
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  •  October 30, 2022 

 Gentle Reminders 
Vicki Noeker 

 

Why do we love vacations? Just the thought of one brings joy and excitement to our lives. I believe it's 
because we finally allow ourselves to rest. The problem with vacations is that they are usually so 
spread out that by the time they come, we are mentally and physically tired. The irony here is that our 
Lord has known from the beginning of time that we need rest. He even went as far as to schedule a 
vacation for us every week. We don’t have to wait months or save enough money, we just need to 
take it.  

I attended a parish mission at St. Gerard where Chris Stefanick talked about how to find Joy. Not sur-
prisingly, one of the main ways to find Joy was to rest. He talked about how amazing our Lord is, and 
that He knew we’d need a command to make it happen. He knew that evil would tempt us with busy-
ness trying to keep us distracted from our Creator and that if we fell into this trap, we would experi-
ence greater anxiety, depression, greed, and tiredness and as a result our mental clarity, marriages, 
and families would all suffer.  

All throughout our lives, we have needed gentle reminders. When we were younger, it might have 
been “don’t touch that” or “remember your coat” and my favorite “nothing good happens after mid-
night.” As we get older, we still need reminders. The last few weeks here at St. Mary’s Church we have 
been given the opportunity to be reminded of our Lord's wisdom. There are only 10 Commandments 
and God knew our need for rest was so important that it made the top three. Not only did He know 
this, but I don’t think it's a coincidence that He followed it up with Honor your Father & Mother.  

The Commandments are not a list of No’s, but a list meant to protect us, to keep us healthy in mind, 
body, and spirit. As children, our parents gave us rules to keep us safe. As parents, how happy are you 
when your children obey you? Keeping your children, friends, and family safe is one of our greatest 
goals and achievements; and our Lord revels in the same thing. We've spent the past few weeks trying 
to master the art of rest, and whether you've made small changes or have adopted totally new tradi-
tions, God is happy with your progress and your desire to obey His commands. How many of us have 
actually discovered that by doing less we actually have more? More patience, more energy, more joy, 
more time. By stepping out of the chaos we allowed our eyes to be open to the life God intended for 
us. We can enjoy His creation of nature and each other and rediscover joy! We’ve all experienced a 
time in our lives when things have gotten canceled and we are thrilled at our newfound free time. Rest 
is essential to our happiness, and that is why God made it a commandment. There is a saying that “if 
the devil can’t make you sin, he’ll make you busy.” Why? Because both have the same effect: they cut 
you off from your relationship with God, the people around you and jeopardizes your soul. Don’t be 
discouraged if you haven’t mastered this yet, keeping the commandments is a life-long goal, one that 
we can always improve on. 

Maybe you’ve experienced some of the three fruits mentioned in the past bulletin covers, either in 
yourself or in others around you. We’d love to hear from you. How have the changes you’ve made im-
pacted your life or the way you approach Sundays? If you have something you are willing to share, 
please contact the parish office. Testimonies provide hope and encouragement which leads to joy and 
rest.  



Mass Schedule 
Monday, November 14 (MHT) 
 8:15am †  Katie Schafer, including living and  
  deceased family members 
  † Phil Thelen, including living and  
  deceased family members   
  

Tuesday, November 15 (MHT) 
 8:15am † In thanksgiving for those who  
  supported MHT School Dinner Raffle  
   

Wednesday, November 16 (MHT) 
 7:00pm † George & Jane Andros, including  
  living and deceased family members 
  † Gerald Fox, including living and  
  deceased family members  
 

Thursday, November 17 (St. Mary) 
 8:15am † Mark A. Thelen, including living and 
  deceased family members  
  † Faith “Tena” Schmitt 1 year  
  anniversary  
 

Friday, November 18 (St. Mary) 
 8:15am † Carli Smith, including living and  
  deceased family members 
  † Brent Beuschel, including living and 
   deceased family members 
 

Saturday, November 19 (St. Mary) 
 4:30pm † The People of St. Mary and Most Holy 
  Trinity Parishes 
 

