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5TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME




Mass Schedule

Tuesday, February 10
8:15 AM + Sam Johnson

Wednesday, February 11
6:00 PM t Gerald Horak

Thursday, February 12
8:15 AM t George & Nancy Vroman

Friday, February 13
8:15 AM T Joe Schmitz

Saturday, February 14
4:30 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, February 15

8:30 AM t Jerry & Carol Thelen
10:30 AM T Daniel Pung, 1yr
anniversary

Come and celebrate the 100" year anniversary
of the Christian Mothers at MHT

COFFEE & DONUTS ¥
FEB. 8TH

Join us in the Activity Center after the

»

8:30 & 10:30 Masses, everyone is welcome!

Sanctuary
Candle
Intention

In loving memory of Jim O.
Koenigsknecht

From the Pastor’s Desk

Away this week

| will be away from the parish this week until Tuesday, Feb. 17. If
you have a local pastoral emergency after hours, please contact
St. Joseph in St. Johns or in Pewamo. As always, if a loved one is in
a hospital in Lansing, the chaplain staff can assist in finding a local
on-call priest in case of emergency. Our Liturgical schedule will
remain as normal this week.

Confirmation Retreat
Please keep our young people in your prayers this weekend as
they participate in a pre-Confirmation retreat. Come, Holy Spirit!

It is finished!

As announced at Masses last weekend, the roof replacement
project is finally finished! | cannot say thank you enough to the
Lord for getting us through this challenging project, as well as to
all of you whose very generous donations made it a reality! After
paying all bills, we will use the remaining roof donations to put
towards church interior repairs and painting. Right now, we are
hoping to work on these repairs during Lent of 2027.

God bless you,
Fr John

Week 7—More Threats to Marriage

Today, we will again recall what marriage in the mind of God is: a
life-long union of husband and wife that is total, faithful, and
fruitful (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church “CCC” 1643). And so
anything that contradicts this definition, which we have already
established comes from God, is a threat to marriage and family
life.

Last week, we spoke about divorce and its threat to life-long
union. So now we will consider threats to totality, faithfulness,
and fruitfulness. First, totality, because spouses are "are no
longer two, but one flesh...called to grow continually in their
communion through day-to-day fidelity to their marriage promise
of total mutual self-giving” (CCC1644). One of the greatest threats
to totality is the widespread acceptance of cohabitation before
marriage. The reasons people give for the choice to cohabit are
many: it is a way to save money, it is a “trial run” before marriage,
it might save the couple the pain of a future divorce, etc. While
these reasons are understandable, they are not morally
acceptable. Why? Because fornication is “gravely contrary to the
dignity of persons and of human sexuality” (CCC2353), and is
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“always wrong to choose” (CCC1755). Itis an action that can lead
to the loss of the Kingdom of God if not repented of (cf. Galatians
5:19-21, | Corinthians 6:9-11, etc.). In addition, it sets cohabitating
couples up for likely failure in a future marriage. How? When
cohabitating, a couple is essentially saying to each other: “I will be
true to you, unless it doesn’t work out.” But in marriage, they say:
“I will be true to you, whatever comes.” In cohabitation, couples
are living with someone who is not their spouse. In marriage,
couples promise to be exclusively faithful to their spouse. So how
can a manner of relationship that is the exact opposite of marriage
possibly be a helpful preparation for marriage? One study from
the University of Wisconsin found that the risk of divorce for those
who live together romantically before marriage is 80%.

Next, we have threats to faithfulness. | think the danger and
damage of adultery is still widely accepted by most people in
society today (except those who now embrace so-called “open
marriages”). But what is often overlooked is the disastrous
consequences of an “affair of the mind”; that is, the use of
pornography. With the advent of the internet and smartphones,
pornography is everywhere. We cannot kid ourselves here:
pornography destroys marriages. It destroys the innocence of
children. It enslaves both men and women, locking people in a
prison of shame and addiction. And make no mistake, it is a multi-
billion dollar industry that also enslaves people in its very
creation. It's a sad reality, but to not take family internet safety
very seriously is the same thing as parents leaving their children
home alone at night with the front door wide open and a sign out
saying to the world “come on in, no adult is home”!

