Catholic Schools Week: United in Faith & Commumty
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Mass Schedule

Tuesday, January 27

8:15 AM t Alice & Donald
Schneider, including living
and deceased family

members

Wednesday, January 28

6:00 PM t Alphonse & Marie
Thelen, Including Mark,
Joseph & Judy, and living
and deceased family
members

Thursday, January 29

8:15 AM t Elaine Kramer

Friday, January 30

8:15 AM t Gordon C. Pigott Jr.,
including living and
deceased family members

Saturday, January 31

4:30 PM t Delbert & Joyce Thelen

Sunday, February 1
8:30 AM The people of the parish

10:30 AM T Bob Shannon, including
living and deceased family
members

Sanctuary
Candle
Intention

For the living and deceased members of

the Eric Luttig & Kalani Koenigsknecht
families

From the Pastor’s Desk

Catholic Schools Week

This week, the Church in the US marks Catholic Schools

Week. This is a great time to thank God for the talented and
dedicated teachers, principal, and support staff of Most Holy
Trinity School! | also want to thank all of you for your incredible
support of our school. Having a parochial school adds many layers
of complexity to operating a parish, but it only takes one visit to
our school to see why more parents are now choosing MHT school
each year, and that the eternal rewards for our children far
exceed the efforts!

1st Reconciliation

Please keep our 2nd graders preparing for their first Holy
Communion in your prayers as they receive their first Sacrament
of Reconciliation this week. They will receive their 1st Holy
Communion on Sunday, April 26.

Stewardship for Saints and Scholars Update

| am pleased to announce that our parish’s pledge total toward
the Diocese of Lansing Stewardship for Saints and Scholars capital
campaign is currently $1,000,185! This is truly exceptional, and
says so much about how much we value the Catholic education of
our children. As we noted this fall, our parish share of this
campaign will be used for repairing and updating the old school
building, which is used by our school and faith formation program
each day. We are currently in the process of soliciting bids for the
project, which we hope to begin as soon as school dismisses this
spring. Thank you so much for your generosity!

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

As a reminder from a few weeks ago, we are starting Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd for 3-6 year olds in the fall of 2026. In order
to do this, we need a lot of help from our artistic parishioners:
making wooden items, sewing projects, painting and artwork, etc.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Aaron Epkey.

God bless you,
FrJohn

Week 5 - The Celebration of Marriage in the Church

This week, we will build upon the reality that, as we said last week,
because the Church is the Body of Christ, a Catholic follower of
Christ cannot enter a valid marriage as designed by God while
excluding the Church. These days, we know many people who
were baptized as Catholics choose to get married outside of the
Church. Sometimes, this is for the simple reason that they want a
“destination” wedding: in a barn, on the beach, in a garden, etc.

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church & Fowler, Michigan



Other times, it is because they no longer practice the Catholic faith

and so feel no need to have their wedding in the Church. Others

want to create their own ceremony. This ultimately flows from the

post-modern belief that “I/we decide what marriage is,” when in
reality, God is the author of marriage (there are also some
Catholics who have been improperly catechized and honestly do

not know that Catholic marriages have a proper form that must be

followed for validity).

The Catholic Church can only recognize marriages that are
between a man and woman who are free to marry, in the

presence of Catholic clergy and of two witnesses, and in a Catholic

Church (unless permissions have been granted by the Bishop, and
the situation is obviously different for converts to the Catholic
Church). Some take offense at the Church (an ordered society of
Christians) having “rules” surrounding weddings. And yet | have
never heard anyone complain about the State of Michigan (an
ordered society of citizens) having its own “rules” regarding
marriages (being at least 18, having 2 witnesses, getting a
marriage license, not being closely related, etc.)!

Catholics who choose to get married outside of the Church are
depriving themselves of so many gifts, including a comprehensive
marriage preparation program (to help couples be prepared to
make the most important decision in their lives!), the grace of the
Sacrament of Marriage, and the continued grace of being in
communion with the Body of Christ. Meaning, Catholics who
attempt marriage outside of Christ’s Church without permission
should not receive Holy Communion when they live in conjugal
union, because in the eyes of the Church they are not validly
married and are thus breaking the 6" commandment. This is not
the Church excluding them, and they are not “kicked out of the

Church.” This is simply a matter of honesty. That is, if one does not

believe with the Church, they cannot honestly say they are in
communion with Her, and thus cannot honestly receive Holy
Communion. The same principle goes for all Catholics: we should
not receive Communion if we don’t believe in the Catholic faith,
nor if we are aware of unconfessed mortal sins on our souls (see
St. Paul’s important warning regarding the reception of Holy
Communion in | Corinthians 11:27-30).