Sunday, November 20 
 8:00am † Kathy Kemp, including living and  
  deceased family members (St. Mary) 
 8:30am † Toni Hafner, including Joe, Neil, and  
  Joanne (MHT) 
 10:00am † Roger Rademacher, including living  
  and deceased family members  
  (St. Mary) 
 10:30am † MaryAnn Esch, including living and  
  deceased family members (MHT) 
 6:00pm † Clem U. Thelen (MHT) 
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We Are All Evangelizers 

Maintaining Faith After Elections 
 

Since this column has to be submitted early in the week, I have 
no idea who the victors were in this week’s elections -- beyond 
the obvious monetary winners, such as TV stations and net-
works that rake in millions in political ads during election years. 
I do know that about half of America will be happy and about 
half will be sad because our country is so politically divided.  
Perhaps democracy will be dead by the time this column hits 
print. That’s what some candidates were predicting would hap-
pen if their party didn’t win. Either way, I’m guessing democracy 
still exists today though perhaps -- make that “probably” -- not 
in it purest form. 
 
But my call today is for all of us to maintain our faith regardless 
of what happened Tuesday at the polls.  Bishop Robert Barron 
had a great gospel reflection earlier this week that had nothing 
to do with elections, but his words about faith remind us of who 
were are as Christians living in today’s world: 
 
“Faith is powerful, for it is a link to the reality of God, the power 
that made and sustains the cosmos. Sometimes, the power of 
faith is manifested in spectacular and immediately obvious 
ways. For example, there is a long tradition of faith healing 
stretching back to Jesus himself and through many of the 
saints.” 
 
But more often than not, he says, faith manifests itself in finding 
the courage to face difficulties in life.  That would include sick-
ness, death, job loss, divorce and so on. It is when we are faced 
with faith-testing situations in life that Bishop Barron says we 
must find within our faith-based courage: “the confidence that 
we are being guided and cared for, even when that guidance 
and care are not immediately apparent.” 
 
We still must carry on with our lives regardless of what hap-
pened at the polls this week. Our employers are expecting us to 
show up at work and our kids are expecting us to pick them up 
after practice. The world didn’t end when the polls closed. (I 
don’t expect too many people are moving to Canada because of 
Tuesday’s results.) So, whether the election results made us 
happy or sad, we need to keep the faith.  As Christians, our 
goals are independent of polls. 
 
NOTE: I would like to give a shout out to all the people from this 
area who sacrificed many hours a week for the last several 
weeks going door-to-door and making phone calls in an effort to 
defeat Proposal Three.  The Lord will surely bless you regardless 
of the election results. 
 
Deacon Eric— deaconeric@hotmail.com  
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Ministry Schedule 
  
Monday, November 14—8:15 AM 
 Sacristan Gary Weber 
 Reader Linda Epkey  
 
Tuesday, November 15—8:15 AM 
 Sacristan Helen Thelen & Julia Schueller 
 Reader MHT Students 
 Servers MHT Students 
 
Wednesday, November 16 —7:00 PM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader Luke Goerge 
 Servers Donnivan, Remington, & Jamison  
  Schueller 
 
Sunday, November 20 —8:30 AM 
 Sacristan Gerry Davis 
 Reader Rob Becker 
 Servers Leah, Jonah, & Clara Thelen 
 ExMHC Dale Feldpausch, Jane Sisung,  
  Vicki Wieber 
 Ushers Mike Koenigsknecht, Phillip  
  Schmitt, Jerome Spitzley, Kurt  
  Thelen  
 
Sunday, November 20 —10:30 AM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader James Bozung  
 Servers Jonathan Fowler, Cooper & Annie  
  Koenigsknecht 
 ExMHC Jennifer Koenigsknecht, McKenzie 
  Koenigsknecht, Kristin Phillips 
 Ushers Dale Koenigsknecht, Don Martin,  
  Kirk Phillips, Keith Weber 
 
