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Mass Schedule

Tuesday, January 6

8:15 AM t Paul & Pauline Soyka,
including living and
deceased family members

Wednesday, January 7

6:00 PM t Jerry Krause

Thursday, January 8

8:15 AM t Clem & Thelma
Rademacher, including
living and deceased family
members

Friday, January 9

8:15 AM t Paul & Mary Ann Esch,

including living and
deceased family members

Saturday, January 10
4:30 PM The people of the parish

Sunday, January 11

8:30 AM t Mandy Werner,
including living and
deceased family members

10:30 AM 1 Ken Koenigsknecht,
including living and
deceased family members

Sanctuary
Candle
Intention

In loving memory of Roman & Marina

Feldpausch

From the Pastor’s Desk

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

We are very excited to begin Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
(“CGS”) for 3-6 year olds starting this fall! Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd is a unique approach to catechesis, through which
young children build deep, lifelong relationships with Christ and
His Church. It uses a Montessori approach to engage children in
age-appropriate, hands-on materials, based on Sacred Scripture
and the Liturgy. CGS is being used in an ever-increasing number of
dioceses (including our own), parishes and schools around the U.S
and the world. In CGS, children gather with catechists in a room
called the "atrium," which is reserved exclusively for this purpose.
The atrium is filled with a rich variety of beautifully crafted hands-
on work materials related to Christ's life, His parables, the Liturgy
and the Sacraments.

Here at MHT, we plan to renovate part of the currently
underutilized upper floor of the Youth Center to build an
“atrium.” In order to do this, we need your help! Specifically, we
need help with:

Building wooden materials (such as shelves, miniature altars, child
size tables, presentation materials)

Making atrium materials (sewing, painting, woodworking or
assembling items)

Donating supplies, tools, or completed materials

Offering Skills such as carpentry, sewing, art, or organizational
help

For more information on how you can help,
please contact Aaron Epkey, our Director of
Religious Education. Also, check out this
video for more information about
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd!

Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd

God bless you,
FrJohn

Newly Baptized

Peter Boak

Son of Charlie & Sarah Boak

We welcome Peter to our parish family!

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church & Fowler, Michigan



Week 2 - Marriage & The New Testament

As we continue our reflections on marriage and family life, we
move to the New Testament and Matthew’s Gospel. In chapter
19:3-9, we read, “Some Pharisees approached [Jesus], and tested
him, saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause
whatever?” He said in reply, “Have you not read that from the
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female and said, ‘For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined
together, no human being must separate.” They said to him, “Then
why did Moses command that the man give the woman a bill of
divorce and dismiss [her]?” He said to them, “Because of the
hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce your wives,
but from the beginning it was not so. | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) and marries
another commits adultery.”

A few fundamental takeaways here. First, when asked about
marriage and divorce, Jesus immediately refers to the Genesis
texts we examined last week. So, if we believe that Jesus is the
Son of God, then we cannot simply set aside Genesis if we want to
be truthful to our profession of faith. Next, Jesus affirms that God
the Creator designed only two sexes, male and female, and that
these two sexes are the only proper subjects of marriage. Lastly,
Jesus affirms that marriage is a lifelong union, “unless the
marriage is unlawful” (more on that to come). ltis also
noteworthy here that Jesus also renounces some practices in the
Old Testament as concessions for a specific time: namely divorce
(we will talk about the reality of divorce more in a future column).
By extension, we could also include polygamy here as something
that was allowed for a time (as in parts of the Old Testament) but
certainly not intended or desired by God.

Interestingly, if you continue reading in Matthew 19, even way
back in the time of Christ people protested the idea of a life-long
marriage. That is, Jesus’ own disciples go on to say, “If that is the
case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry”! But Jesus
doesn’t back down at all on His teaching. He instead replies that
there are 3 good reasons not to marry: because one is born
incapable of marriage (think of those with physical or
psychological challenges), because they have been made unable
to marry by the others (think of those who cannot find a suitable
spouse or have been abandoned by their spouse), or because they
have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom (as in
priesthood and consecrated life). There is much that could be
said about these 3 reasons not to marry, and there will be much
more to say in coming articles on the many challenges that
marriages face. But to conclude for now, we can say that Jesus,
the Son of God, explicitly affirms the vision of marriage designed
by the Creator in the beginning, as we read in the Book of
Genesis.

