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Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday, November  18 
   8:15  AM     † Faith “Tena” Schmitt, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Wednesday, November 19 

   6:00PM     † Gerald Fox,  
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Thursday, November 20 
   8:15  AM     † Mark & Marie Fox,  
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Friday, November 21 
   8:15  AM  † Paul & Mary Ann Esch, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Saturday, November 22 
    4:30PM     † Gary Schrauben 3rd  
  anniversary, including 
  living and deceased family 
  members 
   

Sunday, November 23 
   8:30 AM  † Mary G. Klein, including 
  living and deceased family 
  members 
 

 10:30 AM  The people of the parish 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Stewardship for Saints and Scholars Wrap Up 
Next weekend, we will conclude the active phase of the 
Stewardship for Saints and Scholars capital campaign with a 
“commitment weekend.” At each Mass, you will have an 
opportunity to indicate your decision regarding the campaign 
invitation: something to the tune of “I have already made my 
pledge/donation,” “here is my pledge,” or “I do not feel called to 
participate in this campaign.” There is no pressure here, it is rather 
simply what the Bishop is asking of us to bring this campaign to a 
conclusion in an orderly fashion. 
 
As a reminder, this campaign will help our parish in offering new 
teachers a sign-on bonus, current teachers a retention/gratitude 
bonus, and increase the amount of financial aid available for 
Catholic school tuition.  In addition, 20% of all funds raised will 
return to the parish to help us repair and enhance our old school 
& faith formation building.  As of this writing, our parish has 
pledged $612,852 toward our goal of $920,000, which means 
$122,570 will become available for such repairs (as this is a 5 year 
pledge period, these funds may not be immediately available). 
 
I am very grateful to all who have joined me in prayerfully 
deciding to make a pledge or gift to this campaign. I know it is not 
an easy ask, especially when not all of the funds will be used 
directly for our own parish needs. But it has been part of the 
Church’s life from the very beginning for those with more material 
means to support those with less material means (see for example 
Romans 15:25-28, 1 Corinthians 16:1-3, etc).  The campaign has so 
far surpassed $52 million in funds raised for Catholic education 
across the Diocese of Lansing.   
 
Some have asked why we do not compensate our teachers at the 
same level as area public schools, given that we have the 
Education Trust Fund.  The short answer is that even though the 
ETF is a huge blessing to the parish, we still cannot afford higher 
compensation. The ETF helps us to compensate our teachers 
above and to keep our tuition below the diocesan regional 
averages.  As everyone knows from setting your own family 
budget, setting the parish budget is a delicate and challenging 
balance of determining how much we think we will raise in a year, 
and thus how much we think we can afford to spend, while 
retaining some earnings for the future and emergencies.  An 
added challenge these days, which we all feel, is trying to come to 
terms with the bewildering degree of inflation our nation has 
experienced since covid. 

God bless you, 
Fr John 

   

 Sanctuary  

Candle 
Intention  

 

 

  In loving memory of Eugene "Gene" 
Thelen,  including living and deceased 

family members 



November 16, 2025      33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Ministry Schedule   
  
Tuesday, November 18— 8:15 AM 

  Sacristan Jerry Klein 
  Reader Deanna Pung 
 

Wednesday, November 19—6:00 PM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader  Jill Feldpausch 
 Servers  Liam Simon, Charlotte Jandernoa 
 

Thursday, November 20—8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Dean Schrauben 
  Reader  MHT Students 
 

Friday,  November 21— 8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Jerome Pohl 
  Reader  Sandy Pillard 
 

Saturday, November 22— 4:30 PM 
  Sacristan  Craig Arens 
  Reader   Robert Orme 
  Servers  Andrew & Logan Platte, Ronald & 
  Bethany Hufnagel 
  ExMHC   Dale Feldpausch, Luke Goerge, 
  Jim Andros 
  Ushers  Dennis Feldpausch, John 
  Hufnagel, Joe Bodarko, John Pung 
 

Sunday, November 23 — 8:30 AM  
  Sacristan Paul Horak 
  Reader       Lyle Simon 
  Servers  Molly, Selena & Chase Stump, 
  Nicholas Smith 
  ExMHC   Anne Hufnagel, Luke Goerge, 
  Cheryl Pung 
  Ushers  Ralph Feldpausch, Neil Hufnagel, 

  Mike Koenigsknecht, Brett Stump 
 

Sunday, November 23 — 10:30 AM  
  Sacristan Luke Goerge  
  Reader  Tricia Feldpausch 
  Servers  Dominic, Matthias & Michaela 
  Spitzley, Davis Wieber 
  ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Domik & McKenzie 
  Feldpausch 
  Ushers  Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon 
  Schneider, Roy Witgen 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates:  
 Mon. Nov. 17  MHT School Needs Drive:  
   Canned Food Week 
 

 Thurs. Nov. 20  All School Mass 8:15 am 
 

 Mon. Nov. 24  MHT School Needs Drive:  
   Personal Items Week  
 

 Tues. Nov. 25  All School Mass 8:15 am 
 

 Wed. Nov. 26  K of C Spelling Bee - 10:00 am 
   Half Day - 11:30 dismissal: Thanksgiving  

Ignatian Book Fair:  Our students have had the opportunity to 
purchase high quality literature this week. We offer the same 
opportunity  to the entire parish TODAY (Sunday, Nov. 16) from 
9:00-noon in the old school basement.  Payment options are; 
cash, check (made out to Most Holy Trinity School) or credit card.  

