Proposal 3: Darkness and Hope
By Father Eric
The passing of Proposal 3 was an extremely dark moment for our state. Sadly, it serves as a
reminder that our society is becoming increasing post-Christian. Christians continue to put
forward basic truths such as the dignity and equality of each human person, the complementarity
of the sexes, and that gender is a profound physical and spiritual reality rather than being merely a
construct or choice. Our society’s increasing hostility to such truths could lead to the persecution
of Christians in the future. However, we remember that as Christians here on earth, we are simply
pilgrims. We love our nation, and yet our ultimate citizenship is in heaven. The Church was born
into the Roman Empire which dramatically disregarded innocent human life, and yet Christianity
spread in that hostile environment. Christians have become saints in cultures that respected
human dignity and in cultures that disregarded it. The Catholic historian and apologist Hilaire
Belloc accurately remarked that “the Church is a perpetually defeated thing that always outlives
her persecutors.” The passing of Proposal 3 is a time to renew our faith that God guides His
Church with great care and intentionality.

We thank God for the overturning of Roe v Wade earlier this year. That 1973 US Supreme Court
case declared that in the 14th Amendment there exists an implicit right to privacy that includes a
constitutional right to abortion. The US Constitution is extremely difficult to change with only 17
amendments since 1791 and none since 1992. Thus, after Roe there were few opportunities to
restrict abortions via the legislative process or court cases. When Roe was overturned as a result
of decades of prayer and hard work, the states were then free to make whatever laws they saw fit
on the issue. A number of states now have laws that restrict abortion in ways that would have
been impossible before. Unfortunately, through Proposal 3, a right to abortion was put into the
Michigan Constitution. That Constitution is much, much easier to amend than the US Constitution.
If hearts can be changed in our state, there is a clear democratic process to reverse course on
Proposal 3. So, we work to change hearts.
The image that comes to mind is the death and Resurrection of Jesus. Just when it seemed like all
was lost, new life arose. As Christians, we trust God that He is always bringing graces and new life
out of the darkest of situations. We are so much better for all the prayer, fasting, and door-todoor undertaken in the past months. Having made sacrifices and stepped out of our comfort zone
for the dignity of human life will help us to continue to make sacrifices and to step out for Jesus.
What our nation needs now so badly is for us Christians to live out our relationship with Jesus and
to share Him with the world. As we do that, others meet Him, fall in love with Him, and beautiful
things happen including a deeper respect and appreciation for each human being made in His
image. We don’t know what the future holds. However, God is at work. When darkness and
death seem triumphant, God is already bringing about the beginnings of light and new life. We
never know what that new life will look like or how it will come. We only know that He always
brings life out of death and light out of darkness.
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Welcome Andrea and Jim!
We welcome Andrea Schneider back to the parish staff as
the Adult Faith Formation & Evangelization Minister. As you
know, Andrea had worked at MHT for nearly 8 years in a
similar capacity. Andrea brings to the role a deep love for
Jesus, great connections in the community, and a strong
work ethic. Andrea has already organized and executed
highly successful evangelization and discipleship opportunities here at the parish. We are very blessed in that she will
be able to hit the ground running.