Sunday, November 20 —6:00 PM 
 Sacristan Paul Horak 
 Reader Not Filled 
 Servers Logan  & Andrew Platte,   
  Volunteer 
 ExMHC Sharon Fink, 2 Volunteers 
 Ushers Lonnie Schueller, 2 Volunteers 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 

 
Important Dates: 
Tues, Nov. 15, 2022  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tues, Nov. 22, 2022  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Weds, Nov. 23, 2022  11:30 Dismissal  
Thurs, Nov. 24, 2022  No School/Thanksgiving  
Fri, Nov. 25, 2022  No School/Thanksgiving Break  
 
Anne Hufnagel, Principal 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity School seek to fulfill 
Christ’s mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students 

to the Truth for the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

Religious Education 
 

Upcoming Religious Education 
K-8th:  Week of November 14 – All grades will meet as scheduled.  
High School: November 14, 21, 28 @ the parish activity center 
from 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm 
 
9th & 10th Confirmation:  There will be a confirmation session for 
candidates and their sponsors this Sunday, November 13 from 
12:30 pm to 3:30 pm at the parish activity center. If the sponsor is 
unable to be present, then we ask a parent to attend in their 
place. The session will focus on building an authentic relationship 
with God, just as with any relationship, requires time spent to-
gether, specifically through the Real Presence of Jesus in the Most 
Holy Eucharist.  Pope John Paul II said, “Only in the encounter 
with Him, the Word made flesh, do we find the fullness of self and 
happiness.”   
 
Aaron Epkey, DRE  

MHT School Gift Certificates 
We are happy to let you know that MHT School now has Gift Cer-
tificates for the new car wash bay here in town.  We sell $10.00 
and $12.00 Certificates in the school office and a $14.00 Certifi-
cate by ordering through the school or directly through the 
Raiseright Scrip Site: https://login.raiseright.com 

With the Holiday Season fast approaching remember you can pur-
chase Gift Cards through the school.  The Raiseright Program 
offers many $5 and $10 cards this time of year.  You can find an 
order form in the back of Church or in the School Office.  Just fill it 
out and drop it and your payment off to the School, Parish office, 
Church Money Collection or black mailbox outside the Parish 
Office.  

https://login.raiseright.com


Scripture Readings 
For the Week of November 13, 2022 

Sunday Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Mal 3:19-20a;   Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9;  
 2 Thes 3:7-12;  Lk 21:5-19  
  
Monday Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5;   Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 6;  
 Lk 18:35-43  
 
Tuesday Rv 3:1-6, 14-22;   Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5;
 Lk 19:1-10  
 
Wednesday Rv 4:1-11;   Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
 Lk 19:11-28   
 
Thursday St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 
 Rv 5:1-10;   Ps 149:1b-2-6A and 9B; 
 Lk 19:41-44  
 
Friday Rv 10:8-11;   Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 
 111, 131;   Lk 19:45-48  
 
Saturday Rv 11:4-12  Ps 144:1, 2, 9-10;  
 Lk 20:27-40  
 
Sunday The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
 King of the Universe 
 2 Sm 5:1-3;    Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; 
 Col 1:12-20;   Lk 23:35-43 
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Weekly Schedule 
Monday, November 14  
 8:00am Holy Hour for an end to abortion 
 5:30pm Confession—St. Mary’s 
 7:15pm High School Religious Education 
 

Tuesday, November 15 
After 8:15 Mass 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
   Blessed Mother in the Church 
 

Wednesday, November 16 
 5:45am Eucharistic Adoration—MHT  
 8:00am Holy Hour for an End to  
  Abortion 
 5:30pm Confession—MHT 
 6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration—MHT 
 

Thursday, November 17 
 9:30am Confessions—MHT 
 

Friday, November 18 
 6:30am Eucharistic Adoration  - MHT  
 8:15am Eucharistic Adoration -St. Mary’s 
  (until 6:45pm) 
 

Saturday, November 19 
 3:00pm Confessions—St. Mary’s 

Children’s Choir  
All children in grades 2-8 are invited to sing in the Christmas 
Eve 4:30pm Children's Mass and First Communion masses 
this year. Permission forms for the Children's Choir went out 
this past week to all MHT School and Religious Education stu-
dents.  