Fund-a-Need Purchase: New Books! Thank you again to the 
Dinner Raffle donor who supported our school! We will be reading 
these novels in the middle school soon. We appreciate you! 
 

NWEA Results:  Our first standardized testing results are in. MHT 
students did very well in relation to the national average, as well 
as the Lansing Diocesan average. Results can be found on our 
website: http://www.mhtparish.com/school  
 
Cari Smith, Principal  

Most Holy Trinity School, in partnership with the Church and our 
families, will  provide a Catholic education to help our students 

become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.  

http://www.mhtparish.com/school
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Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, November 17 
8:00am        Holy Hour for an End to Abortion 
 

Tuesday, November 18 
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the Church  
 

Wednesday, November 19 
6:00am  Eucharistic Adoration 
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to Abortion 
5:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
 
Thursday, November 20 
9:00am  Thursday Morning Study—YC 
 

Friday, November 21 
6:30am     Eucharistic Adoration 
8:45am  Confessions 
 

Saturday, November 22 
7:00am         Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00pm  Confessions 

Music Ministry 
 

Registration has opened for the Children’s Choir! This choir is 
open to all children in grades 2-8.  Registration is also open for the 
4:00pm Christmas Eve Handbell Choir, which is open to youth in 
grades 5-8! The sign-up deadline is Sunday, November 16th. 
 
This is your last chance to join the Adult Choir to sing for the 9pm 
Christmas Eve Mass! Practices began last week, but it’s not too 
late to join us! Please come to practice this Wednesday at 7:15pm 
in the choir loft. We will practice weekly on Wednesday leading up 
to Christmas Eve.  
 
Answers to NOTE-worthy Questions. Submit your music-related 
questions to Kate at KateD@mhtparish.com. 

Question: We sometimes sing songs from the Source & Summit or 
Parish Hymnal that it seems like most people do not know, leading 
to less singing in the congregation. Why are these songs chosen? 
 
Answer: This is a great question! Hopefully, you read the Q&A last 
weekend about how I choose music for Mass, as that is a great 
foundational understanding for this question, too! Which hymns 
each person knows depends on many factors, including how old 
they are, what parishes they have attended, etc. Consider that 
every song you currently “know,” you once did not know. One of 
my favorite phrases when I teach a new song to a choir is, “we 
don’t know it until we sing it, so let’s sing it until we know it!” 
When we switched hymnals to the Source & Summit, and when I 
completed the recent Parish Hymnal update, this brought many 
new songs to us. What a great opportunity! I have belonged to 8 
different Catholic parishes during my life, with each having a 
different (sometimes slightly overlapping) musical approach. 
While initially challenging, I have learned that most music 
approaches achieve the goal of pointing us to Jesus and praising 
Him for what he has done for us. The liturgical music approach is 
often established by the vision of the priest in coordination with 
the Director of Music, taking into account the history and culture 
of the parish. Please trust in this decision! While not knowing a 
hymn immediately can be frustrating, this “new to you” song 
could be life-changing for you or someone else! Also, many of the 
Source & Summit hymns have the same familiar tune, but 
different lyrics, so look for those patterns. For Parish Hymnal 
songs, I encourage you to also listen to those outside of Mass to 
increase familiarity with them. I consistently have parishioners tell 
me how much they especially love one or the other of our 
hymnals - musical tastes vary, and I try to strike a balance when 
putting together a Mass. So, let’s sing all the songs until we know 
them!  

mailto:KateD@mhtparish.com
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

 

A Special Intention 

Alice Becker 

Michael Bozung 

Merle Braun 

Joyce Schomisch-
Bushard 

Al Cielen 

Cathy Cielen 

Davison Curtin 

Brett Dillon 

Bethany Fedewa 

Claude Feldpausch 

Mike Heeg  

Therese Heeg 

Kim Humphrey 

Elaine Irrer 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Greg Koenigsknecht 

Arlene McCausey 

Mary McCausey 

Gabrielle (Olney) Meece 

Steve Nobis 

Ryan O’Dell 

Megan Parsons 

Stan Pohl 

Alex Pung 

John Rademacher 

Steve Rademacher 

Julie Wieber Schafer 

Hilary Schmitt 

Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt 

Kay Sillman 

Denny Smith 

Dennis Spitzley 

Janice Spitzley 

Janet Thelen 

Charles Trierweiler 

Hunter Walter 

Gary A. Weber 

 

Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from 
the Parish Community 
who are in the Armed 
Services. 
 

Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am 
weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & 
mental health struggles.  
 

