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Mass Schedule 
 

Monday, December  8 
The Immaculate Conception 
   8:15 AM     † The living and deceased 
  members of the Bill  
  Armbrustmacher Family  
 

   6:00 PM     † Roy & Frances Frechen, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 
 

Tuesday, December  9 
   8:15  AM     † Ivan & Thomas Fink, 
  including Patricia 
 

Wednesday, December 10 

  6:00   PM     † Emily Goerge, including 
  living and deceased family 
  members 
 

Thursday, December 11 
   8:15  AM     † Delbert & Joyce Thelen 
 

Friday, December 12 
  8:15 AM     † Julius A. Thelen, including 
  Angela 
 

Saturday, December 13 
    4:30PM     † Julius Theis, including 
  living and deceased family 
  members 
   

Sunday, December 14 
   8:30 AM  The people of the parish 
 

 10:30 AM     † Jim O. Koenigsknecht, 
  including living and  
  deceased family members 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Advent Virtual Retreat 
If you have not yet signed up for our 
Advent Virtual Retreat, just text 
PRAYMHT to 84576 to receive daily text 
messages.  If you prefer to use our parish 
website, go to mhtparish.com/advent  

If you want to access our new podcast 
“Go Forth” directly on Spotify, use this QR 
code.  And if you still need help, call the 
parish office and Mary will be happy to 
help you! 
 
Immaculate Conception Masses 
Next Monday, Dec. 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, and is a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  Masses will 
be said at 8:15am and 6:00pm.  If you work in Lansing, you may 
want to attend the St. Mary Cathedral Mass at noon. 
 
Parish Penance Service 
Don’t forget, our Advent parish penance service on Monday, 
December 15 at 6:30pm in church.  We plan to have 6 priests 
available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

God bless you,  
Fr John 

http://mhtparish.com/advent


December 7, 2025      2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 

 
Last week we spent time reflecting on the beauty of God’s creation, and even more, the fact that God 
chose to create us out of pure love, because HE desired us. Yet, as we live out each day, we don’t 
always feel loved (be assured, we are!) or recognize the beauty in humanity. Instead, we often feel 
frustrated by the world around us. We experience suffering and hurt. We see horrific headlines in the 
news about violent acts all over the world and in our very state. We see heated arguments and 
bickering everywhere we look online. Why? If God created us “very good” and wanted good things for 
us, for us to feel loved, why on Earth are we seeing discord, hurt, and suffering so often?!  
 

Well, to put it succinctly, because this world and its inhabitants (including myself), are broken. Sin 
entered the world at the time of The Fall and nothing has been the same since. The Fall isn’t simply a 
story we tell our children, but an event that has real and lasting effects on us to this very day. No matter 
how hard we try to mask it, it’s the truth. Satan has dominion over this world and he is very much active 
in his kingdom. He uses the same tactics and lies today that he used in the garden, primarily, that God is 
not a good Father and we can’t trust Him. Yet, we often forget this reality.  
 

To better understand the impact of the fall, imagine you’ve been captured. You’re lowered to the 
bottom of a dried up well. There are no stones to grip, no steps in the wall, no rope to climb. There is 
absolutely no way out. Your only contact is your captor, who brings just enough food and water to keep 
you alive. Each time he does, he peers down at you from the top of the well, giving an evil laugh as he 
walks away, while you stare at the sky above, hoping, praying, for some way out. However, you know 
there is no escaping… Unless someone comes to save you.  
 

My friends, this is the awful situation humanity found itself in after the fall. We were slaves to Satan and 
under his dominion in this world with no way out, stuck in an endless, hopeless situation we couldn’t 
get ourselves out of. No amount of good works or sacrifices offered could atone for our sins or defeat 
our captor. Instead, it would take God himself to “bind the strong man,” and set us free. (Mark 3:27) 
 

