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Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday, December  2 
   8:15  AM     † Donald Gardner, 1 year 
  anniversary 
 

Wednesday, December 3 

  6:00   PM     † Anna & Leonard Simon, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Thursday, December 4 
   8:15  AM     † Loretta Rademacher, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Friday, December 5 
  8:15 AM    † Phyllis & Leo Klein,  
  including Diane 
 

Saturday, December 6 
    4:30PM     † Alvin Goerge, including 
  living and deceased family 
  members 
   

Sunday, December 7 
   8:30 AM  † Marvin Feldpausch, 
  including Dennis Pohl, and 
  the living and deceased 
  members of the Schmitt & 
  Feldpausch Families 
 

 10:30 AM  The people of the parish 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Happy Advent! 
Another Advent has begun!  I hope you will all join us for our “Pray 
and Prepare” virtual retreat again this year.   
 
New this year will be the addition of a podcase for our Tuesday 
Testimony.  The podcast— Go Forth will dive deeper into the 
Sunday readings and 
homily. If the podcast is 
well received, we plan to 
make it a weekly event 
throughout the year.  Stay 
tuned for more details! 
 
 
Immaculate Conception Masses 
Next Monday, Dec. 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, and is a holy day of obligation this year.  Masses will 
be said at 8:15am and 6:00pm.  If you work in Lansing, you may 
want to attend the St. Mary Cathedral Mass at noon. 
 
Parish Penance Service 
Please also mark your calendars for our Advent parish penance 
service on Monday, Dec. 15 at 6:30pm in church.  We plan to have 
6 priests available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

God bless you,  
Fr John 

   

 Sanctuary  

Candle 
Intention  

 

 

  In loving memory of Stan & Jane 
Platte, including Greg 



November 30, 2025      1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 

The story of creation is more accurately a story of God’s love for us!  The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (CCC) states, Creation is the foundation of “all God’s saving plans,” the 
“beginning of the history of salvation” (CCC280).  Before the beginning of time, God existed 
and he had everything he needed, but God desired you and me!  Let that sink in.  God wanted 
to make us so we could share in His wisdom and goodness.  It’s really simple, but 
powerful.  God wanted you!  For God has no other reason for creating than his love and 
goodness: “Creatures came into existence when the key of love opened his hand” (CCC 293). 
 
Everything you see exists because God willed it into existence.  Isn’t that amazing!  God’s 
creation is the fruit of his love for us.  It’s no wonder that we are inspired by God’s 
creation.  By design, nature is meant to glorify God and highlight His love and goodness.  That 
is why we are drawn to the beauty of a sunset or why we stand in awe of the vastness of the 
mountains.  We are  captivated by the night sky, how God created into existence the stars and 
the moon.  Beauty is all around us and everything God made is good!   
 
In Genesis, at the end of each day, God looked at what he created and said it was good.  Then 
God made man in his own image and likeness, and breathed life into Adam.  The same breath 
that spoke life into existence, breathed his very life into human kind.  And when God was 
done creating humans, he said it was very good.  The Catechism says “Man occupies a unique 
place in creation”, God established him in his friendship (355).  We are meant to stand apart 
from the rest of creation.  Let us not forget of all visible creatures only man is “able to know 
and love his creator (CCC356). 
 
One of the best ways we can show our creator we love him is in praising God.  Spend time this 
week in prayer, praising God.  Sit and contemplate God's love for you.  That he couldn’t 
imagine life without you in it.  God’s love is on full display all around you, take the time to 
notice it and appreciate it.  
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MHT SCRIP  

 

Grab some Scrip for your Christmas shopping!!  The next Scrip 
order is coming up, please have orders submitted to the parish 
office by noon on December 5.  
 
If you would like to learn more about the Scrip program and how 
you can use it to help defray the cost of a Catholic Education 
please visit the MHT Parish website or contact the school.  