If you did not receive a form, please contact the parish office, 
Kate Davis at kated@mhtparish.com, or go to our parish web-
site.  Forms are due by Monday, November 14th to the Parish 
Office or to the MHT School office.  

Please be sure your child is available to attend the practices 
outlined in the permission form. Children may not participate 
without a completed permission form.  

New Job Opportunity 
Lori Hyland has taken a full-time position at 
the Clinton County offices. We congratulate 
her and thank her for all her hard work these 
past 7 years, especially during the past few 
months of transition. She will be missed, and 
we wish her the best.  

Due to her leaving, we are now seeking appli-
cations for a part-time (19 hrs/week) 
bookkeeper at MHT. Responsibilities include 
ensuring proper maintenance of accounting 
records, processing of receivables, payables, 
and payroll, as well as preparing routine and 
special accounting reports.  

Desired qualities include an accounting back-
ground, organizational skills, the ability to 
work as a part of a team, and most important-
ly, a strong desire to serve the Lord. 

If you feel the Lord may be calling you to this 

position, an application and job-description 

can be picked up at the parish office. The posi-

tion will remain open until filled.  
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

David Antes 
Laurie Becker 
Davison Curtin 
Sean Dush 
Ralph Feldpausch 
Stephen Fox 
Tracy Gaskill 
Elvan Halfmann 
Jacob Hamilton 
Ray Hamilton 
Theresa Heeg 
Andrew Hogan 
Fr. Dennis Howard 
Frank Hufnagel 
Jenine Koeckner 
Jeff Koenigsknecht 
Katherine Koenigsknecht 
Elaine Kramer 
Therese Kramer 
Jennifer Ledger 
Josiah Ledger 
Fr. Bill Lugger 
David Maniez 
Christopher Martin 
Luke Martin 
Mary McCausey 
Joanne McNamara 
Bishop Mengeling 
Steve Nobis 
Kevin Orth 
Rodney Robbe 
Constance M. Schafer 
Julie Wieber-Schafer 
Tracy Schmitt 
Maurice Schmitz 

Jennifer Schrauben 
Gary Schueller 
Bob Shannon 
Dennis Smith 
Charlene Thelen 
Dale L. Thelen 
Jason Thelen 
Nick Thelen 
Steve Thelen 
Russell Tiedt 
Dane VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 
Chris Waldron 
Terry Waldron 
Adele Zamarron 
A Special Intention,  
& for unity within our parish 
family. 
A special intention. 
 
Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from the 
Parish Community who are in 
the Armed Services. 
 
Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed before 
the 8:15am weekday Masses. 
This week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & mental 
health struggles.  
 
Please contact the office to 
add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 

 

 
 

Festival Planning 
Thanks to you, our parishioners, this year’s 
parish festival was a huge success! We’d like 
to invite you to join the festival committee to 
help vision new and exciting ideas that can 
foster the growth of our parish festival. If you 
are interested in being a part of this, please 
contact Jordan Spitzley at the parish office for 
more details on what this would all entail. 
We will host our first planning meeting Tues-
day, November 22 at 7:00 pm in the parish 
office.  

 

Liturgical Training 
We will have a training night for both new 
and current Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 
and Ushers on Tuesday, November 29, at 
7pm in the Activity Center. Please, do your 
best to make it to this. Thank you!  

Baptism Changes 
As we transition to our new baptism prep 
process at MHT, please remember to let us 
know if you’re expecting so we can help you 
prepare for the baptism of your child. 
  

Here are some important highlights:  

• Please, come to the parish office and get a 
baptism packet to begin the process.  

•Starting December 14, we will have a bap-
tism class every other month.  

• This is required of both parents and god-
parents before the baptism. 

• Attending a classes will only be required 
once every 5 years. 