Now praise be to God, He did just that, so don’t despair (more on that next week!) But it’s important for 
us to know that evil is real, sin is real, and so are its effects. This life is not lived in neutral territory, but 
in fact we are at war. Satan is real, and his fight is against us, not God. Satan knows that he can’t 
contend with God, which is why we desperately need God’s saving grace in our lives! The better we 
understand our helplessness, the more amazing and powerful the Gospel, the Good News, becomes as 
we further understand the depths of love our Saviour has for us!  
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Ministry Schedule   
 Monday, December 8— 8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Jerome Pohl 
  Reader MHT Students 
   Servers MHT Students 
   ExMHC  MHT Teachers 
  Ushers  Neil, Rosie & Ralph Feldpausch, 
   Dean Schrauben 

 

Monday, December 8— 6:00 PM 
   Sacristan Luke Goerge 
  Reader Robert Orme 
   Servers Jonathan, Andrew, Anthony & 
   Joseph Epkey 
   ExMHC  Ann Hufnagel, Cathy Rowell, 
   Tom O’Rourke 
  Ushers  Glen Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Mike 
   Koenigsknecht, Randy Wirth 
 

Tuesday, December 9— 8:15 AM 

  Sacristan Jerry Klein 
  Reader Linda Epkey 
 

Wednesday, December 10—6:00 PM 
 Sacristan Luke Goerge 
 Reader  Carol Piggott 
 Servers  Charlotte Jandernoa, Novi Simon 
 

Thursday, December 11—8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Dean Schrauben 
  Reader  Jill Feldpausch 
 

Friday,  December 12— 8:15 AM 
  Sacristan Jerome Pohl 
  Reader  Tricia Feldpausch 
 

Saturday, December 13— 4:30 PM 
  Sacristan  Craig Arens 
  Reader   Dale Feldpausch 
  Servers  Haily, Landon, & Waylon Simon, 
  Bethany Hufnagel 
  ExMHC   Jean Koenigsknecht, Sharon Fink, 
  Luke Goerge 
  Ushers  Gerry Arens, Joe Bodarko, Lonnie 
  Schueller, 1 volunteer 
 

Sunday, December 14 — 8:30 AM  
  Sacristan Paul Horak 
  Reader       Sandy Pillard 
 
 

Most Holy Trinity School  
Connecting Faith to Life 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates:  
 

 Mon. Dec. 8  Needs Drive: Diapers and Wipes  
   All School Mass 8:15 am 
 Tues. Dec. 9  6th Grade Confessions 
 Thurs. Dec. 11  8th Grade confessions 
 Fri. Dec. 12  MHT School Christmas Concert 2:00 pm
   In the church, ALL are welcome to attend 
 Tues. Dec. 16  7th Grade Confessions  
 

NCYC Digital Encounter with Pope Leo XIV: Our middle school 
students had an opportunity to watch Pope Leo answer questions 
posed to him from youth attending the National Catholic Youth 
Conference.  
 
K of C Sponsored Spelling Bee:  
4-6 Grade Winners 
1st - Quinn Wieber 
2nd - Levi Thelen 
3rd - Bryce Rehmann 
 
7th-8th Grade Winners 
1st - Isaiah Epkey 
2nd - Amira Dell 
3rd - Emma Davis 
 
Cari Smith, Principal  

Most Holy Trinity School, in partnership with the Church and our 
families, will  provide a Catholic education to help our students 

become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.  

Sunday, December 14 — 8:30 AM Continued 
  Servers  Danica & Brynn Loynes, Lily & Silas Schrauben 
  ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Vicki Wieber, Tom O’Rourke 
  Ushers  Ryan, Kevin, Robin, & Tim Koenigsknecht 
 

Sunday, December 14 — 10:30 AM  
  Sacristan Luke Goerge  
  Reader  Ron Feldpausch 
  Servers  Owen & Isaiah Epkey, Annie Koenigsknecht, Davis  
  Wieber 
  ExMHC   Luke Goerge, Jennifer Koenigsknecht, Gerry Davis 
  Ushers  Dale Koenigsknecht, Hilary Stump, Kent Dell,  
  1 volunteer 
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Please Pray 
For Our Friends 

and Relatives 

 