 

Ministry Schedule   
  
Tuesday, December 2— 8:15 AM 

  Sacristan Jerry Klein 
  Reader Carol Piggott 
 

Wednesday, December 3—6:00 PM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader  Craig Arens 
 Servers  Chevy & Hope Phillips 
 

Thursday, December 4—8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Dean Schrauben 
  Reader  Jill Feldpausch 
   
Friday,  December 5— 8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Jerome Pohl 
  Reader  MHT Students 
 
Saturday, December 6— 4:30 PM 
  Sacristan  Craig Arens 
  Reader   Joy Stump 
  Servers  Andrew & Logan Platte, Ronald 
  Hufnagel, Liam Simon 
  ExMHC   Jim Andros, Kyle & Jean  
  Koenigsknecht 
  Ushers  Joe Bodarko, John Pung, John 
  Hufnagel, Gerry Arens 
 

Sunday, December 7 — 8:30 AM  
  Sacristan Paul Horak 
  Reader       Susie Koenigsknecht 
  Servers  Clara, Leah & Jonah Thelen, Lily 
  Schrauben 
  ExMHC   Kevin Schafer, Vern & Bonnie 
  Thelen 
  Ushers  Bill Armbrustmacher, Jamey 

  Myers, Paul Pung, Bruce Schafer 
 

Sunday, December 7 — 10:30 AM  
  Sacristan Gerry Davis  
  Reader  Dan Spitzley 
  Servers  Sophia, Thomas, & John Spitzley, 
  Grayson O’Rourke 
  ExMHC   Karen Bengel, Tonya McCarty, 
  Cynthia Wolker-Pung 
  Ushers  Duane Pung, Kent Dell, Keith 
  Weber, Dennis Feldpausch 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates:  
 

 Mon. Dec. 1  Needs Drive: Paper products 
 Thurs. Dec. 4  5th Grade Confessions; Free Dress Down 
 Fri. Dec. 5  All School Mass (First Friday) 8:15 am 
 Mon. Dec. 8  Needs Drive: Diapers and Wipes  
   All School Mass 8:15 am 
 Tues. Dec. 9  6th Grade Confessions 
 Thurs. Dec. 11  8th Grade confessions 
 Fri. Dec. 12  MHT School Christmas Concert 2:00 pm
   In the church, ALL are welcome to attend 

Food Drive: Some of our Student Council members helped load up 
boxed and canned goods donated to the Food Drive for  local 
charities this Thanksgiving season.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God 
for what He is sending us every day in His goodness.”  St. Gianna Molla  
 

Cari Smith, Principal  

Most Holy Trinity School, in partnership with the Church and our 
families, will  provide a Catholic education to help our students 

become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.  
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

 

A Special Intention 

Alice Becker 

Michael Bozung 

Merle Braun 

Joyce Schomisch-
Bushard 

Al Cielen 

Cathy Cielen 

Davison Curtin 

Brett Dillon 

Bethany Fedewa 

Claude Feldpausch 

Mike Heeg  

Therese Heeg 

Kim Humphrey 

Elaine Irrer 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Greg Koenigsknecht 

Arlene McCausey 

Mary McCausey 

Gabrielle (Olney) Meece 

Steve Nobis 

Ryan O’Dell 

Megan Parsons 

Stan Pohl 

Alex Pung 

John Rademacher 

Steve Rademacher 

Julie Wieber Schafer 

Hilary Schmitt 

Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt 

Kay Sillman 

Denny Smith 

Dennis Spitzley 

Janice Spitzley 

Janet Thelen 

Charles Trierweiler 

Hunter Walter 

Gary A. Weber 

 

Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from 
the Parish Community 
who are in the Armed 
Services. 
 

Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am 
weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & 
mental health struggles.  
 

Please contact the 
office to add or remove 
a name from the list. 
Thank you. 

K-12 Faith Formation 

High School Faith Formation: will be held this Monday, 
December 1st from 7:15 pm - 8:15 pm.  Remaining dates 
before Christmas break: December 1, 8.  High School 
Faith Formation will not be held December 15.  Instead, 
we encourage students to attend the Advent Penance 
Service beginning at 6:30 pm in the church. There will 
be several priests available for confession.  

3rd-8th Faith Formation: In preparation for Advent and 
the Christmas season, children will have the opportunity 
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during their 
release times:  

3rd: Tuesday, 11/25 4th:  Monday 12/15 

5th: Monday 12/8 6th: Wednesday 11/19   

7th: Tuesday 11/25 8th: Tuesday 12/2 
 

FlockNote: To receive K-12 Faith Formations updates 
and cancellations text FORMATIONPARENT to 84576. 
This is the best way to receive inclement weather 
cancellations.  