Ministry Schedule

Tuesday, January 6— 8:15 AM

Sacristan Jerry Klein
Reader Deanna Pung

Wednesday, January 7—6:00 PM
Sacristan Luke Goerge

Reader Carol Piggott

Servers Kennedy Weber, Liam Simon

Thursday, January 8—8:15 AM
Sacristan Dean Schrauben
Reader MHT Students

Friday, January 9— 8:15 AM
Sacristan Gerry Arens
Reader Tricia Feldpausch

Saturday, January 10— 4:30 PM

Sacristan Craig Arens

Reader Carol Piggott

Servers Landon, Waylon, & Hailey Simon,
Ronald Hufnagel

ExMHC Luke Goerge, Dale Feldpausch,
Patty Koenigsknecht

Ushers John Pung, Joe Bodarko, John
Hufnagel, Lonnie Schueller

Sunday, January 11 — 8:30 AM

Sacristan Paul Horak

Reader Lyle Simon

Servers Nicholas Smith, Quinn & Donavan
Wieber, Staci Epkey

ExXMHC Luke Goerge, Randy Wirth, Ralph
Feldpausch

Ushers Tim, Robin, Kevin, & Ryan
Koenigsknecht

Sunday, January 11 — 10:30 AM

Sacristan Luke Goerge

Reader Joy Stump

Servers Danica & Brynn Loynes, Jayda &
Tyson Feldpausch

ExMHC Luke Goerge, McKenzie & Domik
Feldpausch

Ushers Hilary Stump, Keith Weber, Kent
Dell, Duane Pung

January 4, 2026 Q Epiphany



Music Ministry

Happy Epiphany! If you are not currently
involved in music ministry here at MHT, this is
the perfect time to start getting involved!
New voices and musicians are always needed!
Please contact Kate Davis for more
information and to get involved at
kated@mbhtparish.com.

The High School Choir Sings next on Sunday,
January 18th at 10:30am Mass. To sing with
this choir, please arrive to the choir loft by
9:45am the morning of the Mass.

New Servers

If you have not already enrolled in MSP
(Ministry Scheduler Pro), and would like to be
included in the upcoming months of serving,
please do so from this link. https://
secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/enroliment/
MHTParish

Or visit our webpage, mhtparish.com and find
the Ministry Scheduler Pro link at the bottom
of the home page that says enroll. You can
also contact the parish office with any
questions, 989-593-2162.

Wedding Banns

First Publication

Eric Luttig, Son of Larry & Michele Luttig

Kalani Koenigsknecht, daughter of Craig &
Barb Koenigsknecht and Jackie & Joe
Bertram

Most Holy Trinity School
Connecting Faith to Life

Most Holy Trinity School, in garmership with the Church and our
families, will provide a Catholic education to help our students
become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.

Important Dates:

Mon., Jan. 5 Classes resume

Thurs., Jan 8 All School Mass 8:15 am

Sun., Jan. 25 Catholic Schools Week Kick Off Mass
10:30am

Sun., Feb. 1 Catholic Schools Week Breakfast

New MS Math Teacher: We are pleased to welcome Karolina
Ramirez as our new middle school math and social studies
teacher beginning in the new year. She brings a strong
background in math education, with experience teaching at the
elementary, middle, high school, and college levels, as well as in
math curriculum development. Karolina was very impressed with
our school community, and both students and staff spoke highly
of her math lesson with the 7th graders. We look forward to her
joining our teaching staff.

We are also very grateful to Miss Martin for serving as our
substitute teacher this fall. We appreciate her dedication and hard
work and are thankful that she will continue with us as a
substitute during the second semester. We wish her the best as
she continues her studies in education.

Thank you for your prayers for this position. Please join us in
welcoming Karolina to MHT School and continue to keep her in
your prayers as she joins our community.

“You may often be at a stand in a situation so new, Only do your
best and leave the rest to our dear God.” - Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Cari Smith, Principal

Thank You

Thank you to everyone who was a sponsor for our first annual 12
Days of Christmas. Your willingness to participate has helped to
support and brighten the days leading up to Christmas for friends
and family members, with the passing of their loved ones. This
program wouldn't be possible without your generosity and caring.

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church A Fowler, Michigan
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K-12 Faith Formation

High School Faith Formation resumes this week
Monday, January 5 from 7:15 pm to 8:15 pm.

Faith Formation: Penny Goerge’s Kindergarten Faith
Formation class proudly displaying their Nativity craft
project before going on Christmas break.

Christmas Nativity Play: Thank you to the coordinators
Brenda Epkey, Andrea Pohl, Jamie Lackscheide, Sherry
Hamilton, Kate Davis (children’s choir) and all our
children who provided a beautiful Nativity reenactment
at the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass.

Steubenville “Worthy” Youth Conference June 26-

28: Registration Now Open. Visit mhtparish.com to
register. All youth who are currently in grades 8 -12 are
invited to attend this unforgettable weekend to
encounter our Lord through Mass, Adoration,
Confession, high energy praise & worship, dynamic
speakers, community fun and faith filled friendships.

We will be attending the Main Campus 2 "Worthy"
Youth Conference at Franciscan University Steubenville,
Ohio on the weekend of June 26-28, 2026. We will
depart from Most Holy Trinity church parking lot at 9:00
AM on Friday 6/26 and will return Sunday 6/28 to MHT
at approximately 7:30pm. Spots are limited, so don’t
wait to register and see what God has in store for you.
We would be blessed with your presence.

Please Pray

For Our Friends
and Relatives

A Special Intention
Alice Becker
Michael Bozung
Merle Braun

Al Cielen

Davison Curtin
Brett Dillon
Bethany Fedewa
Claude Feldpausch
Mike Heeg
Therese Heeg

Kim Humphrey
Elaine Irrer

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht
Terry Luttig
Arlene McCausey
Mary McCausey
Gabrielle (Olney) Meece
Steve Nobis

Ryan O’Dell
Megan Parsons
Stan Pohl

Alex Pung

John Rademacher
Steve Rademacher

Julie Wieber Schafer
Hilary Schmitt
Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt
Kay Sillman

Joan Simon

Denny Smith

Dennis Spitzley
Janice Spitzley
Janet Thelen
Charles Trierweiler
Hunter Walter

Gary A. Weber

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our
prayers all those from
the Parish Community
who are in the Armed
Services.