A Special Intention 

Alice Becker 

Michael Bozung 

Merle Braun 

Al Cielen 

Davison Curtin 

Brett Dillon 

Bethany Fedewa 

Claude Feldpausch 

Mike Heeg  

Therese Heeg 

Kim Humphrey 

Elaine Irrer 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Terry Luttig 

Arlene McCausey 

Mary McCausey 

Gabrielle (Olney) Meece 

Steve Nobis 

Ryan O’Dell 

Megan Parsons 

Stan Pohl 

Alex Pung 

John Rademacher 

Steve Rademacher 

Julie Wieber Schafer 

Hilary Schmitt 

Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt 

Kay Sillman 

Joan Simon 

Denny Smith 

Dennis Spitzley 

Janice Spitzley 

Janet Thelen 

Charles Trierweiler 

Hunter Walter 

Gary A. Weber 

 

Recently Deceased 

Joyce Bushard 

 

Armed Services 

Let us also keep in our 
prayers all those from 
the Parish Community 
who are in the Armed 
Services. 
 

Weekday Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed 
before the 8:15am 
weekday Masses. This 
week, we pray for those 
battling addiction & 
mental health struggles.  
 

Please contact the 
office to add or remove 
a name from the list. 
Thank you. 

K-12 Faith Formation 

High School Faith Formation: 
Thank you to our high school 
youth for being present before our 
Lord in Adoration this past 
Monday.  

The Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception  is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Mass on December 
8th and the Parish Advent Penance 
Service on December 15th will take the place of High 
School Faith Formation.  We will resume from Christmas 
break Monday, January 5. 

High School Bible Study will be held this week 
December 12 from 7:00 am to 7:45 am in the Youth 
Center.  

Looking Ahead 

Never Alone | Confirmation Retreat (9th & 10th) will 
be held Sunday, January 18 beginning with the 8:30 am 
Mass and concluding at 3:30 pm.  At Confirmation, 
Christ seals us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that we 
can be better equipped to spread the gospel like the 
Apostles were at Pentecost. But it’s not enough to just 
receive these gifts – we must accept them and choose 
to use them in our daily lives. 

Reminder the best way to receive cancellation notices 
with the winter weather upon us is to sign up for 
Flocknote by texting FORMATIONPARENT to 84576.  

Intercessory Prayer Intentions 
 

That through the Eucharist we may be renewed in our 
faith and drawn deeper in relationship with Jesus, our 
Lord.  

December Intentions 
 

•That we can find a good candidate and fill the 
cemetery sexton position. 
 

•For a blessed Advent season, may we slow down and 
take time to prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. 
 

•For God’s grace to boldly proclaim the gospel. 

Thank You 
 

To all of you for the generous outpouring of items for 
our Thanksgiving food drive.  It was truly overwhelming 
and amazing!  Thank  you also to all those who helped 
load and deliver the items to the Basic Needs Center.   
 

 

The next Cor meeting is going to be December 16th         
at 7:30pm in the K of C hall.  We will  continue the 

"Kapaun's Men" video series. 
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Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

November Finance Report 
 

All Sources ........................................................................ $129,130.71 
Year to Date ..................................................................... $390,032.54 
FY 25 Budget .................................................................... $875,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through November .............................. 44.57% 
 

Nov. 23 Collection .. $12,514.25 

Children’s Collection ...... $20.00 

Online Giving.. .......... $5,053.47 

Total Collection ...... .$17,587.72 

 

Special Collections  

 Cemetery Care ................ $50.00 

 ETF ..................................... $5.00 

 Military Services .............. $60.00 

 Newspapers .................... $50.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 30 Collection .... $33,417.01 

Children’s Collection ........ $16.00 

Online Giving .............. $2,619.37 

Immaculate Conception .. $30.00 

Total Collection ......... $36,082.38 

 

Wkly Amt. Needed ... $16,826.92 

 

Cumulative Difference for the  

fiscal year:  ................ $19,840.30 

 

Special Collections  

Christmas Flowers ......... $155.00 

ETF ................................. $205.00 

Newspapers ..................... $30.00  

   

Sanctuary  

Candle  

Intention  
 
 

In loving memory of Andrew Simon 
& Julius Theis 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Tuesday, December 9 
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the  
 Mass Blessed Mother in the Church  
 