Threats to fruitfulness according to the will of God include artificial
contraception, sterilization, and immoral means of conception
(such as IVF and surrogacy). | have written about these topics
before, but | would just like to highlight one Marquette University
study found that a married couples’ embracing of periodic
abstinence results in a ~40% reduction in the odds of being
divorced, while using the pill or hormonal contraception resulted
ina ~66% increase in the odds of being divorced. This is because
practicing natural family planning takes self-discipline, self-denial,
intentional communication, consideration for the other spouse,
and reliance on God’s providence. All of these things are difficult,
no doubt, but they are also the path to holiness and keys to a
healthy marriage, when accepted out of love for Christ.

To conclude, it cannot be said enough: no sin is beyond the reach
of God’s mercy! And that Jesus Christ is our Divine Physician who
can truly heal hearts and homes! But the best path is to avoid self
-inflicted wounds as much as possible to begin with, which is the
purpose of this bulletin series.

Ministry Schedule

Tuesday, February 10— 8:15 AM

Sacristan Jerry Klein
Reader Deanna Pung

Wednesday, February 11—6:00 PM
Sacristan Luke Goerge

Reader Ron Feldpausch
Servers Quinn & Levi Wieber

Thursday, February 12—8:15 AM
Sacristan Dean Schrauben
Reader MHT Students

Friday, February 13— 8:15 AM
Sacristan Gerry Arens
Reader Sandy Pillard

Saturday, February 14— 4:30 PM

Sacristan Craig Arens

Reader Robert Orme

Servers Andrew & Logan Platte, Nicholas
Halfman, Liam Simon

ExMHC Luke Goerge, Kyle Koenigsknecht,
Rose Ann Feldpausch

Ushers Joe Bodarko, Lonnie Schueller,
John Hufnagel, 1 volunteer

Sunday, February 15 — 8:30 AM

Sacristan Paul Horak

Reader Kendra Speers

Servers Isaac & Staci Epkey, Sophia Farley,
Charlotte Jandernoa

ExMHC Cheryl Pung, Beth Thelen, Luke
Goerge

Ushers Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom
O’Rourke, Bruce Schafer, Dean
Schrauben

Sunday, February 15 — 10:30 AM

Sacristan Luke Goerge

Reader James Bozung

Servers Jayda, Kade & Tyson Feldpausch,
Annie Koenigsknecht

ExMHC Domik Feldpausch, Jennifer
Koenigsknecht, Luke Goerge

Ushers Duane Pung, Kent Dell, Hilary
Stump, Keith Weber

February 8, 2026 & 5th Week of Ordinary Time



Music Ministry

Are you interested in singing for any or all of

Triduum this year? Practices for the Triduum

Choir will begin THIS Wednesday, February
11th and run every Wednesday at 7:15pm
until Triduum begins. Please join us! Contact
Kate for more information and to sign up.

Cover Feature

The Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes is
celebrated annually on February 11th. This
date marks the anniversary of the first
apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary to 14-
year-old Saint Bernadette Soubirous in
Lourdes, France, in 1858. Mary identified
herself as the “Immaculate Conception.”
The Grotto outside of the Church was
completed in the summer of 2007 and
dedicated in November of 2007.

¥

Lent 2026—Foretold

Join us as we journey through salvation history, from the Old Testament to Christ’s Paschal Mystery.
This week watch: A Scripture Study in Stone—Dr. Sean Innerst explores the profound truth that
while we have our own stories, we are not their sole authors—God'’s providence guides every step.
Our lives are part of a grand love story written by God. By turning to the scriptural artwork in
Rome’s Mother Church, the Lateran Basilica, we see that God reveals the plan of eternal salvation
through the means of prophecy and fulfillment.

Most Holy Trinity School
Connecting Faith to Life

Most Holy Trinity School, in garmership with the Church and our
families, will provide a Catholic education to help our students
become saints as they grow in wisdom, virtue, and faith.

Important Dates:

Mon., Feb. 9 No School - By Decree of the Principals of
the Week

Thur., Feb. 12 8:15am All School Mass

Fri., Feb. 13 11:30 Dismissal; Teacher PD

Mon., Feb. 16 No School - President’s Day

MHT School Registration: Registration for the 2025/26 school
year is officially open. Students already attending MHT School are
automatically enrolled for next year, but if you are a new family or
have additional children attending next year, please visit the
school website to register. If you are looking for more
information, please contact the school office or schedule a visit.

The Diocese of Lansing’s New Family Grant, funded by the S3
campaign, is designed to support Catholic families who are
seeking a Catholic education within the Diocese of Lansing and
are enrolling children for the first time at either the elementary or
high school level. Grant award eligibility is determined per
family, not per student.

