schools Week Breakfast  

 
More Dinner Raffle Fund-a-Need Purchases: Thank YOU!  
NEW Bulletin Boards in the Middle School -  They are up and 
already filled with student work. We continue to appreciate those 
who donated to help make our school beautiful! We also received 
another shipment of books for the middle school reading 
classroom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise 
up throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in daily 
prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and 
lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group 
and association, from every family and from the heart of every 
believer.”  - Pope Saint John Paul II, “Evangelium Vitae” 
 
Cari Smith, Principal  

Most Holy Trinity School, in partnership with the Church and our 
families, will  provide a Catholic education to help our students 

become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.  

Free Throw Contest 
The annual Knights of Columbus free throw contest will be 
Sunday, January 25th, 1:00PM at Piggott Gym.  The contest is 
open to ages 9-14 as of January 1st.  Entry forms are in the 
Waldron and MHT School office and will be available at the 
contest.  
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

 

A Special Intention 

Alice Becker 

Michael Bozung 

Merle Braun 

Al Cielen 

Davison Curtin 

Brett Dillon 

Bethany Fedewa 

Claude Feldpausch 

Mike Heeg  

Therese Heeg 

Kim Humphrey 

Elaine Irrer 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Terry Luttig 

Arlene McCausey 

Mary McCausey 

Gabrielle (Olney) Meece 

Diane Mussell 

Steve Nobis 

Ryan O’Dell 

Megan Parsons 

Stan Pohl 

Alex Pung 

John Rademacher 

Steve Rademacher 

Julie Wieber Schafer 

Hilary Schmitt 

Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt 

Kay Sillman 

Joan Simon 

Denny Smith 

Dennis Spitzley 

Janice Spitzley 

Janet Thelen 

Charles Trierweiler 

Hunter Walter 

Gary A. Weber 

 

Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from 
the Parish Community 
who are in the Armed 
Services. 
 

Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am 
weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & 
mental health struggles.  
 

Please contact the 
office to add or remove 
a name from the list. 
Thank You! 

 

The next Cor meeting is going to be January 20th at 
7:30pm in the K of C hall.  We will continue the 
"Kapaun's Men" video series.  In 2026, Cor will continue 
to be on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.  

K-12 Faith Formation 
 
High School Faith Formation will be held this Monday, 
January 19 from 7:15 pm to 8:15 pm.  Upcoming dates: 
January 26; February 2 
 
High School Bible Study will be held this Friday, January 
23 from 7:00 am to 7:45 am at the Youth Center. It is 
never too late to begin joining us.  
 
First Reconciliation: Please keep our  2nd graders in 
your prayers as they will make their First Reconciliation 
on Tuesday, January 27 in the church. The schedule is as 
follows:  Faith Formation children - 6:00pm  
Catholic School children - 6:30pm.      
 
Thank  You to Our Meal Volunteers: We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who so generously 
provided meals for our Net Confirmation Retreat this 
past Sunday, we are truly blessed by your kindness and 
time.    
 
Steubenville: All youth who are currently in grades 8-12 
are invited to attend this year’s Steubenville "Worthy" 
Youth Conference. To register, visit mhtparish.com. 
Don’t delay - limited spots. We hope you will join us-it 
wouldn't be the same without you! 

http://mhtparish.com
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Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

Jan. 11 Collection ... $10,688.25 

Children’s Collection ...... $12.00 

Online Giving.. .......... $4,056.56 

Solemnity of Mary.. ....... $30.00 

Total Collection ...... .$14,786.81 

 

FY26 Weekly Amount  

Needed .................... $16,826.92 

 

Cumulative Difference for Fiscal 

Year 2025:  ............... $58,724.26 

 

Special Collections  

Capital Improvements . $200.00 

Cemetery Care ............... $30.00 

Envelope System ............ $35.00 

ETF ................................. $35.00 

Flower Fund ................. $175.00 

Newspapers ................... $49.00 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, January 19 
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
 

Tuesday, January 20 
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the 
 Church  
 

Wednesday, January 21 
6:00am   Eucharistic  Adoration    
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
5:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Holy Hour for Vocations 
 

Thursday, January 22 
9:00am   Eucharistic Adoration for 
  the Unborn Begins 
5:30pm  Adoration Ends 
 
Friday, January 23 
6:30am     Eucharistic Adoration 
8:45am  Confessions 
 

Saturday, January 24 
7:00am         Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00pm  Confessions 

The Fowler K of C is 
having a new member 
initiation on  Monday, 
February 9 at the 
Fowler Hall on North 
Main St. starting at 

6:00pm.  If you have any questions or 
would like more information please 
contact Gery Arens 599-2522 or Dean 
Schrauben 640-0341.  Your family 
members are welcome to attend.  

The Encounter Conference is a 3-day, Catholic event organized by 
Encounter Ministries.   Encounter Ministries seeks to bring people into 
an encounter with God through the celebration of the Sacraments, 
Eucharistic adoration, Spirit-led worship, inspiring keynote speakers, 
healing service, prophetic ministry, and fellowship.  

Bring your whole family, with Kids Track and 
Middle School Tracks for your children.  NEW this 
year, all kids can attend for only $12!  This is an 
incredible opportunity, check it out! 

Online and in-person tickets available, register 
your family at encounterconference.org before 
March for early bird pricing. 

Birthday Wishes 
Help Kay Sillman celebrate her birthday 
on January 20th by sending her a card at 
Portland assisted living and memory 
care, room 21. 223 Charlotte Hwy. 
Portland, MI 48875  

http://encounterconference.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWjFGZHVPWDhtQWw1aEdMU3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6cLIxWAQ2vM6UC3J97VXzsWRi4ACtK7SqRq4zh4ck98Fwhdb8TKkoRH_5Ljg_aem_p2qz3TBX3uaFiPUNne9lKA
http://encounterconference.org


Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
Office Hours 
Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm 
Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch, 
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am 
for a weekly meeting) 
 

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor 
frjohn@mhtparish.com 
 

Deacon Luke Goerge 
lukeg@mhtparish.com  
 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Mary Gardner,  Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious 
Education 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Cari Smith, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary 

Sponsor of the Week: 
Pat Feldpausch Farms 

 
To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

Pilgrimage Trip 

Medjugorje & Dubrovnik with Fr. Josh and Fr. Randy  

Parishioners of Most Holy Trinity, please consider joining Fr. Josh 
Luttig and Fr. Randy Koenigsknecht on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje 
April 20-30, 2026! Walk where Our Lady first appeared as we climb 
Apparition Hill, hike Mount Krizevac, and explore the peaceful streets 
of Medjugorje. Take part in the daily program at St. James Church and 
hear inspiring testimonies from the visionaries and others who live 
the messages of Our Lady. 
 
Step out in faith, experience the joy of pilgrimage, and return home 
with a heart full of peace and joy! For more information or to 
register, contact Nancy Duey at nancymedj@gmail.com. 

Church Roof Engraved Slate 

 

We are offering slate from the old roof with a laser-engraved image of 
the Church on it to parishioners for the cost of $50. Slate orders are 
limited to one per parish household.   If you’d like to purchase one, 
please call the parish office and get your name added to the list.  

http://www.mhtparish.com/