Wednesday, December 10 
6:00am   Eucharistic Adoration  
8:00am         Holy Hour for an End to 
 Abortion 
5:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm  Holy Hour for Vocations 
 
Friday, December 12 
6:30am     Eucharistic Adoration 
2:00pm  MHT Children’s Christmas 
  Concert 
 

Saturday, December 13 
7:00am         Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00pm  Confessions 

Music Ministry 

The Popcorn Choir will sing next on Sunday, December 21st at 
10:30am Mass. To sing, please arrive to the choir loft at 9:45am that 
morning.  

You are invited to attend the MHT Schools 4th Annual Christmas 
Concert, which will be on Friday, December 12th at 2:00pm in the 
church. Please come hear the beautiful voices of our MHT School 
children as they celebrate and honor the birth of Christ! 

Lunch with Santa 

 

Lunch with Santa sponsored by the Fowler Fire Department and area 
businesses will be held Sat.,  Dec. 13th from 11am-1pm. A donation of 
$3.00 for lunch and also your child's name will be placed in a drawing 
for bikes. For further information call Laurie Platte at 989-640-9325.  



Most Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 
545 North Maple St.  Fowler, MI 48835 
(989) 593-2162 
www.mhtparish.com 
Email: office@mhtparish.com 
Office Hours 
Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm 
Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm 
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch, 
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am 
for a weekly meeting) 
 

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor 
frjohn@mhtparish.com 
 

Deacon Luke Goerge 
lukeg@mhtparish.com  
 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager 

administrator@mhtparish.com 
 

Mary Gardner,  Secretary 

office@mhtparish.com 
 

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious 
Education 

dre@mhtparish.com 
 

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization 

andreas@mhtparish.com 
 

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry 

kated@mhtparish.com  
 

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper 

trinap@mhtparish.com 
 

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am  

MHT School 
Office 
Tel: (989) 593-2616 
Website: 
www.mhtparish.com/school 
Email: school@mhtparish.com 
 

Cari Smith, School Principal 
Diane Burton, School Secretary 
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary 

Sponsor of the Week: 
Ox’s Smoked Meats 
 

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An 
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin 
possible. 

 

 

 
 

The Advent Giving Tree collection to benefit the Catholic Charities 
Children’s Home, Shared Pregnancy and Safe Center will begin 
Saturday, November 29 and continue through Monday, December 
13.  Gift tags are placed on the Giving Tree and in the basket. 

Safe Center has provided an extensive listing of 
items and each tag has two or three items listed 
on each.  You do not need to purchase all items 
listed on the gift tag.  The detailed listing can be 
accessed by scanning the QR code. 
 

Shared Pregnancy 

Diapers—all sizes, baby wipes, baby shampoo, 
and infant care kits. 
Toddler Girl Clothes (sizes 2T, 3T, 4T)  
Toddler Boy Clothes (sizes 2T, 3T, 4T. 
Potty Chairs, baby bathtub, baby monitors, and baby swings. 
 

Catholic Charities Children’s Home 

We will be sponsoring 10 children this year. (10 tags) 
Catholic Charities Home will be housing 36 children who have suffered 
any type of trauma.  Between their open house and when the children 
enter the home, time frames did not allow for specific lists, but Catholic 
Charities has put together a “welcome basket” style list for the 
children.  Please read the entire tag.  Even though all the tags may look 
similar, and some are, a few have specific do’s and don'ts for a reason. 
Please do not wrap your gifts! Place all gifts in a bag and make sure the 
tag is attached. If you choose a gift not on the list, please note that on 
the tag, and keep in mind any restrictions that are on the tag. 
 
Volunteers will be needed on Tuesday, December 16 to load and 
deliver items.  This will take place after the 8:15am Mass.  If you can 
assist, please contact the parish office.  The generosity of parishioners 
is just amazing year after year.  It is truly in giving that we receive! 
Thank you so much for giving of your time, talent and treasure for the 
greater honor and glory of God.  May God bless you all abundantly! 

http://www.mhtparish.com/

