
Happy Catholic School’s Week! Your support and prayers continue to make possible a 
Catholic School Education possible in our community.  Thank You!  In case you were 
wondering, our students gave us some of their reasons for why they love attending 
MHT Catholic School. 

• I like it because we get to learn more about God and our faith. 

• We can talk about our faith freely. 

• Going to Mass on Tuesdays. 

• There's never somebody in a classroom that you don't know. 

• You get to go to confession. 

• We get to have spiritual buddies and prayer pals. 

• We get to sing in the choir at Mass 

• You can pray with the teachers and they guide you in prayer. 

• We are very fortunate because the moms cook us lunch every week and give us 

dessert. 

• We get to spend time with God. 

• The teachers allow you to learn about Jesus and our Catholic faith. 

• We celebrate holy days. 

• That we have great teachers here!  

• We get to pray with our classmates 

• Every morning we get to pray with our whole class. 

• I love all the teachers! 

• We have a good principal. 

• We sometimes get to talk to the priest. 

• We have awesome teachers! 

• Everybody gets treated the same 

• There are lots of opportunities each week to grow in your faith and to have fun! 

• We are all a school family! 

• We get to read at school Masses 

• We get to become better children of God through our teachers! 

• Catholic Schools' Week! 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us! 



Mass Schedule 
Monday, January 30 
 8:15am † Ted Thelen, including living and  
  deceased family members 
  † Kathy Gibbs 
 

Tuesday, January 31 (MHT) 
 8:15am † Eletha Schmitz, including living    
  and deceased family members  
  

Wednesday, February 1  (MHT) 
        7:00pm † William & Clara Wieber,  
  including living & deceased family 
  members  
    † Dickie & Eunice Wirth, including 
  living & deceased family members  
 

Thursday, February 2 (St. Mary) 
 8:15am † Jerome & Jeanette Feldpausch,   
  including living & deceased family 
  members  
  † Carl & Laurene Thelen, including 
  living & deceased family members  
 

Friday, February 3 
 6:15am † Louis Romilda & Gary Fink   
 8:15am † Living and deceased members of 
  the Mary Petrippen family (MHT) 
 8:15am † Carli Smith, including living &  
  deceased family members  
  

Saturday, February 4 (St. Mary) 
 *4:00pm* Gwen Thelen, including living &  
  deceased family members  
 

Sunday, February 5 
 8:00am † Ron Noeker, including living &  
  deceased family members  
  (St. Mary)  
 8:30am †  The People of Most Holy Trinity  
  & St. Mary’s Parishes (MHT) 
 10:00am † Jerome J. Schafer, including living  
  and deceased family members         
  (St. Mary)  
 10:30am † Jim Thelen (MHT) 
 6:00pm † Chris Spitzley, including living  
  and deceased members of the  
  family  
  † Jeff Wieber, including living and  
  deceased members of the Wieber 
  family (MHT) 
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We Are All Evangelizers 
When Cardinal Isn’t Red 

The word “cardinal” is one of those words in the English lan-
guage that can cause problems for those trying to learn Eng-
lish.  That’s because, standing alone, “cardinal” can  refer to a 
professional baseball player in St. Louis.  Or it can refer to a 
professional football player in Arizona.  It can also refer to a 
bird. Or it can refer to a high-ranking member of  Catholic 
clergy.  Then again, it could just be a shade of red. So what in 
the world does it mean to say there are four cardinal virtues 
in the Catholic Church? 

 The cardinal virtues are what can otherwise be termed hu-
man or moral virtues. The root word for cardinal in this case 
is the Latin word “cardo” meaning hinge.  So the four cardinal 
virtues then are the hinge upon which all other moral virtues 
turn.  There are a few readers right now saying “I should 
know these, but I can’t think of them all. Let’s see, there’s 
prudence and fortitude…and…and…oh just tell me.”  Okay, 
the other two are justice and temperance. 

 Most of us can rattle off the theological virtues of faith, hope 
and love (charity) at the drop of a hat, but the cardinal vir-
tues may cause us to pause in trying to remember them, 
even if we are practicing them.  But if we’re not practicing 
them, we’re probably not fulfilling them.  But there’s good 
news on that front.  Unlike the theological virtues that are 
gifts from above -- “infused by God into the souls of the faith-
ful,” (CCC 1813) moral virtues can be attained by human 
effort.  Cardinal virtues can and should be strengthened 
through human effort and repetition. Here’s a novel idea, 
how about we identify one cardinal virtue in which we are 
lacking, and through effort and repetition during Lent, work 
to strengthen that virtue. Here’s their Catechism definitions: 

 Prudence is the virtue that disposes practical reason to dis-
cern our true good in every circumstance and to achieve the 
right means of achieving it (CCC 1806). 

 Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the constant and 
firm will to give their due to God and neighbor (1807). 

 Fortitude is the moral virtue that ensures firmness in difficul-
ties and constancy in pursuit in the pursuit of the good 
(1808). 

 Temperance is the moral virtue that moderates the attrac-
tions of pleasures and provides balance in the use of created 
goods (1809). 

Continued on next page  
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Ministry Schedule   
 

Tuesday, January 31 —8:15 AM 
 Sacristan Helen Thelen & Julia Schueller  
 Reader MHT Students 
 Servers MHT Students 

  
Wednesday, February 1 —7:00 PM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader Luke Goerge 
 Servers Nicholai & Roman Schafer &  
  Camden Conner 
 
Sunday, February 5 —8:30 AM 
 Sacristan Paul Horak 
 Reader Susie Koenigsknecht 
 Servers Aaron & Brenda Epkey Family 
 ExMHC Ralph Feldpausch, Neil Hufnagel & 
  Dean Schrauben 
 Ushers Tom O’Rourke, John Rademacher, 
  Ryan Pung & Jamey Myers 
 
Sunday, February 5 —10:30 AM 
 Sacristan Gerry Davis 
 Reader David Simon 
 Servers Xavier & Peter Simon & Volunteer 
 ExMHC Cynthia Wolker-Pung, Cindy  
  Halfman & Gerry Davis 
 Ushers Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Dale  
  Koenigsknecht & Don Martin 
 
Sunday, February 5 —6:00 PM 
 Reader Tricia Goerge 
 Servers Andrew & Logan Platte & Brianna  
  Feldpausch 
 ExMHC Ron Feldpausch, Jean   
  Koenigsknecht & Jerry Klein  
 Ushers Jerome Thelen, 3 Volunteers 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 

Important Dates: 
Tues, Jan 31, 2023 7th Grade Retreat at Lansing Catholic H.S.  
Fri, Feb 3, 2023 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Fri, Feb 3, 2023 Math Club Competition @ MSU 
Tues, Feb 7, 2023 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Euchre Tournament:  MHT School 8th Grade class is hosting a eu-
chre tournament on Saturday, February 11, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Activity Center.  Teams of 2 can enter for $40.  Contact Britney 
Thelen at (517) 282-9081 to sign up by Wednesday, February 8. 
Funds will go toward their class trip and graduation expens-
es.  Any excess funds will be donated to the charity of their choice.  
 

Catholic Schools’ Week:  The students and staff and a variety of 
things planned for CSW this year.  We will be celebrating our par-
ents/volunteers, community, staff, students and our priests.  We 
will also have some fun dress up days including, comfy day on 
Monday, Sports teams on Tuesday, Hat, Sucker, Shade Day on 
Wednesday, and just an old fashioned dress down day on Thurs-
day.   
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, on your own intelligence do 
not rely“ 
- Proverbs 3:5  
 

Anne Hufnagel,  Principal 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity School seek to fulfill 
Christ’s mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students 

to the Truth for the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

In a nutshell, prudence means “do the right thing.” Justice calls…  

 for fairness. Fortitude is courage in faith and temperance is mod-
eration.  If we’re thinking that this may be a good idea but that 
Lent is a ways off in the future, I suggest a look at the calendar -- 
Lent is three weeks from this Wednesday (Feb. 1st). 

We often get surprised by the start of Lent because almost every-
one year, it seems we’ve just recovered from Christmas.  This year 
let’s break that trend. Start thinking today about how to pre-
pare  for a successful Lent. 

And for those who are trying to learn the English language, maybe 
you could get some help from a Catholic Cardinal or a St. Louis 
Cardinal, or an Arizona Cardinal or anyone dressed in red. The 
bird, however, can’t help you. 

Deacon Eric 



Scripture Readings 
For the Week of January 29, 2023 

Sunday The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;  
 1 Cor 1:26-31;  Mt 5:1-12a  
  

Monday Heb 11:32-40;   Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24;  
    Mk 5:1-20  
 

Tuesday St. John Bosco, Priest 
 Heb 12:1-4;  Ps 22:26b-27, 28 & 30, 31-32; 
    Mk 5:21-43  
 

Wednesday Heb 12:4-7, 11-15;  Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a;   
    Mk 6:1-6  
 

Thursday Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 Mal 3:1-4;  Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10;  
 Heb 2:14-18   Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  
 

Friday Heb 13:1-8;   Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc;  
    Mk 6:14-29  
 

Saturday Heb 13:15-17, 20-21;  Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  
    Mk 6:30-34  
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Weekly Schedule 
Monday, January 30 
 8:00am Holy Hour for an end to abortion 
 5:30pm Confession—St. Mary’s 
 7:15pm H.S. Religious Ed  
  