Aaron Epkey 
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Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Contributions for November 23 will be 
published in the December 7th bulletin 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, December 1 
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
 

Tuesday, December 2 
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the Church  
 

Wednesday, December 3 
6:00am   Intercessory Adoration  
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
5:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
6:00am   Intercessory Adoration Ends 
 
Friday, December 5 
6:30am     Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Saturday, December 6 
7:00am         Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00pm  Confessions 

Music Ministry 

You are invited to attend the MHT Schools 4th Annual Christmas 
Concert, which will be on Friday, December 12th at 2:00pm in the 
church. Please come hear the beautiful voices of our MHT School 
children as they celebrate and honor the birth of Christ! 
 
Save the Date:  

•The High School Choir will sing next on Sunday, December 7th at 
10:30am Mass.  
•The Popcorn Choir will sing next on Sunday, December 21st at 
10:30am Mass 

To sing at either of these Masses, please arrive to the choir loft at 
9:45am the morning of the Mass.  
 
Answers to NOTE-worthy Questions. Submit your music-related 
questions to Kate at KateD@mhtparish.com. 
 
Question: Why do we switch Mass settings (Gloria, Alleluia, Holy, Holy, 
Memorial Acclamation, Amen, Lamb of God) throughout the year? 
 
Answer: This question is timely because with the beginning of Advent, 
the Mass setting is now the English Chant mass found on page 35 of 
the Source & Summit Hymnal. Happy Liturgical New Year! Consider 
how with the changing calendar seasons, things naturally change - such 
as the decor in our house, the food we make and the type of music we 
listen to (Beach Boys in the summer, anyone?). I love how our Catholic 
liturgical year is also cyclical, with natural “seasons” in the form of 
Advent, Christmas Season, Ordinary Time, Lent and the Easter season. 
These liturgical seasons help to refocus or center us along our faith 
journey. Just as the Mass readings and theme of the Mass change with 
each liturgical season, so do the Mass settings. Our English chant and 
Latin chant settings during Advent and Lent, respectively, help pull us 
into the more somber feel of these seasons of waiting and repentance. 
Ordinary Time and Easter bring more joyful, lyrical Mass settings. 
Remember that all of our Mass settings can be found in one or the 
other of our hymnals. Just like pulling out that bin of winter clothes 
might feel painful at first, so can changes at Mass. But, keep plugging 
away because often change is very good for us.  

mailto:KateD@mhtparish.com


Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
Office Hours 
Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm 
Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch, 
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am 
for a weekly meeting) 
 

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor 
frjohn@mhtparish.com 
 

Deacon Luke Goerge 
lukeg@mhtparish.com  
 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Mary Gardner,  Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious 
Education 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Cari Smith, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary 

Sponsor of the Week: 
Koenigsknecht Dentistry  
 

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

 

 

 
 

The Advent Giving Tree collection to benefit the Catholic Charities 
Children’s Home, Shared Pregnancy and Safe Center will begin 
Saturday, November 29 and continue through Monday, December 
13.  Gift tags are placed on the Giving Tree and in the basket. 

Safe Center has provided an extensive listing of 
items and each tag has two or three items listed 
on each.  You do not need to purchase all items 
listed on the gift tag.  The detailed listing can be 
accessed by scanning the QR code. 
 

Shared Pregnancy 

Diapers—all sizes, baby wipes, baby shampoo, 
and infant care kits. 
Toddler Girl Clothes (sizes 2T, 3T, 4T)  
Toddler Boy Clothes (sizes 2T, 3T, 4T. 
Potty Chairs, baby bathtub, baby monitors, and baby swings. 
 

Catholic Charities Children’s Home 

We will be sponsoring 10 children this year. (10 tags) 
Catholic Charities Home will be housing 36 children who have suffered 
any type of trauma.  Between their open house and when the children 
enter the home, time frames did not allow for specific lists, but Catholic 
Charities has put together a “welcome basket” style list for the 
children.  Please read the entire tag.  Even though all the tags may look 
similar, and some are, a few have specific do’s and don'ts for a reason. 
Please do not wrap your gifts! Place all gifts in a bag and make sure the 
tag is attached. If you choose a gift not on the list, please note that on 
the tag, and keep in mind any restrictions that are on the tag. 
 
Volunteers will be needed on Tuesday, December 16 to load and 
deliver items.  This will take place after the 8:15am Mass.  If you can 
assist, please contact the parish office.  The generosity of parishioners 
is just amazing year after year.  It is truly in giving that we receive! 
Thank you so much for giving of your time, talent and treasure for the 
greater honor and glory of God.  May God bless you all abundantly! 

http://www.mhtparish.com/