Mass Schedule
Monday, November 21 (St. Mary)
8:15am † Daniel Lenneman, including living &
deceased family members
Tuesday, November 22 (MHT)
8:15am † William Radmacher, including
Adaline & Bill
† Jerome Joseph Schafer
Wednesday, November 23 (MHT)
7:00pm † Jeff Wieber, including Leon, Jerry,
Terry, & Roy Pung
† Ambrose & Helen Martin, including
Bob Wirth & living & decease family
members
Thursday, November 24
8:15am † In Thanksgiving for all who
supported the MHT Dinner Raffle
(MHT)
9:00am † Leon Keilen, including living &
deceased family members (St. Mary)
Friday, November 25 (St. Mary)
8:15am † Clair & Geneva Markel, including
living & deceased family members
† Daniel Theis, including living &
deceased family members
Saturday, November 26 (St. Mary)
4:30pm † The People of St. Mary & Most Holy
Trinity Parishes
Sunday, November 27
8:00am † For Blessings Bestowed on St. Mary
Parish (St. Mary)
8:30am † Roy N. Pung, including living &
deceased family members (MHT)
10:00am † Nina Blatt, 1 yr Anniversary (St. Mary)
10:30am † Dolores Schueller, including Bernard
Schueller & Bernard Simon (MHT)
6:00pm † Gerald & Lucille Fedewa including
living & deceased members of the family
(MHT)
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Jim Keating will serve as Adult Choir Director/Music Minister. Jim served as the music minister at St. Casimir’s in Lansing for seven years prior to its closing in 2020. Before that,
he served for nine years as the music minister at St. Joseph’s
in St. Johns. Jim has helped out with a good number of
weekend Masses at MHT over the recent months. Jim
brings to his new role a deep faith in Jesus, an infectious
enthusiasm, and a great desire to serve. Kate Davis will continue to serve as Youth Choir Director/Music Minister.
Please welcome Andrea and Jim!
Fr. Eric Weber

A Huge Thank You!
What an incredibly successful 2022 MHT Dinner Raffle!
From the all the items donated to the upbeat, bright atmosphere to the evening’s programming and entertainment, it
was such a fun night in celebration of MHT School. I would
like to thank in a special way those who donated so generously that evening (or tried to, if they were outbid). Most of
all though, I offer a huge thank you to the dinner raffle committee who put so much time and effort into the joy-filled
event – your commitment to the future of Most Holy Trinity
School is truly inspiring!
Fr. Eric Weber

Liturgical Training
We will have a training night for both new and current Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, and Ushers on Tuesday, November 29, at 7pm in the Activity Center. Please, do your best to
make it to this. Thank you!

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Fowler, Michigan

Most Holy Trinity School

Ministry Schedule

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity School seek to fulfill
Christ’s mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students
to the Truth for the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Tuesday, November 22—8:15 AM
Sacristan Helen Thelen & Julia Schueller
Reader MHT Students
Servers MHT Students

Connecting Faith to Life

Important Dates:
Tues, Nov. 22, 2022
Tues, Nov. 22, 2022
Weds, Nov. 23, 2022
Thurs, Nov. 24, 2022
Fri, Nov. 25, 2022
Tues, Nov. 29, 2022
Weds, Nov. 30, 2022
Fri, Dec. 2, 2022

Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Education Commission Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.
11:30 Dismissal/Spelling Bee @ 9:00 a.m.
No School/Thanksgiving
No School/Thanksgiving Break
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Picture Retakes
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday

Education Commission Meeting: The next education commission
meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 22, 2022, at 7:00
p.m. in the school conference room. Meetings are open to the
public. If you would like to speak at the meeting, please sign up
when you arrive. There will be an opportunity for guest speakers
built into the meeting agenda. Guest speakers are limited to 5
minutes each and no more than 6 guests can speak at any one
meeting.
VFW Essay Winners: Congratulations to our VFW Essay winners
on their winning essays where they wrote about their pledge to
our Veterans. Third place was awarded to Leah Thelen, daughter
of Jon & Kristie Thelen. Second place honors went to Thomas
Spitzley, son of Dan &
Melissa Spitzley. And
the first place winner
was Landon Marvel,
son of Kurt & Elizabeth
Marvel. Landon’s essay
will now move on to
the regional competition level.