Tuesday, January 31 
 After 8:15  7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the Church 
 

Wednesday, February 1  
 5:45am Eucharistic Adoration—MHT  
 8:00am Holy Hour for an End to   
  Abortion 
 5:30pm Confession—MHT 
 6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration—MHT 
 

Thursday, February 2 
 9:30am Confessions—MHT 
 

Friday, February 3 
 6:30am Eucharistic Adoration  - MHT  
 8:15am Eucharistic Adoration -St. Mary’s  
  (until 6:45pm) 
 

Saturday, February 4 
 3:00pm Confessions—St. Mary’s 

St. Joseph Setback Tournament 
St. Joseph’s Parish of Pewamo is hosting a setback tournament 
at the St. Joseph’s School hall on Sunday, February 5, beginning 
at 1:00 p.m.  The tournament will be a six card, six player, two 
on four format, and it will consist of five games of dealing twice 
around the table.  Teams will maintain the same partner 
throughout the tournament but will play different teams each 
game, and each player must pay one dollar into a kitty for each 
set their team has.   

Entry fee is $50 per team and cash prizes will be determined for 
this St. Joseph School fundraising event based on the number of 
participants.  Participants are welcome to bring their beverage 
of choice and the tournament committee will provide light 
snacks and coffee during the tournament as well as a meal fol-
lowing the event.  Contact Dave Wirth at 616-902-3151 or Ron 
Simon at 517-256-1098 to register.  Registration will be limited 
to the first 51 teams.  

MHT Fish Dinners  
February 24th & March 10th 

Most Holy Trinity will be serving fish dinners 
from 4-6:30pm at the Activity Center 11159 
W. Kent St. Fowler. Meals will be served as 
dine-in, take-out, and Drive-Thru. Prices are: 
Adults - $13.00; Children ages 6-10 - $5.00; 
Children 5 and under - Free. Takeout meals 
are available for $13.00 each.   Dinner in-
cludes baked and deep fried fish, scalloped or 
baked potatoes, macaroni and cheese, corn, 
cole slaw, dinner rolls, and desert.  This fund-
raiser dinner is sponsored by the Christian 
Mothers and Knights of Columbus.  
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

David Antes 
Laurie Becker 
Davison Curtin 
Rosanne Davis 
Sean Dush 
Ralph Feldpausch 
Stephen Fox 
Tracy Gaskill 
Elvan Halfmann 
Jacob Hamilton 
Ray Hamilton 
Theresa Heeg 
Sharon Hoerner  
Fr. Dennis Howard 
Frank Hufnagel 
Jenine Koeckner 
Jeff Koenigsknecht 
Katherine Koenigsknecht 
Elaine Kramer 
Therese Kramer 
Jennifer Ledger 
Josiah Ledger 
Fr. Bill Lugger 
David Maniez 
Christopher Martin 
Luke Martin 
Virginia Martin 
Mary McCausey 
Joanne McNamara 
Bishop Mengeling 
Steve Nobis 
Kevin Orth 
Steve Rademacher 
Rodney Robbe 

Julie Wieber-Schafer 
Tracy Schmitt 
Maurice Schmitz 
Jennifer Schrauben 
Gary Schueller 
Dennis Smith 
Charlene Thelen 
Dale L. Thelen 
Jason Thelen 
Nick Thelen 
Steve Thelen 
Russell Tiedt 
Dane VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 
Chris Waldron 
Terry Waldron 
Adele Zamarron 
A Special Intention,  
& for unity within our parish 
family. 
A special intention. 
 
Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from the 
Parish Community who are in 
the Armed Services. 
 
Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed before 
the 8:15am weekday Masses. 
This week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & mental 
health struggles.  
 
Please contact the office to 
add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 

Religious Education 
 

K-8 Upcoming Religious Education:  All 
grades will meet as scheduled this week.  

Presentation of the Confirmation Candidates 
is taking place today, January 29th at the 
10:30 am Mass.  Confirmation candidates 
accompanied by their sponsors will formally 
be presented to the parish communi-
ty.  Please make a commitment to pray for 
our candidates as they continue to prepare 
to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
May 2nd.  

9th & 10th Confirmation Retreat is also be-
ing held today, January 29th for candidates 
and their sponsors  from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm 
at the Activity Center.  The retreat will ex-
plore the throne of our hearts, prayer, devo-
tion  and the Holy Spirit as our helper in living 
in relationship with God  

Lastly, pictured below are our 2nd grade reli-
gious education studying the sacraments!  