Please contact the 
office to add or remove 
a name from the list. 
Thank you. 

K-12 Faith Formation 

High School Faith Formation will be held this Sunday, 
November 16th for students to attend the Broken Mary 
event at 6:00 pm in the church. This event will take the 
place of our regular Monday night Faith Formation on 
November 17th.  

High School Bible Study will take place Friday, 
November 21 from 7:00 am to 7:45 am. It is never too 
late to start joining us.   

3rd-8th Faith Formation: In preparation for Advent and 
the Christmas season, children will have the opportunity 
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during their 
release times:  

3rd: Tuesday, 11/25 4th:  Monday 12/15 

5th: Monday 12/8 6th: Wednesday 11/19   

7th: Tuesday 11/25 8th: Tuesday 12/2 
 
FlockNote: To receive K-12 Faith Formations updates 
and cancellations text FORMATIONPARENT to 84576. 
This is the best way to receive inclement weather 
cancellations.  

Aaron Epkey 
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Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

All the men of our parish are invited to 
attend our next Cor meeting which will 
be held on November 18th at 7:30 in the 
K of C hall.  They will be continuing the 
"Kapaun's Men" video series, this week's 
focus is on "Mission".  

Nov. 9 Collection .... $21,995.00 

Children’s Collection ........ $9.10 

Online Giving.. .......... $4,248.26 

All Saints Day.. ............... $95.00 

Total Collection ...... .$26,347.36 

 

FY26 Weekly Amount  

Needed .................... $16,826.92 

 

Cumulative Difference for Fiscal 

Year 2025:  ............ ($19,432.29) 

Special Collections  

Cemetery Care ............. $250.00 

ETF ................................. $35.00 

Military Services ........... $115.00 

Newspapers ................. $118.00 

 
Our last Thursday Morning study will be on November 20th and  we 
will finish up the series by watching the video Finding Jesus in the 
Temple.  Please meet in the youth center after the 8:15am Mass. 

Early Bulletin 
Deadline 

Due to holiday —Thanksgiving on  
November 27th, anything for the 
November 30th bulletin is due no later 
than Wednesday, November 19th by 
noon.  Thank you! 

Thanksgiving Sale 
 
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Supplies in 
Fowler is having a Thanksgiving sale! 
 
Giving thanks for you with 25% off!  The 
sale will be on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving from 9:30am - 3:00pm.    

Formed 
Advent sometimes just feels like that time that is sandwiched between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas – life is hectic with Christmas shopping, parties, the 
school year ending, and so much more. But as Catholics – we really ought to enter 
into this season of joyful anticipation with purpose and intention!  
 
In How to Advent, we will discover the rich traditions that mark this season and 
how they aid us in preparing our hearts for the birth of the child Jesus at Christmas. 
This series will help you gain practical tips and spiritual reflection on the practices 
of the Advent calendar, Advent wreath, Jesse tree, and nativity scene.   



Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
Office Hours 
Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm 
Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch, 
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am 
for a weekly meeting) 
 

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor 
frjohn@mhtparish.com 
 

Deacon Luke Goerge 
lukeg@mhtparish.com  
 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Mary Gardner,  Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious 
Education 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Cari Smith, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary 

Sponsor of the Week: 
My Parish App 
 

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

The annual Thanksgiving food drive to benefit the Basic Needs Center 
in St. Johns will begin Saturday, November 15 and go through 
Monday, December 1.  Please bring only non-perishable food items 
for the food collection (NO glass containers 
please!).  A "needs list" has been provided to us and 
items include canned meats, pasta, soups, beans, 
vegetables, fruit, breakfast items, toiletries, and 
paper and household products.  The detailed listing 
can be accessed by scanning the QR code.   

This year the Basic Needs Center has provided us with red grocery 
bags in which to place your items. They will be located in front of the 
altar of Our Lady.  These are to be used ONLY for the food drive. If we 
run out, please bring items in another grocery bag. Your donations are 
to be placed at the altar of Our Lady. 
 
Volunteers will be needed on Tuesday, December 2 to load and 
deliver items. This will take place after the 8:15 a.m. mass. If you can 
assist, please contact the parish office.  The generosity of parishioners 
is just amazing year after year. It is truly in giving that we receive! 
 
Thank you so much for giving of your time, talent and treasure for the 
greater honor and glory of God. May God bless you all abundantly! 

Grand Opening 
Catholic Charities Children’s Home 

Celebration is on: Thursday Nov. 20th 
from 6:30p-8:00p 
2800 W. Willow St. Lansing 
 
Featuring: Fr. Peter Clark, Fr. Gordon Reigle, Dewey Longuski, and Tom 
Spangler.  Please RSVP: Sarah Jackinchuk (517) 323-4734 ext 1204 
info@catholiccharitiesiec.org  

The Catholic Charities Children’s Home will be a part of our Advent 
Giving Tree.  What a great opportunity to be able to celebrate with an 
organization we will be hosting this year. 

http://www.mhtparish.com/
mailto:info@catholiccharitiesiec.org