Wednesday, November 23 —7:00 PM
Sacristan Luke Goerge
Reader Luke Goerge
Servers Brianna Feldpausch, Roman
Schafer, Nicholai Schafer
Thursday, November 24—8:15 AM
Sacristan Gerry Davis
Reader Robert Orme
Sunday, November 27 —8:30 AM
Sacristan Paul Horak
Reader Ron Feldpausch
Servers Aaron, Josie, & Nolan Simon
ExMHC Ralph Feldpausch, Anne Hufnagel,
Susie Koenigsknecht
Ushers Glenn Esch, Gerry Schomisch,
Ronn Thelen, Randy Wirth
Sunday, November 27 —10:30 AM
Sacristan Luke Goerge
Reader Kristin Phillips
Servers Braxton Myers, Xavier & Peter
Simon
ExMHC Tonya McCarty, Kirk Phillips,
Volunteer
Ushers Dale Koenigsknecht, Don Martin,
Dan Pung, Jerome Thelen
Sunday, November 27 —6:00 PM
Sacristan Gerry Davis
Reader Not Filled
Servers 3 Volunteers
ExMHC Gerry Davis, Dale Feldpausch,
Jean Koenigsknecht
Ushers Lonnie Schueller, 3 Volunteers

Congratulations to all of the winners!
And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.. ~ Colossians 3:17
Anne Hufnagel, Principal

November 20, 2022

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
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Weekly Schedule

Scripture Readings

Monday, November 21
8:00am Holy Hour for an end to abortion
5:30pm Confession—St. Mary’s
7:15pm High School Religious Education

For the Week of November 20, 2022
Sunday
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe
2 Sm 5:1-3;
Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5;
Col 1:12-20;
Lk 23:35-43

Tuesday, November 22
After 8:15 Mass 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the
Blessed Mother in the Church
Wednesday, November 23
5:45am Eucharistic Adoration—MHT
8:00am Holy Hour for an End to
Abortion
5:30pm Confession—MHT
6:00pm Eucharistic Adoration—MHT
Friday, November 25
6:30am Eucharistic Adoration - MHT

Monday

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5;
Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;
Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday

St. Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr
Rv 14:14-19;
Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13;
Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday

Rv 15:1-4;
Lk 21:12-19

Thursday

Thanksgiving Day
Sir 50:22-24;
1 Cor 1:3-9;

Saturday, November 26
3:00pm Confessions—St. Mary’s

Religious Education
Upcoming Religious Education
K-8th: Week of November 21 – No Rel. Ed
for grades K, 2, 3, 7 & 8 - Thanksgiving
Break.
High School: November 21, 28 @ the parish
activity center from 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm
9th & 10th Confirmation: Thank you to our
confirmation candidates and sponsors who
attended the confirmation session this past
Sunday, November 13. Our next session for
candidates and sponsors will be held Sunday, January 29 from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm at
the parish activity center.
Aaron Epkey, DRE

Festival Planning
We’d like to invite all parishioners to join the festival committee to help vision new and exciting
ideas that can foster the growth of our parish
festival next year. If you are interested in being a
part of this, please contact Jordan Spitzley at the
parish office for more details on what this would
all entail. We will host our first planning meeting
Tuesday, November 22 at 7:00 pm in the parish
office.
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Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9;

Ps 145:2-11
Lk 17:11-19

Friday

Rv 20:1-4, 11 - 21:2;
Lk 21:29-33

Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a;

Saturday

Rv 22:1-7
Lk 21:34-36

Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab ;

Sunday

The First Sunday of Advent
Is 2:1-5;
Ps 122: 1-9;
Rom 13:11-14;
Mt 24:37-44

Children’s Choir
All children in grades 2-8 are invited to sing in the Christmas
Eve 4:30pm Children's Mass and First Communion masses
this year. Permission forms for the Children's Choir went out
this past week to all MHT School and Religious Education students.
If you did not receive a form, please contact the parish office,
Kate Davis at kated@mhtparish.com, or go to our parish website. Please turn forms in to the Parish Office or to the MHT
School office as soon as possible.
Please be sure your child is available to attend the practices
outlined in the permission form. Children may not participate
without a completed permission form.