The good news is that this situation can be repaired! If there are
no impediments (such as a prior valid marriage that needs to be
rectified), Catholics who attempted marriage outside of the
Church can make vows in the Church, thus making their marriage
a true Sacrament (called a “convalidation,” or more common,
“having your marriage blessed in the Church”). This can be a
moment of great joy as couples are reconciled back into
communion with the Body of Christ and can receive Holy
Communion again (once they have gone to Confession). | am
always happy to discuss these difficult situations as they arise.

Ministry Schedule

Tuesday, January 27— 8:15 AM

Sacristan Jerry Klein
Reader Linda Epkey

Wednesday, January 28—6:00 PM
Sacristan Luke Goerge

Reader Ron Feldpausch

Servers Camden Conner, Novi Simon

Thursday, January 29—8:15 AM
Sacristan Dean Schrauben
Reader MHT Students

Friday, January 30— 8:15 AM
Sacristan Gerry Arens
Reader Sandy Pillard

Saturday, January 31— 4:30 PM

Sacristan Craig Arens

Reader Robert Orme

Servers  Andrew & Logan Platte, Bethany
Hufnagel, Liam Simon

ExMHC Luke Goerge, Sharon Fink, Jim
Andros

Ushers Dennis Feldpausch, Gerry Arens,
Lonnie Schueller, 1 volunteer

Sunday, February 1 — 8:30 AM

Sacristan Paul Horak

Reader Rob Becker

Servers Andrew, Anthony, Jonathan &
Joseph Epkey

ExMHC Tom O’Rourke, Susie
Koenigsknecht, Ralph Feldpausch

Ushers Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom
O’Rourke, Bruce Schafer, Dean
Schrauben

Sunday, February 1 — 10:30 AM

Sacristan Gerry Davis

Reader James Bozung

Servers Abigail, Isaac, Eli, & Zachary
Thelen

ExMHC Jennifer Koenigsknecht, Kristin
Phillips, Cindy Halfman

Ushers Stan Weber, Roy Witgen, Gene
Messer, Leon Schneider

January 25, 2026 ,Q 3rd Week of Ordinary Time



Prayer Time in the Classroom—Ms. Campbell

Several years ago, | attended a life-changing
Encounter Conference. When the opportunity
arose to attend the Encounter School of
Ministry, | was naturally curious to learn more
about what the Lord wanted to do in my life.
When | later learned that they were piloting a
third year, | signed up, trusting that the Lord
would work even through the uncomfortable
and unknown. My time with Encounter
Ministries has deeply shaped my personal life
and transformed the way | teach the faith.

One area of growth in middle school has been
learning to hear God’s voice and discern
whether it’s His voice, our own, or something
negative from the enemy. A beautiful way to
practice this is by praying for others. We ask the
Lord questions, share what we feel He might be
saying, and then ask for feedback to better
understand His voice in our hearts. We’ve done
this in various ways, including prayer sheets,
and over Christmas break, students took a
bigger step by personally delivering them to
family and friends. Often, students don’t even
know whom they are praying for initially!

Perhaps you’ve been (or will be!) a recipient of a
prayer sheet or had a student approach you
personally. First, | want to offer my sincere
gratitude for your openness, love, and
encouragement that you’ve given (or will give!)
to our kids—it means more to us than you'll
know! Secondly, | want to encourage you that
we’ve always emphasized the importance of
honest feedback. It is the student’s role to
discern what they feel they’re hearing from the
Lord, and it’s your role to discern whether it
aligns with you and your relationship with Him.
Whether the words resonate now, later, or not
at all, we are comfortable with all three
answers. Your honest response is truly the most
helpful and supports our discernment.

There has been much fruit, and I've witnessed
such courage and Spirit-led boldness! I'm so
proud of our students, and | honestly want what
they have! | encourage you to ask the Lord for
what He's pouring out on these young people—
He will meet you right where you are and give
you what you need, transforming your heart
and those around you!