$500 New Family Elementary Grant

Awarded to families enrolling a new elementary student
(grades K—=8 for MHT) if the family has never been enrolled in
any Diocese of Lansing elementary school.

FORETOLD

Starting next Monday, Feb. 16 - We will watch the first episode at 9:00am in the Youth Center. You
can also find these videos on Formed by scanning the QR Code. If you need help getting on Formed

visit our website or call the parish office.

If you followed along last year or during advent you are already signed up. If you would like to join us and get daily

prayer prompts Text: PRAYMHT To: 84576

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church A Fowler, Michigan



K-12 Faith Formation

High School Faith Formation will be held this Monday,
February 9 from 7:15pm to 8:15pm. February 16: No
Faith Formation/No School President’s Day

High School Bible Study will be off this Friday, February
13. We will resume February 20th from 7:00am to
7:45am in the Youth Center. It is never too late to begin
joining us.

To the Heart 10th Grade Confirmation Retreat will be
held this Sunday, February 8th, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm
@ Activity Center. This retreat is for confirmation
candidates and their sponsors.

First Communion Retreat will be held Sunday, February
22 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm at the Activity Center. This
retreat is for 2nd graders preparing to receive First Holy
Communion on April 26 and their parents.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Plans continue to
move forward in providing a beautiful faith formation
experience for ages 3-6 called the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd. Centered on the Good Shepherd,
Scripture and Liturgy, this is a unique form of catechesis
that is designed to help children encounter our Lord
through hands-on learning, quiet reflection and joyful
discovery. All taking place in a sacred, carefully prepared
place called an Atrium. We are looking for helping hands
to make items/materials for our Atrium. If you enjoy
crafting, painting, sewing, woodworking, or simple
hands-on projects, we would be grateful for your
assistance. If you are interested or would like more
information, contact dre@mbhtparish.com.

Apply for Franciscan LEAD: We invite high school
students to prayerfully consider participating in
Franciscan University LEAD, a 5-day faith-centered
leadership formation that is designed to help young
people grow in the principals of Leadership,
Evangelization and Discipleship. This is an excellent
opportunity for youth to deepen their relationship with
Christ while being equipped with the skills/tools and
confidence to serve others in their parish, school and
wider community. LEAD takes place the week leading up
to the Steubenville “Worthy” Youth Conference June 26
—28. For more information and how to apply contact
dre@mhtparish.com.

Please Pray

For Our Friends
and Relatives

A Special Intention
Alice Becker
Michael Bozung
Merle Braun
Davison Curtin

Brett Dillon

Bethany Fedewa
Claude Feldpausch
Mike Heeg

Therese Heeg

Kim Humphrey
Elaine Irrer

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht
Terry Luttig

Arlene McCausey
Mary McCausey
Gabrielle (Olney) Meece
Diane Mussell

Steve Nobis

Ryan O’Dell

Megan Parsons
Stan Pohl

Alex Pung

John Rademacher
Steve Rademacher
Julie Wieber Schafer

Hilary Schmitt
Michelle (Jeff) Schmitt
Kay Sillman

Joan Simon

Denny Smith
Dennis Spitzley
Janice Spitzley
Janet Thelen
Charles Trierweiler
Hunter Walter
Gary A. Weber

Armed Services

Let us also keep in our
prayers all those from
the Parish Community
who are in the Armed
Services.

Weekday Rosary

The Rosary is prayed
before the 8:15am
weekday Masses. This
week, we pray for those
battling addiction &
mental health struggles.

Please contact the
office to add or remove
a name from the list.
Thank You!

Registration
Now Open

(989) 593-2162 3 www.mhtparish.com




Weekly Schedule Our Parish Stewardship
Monday, February 9 God'’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
8:00am Holy Hour for an End to

Abortion Feb. 1 Collection.....512,569.00 Special Collections
Tuesday, February 10 Children’s Collection........ $7.00 Capital Improvements . $110.00
After 8:15 7 Sorrowful Mysteries of the Online Giving.. .......... $3,504.37 Envelope System............ $65.00
Mass Blessed Mother in the Solemnity of Mary.. ....... $60.00 ETF oo eee e $165.00