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Fowler, Michigan

Knights of Columbus
Returns for Vocations update: Due to the
generosity of those continuing to donate
their returnable bottles and cans we had
enough volume to justify a ‘mini sort’ with a
small number of volunteers in November.
Thank You to all those who donated, those
who helped with the mini-sort and to all
those who helped take thousands of miscellaneous returns back to the stores for redemptions! We have sorted and counted
over 25,000 bottles and cans which will be
tallied with our 2023 Returns for Vocations
fundraising drive to support Men and Women pursuing religious vocations.
A big thank you to Main Beverage Company
of Owosso who arranged to pick-up and take
all our aluminum returnables!
Reminder: Mark your calendars for next
year, Saturday July 8, 2023. We collect yearround so please feel free to drop off at the
Koenigsknecht farm.

MHT Thanksgiving
Food Collection
Our annual food collection for the
needy is currently underway. We will
continue to collect food through
Thanksgiving weekend.
Please only bring non-perishable food
items for the food collection. (NO
glass containers or jars, please!) These
items can be placed by the front altar
of Our Lady.
Thank you for your generosity!

Parish Office Closed...

Please Pray
For Our Friends
and Relatives
David Antes
Laurie Becker
Davison Curtin
Sean Dush
Ralph Feldpausch
Stephen Fox
Tracy Gaskill
Elvan Halfmann
Jacob Hamilton
Ray Hamilton
Theresa Heeg
Andrew Hogan
Fr. Dennis Howard
Frank Hufnagel
Jenine Koeckner
Jeff Koenigsknecht
Katherine Koenigsknecht
Elaine Kramer
Therese Kramer
Jennifer Ledger
Josiah Ledger
Fr. Bill Lugger
David Maniez
Christopher Martin
Luke Martin
Mary McCausey
Joanne McNamara
Bishop Mengeling
Steve Nobis
Kevin Orth
Rodney Robbe
Constance M. Schafer
Julie Wieber-Schafer
Tracy Schmitt
Maurice Schmitz

Jennifer Schrauben
Gary Schueller
Bob Shannon
Dennis Smith
Charlene Thelen
Dale L. Thelen
Jason Thelen
Nick Thelen
Steve Thelen
Russell Tiedt
Dane VanElls
Jeff Wadell
Chris Waldron
Terry Waldron
Adele Zamarron
A Special Intention,
& for unity within our parish
family.
A special intention.
Armed Services
Let us also keep in our
prayers all those from the
Parish Community who are in
the Armed Services.
Weekday Rosary
The Rosary is prayed before
the 8:15am weekday Masses.
This week, we pray for those
battling addiction & mental
health struggles.
Please contact the office to
add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.

The parish office will be closed on Thanksgiving Day and the Friday after. Enjoy your
Thanksgiving Holiday!

(989) 593-2162

www.mhtparish.com
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Pray For Vocations

Wedding Banns
First Publication
Alexis Schmitt,
daughter of Kevin &
Joyce Schmitt
Devon Feldpausch,
son of Kathy (Roger)
Bair & Dan (Diane)
Feldpausch

Grandma & Me
Movie Night
Sponsored by Christian Mothers

Featuring: The Star
Saturday, Dec 3rd at 6pm in the Activity Center
All grandmothers are invited to bring their
grandchildren for an evening of complimentary
popcorn and a movie. “The Star” captures the spirit of
Christmas and can be enjoyed by all ages. Feel free to
bring sleeping bags/blankets for the kids Christmas
pajamas and comfy clothing are acceptable attire.

Lunch with Santa
Lunch with Santa sponsored by the Fowler Fire
Department and area businesses will be held on
Saturday, December 10th from 11am-1:00pm at
the Fowler Fire Department. A $3.00 donation for
lunch consisting of a hotdog, bag of chips, pop and
cookie and also your child's name will be entered
in a drawing for a bike.
Anyone wishing to donate or for further information please call Laurie Platte at 989-593-3264.
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As a way to increase prayers for and awareness of
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life in the
Diocese of Lansing, the Vocations Office is asking parishes
to feature a seminarian and woman in religious formation
each week, so that we may pray for them in a special way.
Please keep Seminarian Daniel LaCroix &
Sr. Amaris Salata in your prayers this week!

“Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for your
Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to inspire holy,
faithful men to minister as priests, and women to become
Brides of Christ and serve Your people. Lord, we pray for
Your Grace to encourage and support our seminarians as
they endeavor to become priests; and we pray that Your
Love be enough for the women in discernment of
consecrated life. We ask this through Christ our Lord,
Amen.”

Thank you...
The family of Jon Riley wishes to express our deepest appreciation to the Fowler and Westphalia communities for their
support during our unexpected loss. Your support and prayers helped us through this difficult time. We would like to
thank Fr. Eric for his comforting words and all those who contributed to the beautiful funeral mass and meal. Special
thanks to Lehman Funeral Home for your outstanding service. In lieu of thank you cards a donation will be made to a
local charity.
The family of Neil Epkey would like to thank the entire community for their prayers, cards, gifts, food, and loving acts of
kindness shown to our family during this difficult time. A special thanks to Pastor Clark and Pastor Klamer for the beautiful
service and home visits; to Father Eric and the staff at MHT
for the help at the graveside and luncheon logistics; to John
and Vicki Wieber and the entire luncheon crew and all the
community members who brought in food; and to Smith
Family Funeral Homes and Sparrow Home Hospice for their
loving care and support. In lieu of thank you notes, the family
will make donations to local charities. God’s blessings to you
all!

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Fowler, Michigan

Sponsor of the Week:
Fowler Plumbing & Heating
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. And
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin
possible.

Nov. 13 Collection ........ $9,674.46
Online Giving ................... $950.83
Total Collection ........... $10,625.32
Special Collections

All Saints Day ..................... $20.00
ETF ....................................... $5.00
World Mission Sunday ..... $100.00
Newspaper......................... $85.00
Cemetery ........................ $270.00

Baptism Changes
As we transition to our new baptism prep process at MHT, please remember to let us know if you’re expecting and pick up a packet at the
parish office so we can help you prepare for the baptism of your child.

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Sacraments

545 North Maple St. ● Fowler, MI 48835
(989) 593-2162
www.mhtparish.com
Email: office@mhtparish.com

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Sunday ..........................8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 6:00 pm
Weekdays/Holy days ..........................See Weekly Schedule

Office Hours ................................................9:00am-3:00pm
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch.)
Pastoral Staff
Pastor .......................................................... Rev. Eric Weber
................................................... father@stmarychurch.net
Associate Pastor ................................... Fr. Peter Lawrence
........................................... pjlawrence@stmarychurch.net
Support Staff
Parish Administrator ................................... Jordan Spitzley
........................................... administrator@mhtparish.com
Bookkeeper ....................................................... Lori Hyland
Parish Secretary ......................................Amanda Ingleright
........................................................ office@mhtparish.com
Director of Religious Education ...................... Aaron Epkey
............................................................ dre@mhtparish.com
Youth Ministry ................................................. Chris Groves
Music Ministry & Children’s Choir ......................Kate Davis

MHT School
(989) 593-2616
hwww.mhtparish.com/school.com
Email: school@mhtparish.com

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday ........................................... 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Any other times will be listed in the bulletin.
Sacrament of Baptism
Please come to the parish office and pick up a Baptism
packet so we can begin to help you prepare to have your
child baptized. Dates for Baptism Prep as well as Baptismal
dates are provided in the packet.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the office at least 1 year before marriage.
Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office anytime day or night.
Bulletin Deadline
Mondays at 9:00am

School Support Staff
MHT School Principal ............................ Anne Hufnagel
School Secretary ..................................... Diane Burton
School Secretary ..............................................Liz Klein

