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Today’s Gospel helps to complete the picture given in last Sunday’s Gospel, where we heard 

Jesus give Simon a new name: Rock, or Peter, and then give to Peter the “keys” to the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  This was an incredible bestowal of authority, and is the basis for our 

belief in the authority given by Christ to the Popes, the successors of St. Peter; that the Pope 

holds the “keys” to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  In fact, it’s such an extraordinary amount 

of authority given to a mere man that since the Middle Ages, we know, many people have 

protested against this reality.  And yet, Scripture makes it clear, such bestowal is God’s will. 

 

And yet today’s Gospel, which immediately follows last weeks’, shows us there is a 

“guardrail,” so to speak, on Peter’s authority.  Today, Jesus not only rebukes Peter, but He 

even calls him ‘satan’!  So we believe that even though the Holy Spirit keeps the Pope from 

error when he speaks definitively on matters of faith and morals (which by the way, such 

definitive pronouncements are quite rare), this does not mean the Pope as a human being 

and as a disciple will never stumble.  Peter’s problem here is not that He makes any false 

claim of who Jesus is; rather, his problem is that he puts himself in front of the Lord instead 

of following the Lord, which is where the disciple belongs.  And it seems so innocent; he just 

doesn’t want Jesus to suffer and die.  But the problem is that Peter is opposing God’s will.  

And that is very serious business.  So serious, that Jesus actually calls Peter ‘satan’! 

 

In the Greek, the name “satan” means the ‘adversary,’ or the ‘accuser’.  Think back to the 

beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  Right after He is baptized in the Jordan by John, Jesus is 

led out into the wilderness to be accused and tempted by satan.  In each temptation, satan, 

the adversary, tries unsuccessfully to get Jesus to divert from the Father’s will.  But we 

shouldn’t think Jesus’ defeat of Satan was easy, because the Father’s plan for Jesus was 

definitely not an easy path!  As we hear Jesus say in the Gospel today, the plan of God was 

that He must suffer greatly and be killed.  Now, no one in their right mind likes to suffer, and 

every impulse within a sound body wants to preserve its life.  So this then is why Jesus calls 

Peter ‘satan’: because Peter is unknowingly tempting the Lord to divert from the path the 

Father has set for Him, and to seek an easier way forward; a way other than the Cross.   

 

Which leads us to a very difficult question: why was it necessary that Christ must suffer 

greatly and be killed?  Well, we can only tread lightly here, because we are seeking to know 

the mind of God.  What we can say is that as goodness Himself, God only wills the good.   

But there is a problem: mankind is lost, and God wills for us to be saved.  So if God willed 

the Son to suffer and die, that must have been the only way for us to be saved.  But some 

will ask: did God then also ‘will’ for His Son to die, when death is evil? Well yes, but only 

with the resurrection in mind.  Meaning, the Father knew that the Cross was not actually the 

end: His Son would rise!  And the Son accepted the Father’s will; He willingly chose 

suffering for our salvation, and He even chose death so that we might live! 



 

Obviously, there’s a lot more that could be said here.  But I’d like to move to the next 

question: what does it mean then, when Jesus says to take up [your] cross and follow me?  

This is the 2nd time in Matthew’s narrative where Jesus mentions the “cross,” which would 

have absolutely confounded the disciples.  Because the cross was all bad: not only was it 

Roman—the hated occupiers of Israel, but it was their instrument of punishment, of 

torture, really.  So for Jesus to say we must take up our cross and follow Him would have 

seemed as outlandish as the rest of His teachings here: losing one’s life to find it and so on.   

 

So given that we are not threatened by Roman execution, how do we apply this to our lives 

today? Well first, I think it’s important to say that the Father is not a monster; He doesn’t 

enjoy seeing us suffering, just as He didn’t enjoy seeing the Son being tortured and dying on 

the Cross.  Rather, God is, as we said, pure goodness.  But in a fallen world so permeated by 

sin, by evil, by rebellion against God, whenever we act in accordance with God’s will, there 

will be suffering.  Simply put, when good and evil collide on earth, there will be suffering.   

 

For example, if you cut yourself and pour alcohol on the cut, it’s going to sting.  You’re going 

to suffer.  But you do it because you desire a good even greater than your own comfort.  

You tolerate the momentary pain of killing the infection so as to save your life.  A mother 

will endure the suffering of pregnancy so as to bring forth a new human life.  A father will 

endure the suffering of a hated job so as to feed his children. A young person may endure 

the suffering of the loss of friends by choosing not to engage in their sinful conduct.  A 

student may endure the suffering of a bad grade by choosing not to cheat.  Now these may 

not seem anything like the Lord’s cross, and that is true.  But they are still real crosses!  

Each of us will have many crosses in our lives: some don’t seem as bad, some may seem 

unbearable, some are public, some are hidden.  Another reason not to judge other people! 

 

But here’s the key: Jesus says whoever wishes to save his life will lose it.  In other words, 

refusing to pick up the Cross and follow Him will lead to far greater suffering in the long 

run.  A mother who says no to the life of her unborn child, a father who bails on his 

children, a student who conforms just to be popular--will endure far greater suffering in 

the end: especially the pain of regret.   It is always so much better to be at peace with God 

and yourself while enduring suffering, than to lack peace with God and yourself, by running 

from it.  Now yes, the Lord is merciful.  But we endure far less suffering (and inflict far less 

suffering on others) when we choose good through the Cross, rather than choosing evil. 

 

Finally, what to do when suffering, when we are enduring the Cross?  Jesus also promises 

that whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  Now, it takes a lot of faith to hold on to this 

promise, especially when the cross is heavy.  But as we said before, the Father allowed the 

Son to endure the cross because He had our salvation and the Resurrection in mind.  It’s the 

same for us too.  Christ is with all of those who suffer for the good, not just helping us to 

endure, but strengthening our hope in the resurrection, where all will be well in the end. 