Church Total Collection....... $16,140.37 Newspapers ................. $130.00
Wednesday, February 11 School Support............... $50.00
6:00am Eucharistic Adoration FY26 Weekly Amount
8:00am Holy Hour for an End to Needed ........cccu...... $16,826.92

Abortion
5:00pm Confessions Cumulative Difference for Fiscal
5:00pm  Holy Hour for Vocations Year 2025 ............. $55,380.12
Friday, February 13 .
6:30am  Eucharistic Adoration January Finance Repgrt
8:45am Confessions

AlLSOUICES ...t e e e eeee s esareeesaeeeane $68,641.58

Saturday, February 14 YEar tO DAte ..........coevuveiereieeieereie et $564,378.64
7:00am  Eucharistic Adoration FY 25 BUGZEE...oeoeeeoeeeeeee e ee e seseeeeeees $875,000.00
3:00pm Confessions Percentage Collected Through January............c.cccccevevevereuennnnn. 65%

School of Love—Family Ministry

St. John Paul Il famously stated, "As the family goes, so goes the nation, and so goes the whole world in which we

live". This is one of the reasons we have created a family ministry called School of Love. This started as an event, which
we hosted last year and spoke of the importance of prayer. You can find resources from that event, and other resources
for families on our new family ministry page on our website: http://www.mhtparish.com/family-ministry.html

e We continue to look for ways to engage the whole family in the faith. One of the
‘:“ﬁng ‘\M ways we are ministering to families with little kids is by creating a monthly focus

u‘.gie on how to live out your faith liturgically. You will find a new section on the

v“ a’,y website, under Bulletins and Homilies labeled Living Liturgically. Parents can print
off coloring sheets or listen to the Catholic Sprouts Podcast for that feast day. This
is a simple way to teach young children about the lives of Saints.

Kim Zember

For families with older children, we have an event coming up on March 22. Kim

Zember is coming to speak about her journey with same-sex attraction and the SAVE THE
freedom she experienced by leaving the lifestyle and finding Jesus. This talk will be DATE
geared towards high school students, young adults, and adults in the parish. This is

a challenging topic to often talk about and so we are blessed to have Kim share

about the continued restoration, peace and fulfillment she finds in Jesus and shares RIMZEMBER

on how to help others find the same. MARCH 22
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Sponsor of the Week:

Becker Furniture

To see their full advertisement, see the back page of the bulletin. An
remember to patronize all of our sponsors, as they make the bulletin
possible.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW THIS

T o o

FAST - PRAY - GIVE ALM

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 6:30pm in the Church

HEALING SERVICE WITH FR. JASON BROOKS
Saturday, February 21 - 6:30pm

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE
Monday, March 16 at 6:30pm

SCHOOL OF LOVE - KIM ZEMBER
Sunday, March 22 - 1:00pm

Fish Fry

The Knights of Columbus and Christian Mothers will again be
sponsoring two Friday Fish Fry Dinners. February 20th and March 6th.
Mark your calendars to attend and volunteer.

Fish Fry Volunteers Needed! — Volunteers are s
needed to work at the fish fries. Please sign-up E]
with Sign-up Genius on the MHT website or by
using the QR code. The success of the fish fries
depends on the help and support of the
community. Please support this fundraiser,

Thank you! @ S
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Catholic Church

545 North Maple St. Fowler, M| 48835
(989) 593-2162

www.mhtparish.com

Email: office@mhtparish.com

Office Hours

Monday 9:00 am—6:00 pm

Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
(Closed from 12:00-1:00 pm for Lunch,
and Wednesdays from 10:00-11:00 am
for a weekly meeting)

Fr. John Whitlock, Pastor
friohn@mhtparish.com

Deacon Luke Goerge
lukeg@mhtparish.com

Parish Office Staff

Jordan Spitzley, Operations Manager
administrator@mbhtparish.com

Mary Gardner, Secretary
office@mhtparish.com

Aaron Epkey, Director of Religious
Education

dre@mbhtparish.com

Andrea Schneider, Evangelization
andreas@mhtparish.com

Kate Davis, Director of Music Ministry
kated@mbhtparish.com

Trina Pline, Bookkeeper
trinap@mhtparish.com

Bulletin Deadline - Monday at 9am
MHT School A}

Office /! ¢

Tel: (989) 593-2616

Website:
www.mhtparish.com/school
Email: school@mhtparish.com

Cari Smith, School Principal
Diane Burton, School Secretary
Holly Spitzley, School Secretary


http://www.mhtparish.com/