Most Holy Trinity School
Connecting Faith to Life

Most Holy Trinity School, in ﬁarmership with the Church and our
families, will provide a Catholic education to help our students
become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.

Important Dates:

Sun., Jan. 25 Catholic Schools Week Kick Off Mass
10:30am

Tues., Jan. 27 First Reconciliation 6:30pm

Thurs., Jan. 29 All School Mass 8:15am

Sun., Feb. 1 Catholic Schools Week Breakfast

Fri., Feb. 13 11:30 Dismissal; Teacher PD

Mon., Feb. 16 No School - President’s Day

Catholic Schools Week: Catholic Schools” Week will officially kick
off on Sunday, January 25 with 10:30 Mass. The following Sunday,
February 1 we will have the 8th grade breakfast fundraiser from
9:00-12:00. See flyer below for details.

“Holiness does not mean performing extraordinary things, but
doing ordinary things with love and faith.”
— Pope Francis on Blessed Carlo Acutis

Cari Smith, Principal

February |, 2026

Pancakes
Scrambled Eggs
Sausage

Tater tots
Applesauce
Muffins

OJ - Milk - Coffee
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Suggested Donations:
Adults & Kids 13+ : $10
Kids 12-6: $5

Kids 5 & under: FREE

Breakfast
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K-12 Faith Formation

High School Faith Formation will be held this Monday,
January 26 from 7:15pm to 8:15pm.
Upcoming dates: February 2, 9

High School Bible Study will be held this Friday, January
30 from 7:00am to 7:45am at the Youth Center. It is
never too late to begin joining us.

First Reconciliation: Please keep our 2nd graders in
your prayers as they will make their First Reconciliation
this Tuesday, January 27 in the church. The schedule is
as follows: Faith Formation children - 6:00pm, Catholic
School children - 6:30pm.

To the Heart: 10th Grade Confirmation Retreat will be
held Sunday, February 8th, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm @
Activity Center. This retreat is for confirmation
candidates and their sponsors.

Steubenville: All youth who are currently in grades 8-12
are invited to attend this year’s Steubenville "Worthy"
Youth Conference. To register, visit mhtparish.com.
Don’t delay - limited spots. We hope you will join us-it
wouldn't be the same without you!

Steubenville

JUNE 26-28, 2026

Inviting 8th - high schoolers
into a life-changing encounter
with Christ!

Registration
Now Open

MHT SCRIP

The next Scrip order is coming up, please have orders
submitted to the parish office by noon on Friday,
February 6th.

Please Pray

For Our Friends
and Relatives

A Special Intention
Alice Becker
Michael Bozung
Merle Braun

Al Cielen

Davison Curtin

Brett Dillon

Bethany Fedewa
Claude Feldpausch
Mike Heeg

Therese Heeg

Kim Humphrey
Elaine Irrer

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht
Terry Luttig

Arlene McCausey
Mary McCausey
Gabrielle (Olney) Meece
Diane Mussell

Steve Nobis

Ryan O’Dell

Megan Parsons
Stan Pohl

Alex Pung

John Rademacher
Steve Rademacher
Julie Wieber Schafer

Hilary Schmitt
Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt
Kay Sillman

Joan Simon

Denny Smith
Dennis Spitzley
Janice Spitzley
Janet Thelen
Charles Trierweiler
Hunter Walter
Gary A. Weber

Deceased
Fr. Donald Wieber

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our
prayers all those from
the Parish Community
who are in the Armed
Services.

Weekday Rosary

The Rosary is prayed
before the 8:15am
weekday Masses. This
week, we pray for those
battling addiction &
mental health struggles.

Please contact the
office to add or remove
a name from the list.
Thank You!

Intercessory
Adoration

FEBRUARY 4TH

6AM-6PM

SIGNUP

SCAN THE E%
QR CODE !