Weekday Rosary

The Rosary is prayed
before the 8:15am
weekday Masses. This
week, we pray for those
battling addiction &
mental health struggles.

Please contact the
office to add or remove
a name from the list.
Thank you.

Never Alone | Confirmation Retreat (9th & 10th) will
be held Sunday, January 18 beginning with the 8:30am
Mass and concluding at 3:30pm. The theme for this
retreat is entitled “Never Alone — Holy Spirit” The
retreat will unveil the reality, beauty, and power of
encountering the Holy Spirit.

Meals Needed: Ten NET Team missionaries will be with
us on January 18th — 20th providing a confirmation
retreat for our youth and we are looking for volunteers
to help provide meals during their time with us. If you
are willing to prepare or donate a meal, please sign up
by visiting the parish website or contact Aaron

Epkey. Thank you for supporting the Net Team
missionaries and our youth.

(989) 593-2162 3 www.mhtparish.com




Weekly Schedule Our Parish Stewardship
Monday, January 5 God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
8:00am Holy Hour for an End to
Aborts
bortion Dec. 21 Collection ..$14,770.71 Special Collections
Tuesday, January 6 Children’s Collection........ $5.00 Christmas Flowers........ $160.00
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the Online Giving.. .......... $4,689.81 o S $5.00
Mass Blessed Mother in the Christmas Offering.......$180.00 Military Services............. $10.00
Church Immaculate Conception..$15.00
Wednesday’ January 7 TOtal CO”ectiOﬂ ....... $19,660.52
6:00am Intercessory Adoration
Begins FY26 Weekly Amount
8:00am Holy Hour for an End to Needed.................... $16,826.92
Abortion
5:00pm  Confessions . Cumulative Difference for Fiscal
5:00pm  Holy Hour for Vocations Year 2025: oo, $32,674.35
6:00pm Intercessory Adoration
Ends
Friday, January 9 . . .
6:30am  Eucharistic Adoration Contributions for December 28 will be
8:45am  Confessions published in the January 11th bulletin
Saturday, January 10

7:00am Eucharistic Adoration
3:00pm Confessions

a2 Catholic

7 Charities | | Inlercessory
Adoration

Volunteers Needed
We are in need of volunteers in our

community kitchen. Please contact us if
interested in helping, 517-372-4700.

JANUARY 7TH
6AM-6PM

We are Hiring!

St. Vincent Campus & Cristo Rey Campus
are looking for :

Chief Executive Officer

Case & Office Manager
Counselors & many more!

Catholiccharitiesiec.org/careers
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Sponsor of the Week:
Wirth & Fedewa Construction, Inc.

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin
possible.

Thank You

We would like to thank the Fowler Fire Department, the area
businesses and families who have supported Lunch With Santa for
over 45 years. We are very fortunate and blessed to be living in the
community we have. Proceeds went to those in need.

God Bless, Diane Hulliberger & Laurie Platte

MHT SCRIP

The next Scrip order is coming up, please have orders submitted to the
parish office by noon on Friday, January 9th.

If you would like to learn more about the Scrip program and how you
can use it to help defray the cost of a Catholic Education please visit
the MHT Parish website or contact the school.

Position Opening

Cemetery Sexton

We are seeking applications for a part-time sexton (12hrs/week).
Responsibilities include coordinating burials with the parish office and
the grave digger, locating and marking foundations and graves,
maintaining all cemetery equipment, keeping the cemetery stocked
with necessary materials and resources, coordinating with mowing
crews, and general upkeep of the cemetery grounds.

Desired qualities include knowledge of lawn care equipment
maintenance, physical capability to lift heavy items, dependability,
attention to detail, communication skills, a flexible schedule,
organizational skills, hospitality, and a desire to serve the Lord.

If you feel the Lord may be calling you to this position, an application
and detailed job description can be picked up at the parish office. This
position will remain open until filled.

Catholic Church

545 North Maple St. Fowler, M| 48835
(989) 593-2162

www.mhtparish.com

Email: office@mhtparish.com

Office Hours

Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm

Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch,
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am
for a weekly meeting)

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor
friohn@mhtparish.com

Deacon Luke Goerge
lukeg@mhtparish.com

Parish Office Staff

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager
administrator@mbhtparish.com

Mary Gardner, Secretary
office@mhtparish.com

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious
Education
dre@mbhtparish.com

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization
andreas@mhtparish.com

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry
kated@mbhtparish.com

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper
trinap@mhtparish.com

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am
MHT School A}

Office [\¢

Tel: (989) 593-2616

Website:
www.mhtparish.com/school
Email: school@mhtparish.com

Cari Smith, School Principal
Diane Burton, School Secretary
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary
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