Aaron Epkey, DRE  

“The Chosen” 
Whether you have been following "The 
Chosen" through its first two seasons or not, 
I invite all to join us as we watch and discuss 
season three on Thursday evenings at 
6:30pm starting February 9th in the St. Joe 
Church basement.. 
 
See what the hubbub is all about.  Give it 
two weeks and chances are you'll want to 
stay with us throughout Lent. You're 
planning to do something Scriptural for Lent 
anyhow, " Right?" 
 
Dcn. Eric Elstro  
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Pray For Vocations 
As a way to increase prayers for and awareness of vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life in the Diocese of Lansing, the 
Vocations Office is asking parishes to feature a seminarian and 
woman in religious formation each week, so that we may pray for 
them in a special way. 
 

Please keep Seminarian Thomas Watza &  
Sr. Mary Luke Feldpausch in your prayers this week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, faithful men to minister 

as priests, and women to become Brides of Christ and serve Your 
people. Lord, we pray for Your Grace to encourage and support our 
seminarians as they endeavor to become priests; and we pray that 
Your Love be enough for the women in discernment of consecrated 

life. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.” 

St. Francis  
Retreat Center 
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Are 
you looking for a renewed sense of pur-
pose & belonging? 

Register today for a life-changing RE-
FLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis 
Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI (10 miles 
north of Lansing), on Feb 24-26, 2023. 
Take a chance and get involved... you 
won't regret it!  Cost is $215 for meals 
and a single room.  

Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail 
reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call 
(586) 770-1772 for details.  

Men college age and older are 
invited to a Come and See Weekend 
at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit this January 26-28, 2023.   

Visitors will attend Mass, Holy Hour, 
classes, take a tour of the seminary, 
and enjoy fraternal time with the 
seminarians, and have Q and A 
sessions with faculty priests.   

For more information on how to 
register, contact Fr. John Whitlock, 
Vocations Director at 517-342-2507 
or jwhitlock@dioceseoflansing.org.   

Palm Branches 
If you have palm branches at your 
home that you would like to dispose 
of, we’ll be collecting them in baskets 
at the entrances of the Church and in 
the parish office. Well collect them 
starting February 5 through the 20th  

Thank you!  

• $40 Donation per team 

• 8th Grade thru adult 

• Register by Feb 8th:  

• Use QR Code or 

• Text Britney @  

 (517) 282-9081 

• Payments collected at 

Tournament 

• Snacks, water, & lemonade 

provided 

http://www.reflectretreat.com
http://www.shms.edu/
https://lansingpriest.org/contact-the-vocation-director/


Sponsor of the Week: 
Lowell Granite Company— 
Dale Thelen 
 

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin.  And 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch.) 
 

Rev. Fr. Eric Weber, Pastor 
father@stmarychurch.net 
 

Fr. Peter Lawrence, Associate Pastor  
pjlawrence@stmarychurch.net  
 

Fr. Joe Campbell, Weekend Assistant 
frjoseph.campbell@lansingcatholic.org 
 

Dcn. Eric Elstro 
deaconeric@hotmail.com  
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Parish Administrator 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Amanda Ingleright, Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, DRE 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Chris Groves, Youth Minister 

youthminister@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Music Min. & Children’s Choir 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Jim Keating, Music Ministry & Adult Choir 

jamesk@mhtparish.com 
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays at 9:00am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school.com 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Anne Hufnagel, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Liz Klein, School Secretary 

Jan. 15 Collection ... $10,610.13 

Online Giving ............ $2,245.83 

Total Collection....... $12,855.96 

 
Special Collections  

ETF ................................... $5.00 

Cemetery Care ............... 145.00 

Capital Improvement..... $50.00 

First Offering .................. $30.00 

Newspapers ................... $15.00 

School Support .............. $60.00 

Solemnity of Mary  ........ $12.00 

Jan. 22 Collection ....... $9,301.60 

Online Giving .............. $4,344.89 

Total Collection ......... $13,646.49 

 

Special Collections 

ETF ..................................... $5.00 

Capital Improvement ..... $310.00 

First Offering .................... $90.00 

Newspaper ........................ $5.00 

School Support ................ $10.00 

Solemnity of Mary ........... $50.00 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

Christian Mother  

& Women’s Association 
Our annual newsletter went out to all members via email this past 
week. There is also a copy posted in the back of the church. If you 
are not on our email list, please send your email address and name 
to ChristianMothersFowler@gmail.com. Email is our main route of 
communication, and we want to make sure all members are in the 
know about what is going on in our organization!  

Also, save the date for our annual speaker event: Come hear Pete 
Burak on Monday, March 20th @ 7pm in the church; Praise and 
Worship will be offered beforehand beginning at 6:30pm.  

Thank you!  

http://www.mhtparish.com/