(989) 593-2162 3 www.mhtparish.com
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Weekly Schedule

Monday, January 26

8:00am Holy Hour for an End to
Abortion

Tuesday, January 27

After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the

Mass Blessed Mother in the
Church

Wednesday, January 28

6:00am Eucharistic Adoration

8:00am Holy Hour for an End to
Abortion

5:00pm Confessions

5:00pm Holy Hour for Vocations

Friday, January 30

6:30am Eucharistic Adoration

8:45am Confessions

Saturday, January 31

7:00am Eucharistic Adoration

3:00pm Confessions

Our Parish Stewardship

God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity

Jan. 18 Collection...$12,273.00
Children’s Collection......$12.00

Special Collections
Capital Improvements . $445.00

Online Giving.. .......... $3,194.77 Envelope System.......... $155.00

Solemnity of Mary.. ....... $20.00 3 I $160.00

Total Collection....... $15,499.77 Newspapers ......cceeeueeenn. $50.00
School Support............. $215.00

FY26 Weekly Amount

Needed........ccuueee..... $16,826.92

Cumulative Difference for Fiscal
Year 2025: ............... $57,397.11

Knights of Columbus

Free Throw Contest

The annual Knights of Columbus free
throw contest will be Sunday, January
25th, 1:00PM at Piggott Gym. The
contest is open to ages 9-14 as of
January 1st. Entry forms are in the
Waldron and MHT School office and will
be available at the contest.

New Members

The Fowler K of Ciis
having a new member
initiation on Monday,
February 9 at the
Fowler Hall on North
Main St. starting at 6:00pm. If you have
any questions or would like more
information please contact Gery Arens
599-2522 or Dean Schrauben 640-
0341. Your family members are welcome
to attend.

EARLY

BIRD | " 3 ‘ ‘3,““’
REGISTER & - " 5 r & [ ?
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NOW
J € CONFERENCE

JULY 8-10

GRAND RAPIDS, MI

MARCH 31

SCAN ME

Music Ministry

Are you interested in singing for any or all of Triduum this year?
Practices for the Triduum Choir will begin Wednesday, February 11th
and run every Wednesday at 7:15pm until Triduum begins. Please join
us! Contact Kate for more information and to sign up.

The High School Choir Sings next on Sunday, February 1st at 10:30am
Mass. To sing with this choir, please arrive to the choir loft by 9:45am
the morning of the Mass.

The Popcorn Choir Sings next on Sunday, February 8th at 10:30am
Mass. To sing with this choir, please arrive to the choir loft by 9:45am
the morning of the Mass.

Our Adult Choir continues to sing every 8:30am Sunday Mass. We
would love to welcome you into this choir! For details, contact Kate:
kated@mbhtparish.com.

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church & Fowler, Michigan
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Sponsor of the Week:

Rademacher Insurance Agency

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin
possible.

HEALING
SERVICE

We are so excited to have Fr. Jason Brooks come out and lead our
healing service! Fr.Jason Brooks grew up in Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. After completing his junior year at Ripon College, where
he had a weekly radio show and played defensive end on the football
team, Fr. Jason joined the Legionaries of Christ in 1994 and was
ordained a priest at St. Mary Major’s in Rome on November 25, 2004.

Since moving to Michigan in 2017, Fr. Jason has been genuinely
inspired by his involvement with Encounter Ministries and has
developed a passion for helping people experience the healing power
of the Holy Spirit through healing services and individual prayer
ministry. Fr. Jason is currently leading the Regnum Christi Detroit
Healing Ministry where he also serves as a Chaplain for the adult lay
members of the Regnum Christi Federation.

Website: https://www.rcdetroit.org/

Most Holy Trinity
Catholic Church

545 North Maple St. Fowler, M| 48835
(989) 593-2162

www.mhtparish.com

Email: office@mhtparish.com

Office Hours

Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm

Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch,
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am
for a weekly meeting)

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor
friohn@mhtparish.com

Deacon Luke Goerge
lukeg@mhtparish.com

Parish Office Staff

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager
administrator@mbhtparish.com

Mary Gardner, Secretary
office@mhtparish.com

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious
Education
dre@mbhtparish.com

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization
andreas@mhtparish.com

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry
kated@mbhtparish.com

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper
trinap@mhtparish.com

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am
MHT School TAY

Office (! ¢

Tel: (989) 593-2616

Website:
www.mhtparish.com/school
Email: school@mhtparish.com

Cari Smith, School Principal
Diane Burton, School Secretary
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary
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