• Baptism will be held on the 3rd Sunday of 
each month after the 10:30am Mass.  
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MHT Thanksgiving Food Collection 
 

We will begin our annual food collection for the needy 
this Monday, November 14 and continue to collect food 
through Thanksgiving weekend.  
 
Please only bring non-perishable food items for the food 
collection. (NO glass containers or jars, please!)  
 
These items can be placed by the front altar of Our Lady.  
 
Thank you for your generosity!  

Thank you!  
Once again, we thank all those who have helped 
with our parish grounds over the past few 
months, especially Dennis Simon for all his donat-
ed time and equipment. This fall has been espe-
cially beautiful because of everyone’s hard work.  

Pray For Vocations 
As a way to increase prayers for and awareness of vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated life in the Diocese of Lansing, 
the Vocations Office is asking parishes to feature a seminarian 
and woman in religious formation each week, so that we may 
pray for them in a special way. 
 

Please keep Seminarian Randy Koenignsknecht &  
Sr. Mary Luke Feldpausch in your prayers this week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, faithful men 
to minister as priests, and women to become Brides of Christ 

and serve Your people. Lord, we pray for Your Grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as they endeavor to 

become priests; and we pray that Your Love be enough for the 
women in discernment of consecrated life. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord, Amen.” 

Baptisms 
 

William Henry Schafer  
 

Son of Kenneth & 
Nichole (Jury) Schafer  
 

We welcome William to 
our parish family!   

Parish Office Closed... 
The parish office will be closed on Thanksgiving 
Day and the Friday after. Enjoy your Thanksgiving 
Holiday!  



Sponsor of  the Week: 
 NAPA The Parts Store 
To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin.  And 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

Nov. 6 Collection......... $14,563.00 

Online Giving ................ $2,207.83 

Total Collection ........... $16,770.83 

 
Special Collections 

All Saints Day ................... $573.00 

ETF ..................................... $35.00 

World Mission Sunday ....... $10.00 

Newspaper....................... $210.00 

Cemetery  ........................ $352.00 

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  ●  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
 
Office Hours ................................................ 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch.) 
 
Pastoral Staff 

Pastor .......................................................... Rev. Eric Weber 
 ................................................... father@stmarychurch.net 
Associate Pastor ................................... Fr. Peter Lawrence 
 ........................................... pjlawrence@stmarychurch.net  
 
Support Staff 

Parish Administrator ................................... Jordan Spitzley 

 ........................................... administrator@mhtparish.com 

Bookkeeper ....................................................... Lori Hyland 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Amanda Ingleright 

 ........................................................ office@mhtparish.com 

Director of Religious Education ...................... Aaron Epkey 

 ............................................................ dre@mhtparish.com 

Youth Ministry ................................................. Chris Groves 

Music Ministry & Children’s Choir ...................... Kate Davis 

Sacraments 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Sunday .......................... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 6:00 pm 
Weekdays/Holy days ..........................See Weekly Schedule 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday ........................................... 9:30 a.m. -  10:30 a.m. 
Any other times will be listed in the bulletin. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 

Please come to the parish office and pick up a Baptism 
packet so we can begin to help you prepare to have your 
child baptized. Dates for Baptism Prep as well as Baptismal 
dates are provided in the packet. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the office at least 1 year before marriage. 
 
Anointing of the Sick 

Call the parish office anytime day or night. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays at 9:00am 
 

MHT School 
(989) 593-2616 
hwww.mhtparish.com/school.com 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 

School Support Staff 

MHT School Principal ............................ Anne Hufnagel 
School Secretary ..................................... Diane Burton 
School Secretary ..............................................Liz Klein 

Monthly Finance Report For October  
 

Sunday Collection - All Sources .............................. $61,098.82 

Sunday Collections - Year to Date ........................ $243,267.97 

Sunday Collections - FY 21 Budget ....................... $750,000.00 

Percentage Collected Through October ....................... 32.43% 

Bulletin announcements and 
articles for Sunday Nov. 27 are 

due Weds, Nov. 16 at 9am. 

http://www.mhtparish.com/

